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Enterad, aooording to the Act of Congress, in the year tS34. by Jamwb GomvKB 
and William R. Cooks, in the Gierk's Office of the District Ck>uitof the Sonth- 
em District of New York. 



TO TBS HONOÜ&ABLB 

EDWARD LIVINGSTON, 

LATE SECRBTART OF STATE FOR THE VNTTED STATES; 

Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary at the Court 
of Louia Philippe /., King of the Prench, 

Dear Sir, 

This volume is respectiiilly dedicated to you, as a 
philanthropist who has laboured for many years in the science of 
criminal jurisprudence, who has undertaken, and succeeded in 
the undertaking, to define crimes with accuracy, to mete out a 
just punishment for each offence according to its grade, and to 
make solitary imprisonment conduciye to the refbrmation of in- 
dividuals and to the safety of society. If your code of penal 
law, Code of procedure, and of State prison discipline, are not 
whoUy adopted by any one State or people at once, (for oid habits 
are hard to be subdued,) its benevolent spirit will shortly pervade 
the civilized world ; and at the present time traces of it are to 
be discovered in the reforms which wisdom and charity are car- 
rying on in this continent and in Europe. No man more highly 
valaed your labours than Thomas Eddy, whose life I have 
sketched. He rejoiced in eyery thing which ameliorated the 
condition of man. I have, therefore, by the license of personal 
firiendship, ventured to unite your names. He has finished his 
course, and gone to receiye his reward ; but may your days be 
long protracted for other useful exertions, and to witness the 
happy efiects of what you haye already done for mankind. 

Most sincerely, 

Your devoted friend, 

SAMUEL L. KNAPP. 
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PREFACE. 



In one of my frequent viaits to Dr. Hosack, for the 
purpose of obtaining from him various kinds of 
information, to aid me in completing a work I was 
then engaged in editing— the proper acknowledg- 
ments for his learned and valuable assistance, I have 
made in another place — he suggested to me that he 
had some time since gathered materials for writing 
the life of a distinguished philanthropist, the late 
Thomas Eddy; but that numerous circumstances 
had prevented him from carrying his intentions into 
effect, and that he could not, at this time, sit down 
to the work. After some farther conversation, he 
placed the papers in my hand, and I found them very 
interesting, much more so than I could have antici- 
pated, from the quiet life of a modest Citizen. Among 
them I discovered a correspondence with some of the 
first men in Europe and the United States, upon the 
great objects of reform in prisons, hospitals, penal 
Codes, schools, and almost every other topic, which 
the best minds of the civilized World are now dis- 






\ 



. \ 



6 PREP ACE. 

cusslng. I readily agreed tö put those papers in 

Order, connected with a few remarks of my own, to 

the end that the public might have some Idea of Mr. 

Eddy as a man, and of the great objects of his useful 

life. To Bhow me the estimation in which Mr. Eddy 

was held by the wise and good, which had known 

him well, Dr. Hosack put into my hands the foUow- 

ing letters, from men whose sincerity is above all 

doubt, and whose opinions have a commanding 

weight in society. 

Editor. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



New York, Aprü 9ih, 1833. 
Dbar Sir, 

r have thought it dne to the memory of the late Thoma» Eddjj 
whose life has been yery much deroted to deeds of benevolence^ 
and the improvement of the numerous public institutiona with 
whick he has been connected, to communicate to the public aome 
account of bis labours, and the senrices he has rendered to thia 
city and State. 

For this parpose, I have placed the materials which I had col- 
lected on this subject, into the hands of our friend, Colonel Knappi 
who has kindly undertaken to embody then into a volume, thafe 
cannot fail to be gladly received by the Community. 

Knowing that you were one of the friends of Mr. Eddy, and 
of his associates, the late General Schuyler, Governors George 
and Dewitt Clinton, Governor Jay, and others with whom ho 
co-operated in various public measures, I will be obliged by any 
reminiscense^ you may possess, that will give an interest to iIm 
contemplated publication of Colonel Knapp. 

I am, dear Sir, with great respect and esteem, youra, 

DAVID HOSACK 

To the Hon. Juies Kent. 

New York, Mo» 11, 1833. 
Dbar Sir, 

I was happy to leam, by your letter of the 9th ult, that jou 

had made arrangements for an historical account of the lila aal 

Services of your late excellent relative, Thomas Eddy, by coa- 

fiding the materials in* your possession, concerning him, to the 

industry, skill, judgment, and taste of Colonel Knapp. I am 

satisfied that a biographical sketch of the actions and characte? 

of so distinguished a philanthropist, will be interesting t» the 

cause c^ humanity, and acceptable to the public. It was mf ^ 

good fortune to be numbered among the intimate firienda of Mb. 

B 
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10 INTRODUCTION. 

Eddy, from the year 1795 down to the period of his death^ and 
I am no stTanger lo the beneficial influence which he so long and 
80 successfully exerted over the several public institutions with 
which he was eonnected. Vou are pleased fo say, that yoa 
would " be obliged by any reminiscences I may possess, that 
will give an interest to the contemplated pablication." This 
request you have recently repeated, and if I was in possession of 
any facts that were important, and which are not already matter 
of record, I would most cheerfully communicate themf. The 
quiet and unostentations private life of Thomas Eddy, afibrd\ßd, 
boweverr very few materials of the kind you allude to, and it i# 
solely from a desire to gratify your wishes, and to show my 
affection for bis memory, that I have ventured (though not with* 
out heskation and reluctance) to submit a few notices respecting 
my personal knowledge of bis character. 

When I first became acquainted with Mr. Eddy, about the 
year 1795, I was Struck with the simplicity of hia.raanners, and 
the reasonableness and benevolence of bis views. I soon foiuid 
that he possessed sound judgment, purity of principle, and aa 
uncommon zeal for the promotion of all kinds of public improve- 
ment His object and unshaken purpose seemed to be, to difihse, 
by every possible and reasonable effort on bis part, a liberal, 
enlightened, humane, active, and Christian public spirit. He pos- 
sessed,' far beyond the race of ordinary men, the pbilanthropy of 
Howard ; and under the infiuence of so illustrious an example» 
he appeared to be willing to devote himself " ta survey the man« 
sions of sorrow and pain," and to mitigate human misery, in 
whatever form it might meet the eye or awaken sympathy. 

It was among his ear liest and most animating objects, to 
endeavour to work a reformation in our penal code, and disarm 
it of its enormous abuses and uncompromiaing severity. His 
efforts in the year 1794, 1795, and 1796, to arouse public attention 
to the subject ; and to promote the establishment of a State or peni- 
tentiary prison, as a Substitute for the profligate goals and san- 
guinary punishments, are matters of fact, which it is not my pro- 
yince to detail ; I would merely observe, that in 1797 I became 
one of the persons charged ex officio with the executkm of the 
penal laws, and this was concurrently in point of time with the 
melioration of the criminal code to which I have alluded, and it 
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nKtarally led ine to perceire and feel in fall ferce, the ineatimabla 
"ralne «f the change. My iriendly connezion with Mr. Eddy 
kept gradually increasing, and bis ardent and diaintereated 
^orte fbr the credit and suocess of the penitentiary System, were 
ccmstantly passing under my eye and Observation. He continned. 
an inspectoT of the State prison in this city, from its first erectioD 
in 1796, to the year 1803, and it is a fact well worthy of notiee, 
t3iaf the last year in which he had an ageney in the management 
of the prison, the profits of the labour of the eonyicts eqnalled 
the annual expense of the establishment. The prison ibr that 
yeax, and that year only, maintained itself. Bot though Ekldy 
had retired from the post, he never ceased to be anxious to 
improve and recommend the System. So late as the year 1828, 
he addressed a letter to the mayor of this city, suggesting soma 
jtidicious reforms in the prison discipline ; and which bare since 
beeh essentially adopted. He never placed much ' reliance on 
the influence of fear and severity, and he was of opinion thal 
the reformation of the convicts was to be regarded as an indis- 
pensable object of the System. 

Mr. Eddy was in the habit of recommending to my notiee 
l9iose publications which appeared from time to time, to strike 
bis mind with particular force ; and those that he alluded to, or 
presented to me, unifbrmly related to charitable, benevolent, or 
religious objeets. I recal the recollection of such acts with 
much pleasure, because they give us an insight into bis real 
character, and afford incontestable evidence of the goodness of 
his beart, and of bis constant and affecÜonate solicitude for the 
happiness of his friends. He appeared to possess a firm Chris- 
tian faitb, witbout a particle of bigotry or fanaticism, and it was 
soflened or recommended by the spirit of charity. He was the 
determined enemy of every species of doctrine that was lax in 
morals, or led to licentiousness in practice; and the anecdote 
which I am about to relate, is strikingly cbaracteristic of the 
firm purpose with which he met and resisted the false philoso- 
phy and profane speculations that were zealously propagated 
towards the conclusion of the last Century. Having purchased 
€rodwin's "Enquiry concerning Political Justice," which obtained 
a transient celebrity in the year 1795, his raoral sense was »o 
much oflTended by the abominable doctrines contained in the lat- 
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ter pAii of the seeeiid rolume, (and which doctrines Mr. Godwin 
albrwatds exemplified in bis own case,) that he took at once a 
dmmre step to clear himself of the foUy» or the gaflt,' of encont* 
aging and cireulating the/work. He rose one evening athia 
own fireeide, from the perusal of the book, and silently, and wilh 
gtKfky, opened the embers in the fire place, and carefully kid 
down and buried the two Tolumes in the fire. His wife, who waa 
ailling by, astonished at the act, and ignorant of the eanse, sCarted 
np and exclaimed, " Thomas, art thou crazy V* 

He was <me of the governors of the New York Hospital m 
1797, and I believe, had been one for some previous time; and i 
eonsidered myself as principally indebted to him for my intro« 
duction in that year to the same trust. He acted as one of the 
jtnardians of the hospital down to the spring of 1827 ; and the 
yalae of bis Services must have been inestimable. The duties 
which in that place were cast upon him, were congenial with bis 
di^sition and character ; and that great establishment is deserv* 
ed)y elassed among the most comprehensive, practical, and bene- 
ticent of all the charitable institutions of this eountry. I know 
of none that afibrds more prompt and efiectual relief to the mise- 
rieft of the poorer and forsaken part of mankind. He was iqif 
teveral years vice president, and at the period of his resignation« 
President of the board. He came to me in the spring of 1827, 
(being a few months before his death,) and told me that hia dedin* 
ing health would not permit him to continue in the trust, and he 
eamestly requested my consent to serve, if I shöuld be chosen 
one of the governors. Moved by his application, I did consent, 
and faithful to my promise to him, I bore my portion of my bür- 
den of the trust, for the three succeeding years ; and while in 
that place, I could trace the infiuence and efiects of that excellent 
man, in every brauch of the institution. Mr. Eddy was deeply 
impressed with the account of " tke Retreat" an asylum near 
the city of York, in England, erected for insane persons, and 
which was much indebted for its success to the early and steady 
«flbrts of Lindley Murray, a name familiär to the friends of let- 
lers and humanity. In 1815, be suggested the propriety of efforts 
lo erect and establish a similar institution on this island ; and one 
that should adopt- the same course of moral treatment of the Inna- 
tiQ petienta He presented to m» at the time, a description of the 



"Y 



UTTKCDVCTIOV. 13 

written by Samuel Tnke, and he alwaya appaared to be 
anzioua to enlist my humble voice and influence in fiiTour of lua 
plana'^of pablic benevolence. Proviaions for aach an eatabliah- 
ment was made by law in 1816, and it waaopened in 1820, ander 
rery fiivourable auspices. 

In 1819i he read before the govemors of the hospital, a Mewunr 
of John Murray, Jr., of this city, and brother to Lindley Mar- 
lay. This he presented to me, with the grateful remark that it 
came firom my ''affectionate friend." He delineates a characler 
of the most distinguished benevolence, and of remarkable purity. 
He and Eddy were scholars in the same grammar school at 
Philadelphia, in or about the year 1770, and their subaeqnent 
lives were devoted to charitable objecta, with a stoadineaa of pur- 
pose, and an ardour of zeal, that were peculiar, and at the aame 
time tempered with reason and discretion. It would appear to 
roe to be very difficalt in the annals of mere mortals, to find a 
higher and brighter example of active and unobtruaive charity, 
goodoesa, and piety, than the one afforded by the lifo of Mnrray, 
aa sketched by the faithful pencil of bis fellow labourer in the 
eaase of humanity. 

Mr. Eddy was an official agent in many other pablic institu- 
tions of a charitable kind, and he was engaged for a length of 
years in some that were more comprehensive in their Operation, 
and related to the great commercial and political interests of the 
State. He took an early and active part in the cause of internal 
xNLvigation and improvement His good sense, striking probity« 
and public epirit, were known and highly appreciated by Grene- 
ral Schuyler, Governor Jay, and other eminent statesmen of 
fheir time ; and he became a cherished advocate and assistant in 
all sehemes of a liberal kind, and connected with the public wel- 
&re. He was early made a director in the Western Inland Lock 
Navigation Company, which' was established in the year 1792, 
and he continued a Director and Treasurer of that Company, 
down to its final termination in 1820. He explored the westera 
eountry with a view to the introduction of Inland navigation in 
1796, and his distinguished merits as one of the original authors 
and promotors of the western canal navigation have been clearlj 
atated and illustrated in your interesting " Memoir of Dewitt Clin* 
ton," and I forbear to dwell on the subject. It is well known 
that he executed the laborious and very responsible duties of one 
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of the canal commissioners with his cuRtomary ardour and pre- 
cision, between the year 1810 and 1817; and he is justly entitled, 
as you have already ishown, to share in the glory attendant on the 
auspicious results of that magnificent project. 

But Mr. Eddy's mind was equall}^ and unremittingly engaged 
in usefal schemes of much more humble pretensions. Whenever 
there was an institution within the reach of his power and 
influence, created for any benevolent object, we are alniost sare 
to meet on its records and in its effects. his name and his blessing. 
I was not associated with him, and I had not therefore any direct 
personal acquaintance with his Services, in many of the public 
charities in which he was concerned. ^ It ought to be left to his 
thoroughly informed biographer, to speak of him as a corres« 
ponding member of the New York Manumission Society ; as 
one of the founders and irustees of the Free School Society in 
New York ; as one of the founders and directors of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society ; as one of the first trustees of the Savings 
Bank in New York ; and as one of the first managers of the 
Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents. / I have 
endeavoured to confine myself in my remarks to matters of which 
I had some personal knowledge, or was necessarily led to notice 
durin g the course of the transactions. 

As the life of Governor Jay, as well as his own, was drawing 
to a close, Mr. Eddy appeared to be anxious to pay to that great 
man a partin g visit, and he invi^ed me to accompany him. This 
was in the summer of 1826, and it was one of the most delight- 
ful little excursions I ever had. We left New York on the 
morning of the 26th of July. The day was bright and beautiful, 
and having landcd at Sing Sing, we placed ourselves under thi 
guidance of Captain Lyndes, and visited the new State prison 
establishment, which was then quite unfinished. We found one 
hundred and thirty convicts engaged in quarrying and working 
marble for the building ; and they were mostly out under a meri-r 
dian sun, pouring its fierce blaze upon the white marble blocks 
around them; with an ardour almost sufficient to blind the eyes. 
Mr. Eddy seemed to be at home in all the details of the concem. 
His zeal for the improvement of penitentiary discipline had not 
diminished in intensity. He was thorough in his inspection, and 
inquisitive in his examination. We continued our joumey that 
afternoon to the residence of Governor Jay, at Bedford, and we 
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fi)und tiiat illastrioiis statesman and cht istian sage; sitting ob tke 
piazza under the leQgthened shadows of the sun, with a long 
pipe by his side, in fiiU view of the simple and solid mial 
improvements of the place ; and in the attitude of one at peace 
with himsel^ and with all around him. I was painfiilly Struck 
with th^ ravages of time upon him, and the change that had taken 
place in his visage and appearance, since I last had the satis&c- 
tion of seeing him some years before. At first, he did not appear 
to recoUect me ; and this was the only instance that I perceived 
of any direct decay of his mental faculties. He conversed that 
eyening and the next morning cheerfuUy and correctly, and 
seemed to be much interested in Mr. Eddy's conversation, and to 
sympathise with him in his feelings and concerns. Those two 
tenerable men (the one then being in his seventy-sixth year, and 
the other in his eighty-first year) had been intimate friends ; with 
corre^pondent principles in all matters of personal duty, and of 
good will to meo, from a period which commenced soon after thar 
conehision of the American war. We returned to town the next 
day, and Mr. Eddy, in the course of this fcoar, interested me 
ezceedingly with anecdotes and occurrences connected with his 
early life, in this city, during the revolutionary war, »nd down to 
the' period of our first acquaintance. I have only to add, that 
while upon this last visit, his cheerful, free, varied, and instructive 
conversation, gave me additional cause to love and admire him« 
I am, dear sir, with great respect and esteem, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

JAMES KENT. 

To DOCTOR HOSACK. 

New York, March lOth, 1833. 
DsAR Sir, 

The Life of the late Thomas Eddy is about to be published by 
Colonel Knapp of this city, into wbose hands I have placed the 
malerials I had collected for that purpose. Knowing that upon 
the subject of prisons, and other objects of benevolence, he was 
long in correspondence with you as a fellow labourer in the same 
cause ; it occurs to me that you may have some of his Communi- 
cations which are calculated to give interest to the publication in 
view, and may from your personal knowledge of Mr. Eddy, and 
of his pursuits, contribute some materials lo the volume, that will 
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pMve uaeful and g^dfying^ to the commuaky. if so, I ahall 
fesl mach obliged by aoy infoimation you nay gii« mtt, or \[f 
the me of any papeis you may possess, relative to thio objcct 

I am, dear sii, respectfnlly youxa^ 

DAVID HOSACK 

To RoBEBT Vauz, Eaa. 

Philadelphia, Zmo. 11, 1833. 

DSAR I>OCTOR, 

It gaye me much pleasure to leam by thy letter of yesterday» 
that a memoir of the life of the late Thomas Eddy was about to be 
pablished. His long, in^rioas, and highly valoable Services, enti« 
tle him to biographical honour ; and the story of his benevolent 
career will not &il to encourage others, to " go and do liketme" 
Although much his junior, he kindly presented me with several 
of his printed essays; occasionally favoured me with a letter, and 
when we met, freely conversed on topics whioh were &vourite 
with OS both ; but on the examination of hi»corre8pondeQce, and 
reqalling to mind our interviews, I do not discover any material, 
which would be useful to the gentleman who is to prepare the 
work. 

I regret that it is not in my power to do more toward the illus« 

tration of the character of our estimable friend, than to bear my 

humble testimony to his great worth, in all the relations in which 

it was my privilege to know him. 

Accept the assurance of my 

respect, and friendship, , 

ROBERT S. VAÜX. 
To David Hosack, M. D. &c. &c. 

New York, April, 1833. 
My Dear Sir, 

I some time since determined to prepare a sketch of the life of 

the late Thomas Eddy, who, like another Howard, has devoted 

liimself to the cause of humanity and benevolence. For this 

purpose I have collected many valuable materiäls ; these I have 

placed in the hands of my friend, Colonel Knapp, who will give 

them to the public. Knowing that you have becn many years 

associated with Mr. Eddy in the various institutions of our city 

which have beenbeneütted by your united Services, I willfeel much 

obliged by any reminiscences you may possess on this subject. 
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In the refonnation of oar penal code, in die eBtaUishment of 
the Lunatic Asylum, in the improTement of the New York Hos* 
pital, in the public schools of oor city, in the establishment of the 
House of Refuge, in the Manomission Society, and other bene- 
Yolent institutions, I know you have long been fellow labourera ; 
you will, therefore, be enabled to furnish me with many interest- 
ing memorandums of Mr. Eddy, that cannot fail to prore accept- 
able to the Community. Your early attention to thia aubject, will 
greatly oblige me. 

Dear sir, your friend and^humble aervant, 

DAVID hosacb: 

To the Hon. Caowallaoer D. Golden. 

June 28, 1833. 
Mt Dxar Sir« 

It gires me great pleasure to leam that the biography of 
Thomas Eddy is to be written by so able a hand as Mr. Knapp. 
I should be very happy to give him any information in my power, 
which might tend to rescue from oblivion the merits and many 
▼irtues of our deceased friend. All I can say might be comprised 
in these few words : — That I knew him, and was very much asso* 
eiated with him during the last thirty years of his life ; and that 
there is no benevolent or charitable institution founded in that time, 
of which he was not the zealous promoter, if the project for its 
establishment did not originate with him. I would be more par- 
ticular, but my memory does not serve me as to dates, and I have 
no documents to which I can refer. I will nevertheless attempt 
to give the general recoUections of my associations with Mr. Eddy. 
If it should be important to ascertain the dates connected with 
the circumstances I shall mentiön ; it may be done by resorting 
to the public records, or the records of institutions of which he 
was a member. 

So Ar as I recoUect, my first acquaintance with Mr. Eddy com- 
menced, from our having had the same views as to what has been 
called the amelioration of our criminal code. I mean the criminal 
Code of the State of New York; and you must understand me 
throughout as writing as if I were in New York ; I was then quite 
a young man, and I am not certain that my mind did not receive 
the streng bias U had in favour of the'abolition of the punishment' 
of death, from Mr. Eddy ; though I, at that time, differed from 
C 2« 
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him as to the extent of this abolition : he desiring xhnt life shcmld 
not be'taken in any case; and I believing that tbib higheat 
punishment should be reserved for the highest crimes. After- 
wards, in the year 1825, I think, when Mr. Allen, Mr. Tibbits, 
and Mr. Hopkins, were making some investigations relatite to 
the State prison, they ckculated a number of queries, and addr«ss«d 
copies of them to Mr Eddy and myself We each wrote answers. 
They came so late, that they are not printed with the repprt of 
the commissioners ; büt Mr. Eddy being unwilling that they 
should be lost^ obtained from me a copy of my answers to the 
commissioners, and published bis and mine in a small pamphlet 
at bis expense. Th'is is evidence of Mr. Eddy's liberality, not 
only as to pecuniary consideration, but as to bis toleration of prin- 
ciples which differed from bis own ; for while bis letters to the 
commissioners, s^ealeusly maintained ^hat imprisonmeat was suf- 
ficient puniüshment for any crime ; I expressed the opinion that 
I at that time continued to entertain, that the most atrocioaa 
guilt, such as wilful and deliberate murder, should be pumshed 
with death. Before I pursue this subject iarther, I will mention 
a circumstanee which made a strong impression on my mind, and 
convipced me, that however adverse the Society of Friends were 
to the punishment of death, they had rather that it should be 
inflicted in some cases, tban that the guilty should escape with 
impunity. A female belonging to the Society, br who was at 
least professedly a Friend, was found a corpse, under circumstan- 
ces that left no doubt of her baving been murdered. Iwas theo 
assistant attorney general. The first information I had of this 
crime, was fromMr.Eddy, Robert Bowne, and several others of the 
same high Standing in the Society of Friends, who called on me to 
institute a prosecution against the person suspected ; and through the 
wbole progress of the prosecution they were active and zealous in 
their efibrts to furnish me with the means of developing the truth. 
It is well known that the laws for establishing our State prison, 
owed their origin more to the part taken by the Society of Friends, 
tban to any exertions in their favour by any other class in the Com- 
munity. And among these, Mr. Eddy, as he was in every thing 
in which he engaged, the most active and the most zealous, in 
•4his matter, as in others, in which the public good was concemed, 
be devoted himself to its success, with all the industry andeamest-' 
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I, tliat he could have done if his own interest had been 
object ; and I am convinced that he would not have feit the same 
gratificatibn from obtaining any priyate advantag^e, that he did« 
Irom the adoption of those laws by the legislature, which he had 
long and ardently advocated, and which he conaidered as setting 
an example which would meliorate the conditioa of mankind. 
The members of the first board of govemors of the State prison 
were mostly taken from the society of Friends. Mr. Eddy held 
the principal office, under the title, I think, of saperintendent 

The assistant attomey general was, ex-officio, connected with 
the administration of the prison, and this gave me an oppor- 
tunity of observing its management and government The 
good Order, comfort, cleanliness, indostry, and derotion which 
preyailed, as long as the Friends had the management of the 
institation, were yery remarkable. But in 1800, when there 
was a great revolution in political power, those who had efiected 
the change thought their influence should be feit every where ; 
and though there was no emolument annexed to the office of 
govemor of the prison, there were those of the dominant party, 
whose ambition was to be gratified by being put in the place of 
the Friends who were managers of the institution. The difler- 
ence between the government of those who took the office merely 
from motives of philanthropy, and who devoted themselyes to the 
discharge of its duties, and those who held it as an honorary dia- 
tinction, that deserved but little sacrifice of their private businesa, 
was soon perceived. The new management was so bad, that it 
had very nearly occasioned the failure of this great experiment ] 
and nothing was more common than to hear it said, even by 
many of its original advocates, that it had done so, and that there 
was no resource but to the former sanguinary penal code. I have 
often heard Mr. Eddy lament this State of things ; but he never 
abandoned the höpe of seeing a System, of which he very justly 
considered himself as one of the founders, established ; and he 
lost no opportunity of inviting the public attention to means by 
which he thought the objections to the new code might be obviated. 
He proposed that county or district prisons or penitentiaries should 
be erected. That the prison of the State should be reserved foi 
ofienders of the highest grade, while those of a lower degree 
should be punished in the former. I am convinced that among 
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hts manascripts tdll be found many pieces Chat he has written 
on this subject 

It ifl very possible that my connexion with the Manumission 
Society, brought me acquainted with him as a member of that 
institutioQ, preyiously to my having had intercourse with him aa 
an advocate of the amelioration of our penal code! It is known 
how much that society is, and always has been,. in the hands of 
members of the society of Friends, and how far the act abo- 
lishing slavery, is owing to their exertions. In this, Mr. Eddy 
took a leading part. I well remember, however, that he was 
adrerse to the colonization society ; and he discouraged the first 
attempts which were made to establish a branch of the society 
in New York. He thought it was a scheme of the slave holder« 
to perpetuate slavery, rather than intended as a means of eman- 
cipation. Their design, in bis opinion, was to make the society 
instrumental in ridding them of their old or worthless slaves, and 
thereby enable them to perpetuate the bondage of the young and 
valuable ; whereas, if the slave holding states were obliged to 
beer the burthen of those tbe society would take off their hands, 
he thought these states would the sooner be compelled to adopt 
measures that would give freedom to the blacks. Mr. Eddy^s rea- 
soning on this subject, induced me to adopit his sentiments. But if 
he had lived to^ave had a better view of the objects of the Society, 
and to witness their extraordinary success, I cannot doubt but that 
he would have yielded, as I have done, his prejudices against this 
valuable institution. I am the more induced to think that this 
would have been the case, from considering the very active part 
\rhich Mr. Eddy afterwards took in a project which was set on 
foot, I think, in the year 1825, and to which, if it had succeeded, 
there would have been the same objections which there were in 
his mind to colonization societies. About the time I have men- 
tioned, the President of Hayti sent a Mr. Grandville, a coloured 
gentleman, as an ambassador to New York. His object was to 
induce black people to emigrate to that island, at the expense of 
its government, with an offer of land and means of living.when 
they arrived there. Mr. Eddy was indefetigable in his exertions 
to promote the views of Mr. Grandville. He formed a society for 
this purpose. Considerable funds were raised, and the Haytian 
emissary returned to his government with a cargo of emigrants. 
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They were accompanied by an agent of the society, who managed 
to quarrel with the goyernmeDt of the Island. The emigrants 
were disappointed. They alleged that the promises made to 
them were not falfiUed, and the whole thing ended in a heavy 
expense to the members of the Society. 

There was nothing in which Mr. £ddy took a deeper or more 
active interest, than in the establishment of our free schools. But 
I had no particular connexion with that institution. I can there- 
Ibre only «ay, that I have oAen visited them with him, and been 
wibiess of the zeal he manifested . for their prosperity. Go- 
vernor Clinton was the great patron of this and other benevolent 
establishments, in which Mr. Eddy was concerned ; and I believe 
we owe the assistance they have derived from Mr. Clinton's great 
talents and influence, more to Mr. Eddy than to any other man. 
The history of the New York canals will show ho'w large a 
share Mr. Eddy had in di^ecting Governor Clinton's attention to 
tkese great projects. 

I found Mr. Eddy a governor of the New York Hospital, (of 
which he died president) when I was elected to that office abont 
the year 1812. I believe he had been in that Station from a vezy 
early date. There, as elsewhere, he was one of the most efficient 
and useful members of the institution to which he belonged. In 
the year 1816, I think the legislature made a very liberal grant 
of an increased revenue to the hospital. This was obtained 
entirely by the exertions and address of Mr. Eddy, who spent 
the greater part of a winter at Albany, to obtain the grant. Per- 
haps the institution is more indebted to the good management of 
Mr. Eddy, than to the liberality of the legislature. For it has 
been said, and I believe, not without foundation, that the members 
of the legislature were not aware of the extent of their endow- 
ment. The duration of annuity whiQh is granted, depends on 
the duration of a previous grant, which, it is said, it was supposed 
viraamore limited, than upon examination is found to be the case. 
Bat this ample provision induced the governors of the hospital 
to tnrn their attention to a separate establishment for the insane, 
for whom the accommodations afforded by the city buildings were 
very inconvenient. In making a new provision for this class of 
patients, Mr. Eddy engaged with bis accustomed energy, and 
from his exertions, and the co-operation of those associated with 
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him, grew the magnificent Lunatic Asylum at Bloomingdale, 
He was chairman of the committee of Govemors of the Hospi- 
tal undef whose superinteadeDce the buildings were erected, and 
who had the management of the concern tili the patients were 
removed to it ; and tili long after a System was arranged for the 
gpvernment of the house and the treatment of the subjects. In 
all this, no one had so large a part as Mr. Eddy, and no one 
devoted so much time and attention to the establishment. 

As any thing I may write, can only serve as memoranda, which 
will direct the attention of Mr. Eddy's biographer to the history 
or records of the institutions with which he was connected, I 
may mention that I was a long time associated with him as a 
member of the Humane Society. This was an association, which 
had its origin long before I knew any thing of it The objects 
of this association, were to provide food for the destitute, and, 
particolarly, to supply the debtors in prison with some of the 
necessaries of life. At that time these objects of charity made 
an irresistible appeal to the attention of the benevolent. For it 
is Strange that the laws which shut a person up within the walls 
of a prison, because he did not, and in most cases could not, pay 
his debt, made no provision for supplying him either with fire, 
food, or raiment. As you well know, the first soup house that was 
ever opened in New York, was established by this Society, and it 
should not be forgotten, that the fears of the members that their funds 
were not equal to this enterprise, were overcome by your liberal 
engagement to defray from out your own purse all that might be 
required, beyond the means the friends of the society could afibrd. 

The views which were presented to many members of this 
society, of the condition of the poor in the city of New York, led 
to the formation, in the year 1816, of a society for the prevention 
of pauperism ; in the establishment of which, and in its action, 
Mr. Eddy took a more active part than any other man. This 
society was merged in the Society for the Reformation of Juve- 
nile Delinquents, or House of Refuge, which was incorporated in 
the year 1824. This institution, afler it had been in Operation 
two years, Mr. Clinton described in his annual message to the 
legislature of 1826, as " perhaps the best penitentiary institution 
which has ever been devised by the wit, and established by the 
beneficence of man." I had a more intimate association with 
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Mr. Eddy in this eharity firom its origin to his death, dian in any 
of the others of which we were membeni. Thoagh ihetid wen 
many who participated with him in this hmnane enterprise, yet 
I do not think it is going too iar to say that its foundation and 
fluccess was in a great measnre owing to him ; at least it may 
be questioned whether, without his indefatigahle exertions, thia 
important m<easare for the prevention of erimes, would have been 
adopted so soon. He devoted so much of his time to thia esta- 
blishment, and occupied himself so much with its concems for 
several years, that he seemed to have no business of a puUic or 
prirate nature which he thought so important, or so desenring 
his attention, It may be worthy of remark, that though there 
had been penitentiaries or asylums for infant criminals in Europe, 
previously to the establishment of the House of Refuge, yet 
there had not been aöy institotion for the reformation of juvenile 
delinquents. This differed from all others that before existed in 
this important featnre. That the laws subjected to its discipline 
persona under age, previously to their having committed any 
crime, when they axe without parents, or abandoned by them, 
and are lefl without guardian or protection, and are foimd pur* 
suing ricious courses, they may be conmiitted to the House of 
Refuge, where they are withdrawn from the power of their 
parents even, tili such provisions is made for them as the law 
prescribes. The idea of giving this very enlarged power to 
magistrates and managers of the House of Refuge, I beliebe, 
originated with Mr. Eddy. If the society for the reformation of 
juvenile delinquents was deprived of this power, it would lose the 
greater part of its usefulness. Another of our most important 
and benevolent institutions, owes its origin to the members of the 
Society for the prevention of pauperism ; I refer to the Savings 
Bank. To this Mr. Eddy devoted himself with his usual zcaI 
and energy, and remained one of its most efflcient and active 
managers while he lived. 

To this list of the numerous benevolent societies of which Mr. 
Eddy was a member, I must add another establishment, of which 
he was a founder, and continued a manager, until be thought 
its suceessfui oper^ition was secured. This was a society to pro- 
Tide fiiel for the poor. Those who had not the means of laying 
np a Store, were to deposit their money with the society ; who 
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were to lay it out on wood or coal, at the proper seaaon whoii 
these articles are cheapest ; and to let the depositor draw tp the 
amoant of his deposit when it was most needed, for the cost al 
which it had been purchased by the society. But Mr. Eddy'9 \ 

other avocations obliged hiin, after some time, to withdraw from 
this institution; and for the want of that zea] with which he ' 
devoted himself to all affairs of this kind in which he engaged, 
or from some other cause, this very benevolent attempt to Teuere 
the distress which so oflen results from cold and poverty, afier 
one or two seasons, was neglected or relinquished. Notwith- 
Standing Mr. Eddy was so successful and useful in the many 
humane institutions I have enumerated, his active and beneyolent 
mind was engaged in other projects for the advantage or relief 
of the distressed ; ! among these he had much at heart an asylum 
for convicts who had expiated their crime, by having suffered the 
punishment of imprisonment. He saw with all the sympathy of 
his character, the forlorn condition of those who, without money, 
without friends, and without character, were turned from the walls 
of a prison, to provide for themselv^s means of subsistence, and 
to whom there seems to be left the only alternative of committing 
a new crime, or of perishing. He proposed to establish for such 
objects a House of Refuge, where employment of some profit 
should be provided for them, until by their good conduct they 
could retrieve their character, and by their industry provide some 
means of support, tili they could begin the world anew. 

I have not referred to Mr. Edd/s connexion with our literary 
and scientific institutions, of all of which I believe we were 
members. Of his usefulness as an associate with us in these 
establishments, you will be much more able to speak ofhim than 
I am. And after all, my dear sir, I can not but perceive how 
little more I have done than if I had given a list of our benevo- 
lent and charitable institutions, and said that Mr. Eddy was a zea- 
lous and efficient member of each of them. But then I should 
have lost the opportunity of saying how sincerely I respected his 
character, and of manifesting the desire that I have, that the 
memory of his, great benevolence, his devotion to the welfare of 
mankind, and his many virtues, should be preserved ; and that h^ 
may be pointed out to posterity, as an example of how much good 
may be done by an individual who will devote his time and talents 
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to its accomplishm^nt. And had I not complied with your 
lequest, I should also have lost the pleasare which I baTO, my 
dear sir» in assaring you of the sincere respect with which 

I am your friend and obedient 

CADWALLADER a GOLDEN. 

To Datid HotACK, LL. D., F. R. S. asd E. 

New York, Aprü2X>, 1833. 
Dear Sih, 

KnowiDg" the intimacy which once existed between you and 

the late Thomas Eddy, whose memoirs I have undertaken to pre- 

pare for the public, from papers in my possession, and fiom such 

other sources as may be afforded me, I take the liberty to requesi 

you to &your me with any passage of his life which may be firesh 

in youf memory, accompanied with such remarks as you may 

think proper to make. I am aware of the value of your time, 

to yourself and to others ; but I will not offer you any idle apo- 

logy for taxing you, as I believe you will agree with me in opinion, 

that if it be a duty, as we are in the habit of thinking it to be, to 

attend the iunereal rites of a departed friend, that it is a higher 

duty, and of more importance to the living, to assist in giving 

currency to his virtues. 

Most respectfully, your firiend and humble serrant, 

SAMUEL L. KNAPP. 

* • 

To Fro&ssor John W. Franc», M. D. 

Ifew York, May 1, 1833. 
Dbac Sir, 

A personal acqtrainfance of more than twenty yeans with the 

late Mr. Thomas Eddy, might justify me in answering at some 

length your several interrogatories concerning his life and public 

servicea; but I have deemed it most judicious to restrict this com* 

munication to a few particulars, inasmuch as you are so amply 

furniahed with authentic materials for your contemplated biogra- 

phy. Mr. Eddy was so intimately and for so long a period asso- 

ciated with the men and measure of most of our humane, bene- 

▼olent^ and literary instttutions, that his career is in no small 

degree connected with the history of those establishments, and 

demonattates that a cardinal object of his pursui^, was to melio- 

rate the condition of human society. 
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nbufles, demonstrated that in numerous caaes mental alienalioD, 
like many physical infirmities, strictly so considered, was ofteo 
remediable ; that to pronounce a condemnation of the insane to 
«total incapability of medical relief in all afler life, vma a decision 
at variance with the strongest evidence of a contrary character, 
deduced from the results of the practice, not only at the Retreat 
at Yorkf bat of the Asylums at Nottingham, Glasgow, and other 
places ; in short, that individuals who had lost health and'reason, 
might be restored to both, by the judicious use of medicine, and 
a mild moral manageroent. 

Fortified with such testimony« Mr. Eddy's zeal was quickened; 
he united with several eminent Citizens among us, of whom I 
may particularly notice the late Mr. John Murray, jun., the late 
Qeneral Clarkson, and the late Thomas Franklin, in an appiica- 
tion to our legislature for efücient means to enable the gover^ 
nors of the New York Hospital, to erect a suitable establishmeot 
for the insane, on a scite appropriate to such an object The 
result, was the ample grant by the State of New York, and the 
delightful grounds and improvements connected therewith. The 
whole is a ptoud trophy of Mr. Eddy's laudable perseveraoce ; 
while the act by which it was secured, will ever remain conspi- 
cuous among the many which characterized the administratioa 
of Governor De Witt Clinton. 

Mr. Eddy, in common with many other benevolent individuala, 
was at first disposed to place a more entire reliance on the moral 
managemenit of insanity, to the exclusion of all medical treat- 
roent, than, I think, the facts in the case Warrant. This belief I 
know, he for some time cherished; but the enlarged experienca 
and personal Observation which for many years be aflerwards 
enjoyed a;t the noble institution which bis own efibrts so power- 
fuUycontributed to organize, led him to qualify his views on the 
curative means in lunacy. Having, while in Europe, at the time 
when the management and treatment of the insane constituted a 
prominent subject of .discussion, visited most of the lunatic insti- 
tutions of Great Britain, France, and Holland, I became fully 
convinced that those asylums in which a prompt and judicious 
medical practice was adopted« afibrded the largest £ivourable 
results of the tractable nature of mcmy forms of disoased mani- 
festations of mind: that such indeed was the case even at the 
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Retreat at York, where the number of recoTeries was greater 
wben well directed medical discipline was united to tnoral meaoa ' 
of relief ; at the asylum at Glasgow, and at La Sal Petrierie, 
Ckaranton, France, under the direction of M. Pinel, the fint 
among the moderns for adopting the moral System ; while, on the 
other hand, in Holland, where through a mistaken belief that 
the maniae is unsusceptible of mental enjo3rment, and that insanity 
is deemed an intractable disorder, no curative measures were 
employed, and of consequence, recovery was protracted and 
indeed rarely took place.* 

The eyidence deduced from traths of this nature, and the con- 
stantly aceumulating proofs in behalf of medical treatment whicfa 
modern' experience supplied, doubtless had their inflaence in caua- 
ing Mr. Eddy several years before his death, to adopt the opinion 
that the proper administration of medicinal agents, was fiivoura- 
ble to the treatment of insanity ; nay, oflentimes indispensable. 

There is another circumstance I can hardly allow to be passed 
over on this occasion without a remark, and which I think haa 
been a eoncurring cause of the too hasty and too general adop- 
tion of moral management, as of itself alone the essential means of 
eure of maniacal subjects, The delirium of inebriety, and the 
more advanced forms of diseased action denominated delirium 
tremens, have inadyertcntly been confounded with idiopa4hie 
mama; and inasmuch as the right use of reason is for the most 
part, in tbose cases, soon restored by mere abstraction from noxious 
potation, which is eöectually secured by confinement, moral 
management, without other aid, has been allowed an undue 
weight in the curative process of genuine mania. I am aware 
that permanent cerebral disorganization may arise from intern- 

* Some of tbe abuses wbich I witnessed in Holland, in the treatment of the 
insane, were scarcely inferior in their enonnity, to those of the metropolitan 
Bethlehem Hospital, as brought to light by parliamentary in^estigation. I hardly 
know whcther the mcmorable case of William Norris surpassed in cruelty an 
example which presented itself to me of an aged male ftdult, who had been 
manacled and confined for some twelve years, under ciicumstances of auflfep- 
ings, priratioBs, and tortures, a parallel to which Mr. Haslam alone coold pro- 
bably supply. Other cases of a like character I might detail as specimens of 
the practice of that country. Doubtless, the treatment of insanity has been 
more humanely regarded in Holland, as well as elsewhere, within the past fi^ 
teen or sixteen years. 
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penoee in drink, äs dissection has repeatedly shown ; liat tlie 
neglect of a distinct pathognomonic difference ^etween the 
ravings of inebriety, or delirium tremens, and mental derange* 
ment, strictly so considered, have led to gross miscalculations in 
cur prognosis. As alcoholic insanity is engendered in every 
country where drunkenness prevails, it is perhaps more fre- 
queütly seen in our mixed population, than in that of Europe. 
Hence we have sometimes been led to pronounce hastily and 
erroneously that our success in the management of lunacy is 
greater than that of other nations. We, however; must be sup- 
plied with more extensive and more accurate tabular views of the 
comparative results of practice, in different institutions^ibroad and 
at home« before we can come to a satis&ctory conclusion on this 
contested head. It is cheering to the feelings of the philanthro- 
pist to know, that by remedial measures, much more is accom- 
plished at the present day, than was at a former time imagined 
practicable ; and Mr. Eddy's convictions in afler life, . that the 
treatment of derangements of the mind, like that of disorders of 
the body, would ere long bear signal triumphs of professional skill 
in the healing art, seem likely to be experienced at no very remote 
period. 

Mr. Eddys name is associated with those of Fulton, Golden, 
Morris, Van Rensselaer, Hawley, and others, in projecting the 
canal System of New York. Years before the commencement 
of the Erie and Hudson Canal, he entertained enlarged views, 
founded on extensive personal knowledge of the country, of the 
expediency and practicability of inland communication by water. 
A paper on the subject, written by himself, may be seen in Dr. 
Hosack's memoir of De Witt Clinton. 

He was a member of the Board appointed by the Legislature, 
in 1810, to explorethe route of an inland navigation from the 
Hudson river to Lake Ontario and Lake Erie ; and he accom- 
panied the commissioners on that tour of public duty. A copy 
of the iirst published report on this subject, dated February, 
1811, may be seen in the American Medical and Philosophical 
Register. In common with Clinton, Morris, Pintard, and other 
advocates, for the general Organization of the canal policy at 
that early stage of this great undertaking, odious imputations 
were freely bestowed upon him and bis compatriots, and with 
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them he was assaiied with the weapons of ridkiile, bjan oppom» 
tion thinly scattered throughout the itate, but strongly confede- 
rated in this city. It was absurdly proclaimed that New York 
would be utterly ruined by carrying into effect the projected canal 
«ineasures. Notwithstanding the provocations were many and 
streng, he betrayed no evidences of irritability or disquietude, 
bnt, like primitive Barchiy, sustained himself with an unshaken 
indifTerence, feeling assured that ignorance could not long retain 
its usurped powers, and that rancour, the ofispring of party hatred 
and disappointed anxbition, would in due time exhanst itself by 
the force of its own venom. 

Little need be said tooching the scholastic acquisitions of Mr. 
Eddy. All I believe he ever received at school, was embraced in an 
English elementary.education. He, however, deeply studied the 
haman character : as opportunities occurred, he read on general 
subjects, of life and letters. f He was versed in profane and eccle- 
siastical story, and might be deemed an adept in Quaker annals, 
from the History of Sewall down to Sarah GruVs Journal. 
Knowledge ^being higher prized for defence than ornament, he 
tttmed bis information in these matters to an advantageous dex- 
terity, when he encountered, in his journey, that marvellous im* 
postor of the Shakers, Jemima Wilkinson, the elect lady, during 
his tour of Observation as canal commissioner in 1810. He often 
spoke of this incident with peculiar pleasure. His researches 
in polemical disquisitions made him often deprecate the folly and 
injurious tendency of sectarian controversy on religious matters; 
and confirmed him in the excellence of the more salutary infln- 
ence of the unsophisticated or orthodox doctrines, as he termed 
them, of the Society of Friends. Though these were his views, 
he feit that the intellectual culture of the Gtuakers was behind 
that of many other religious communities ; and I am persuaded 
his desire to promote knowledge, made him often regret, that 
while the society to which he belonged had every reason to 
boast of its morality, philanthropy, and benevolence ; it neglected 
too much the important advantages arising from the support of 
a literary order of men for the better education of its youth. 
Sound knowledge, he would say, subdues idleness, and prevents 
vacuity ; and a disciplined mind enables the possessor to conduct 
himself with greater safety in the right way. It will readlly be 
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allowed, that the ethics of Cluakerism, while they lead to the rejec- 
tion of speculative pHnciples, tend to the acquisition of practical 
facts ; andt however prone the mind may be to theorize, it ia some- 
what hard for theory to usurp an undue iniluence over a Q,üaker 
jttdgment Mr. Eddy might be fairly cited as an example, in 
Illustration of what is now advanced. Hence I account for bis 
indifierence to works of fancy; poetry and prose were alike 
perused by him for the solid instruction they imparted ; and he 
read Dr. MitchilFs translation of the piscatory stanzas of Sanna- 
zarius, and the lofty strains of Dryden, with similar emotions. 

No book of modern times stood so high in bis estimation, aa 
the Letters on the Christian Religion, by Dr. Olinthus Grejg^opy, 
and he exerted bis influence in the difiusion of that admirable 
work. As bis efforts in behalf of new plans, or modiüed pro- 
jects, generally quadrated with the usefulness to be derived from 

« 

contemplated measures, he was in the constant habit of urging 
the economical precepts and moral sayings of Franklin, which 
he oilen embodied, as the soundest advice, in bis confidential let« 
ters to those of bis young friends, for whom he cherished a par«* 
ticular reg-ard. The intellectuality of Madame De Stael yielded 
him less gratification than the expositions of Hannah Möre; 
and a higher glow of feeling was enkindled in bis breast by 
Rumford on Cookery and Steves, than by Burke on the Sublime 
and Beautiful. It is almost superfluous to add, that you may re* 
gard him as a decided utilitarian. 

Of the various societies with whieh he was associated, he was 
ßurly considered an operative member. Aware that business 
might be well debated, and yet badly managed ; he rarely spoke 
in a public body, and when bis opinions were demanded, he deli- 
vered bis remarks with plainness, brevity, and pertinency. In the 
social circle, bis conversation was more animated : as he had 
mixed largely with different classes of mankind, and abounded 
in lively anecdotes, it was often highly interesting. On occa- 
sions, he evinced a wholesome intrepidity and an enlarged cha- 
rity ; yet he wished every tbing congenerous with the practical, 
and be saw with little satisfaction the difiusion of philippics 
against luxurious living among a people subsisting mainly on 
the precarious tenure of the chase, and tractates on extravagance 
in dress among those whose chief vesture was a blanket. 
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Ineed not enkurge. I think you may saMyattenllo tliecon- 
elamon, that the subject of your biography appropriated the beat 
yeara of a long life to the beat purposes of man ; that he may be 
jaatly deemed enlightckiedt among a people wboae frugal viewa 
occaaion perbapa too paitial and too low an eatimation of intellec« 
tual acquiiemeDta; tbat be^waa «ninently conapicuoua iti a 
Society deaertedly regarded aa excelling all othera in worka of 
cbarity and philanthropy. 

I am aequainted with bat one atriking ioatance in hia whol« ]ife 
in which the integrity of hia judgment was aeriooaly impugned; 
he was unwittingly eaptivated by the enthusiasm which prevailed 
concerning the metallic tractors, and waa led to confide in the 
remedial efficacy of Perkinism, by ezperimenta instituted at the 
New York Hospital, where that practica waa coantenanced for a 
Short white by certain of tbe physicians of that charity. But 
little censure can rest with him on this particular account : he 
was not educated a physician ; and this extraordinary deception 
received the sapport of many eminent professional characters, both 
in Europe and America, and indeed was not completely exploded 
as an unwxirrantable hypotheais until subjected to the clinical acu- 
men of Dr, Haygarth 

A Word or two on your inqcdty relative to bis son John Eddy. 
I ref€fr you to a short miemoir of him printed in the American 
Montbly Magasnne ; mote might have been said of bis know- 
ledge of the physical branches of science, than is there recorded. 
He was a good ^oologist, an excellent mineralogist, and a rainute 
botanist His acquisitiona in this last named department were 
very remarkable. He was a member of the botanical class when 
I attended Columbia College in 1809-10. But it waa requisite, 
on account of his being a deaf-mute, that Ms Studios should be 
prosecuted privately by the intervention of signs and the manual 
aiphabet. He foünd a friend willing to give him the necessary 
direction and aid, in his relative, the professor of Botany, Dr. 
Hosack. By visible signs, instead of accentible sounds, he mas- 
tered the linnean System, and snbsequently became a practical 
botanist. He formed an herbariura of some extent, of cur indi- 
genous plants. The greater aeuteness of the surviving senses 
when one or more are destroyed, was verified in the casc oi John 
Eddy. His industry was unintermittingr and bis attainments 
E 
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seemed inciediUe to those who are unaware what intelkstaal 
power and activity are occaaionally displayed by persom.tQ whiHii; 
one sense is sbut out The blind Rumpbias, of Holland, is still 
recügnized as conspicuous among erudite botanical inTeatigators; 
and John Eddy, had bis lue been protracted, and he given an 
exclusire attention to the same find of studies, might have 
secured to himself a permanent place in the catalogue of Ame- 
rican botanists. 
Make nach use of this imperfect'letter as you may think fit. 
With dae consideration, I remain, very respectfuUy, 

JOHN W. FRANCIS. 

To Colone! 8. L. Sjiapp. 
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"But UieM were modfiil men. wiioM riihteoufiM« licQi not bew faqfilUm.' 
" Their bodiea are buried in peaee, bat Umr name Ihwüi ibr evemioie.*' 



At no perlod in the history of natlons has the mind 

of man been more active in the great bnsiness of 

ameliorating bis condition, thän that which has elap- 

sed since the close of the American revolution. Inven- 

tion, industry, and enterprise, have been abroad, and 

multiplied conveniences, comforts, and even elegan- 

cies, beyond enumeration. Nor has this been all : 

Those charitable institutions, which are, at the same 

time, the medicine for natural and moral evils, and the 

noble Ornaments of civil society, have every where 

been built up, but especially in this country ; and It 

is not too much to say, that, in many instances, our 

institutions have become patterns for other nations^ 

even those of the old world, from which, in other 

things, we have taken so much in organizing societies 

amongst oürselves. These institutions although of 

the first importance to the public welfare, seem to lie 

out of the path of the general historian, who contents 

himself with some cursory remarks upon them as 

domestic matters, and goes on to battles, treaties, and 

political occurrences, as making up all that is worthy 

4 
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the attention of the reader, or proper for his pen ; 
and, it is ßingular, that the writers of blography should 
have so seldom taken up the lives of philanthropists. 
Almost every grade of society, and every ädventurer, 
has been descrlbed, while those who laboured for the 
good of mankind have been, with some few excep- 
tions, neglected. The reading world have been sup- 
plled with countless volumes written upon the deeds 
of warriors, who have desolated nations, and marked 
their footsteps with blood. In the opinion of men, 
they had conquered their fame: 

" They were the mighty of the world, 

The demi-gods of earth ; 
Their breath-— the flag of blood nnftirled 

And gave the battle birth. 
They lived — ^to trample on mankind, 
And in their ravage leave behind 

The impress of tkeir worth. 
'^ And wizzard rhyme, and hoary song, 

Hallowed their deeds, and hymned their wrong. 

The statesmen and orators, as well as warriors, have 
had their Plinys and their Plutarchs to band them 
dowii to posterity in a blaze of glory ; and even the 
poets who were neglected while living, have had their 
Cibbers and Johnsons to teil the world how they sqf- 
fcred and how they sung ; while the philanthropist, 
whose deeds have an influence on the moral world, 
88 the dews of heaven have upon the natural, has 
hardly found a poet or historian. Not even a name 
has been left on record for the good Samaritan. In 
a few instances, it is true, genius and feeling have 
burst out into a sweet strain of honest eulogy of the 
benevolent, such as will never be forgotten. Pope's 
tuneful tribute to the Man of Ross, and Burke's 
eloquent description of Howard, pan never be lost 
Some, in modern times, have sketched the lives of a 
few philanthropists, but frequently in so tarne a man- 
Her, that one would think that there was a canoa 
against showing the slightest enthusiasm in com- 
l&emorating the good. Some few have broken through 
their shackles, and dared to assign them a place in the 
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hlstory of man, and to say to these doers of good In 
a spirit of prophecy, 

" Thine was an empire o'er distress; 

Thy triumph — of the mind ; 
To barst the oonds of wretchedness, 

The friend of human kind : 
Thy name — through every fatore age, 
By oard, philanthropist, and sage. 

In glory shaill be shrined." 

But these honest chronlclers have as yet had no Chance 
with the delineators of warriors and statesmen, who 
had astonished, awed, and charmed mankind. It 18 
believed that a day of better taste is dawning upon 
US, and that men will take as. much pleasure In tra- 
cing the rise and progress of an asylum for the chil- 
dren of poverty and disease, as in recounting a battle 
in which thousands were made miserable, and which 
created many orphans at a blow. 

Promiscuous charity has been practlsed by the 
kind-hearted and the wealthy in every age andnation. 
The benevolent have poured the oil and- wine into 
the wounds of the unfortunate, to assuage their 
anguish, if they could not heal them ; they have fed 
the hungry and clothed the naked, and in so doing 
have received their reward in the blessings of the 
just. The Saviour of the world declared that, inas- 
much as this was done to one of the children of 
misfortune, it was done unto himself. But notwith* 
Standing this generous current of philanthropy has 
been flowing in the hearts of the virtuous, in all 
nations, since the birth of man, yet it was left for a 
late age to collect f acts relative to human misery, and 
from these to form a system for permanent relief- 
In former times, charity seemed to pour out her heart 
like water, but never to consult reason upon the true 
means of preventing the evils she mourned. In this 
age she has called in industry, sagacity, perseverance, 
and the highest order of invention, to assist her in 
her great undertakings. 

Prisons, in every age and nation, have been viewed 
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with borror by tbe great mass of the people ; tbeir 
bars and gates and chains have been so intimately 
associated with crime and infamy, that the blood 
curdled at the very thought of them, Qnd the shortest 
confinement was a lasting disgrace ; and no wonder, 
for within the four walls, and frequently in the same 
room, the murderer, the thief, the insane, and the 
honest debtor, mingled their wailings, and breathed 
the same tainted atmosphere. It seemed m if the 
powerful and the benevolent were paralyzed in con- 
templating these evils, and thought the slightest 
remedy was beyond all hope. They could do some- 
thing to soften the miseries of the individual, but dared 
not combat the prejudices of the age, nor attempt to 
form a general System to reäch a class of cases. 

About the middle of the last Century, a philanthro- 
pist arose in England, who gave a new direction to 
the alms of individuals, to the sympathy of communi- 
ties, and to the charity of nations. This philanthro- 
pist was John Howard.* He was a man of strict 
habits, of darin^ courage, both natural and moral. 
He began, as it was then considered, a Crusade of 
charity. He examined the State of all the prisona in 
England and Wales, and then extended bis researchcs 
through the continent. He made known bis disco- 
veries to the grand inquest of the British nation, the 
House of Commons. This august body heard the 
relation with surprise, and set about turning the Infor- 
mation they had gained to alleviating miseries, which 
until then had appeared as among legendary tales 
or incurable evils. Howard was still indefatigable 
in bis new pathway of glory, and at last feil a martyr 
to bis zeal in the cause, on the banks of the JEuxine. 
His exertions, however, were so bold and novel, as to 
excite general attention, and to give a new Impulse 
to the cbaritable dispositions of the human mind. 
He was indeed born for the universe, and the eflfects of 
his exertions are pervading the whole of Christendom. 

* See Appendix. 
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America has been so intimately connected with 
England in science and letters, that all that has been 
done in that country, was soon known in this, and 
has generally been imitated, when found to be good ; 
at first, by small beginnings, which were, from time 
to time, increased and improved, as information and 
wealth advanced. The privations and sufferings of 
a new people, taught them to be kind to one another, 
and gave them the habits as well as the spirit of 
benerolence. It might, of course, have been expected 
by the patriot and philosopher, that Howard would 
have a sc^ool in America. This school has been 
68tablished. 

One of the most distingüished disciples of this 
tmiversity of charity, was Thomas Eddy, a merchant 
of the City of New York. He was born about the 
period that Howard began to mark out his course of 
actidn. Eddy not only made this great philanthro- 
pist his pattern, but he carried his-reasonings farther 
than Howard had an opportunity to do. Seizing the 
facts and reasonings which Howard had furnished, 
he added others, truly his own, and set about to 
inflüence his fellow Citizens to make practical efforts 
to test thte correctness of his views, and the sound- 
ness of M^principies ; and such was his süccess, that 
he, by general consent, received the appellation of 
the '*^ Howard of America." Some notice of the life, 
writings, and deeds of such a man, if is believed, will 
not only be acceptable, but useful to the public, as 
an incentive to like efforts, and as a satisfactory proof 
of what can be dpne among men by one individual 
of intelligence, virtue, and moral courage. 

If, in later life, it is difflcult for a man to speak of 
himself and his deeds, particularly, if he has been 
called to take a conspicuous part on the stage of 
aption ; still, that autobiography of such a man which 
recounts the deeds and trials of childhood and youth, 
and so far into manhood as to come up to the time 
when distinction commences, is al way s the best, when 
p 4* 
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It can be obtained. . Fortunately, a piain, modest, 
and well written account of the early dayd of Thomas 
Eddy, has been left from bis own band. It was only 
intended for the eye of bis family and particular 
friends, but the narratlve is so happy, that it would 
be over fastidious indeed to hesitate to use it oa this 
occasion. It is almost impossible for a biographer, 
even with every aid before him, to describe the true 
gro wth and development of a mind, from the cradle to 
maturity. The individual himself can alone approx- 
imate to the truth. In chlldhood and youth, when 
the Imagination wanders at will, none but the per- 
son himself can teil all the avenues and directions of 
thought, nor precisely when passion was commingled 
with judgment, or by what food and exercise the 
mind obtained its stature. I shall, as the best thlng 
that can be done for my readers, introduce an extract, 
in Mr. Eddy's own words, giving an account of him- 
self up to the time he began bis effectual efforts aa 
a philanthropist : — 

" I can only trace my ancestors as far back as my 
grandfather, John Edie, (by a letter I have seen from 
him to my f ather, he so spelled bis name,) who lited in 
Belfast, in Ireland, but he probably camefrom Aberdeen, 
in Scotland. He was much respected and esteemed 
as a remarkably upright honest man — he was in low 
circumstances, and only able to give my father a small 
portion of school learning. My father, James Eddy, 
was born in Belfast, 1712 ; he served an apprenticeship 
to William Sinclair, a respectable merchant in Dublin. 
My mother's name was Mary Darragh ; she was born 
in Dublin about 1 724 ; she was of a respectable and good 
family. My parents were married in Dublin about the 
year 1742. She had a fortune of about £1000 Sterling. 
I believe soon after their marriage, they removed to 
Belfast, and there my father pursued mercantile bu§i- 
ness. They had both been educated Presbyteriana^ 
but during their residence in that city, he became 
acquainted with Robert Bradshaw, a Frlend, of conisA 



LIFB OF THOMAS BDDT« 48 

deräble estate, who resided atj^ewtonards, about seven 
miles from Belfast, and was highly respected and 
much beloved. He was not a minister, but a meetlng 
was held at bis house, whicb was occasionally attend- 
ed by some of bis tenants. He lent my fatber some 
Friend's books, wbo in tbis way became acquainted 
witb tbeir principles, and was received as a member 
in tbe society . My motber was warnüy attacbed to tbe 
Presbyterians, and mucb prejudiced against tbe doo- 
tirines and principles of Friends; bowever, sbe after- 
wards became convinced of tbeir rectitude, and was 
received into membersbip. Sbe was a pious and valua- 
ble woman. About tbe year 1753, tbey embarlced for 
America, and landed and settled at Pbiladelpbia. My 
fatber pursuedmercantile business, mostly insbipping, 
tili about 1766, 'wben he went into tbe ironmongery 
business. He died in 9th montb. My motber bad six- 
teen cbildren, of whom none are now llving, but my 
sister, Mary Hosack, and myself. Sbe was only a few 
montbs old at tbe time of our fatber's decease. I was 
born in Philadelphia, 6th of 9tb montb, 1758. My 
motber carried on tbe hardware business extensively 
after my fatber's death, tili tbe year 1796, wben sbe 
removed to Buckingbam, in Bucks county. Sbe was 
induced to quit the city on account of the bitter spi- 
rit of persecution of the Whigs (tbe advocates of 
American independence) against the Tories, (so call- 
ed on account of tbeir attachment to the motber 
country ;) and our family being of the latter descrip- 
tion, we suffered considerably from the opposite par- 
ty. Schools were then badly conducted, and many 
of them broken up, on account of tbe teachers being 
Tories, so that I bad but a poor Chance of getting an 
education. All the learning I acquired was reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, as far as vulgär fractions. 
As to grammar, I could repeat some of its definitions 
by rote, but was totally Ignorant of its principles. 
About the year 1771, my motber placed me as an ap- 
prmtice witb John Hoskins, of Burlington, to leam 
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the tanning business, but owing to some misunder- 
Standing about my learning the currying trade, I 
flid not continue with him mare than two years« 
Public affairs were in a very unsettled «täte, and 
a great deal of bitterness and ill-will subsisted 
amongst the people, which produced much division 
and strife between families and near connexions, 
who had heretofore lived in perfect peace and har- 
mony. The science of government was little ander- 
«tood, yet every bustling politlcian was a great man. 
Many of the most respectable Citizens were opposed 
to a Separation from Great Britain, yet all acknow- 
ledged that the Claims of the British Parliament 
were severe and unju&t. Those opposed to indepaa- 
iience conceived that more ought to have been done 
tp Qbtain redress of grievances in a peaceable way, 
without having recourse to the shedding of blood. 
Every one seemed to take a decided and warm part, 
«nd was attached, and marked as belonging to one 
or other of the two parties. It now appears very 
clearly to my mind, that it would have been more 
wise and consistent with the principles of Friends, if 
they had more carefully avoided the intemperate 
political zeal, then manifested by all parties. The 
advice of George Fox, was for Friends to keep out 
Df • all civil commotions, ifec, as they are mostly car- 
ried on in a temper very opposite to the meek and 
quiet spirit of the Gospel. From the age of 16 to 20 
years, my most particular and intimate friends were 
Charles Mifflin and William Savary, with whom I 
daily associated. The former was well educated 
ßnd Df a fine understanding, with sound principles 
and a marked integrity. The latter was jbl most 
valuable character, and a highly pleaslng and enter- 
taining companion. We were all fond of such sub- 
Jects and pursuits as were most likely to promote 
mlrth and pleasantry, yet the wise and excellent 
sentiments communicated to us by Charles Mi£9in 
nvjere one means of preserving us from much härm; 
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and happy would it have been for me, if I had, 
through life, more imitated his excellent character. 
He possessed fine literary talents, and as a poet was 
pleasing and - instructive. His family connexions 
were wealthy, and generally fashionable. He, more 
particularly, during the latter part of his llfe, was a 
truly religious and göod man. Of William Savary, 
It Would be difficult for me to say too much. No 
two persons could entertain a more near and tender 
regard and aflfection for each other, than always 
subsisted between us. He was a man of uncommon- 
ly strong mind, and good understandlng. When 
about 25 years of age, he became a minister, and per- 
haps there never was one more hlghly esteemed and 
beloved. He was admired by all classes, and openly 
opposed to every thing in the least marked ^urith 
bigotry or superstition. As a preacher, he was in 
the first rank. His manner of delivery was pleasing 
and solemn, his mind was cultivated and improved, 
and he was uncommonly liberal in his sentiments 
towards those of other societies. I have often thought 
there never was so nearly perfect a character, within 
my knowledge, in our society, and none that more 
extensively inculcated and effectually diffused, truc, 
practical, Christian principles. I could do no less , 
than pay this brief tribute to the memory of these 
two excellent men, who were the friends of my 
youth, and who early instilled into my mind, opl- 
nions and sentiments, that have been instructive and 
useful to me through life. 

In 1777, the British troops took possession of Phila- 
delphia, and soon after their entering the city, the 
American army attacked them at Germantown. I 
rode out with William Savary to that place, before 
the battle was entirely over, and had a view, a moum- 
ful View, of the killed and wounded on the ground. 
When we arrived, the Americans had retreated, and 
the British army had advanced as far as Chesnüt 
Hill. About a month previous to the arrival of the 
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British In Philadelphia, a uumber of Friends, amongst 
whom was my eider brothei Charles, were arrested by 
a gener al Warrant, by order of the Executive Council 
of Pennsylvania, and without being admitted to a 
hearing, were unjustly banished to Winchester, in 
Virginia. Of this number, I recoUect the names of 
Israel, John, and James Pemberton, Edward Penlng- 
ton, Thomas, Samuel, and Myers Fisher, Thomas 
Gilpin, and others. The alleged Charge against them 
was, that they were unfriendly to the independence 
of America. They were absent several months, and 
were allowed, to return, during the time the British 
occupied the city. The British army evacuated 
Philadelphia in 6th month, 1778. Soon after, several 
persons were arrested, under a Charge of aiding the 
British, and were tried for treason- As is common 
in all civil wars, the minds of people were extremely 
Irritated against each other, and those who were 
attached to the British government, were often very 
bitterly persecuted by the opposite party. Amongst 
those Citizens of Philadelphia charged with treason, 
were John Roberts and Abraham Carlisle. They 
were both Friends of good reputation, and very 
respectable men. The former was a milier, and resi- 
ded nearMerion meeting house, about six milesfrom 
Philadelphia. The latter was a board merchant, 
near Vine street. The Charge against Roberts was, 
that when the British troops were on their march to 
take possession of Philadelphia, and had advanced 
near Swedes Ford, on the Schuylkill, 17 miles from 
the city, he sent word to General Howe, who com- 
manded the British, that the Friends, who, as afore- 
mentioned, had been banished to Virginia, were then 
proceeding on the road to Rea^ing, and suggested to 
the General that he should send a detachment of the 
army to fall in with them, in order that they might 
return to their families. After the British took pos- 
session of the city, a line of fortifications was com- 
pleted from the Schuylkill to the Delaware, and 
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gates were placed at different parts of this Une. At 
one öf these gates, Abraham Carlisle was stationed by 
direction of General Howe, in order to examine all 
who went out of the clty, or came Into it, and it was 
made bis duty to stop any suspiclous persona Thls 
constituted the Charge exhibited against him. They 
were both tried by Judge McKean, condemned to be 
hanged, and were accordingly executed. John 
Robertos funeral was at Merion, on which occaslon 
a meeting was held, which was very large. He was 
extensively known, and much beloved. Nicholas 
Waln, and others, preached, and I attended, as did a 
large number from the city. ' Abraham Carlisle was 
interred in Friend's burial ground in Fourth street ; 
his funeral, also, was very large. When the British 
troops evacuated Philadelphia, my brother Charles 
removed to New York, and in 4th month, 1779, 1 also 
left my native city and came by land to New York. 
At thls period it was very dangerous travelllng with- 
out a passport. I was put over to Staten Island (pos- 
sessed by the British troops) at night, and next day 
reached New York. My brother Charles had, some 
time before, sailed for England. I had sold my 
horse at Rahway, and had only ninety-six doUars on 
my reachlng New- York, where I was totally a stran- 
ger, and as to a knowledge of any kind of business, 
entirely Ignorant. My school learning, as I have be- 
fore mentioned, was very limited, so that, of course, 
I had to encounter many dilficulties, and laboured 
under great disadvantage in my attempts to acquire 
a sufflciency to defray my expenses. I took board 
with William Backhouse, in the hoüse now occupied 
by Daniel McCormick in Wall street, at the rate of 
eight doUars per week, besides having to pay one 
doUar weekly for washing ; Samuel Elain, late of 
Newport, deceased, John I. Glover, and two or three 
other respectable merchants, boarded at the same 
house ; becomingacquainted with them was highly 
useful to me, as it was the first opportunity I had 
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ever had of acquiring a knowledge of commerce, 
/ and the course of mercantile dealing. I knew that 
it was out of my power to support myself with what 
I then possessed, and that I must soon come to want, 
unless I could succeed in business. The first thing 
to which my attention was turned, was daily to 
attend auetions at the CoflFee House, and being sen- 
sible of my own ignorance, 1 endeavoured by every 
means in my power to acquire information — care- 
ftilly inquiring of others the names of articles ex- 
posed for pulplic sale, as it often happened that I was 
not even acquainted with the names of many of 
them. I then inquired their value, and advised with 
some persons previous to purchasing ; sometimes on 
noticing an article inten ded to be sold by auction, I 
would procure a sample, and call on some dealer in 
the article, and get them to offer me a fixed price on 
my furnishing it : in this way, by first ascertaining: 
where I could dispose of the goods, I would purchase, 
provided (he price would afford me a profit. On this 
plan I have found a purchaser for goods, bought and 
delivered them, and received the money which ena- 
. I bled me to pay the auctioneer the cost of them, with- 
out my advancing one Shilling. I was obliged to 
live by my wits, and this necessity was of great use 
ta me afterwards. Some months after my arrival at 
New York, my brother Charles arrived from Ireland, 
and brought with him, on account of merchants there, 
provisions, linens, öcc. shipped from Dublin, Cork, 
Belfast, and other ports. He returned to Europe in 
1780, previous to which we formed a copartnership 
with Benjamin S^kes, under the firm of Eddy, 
Sykes, & Co. 

" This firm prosecuted business mostly in consign- 
ments from England and Ireland, and some shipping 
business. My partner was a good natured honest 
Englishman, but not possessed of a very intelligent, 
active mind ; in consequence of this, the management 
and contrivance of the business feil to my lot, and, 
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though very young, and wlthout experience, I had 
to write all the letters, and carry on every kind of 
Gorrespondence, besides mostly making all the pur* 
chases and sales. By every packet we had to write 
twenty or thirty letters to England and Ireland, and 
to accomplish this, had frequently to sit writing tili 
12 or 1 o'clock in the morning. I was sedulously 
and actively employed in business, and in this way 
acquired considerable knowledge of commercial af- 
fairs. Our concerns were extensive, and were prose- 
cuted with tolerable success, respectability, and repu- 
tation. My brother George was, at this time, in 
Philadelphia, about 18 yearsof age. He possessed a 
remarkably sensible and comprehensive mind. AI- 
though he had no knowledge of business, he was 
füll of enterprise. By him, in Philadelphia, and by 
Eddy, Sykes & Co. in New York, an arrangement 
was made, with the consent of General Washington, 
to supply the British and foreign troops with money, 
who were taken with Lord Cornwallis at York 
Town. The money was ralsed by my brother at 
Philadelphia, drawing on us at New York, and the 
monies thus raised were paid to the Paymaster of 
the British and foreign troops, prisoners at Lancc^- 
ter, Pennsylvania, for which he received and sent to 
Eddy, Sykes & Co. that Paymaster's drafts on the 
Paymaster General at New York. By an agreement 
made with Sir Henty Clinton, the British Commander, 
we were paid six per cent. commission. The whole 
amount paid amounted to a very large sum, and 
proved a profitable contract. 

'' After being some time in business, I kept house in 
John Street. My most intimate friends, at this time, 
were Richard and Lawrence Hartshorne. I had 
formed some acquaintance with Lawrence Harts- 
home's sister previous to my Coming to New York, 
and then experienced a tender and warm attachment 
towards her, and about a year after my coming to 
New York, I went down to Sandy Hook in Company 
5 
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with Lawrence Hartshortie, whose object in attempt- 
ing this dangerous enterprise wa» to Visit hi8 parents, 
whilst mine was to obtain an interview with bis 
sister. In the evening, we immediately ventured on 
shore, and went to hiis father's, who resided on bis 
farm at Black Point. Tbe family were all In bed, 
and we were thus disappointed in seeing any of 
them. Lawrence was advised by bis fatber to return 
immediately to Sandy Hook, as tbere was reason to 
suspect tbat parties of tbe militia were tben near tbe 
premises. We accordingly went to tbe river side, 
and taking a small canoe, pusbed off in bopes of 
getting safe to tbe Hook ; it was moonligbt, and as 
we kept off some dlstance from tbe shore, we did 
not apprebend danger tili we sbould reach tbe Gut 
(as it was called) which separated Sandy Hook from 
tbe Higblands. Tbis was very narrow, so tbat we 
were obliged to pass within a little dlstance of tbe 
Jersey shore. Tbere were stationed about tblrty of 
tbe Jersey militia, and a number of them fired on us. 
We laid ourselves on our backs in tbe bottom of tbe 
canoe, and some of tbe balls went througb tbe sides, 
immediately^ over our bodies. Finding we could not 
escape, we fowed to tbe shore, and surrendered our- 
selves prisoners. At first, they treated us barshly, 
searched us, and took from us some articles of sm^Üil 
value. In tbe morning they marched us to Middle- 
town, and tben to Monmouth Couh-house, wbere we 
were iaken before Judge Symmes (tbe fatber of 
Capt. Symmes) and committed to prison. We were 
put in a small room, about six or seven feet Square, 
in which we found four or five prisoners, some of 
whom had been confined tbere some time. We Vere 
much crowded, and had nothing to lie on but ex- 
tremely dirty straw, which I believe had not been 
changed since the other prisoners had occupied the 
room. On first entering this miserable dungeon, tbe 
stench occasioned by foul and noxious air exceedingly 
alarmed me, and it was strongly flxed on my mind 
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that it would put an end to my life in less than half 
an hour. However, in Urne, it did not feel so very 
offensive, and becoming habituated to it, I was able 
to eat my meals with a good appetite. 

" Elisha Boudinot (now President of the American 
Bible Society) was th^n commissary of prisoners; 
I consulted with him, and he behaved very friendly 
towards me. One day, it was reported that a woman 
had offered to swear that she had seen me, a Short 
time before this, at New Brmiswiclc. This was false, 
as I had not been out of New York for more than a 
year. It was said, if she would swear I was there. 
it would enable them to prove me a spy. This served, 
of course, to alarm me extremely ; however, in a little 
time, no more was said about it. We remained in 
this loathsome place about eight or ten days, and 
were then removed to Springfield, six miles from 
Elizabethtown. At Springfield, we had the liberty 
of a mile round the village, and in about a month, 
were exchanged for, I believe, two soldiers of the 
mllitia, and returned safe to our friends in New York. 
Soon after this, Hannab Hartshorne came to the city 
on a Visit to her brother, which afforded me frequent 
opportunities of being in her Company, and resulted 
in our forming an affectionate and lasting attach- 
ment towards each other. We were married on the 
twentieth of 3d month, 1782, at the old Meeting 
House in Liberty street. I continued in business tili 
peace was concluded in 1783, and in the llth month 
of that year, the British troops evacuated the city. 
This was a trying period to myself, and others, who 
had taken reftige in New York, as all persons of our 
description had thereby incurred the ill-will ofthose 
of the opposite party, and we much feared that we 
should be exceedingly persecuted by them. Great 
numbers went to Nova Scotiä, and amongst others, 
my brother in law, Lawrence Hartshorne, and bis 
family, I could not reconcile leaving my mother and 
near connexions in Philadelphia, and this considera- 
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tion prevented my remo/Ing to Halifax. It may now 
appear stränge, that persons born in America, should 
have been opposed to American independence. It is, 
however, not surprising, that among the great body of 
the people, who were all born and educated British 
subjectsy that many deep-rooted prejudices should 
exist, tending to excite an attachment to that govern- 
ment, and an aversion to republicanism. 

" These were sensible of the unjust and tyrannical 
conduct of Great Britain towards this country, but 
they conceived redress of grievances might be ob- 
tained without a Separation. 

" This, as events proved, was a vainexpectation. In 
truth, the science of government was not then so well 
tinderstood as at present, and great numbers, having 
the knowledge they now possess, would then have 
adopted very different political sentiments. This 
would certainly have been the f act as regards myself. 
Before the Americans entered the city, I removed to 
New Jersey, and soon after to Philadelphia. My 
brother Charles was married and in business in Lon- 
don, and I formed a connexion in Philadelphia, un- 
der the firm of Thomas and George Eddy. In the 
first month of ,1784, I went to Tirginia for the pur- 
pose of purchasing and making shipments of tobacco. 
It was a most remarkably severe winter, and I recol- 
lect when riding near Port-Roy al on theRappahanock 
river, that the snow along the fences (drifted) was 
six feet deep. The winter in Ist month, 1780, was, 
however, much more severe. All the bay of New 
York was then frozen, for some weeks, as far as San- 
dy Hook. Horses and sleigbs passed from the city 
to Staten Island. I remember seeing a number of 
large cannon, 42 pounders, taken on the ice from 
Paulus' Hook or New York to Staten Island. Great 
numbers of people were daily skating on the bay. I 
went on skates to Governor's Island, Bedlow's Island, 
and Paulus' Hook. 

" During the revolutionary war, tobacco, in Europe, 
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80ld at a very extravagant price, in coilsequence.of 
which considerable quantities were shipped within 
a year after the peace, so that the market was over- 
stocked, and the price so reduced, that much money 
, was lost by the shippers ; my brother and myself lost 
considerable. When peace took place, there were 
scarce any European goods on band, which occasion- 
ed large importations to be made by our merchants. 
The ill effects of this began to be severely feit in 
i786 to 1788, which ruined many in America and 
London. Almost the whole of the American trade 
was then confined to London, and very little com- 
mercial intercourse with any other port in England. 
My brother Charles had shipped considerably on credit 
to Thomas and George Eddy, and many others, who, 
owing to the country being inundated with every sort 
of goods, were unable to remit to England. Thomas 
and George Eddy, had supplied imprudently an indi- 
vidual residing at f^redericksburg, Virginia, with' 
gopds to a large amount. He died, and left bis affairs 
in a very misettled State. On this account I removed 
with my family to Predericksburg, and kept a large 
retail störe in the name of Thomas and George Eddy, 
my brother George remaining in Philadelphia. This 
Virginia business turned out badly, and my being 
much exposed to extravagant and dissipated Company 
was a great injury to me in every respect. In 1788, 
I returned to Philadelphia, and as my brother in Lon- 
don had failed, It became necessary for Thomas and 
George Eddy to make a settlement with their cre- 
ditors. 

" We were discharged under a gener al act of bank- 
ruptcy for the State of Pennsylvania. Since then, 
the debts due from them have been inostly paid. 
Some were not legal demands, and it was thought 
not right to pay them. 

"I now had an opportunity of learningin theschool 
of adversity some useful lessons, that have been of 
advantage to me. I have often looked back to this 
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period, and recoUected how much I lamented my mio- 
fortune, as It is generally termed, but which, Indeed, 
was a " blessing in disguise," for, not succeedlng in ^ 
business in Virginia, obliged me to remove, wbereas, 
had I succeeded, I probably sbould have remained 
there, and, considering my weakness, how apt to 
unite in Company in every re£q[)ect improper and hurt- 
ful to my best interests, moral and religious, there is 
every reason to suppose that I should have partaken 
of all the evils produced in such a profligate and 
irreligious State of society, as did Ihen exlst in Virgi- 
nia I seldom reflect on the circumstahces which 
forced me to leave that place, without feeling my . 
mind warmed with a sense of gratitude to the AU- 
Wlse Disposer of human events, that he was gracious- 
ly pleased so to extend his providential care over me, 
as to cause my removal from a State of society that . 
might, by my remaining in it, have proved destruc- 
tive to my family, and ruinous to myself. 

''I omitted to mention, thaton the4thof 6th month, 
1785, I embarked for England in the English ship 
Mildred, bound for London. I remained in England 
only about three months, and returned Uie latter part 
of llth month, being absent near six months. This 
voyage was not productive of much advantage to me. 

" In the year 1790, 1 went with my family to Black 
Point, and in the foUowing year removed to New 
York. On my return to this city, all I had was flfty 
pounds, supplied me by my father-in-law, but owing 
to the kind attention of Robert Bowne, and others, I 
soon got into some little business. At this period, 
and for some years afterwards, there were no Insu- 
rance Offices in New York, and being encouraged by 
my friends, I commenced the business of an Insurance 
broker. I pursued this with success for three or four 
years. About 1792, the public debt of the United 
States was founded ; this afforded an opportunity for 
people to speculate In the public funds. In this busi- 
ness I made a good deal of money. I declined acting 
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as an Insurance broker, and did consid^able business 
as an underwriter, in which I was successftil. 

<' In 1793, or 1794, I was elected a Director in the 
Mutual Insurance Company, and soon after a Director 
in the Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, and 
in 1797, was appointed Treasurer of that Company. 
From early life, ail improvement of a public nature, 
that tended to beneflt the oountry, or in any shape 
promote the happiness and welfare of mankind, were 
considered by me as highly important, an^ daimed 
my attention. I have been connected with a num- 
ber of public institutions, and have provldentially 
been the means of their being established." 

Mr. Eddy, at this time, being in easy circumstances^ 
had leisure to turn his attention to some of those 
charities that are of permanent beneflt to mankind. 
He had read the human mlnd with great sagacity 
and attention, and had analyzed the spirit of society 
in his own country. He found, as every wise man 
will, that if there are inevitable evils in the world, 
yet much may be done by way of softening them, 
or preparing the mind to bear them. 
* One of the flrst objects of his exertions was that 
of establishing a penitentiary in the State of New 
York, for he believed that many who had been al- 
lured to the paths of vice might be recalled, if proper 
meihods were taken to instruct them in trades, to give 
them industrious habits, and to keep them from the 
poUution of those hardened in iniquity. He was 
well acquainted with the general plan and economy 
of the penitentiary establisAment in Philadelphia, 
which had been got up by the influence of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, but he thought even this system was 
susceptible of improvement. No other State had then 
followed the example of Pennsylvania, nor had its 
fame reached the leadlng philanthropists of New 
York. The penal code in most of the States still has 
the sanguinary spirit and hard features of the English 
penal code, which, with all their boasted lovc of 
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liberty, was written in blood. ; Tbe tears of the sym- 
pathetic, and the voice of the benevolent, had made 
but slow progress agalnst the apathy of the great 
mass of mankind, and the vindictive spirit of a few, 
who believe, or profess to belleve, that the world 
should be governed by a rod of iron. The hearts of 
the people were made callous by the sight of Stocks, 
whipping-posts, pillories, in every shire, town, or con- 
siderable village. Flagellation with the cat-o'-nine- 
tails, burning in the band, or forehead, with a bot 
iron, cropping the ears of prisoners in the pillory, 
were all common sights to the youngest, as well as 
the oldest, portion of the commmiity. The Friends 
in Pennsylvania were among the flrst people in the 
Union to make an effort to change this barbarity for 
some milder System, thinking, and thinking justly, 
that severe punishments produced, rather than dimi- 
nished crime. To this Order of Christians the public 
are indebted for many good examples ; but if this 
was the only thing they had done-for mankind, they 
would deservedly stand high with the historian. By 
their efforts, the penal code of Pennsylvania was 
ameliorated, and this good precedent has been fol- 
lowed by most of the States in the Union. 

In 1796, Mr. Eddy was on a journey to Philadelphia, 
in Company with General Philip Schuyler, of the State 
of New York. Schuyler was then a member of the 
Senate of that State, and was, Justly, very influential. 
He ha4 been for more than forty years a prominent 
charäcter in the country, first, as an ofllcer in the war 
of 1766, and then a magnanimous leader in the revo- 
lutionary contest. He had talents, integrity, property, 
and moral courage, and was the very man for the 
purpose Eddy had in view, which was to engage him 
in the change he wished to bring about in the penal 
code of the State of New York, and for the establish- 
ment of a penitentiary system. Eddy conversed free- 
ly with Schuyler upon every topic that had a bearing 
upon the subject, and as soon as they reached the city 
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of Philadelphia, they repaired to tbe prison and made 
a thorough examination of the ediflce, the convicts, 
the by-laws, the whole economy of the eatablishmenty 
which were eatisfactory to that practical statesmau 
Mr. Eddy had laboured to engage in the cause, and he 
was now ready to go heart and hand with him. Mr. 
Eddy procured a large number of copies of the penal 
Code of Pennsylvania, and distributed them freely. 
To each of the members of the Legislature he pre- 
sented a copy, at the next meeting of that body, after 
his Visit to Philadelphia. The General, with the as- 
sistance of Mr. Eddy, drew up a bill for establiahing 
a penitentiary System in the State (rf New York. 
This bill he did not introduce into the Senate him- 
seif, but engaged the Services of a distinguished 
member of that body, Ambrose Spencer,* a gentleman 
of first rate abilities, and who has since filled the 
Important otELce of Chief Justice of the State of New 
York, with high honour. Both Spencer and Scbuy- 
ler made excellent speeches on the subject, which had 
a öurprising effect upon the members of the Senate, 
and on the audience. Mr. Eddy was at hand to give 
all the details that were necessary for a proper 
understanding of the provislons of the bilL The 
moment the representatives of the people were con- 
vinced of the Utility and practicability of the mea- 
sure, the bill was passed without.any great difficulty. 
The bill directed a State prison to be erected, and 
appointdd Matthew Clarkson, John Watts, Thomas 
Eddy, Isaac Stoutenburg, and John Murray, Jun., 
commissioners to carry the bill into eflfect. These 
commissioners designated Thomas Eddy as a com- 
mittee for building the prison, who engaged the 
architect and workmen, and went on in his own way 
with the whole concern. This duty he set about to 
perform, but imitated very closely the plan of the 
establlBhment at Philadelphia ; the plan of the Single 
rooms was an after thought with Mr. Eddy, but 

) ' * See Appendix. 
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which, Itt fact, is the great improvement of the age. 
Such was Mr. Eddy's anxiety to have the penltentl- 
ary succeed, that he not only consented to serve as a 
dlrector, but as an agent. He undertook the latter 
Office, as his reputation was involved In the success 
of the plan, and probably from an honest conviction 
that he had made hlmself better acquainted with 
the whole subject than any other person in the State. 
In these two Offices, as inspector and agent, he acted 
for more than four years. He waiS so assiduous and 
calculatlng in his dutles, that every anticipation of 
his friends and of hlmself was more than realized. 
The expenses of the establishment had been less 
than were expected, the health of the prisoners bet- 
ter than that of the free and honest Citizens in the 
ordinary walks of life. Such cleanliness, order, and 
moral discipline, marked the penitentiary System 
under the administration of this untired philanthro- 
pist, that those formerly dissipated and sickly were 
made sober and healthy. He wattched the results of 
his plans, and held to a theory no longer than he 
found it good in practice. His, was truly the induc- 
tlve System of philanthropy. In 1801, Mr. Eddy pub- 
lished an account of the State Prison of New York. 
His mottos were taken from Beccaria and Montes- 
quieu ; in fact, his whole theory of crimes and pun- 
ishments is drawn from those great friends of liberty, 
Beccaria, Montesquieu, Howard, Penn, and other 
celebrated reformers of this and a former äge. He 
pointed out the State of the penal code in New. York 
before 1796, and showed, that after il was altered^ 
diminishing the number of capital punishments, 
and substituting imprisonment, the humane change 
was made without increasing crime. In this work, 
Mr. Eddy recounted the history of the establish- 
ment, described the edifice with its Workshops, cellSi 
d^c. ; and no one can deny but that the plan was 
admirable, according to the State of Information on 
these subjects at that time. The government of the 
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ptiaou 18 also treated of, Its officeni oamed, and thelr 
duties minutely pointed out Thls, at present, would 
aeem saperfluous, but, at that tixne, it was a new 
aff€dr. The writer goes on to give a fuU account 
of the priaoners in the State, with the treatment» 
occupations, dress, and diet of the convlcts, as also 
the means used, and to be used, for their reforma- 
tlon. On the subject of food and dress, he is quite 
minute ; all of which goes to prove that cleanlhiess 
is the great promoier and preserver of health, and 
that no ^ective labour can be expected of men who 
are not substantially and well fed. In fact, he ap* 
proves of the maxim of the stable, that << to get kh 
baur fram the aninuU^ he ahovid he kept under the füll 
farce of feed — good wholesfnne feed^ however coarseJ^ 
Among these excellent statistics of the prison, there 
is nothing to be compared to bis doctrines upon the 
subject of reformation. 

c< The end of human punishments is the prevention 
of qrlmes. In the endeavour to attain this end, three 
thlngs are to be considered : the amendment of the 
offender; the deterring of others by bis example; 
reparajtion to society and the party injured. Of these 
objects, the first, without doubt, is of the highest 
importance. Society cannot be better secured against 
crimes, than by eradicating the evil pasälons and cor- 
rupt habits which are the sources of guilt The 
Operation of punishment as a terror to others, is gene- 
rally considered as momentary and uncertain in its 
effects ; for men are often found so regardtess of the 
future, as to perpetrate crimes at the instant they are 
witnessing the most dreadful execution of a criminal 
for a similar offence. The punishment of death pre* 
dudes the possibility of the amendment of the crimi* 
nal by any human means. Every hope of reforma* 
tion is at once cut off without a Single effort to 
accomplish so Just and benevolent a purpose* Society 
and the injured party are, indeed, in the strictest 
sensei avenged on the head of the guilty offender« 



60 - LtFB t>F fHOMAS EDDT. 

Justice, howevet, not revenge, is the true foundaition 
of the right of punishment. | But, it is not the design 
of the present work to didcuss the principles of a 
Code of criminal law, or to point out the errors whlch 
have heen perpetuated by the passions or ignoranee 
of legislators. 

" If soclety is eflfectually secured against future miß- 
Chief by the impri«onment of the offender, it is that 
mode of punishment also which ajQTords the only 
Chance of reclaimlng him from evll. It is by con- 
finement to hard labour in a penitentiary house, that 
the primary and legitimate purpose of human punish* 
ment is to be eflfected. The character of men are 
endlessly diversified, and their motive» and actions 
assume a thousand different hues. In considering 
convicts, we may, in general, distinguish them into 
three classes : men grown old in habits of profligacy 
and violence, unfeeling and desperate offenders, who 
discover no signs of contrition, and yield llttle hope 
of amendment : those who, in early life, have received 
a moral and religious education, and, though after- 
wards led by passion and evil example into the com- 
mission of crimes, still retain some sense of virtue : 
those who, have sustained a fair reputation, are 
arrested for the first public offence, bcfore they have 
become familiär with vice ; who wished, perhaps, to 
return to the path of vi];;);ue, but had not energy enough 
to retrace their steps. 

" In forming an opinion of the depravity of convicts, 
nothing can be more unjust than to confound these 
different classes in the same judgment. All were oncc 
innocent ; but, blinded by passion, allured by present 
temptation, they have mistaken their trüe interest, 
and been gradually led into the depths of vice and, 
criminalityr In designating punishments for various 
offences, the legislator can regard only the tendency 
of actions to injure society, and distribute those pun- 
ishments according to the cömparative degreesof härm 
euch actions may produce. He cannot foresee those 
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circumstances in the moral condition of the agent 
which may justly lessen or aggravate his guilt; and, 
by the wise Constitution and Jealous poiicy of ^ our 
laws, Judges are not vested with any discretionary 
power to apportion the punishment according to a 
greater or less criminality of Intention in the offen- 
der. It is in a penitentiary house, that an oppor- 
timity is afforded of distinguishing the shades of guilt 
in different offenders, and of correcting that error 
and injustice, in some degree inseparable from the 
best System of laws, by which persons, whose guilt 
admits of different degrees, are subjected to the same 
punishment.* It is for those to whom the superinten- 
dence of such an institution is intrusted, to effect, as 
far as possible, the amendment of the delinquent, and 
thus to fulfil the highest duty of humanity. And, 
it Is wlth no small pleasure that the inspectors have 
observed, that a number of those who have been dls- 
charged from the prison confided to their care, haTe 
continued in habits of industry and sobriety, and 
bid fair to become good members of society. It 
would, no doubt, be interesting to the philanthropist, 
to be informed of the particular incidents in the 
lives of such men, and the circumstances which 
have fumished ground to predict the rectitude of 
thdr future conduct. But this would, in some 
degree, lead the writer beyond his immediate ob- 
ject; and motives of prudence and charity ought, 
perhaps, to induce him, for the present, to forbear such 
a recital. 

" The most efficacious means of reformation are to 

be found in that System of regulär labour and exact 

temperance by which habits of industry and sobriety 

, are formed. The inspectors have not been unmind- 

ful of other means of amendment, less immediately 




fnmish a Statement of all the circamstances that attended the trial, or 
which may have come to their knowledge, and which may serve to render 
the gnüt of the convict, in their opiniou, more or less aggravated. 

• 6 



i 

l 



t 



68 LIFB OF THOMAS EDDY. 

connected with thenature of the punishment to wbich 
the convicts are sentenced. By the great attention 
paid to cleanliness in evei^y part of the prison, they 
have Bhown their opinion of its importance in aiding 
reformation. Its benign influenae on the physical 
character, though well understood by many, is not 
duly estimated by the bulk of mankind. Though 
its effect on bodily health be more obvious, its less 
striking but equally certain effect on the mind has 
been no where more fuUy experienced than in this 
prison. It is found to soften the temper, meliorate 
the disposition, and to^ produce a regard to temper- 
ance, order, and industry; and, by exciting more 
agreeable and tranquil sensations, to render men sus- 
ceptible of goo'd impressions, and thereby conduce to 
their future amendment/ 

"In the Winter, those of the convicts who have 
appeared to be most meritorious, are allowed, with 
the approbation of the keeper, to be taught reading, 
writing, and afithmetic. Teachers are selected from 
such of. them as are competent, and twenty are per- 
mitted to meet together daily with one of the keep- 
ers, and to receive Instruction for about two hours in 
the evening. This is considered as a privilege, and 
conferred on those only, who, by a peaceable, indus- 
trious, and regulär course of conduct, have shown a 
disposition towards reformation. It is a further requi- 
Site for an admission into this school, that the person 
should have performed labour above bis task to the 
value of four Shillings a week, which is to pay for 
the implements of writing, light, and fuel. 

" Csure is taken, as far as possible, to separate the 
less vicious from the more hardened and daring offen- 
ders. About twenty-two of the most obdurate crimi- 
nals are kept confined and at work in separate 

* Coiint RuMFORD, in his Essays, speaking of the good effects prodnced 
on the mendicants in the House or Indnstnr at Munich, by cleanliness, 
sajSf that " virtne never dwelt long with nlth and nastiness ; nor do I 
believe there ever was a nerson scrupulpuslf attentive to deaiUimess, who 
was a ccyisiunmate villain. 
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apartments, and are not suffered to come ont, or t6 
have communlcation with other prisoners, but are 
constantly watdied by keepers day and night Expe- 
rience will evince, that among any given nmnber of 
convicts, one tenth pari may be fairly consldered aa 
desperate and hardened viUains, who appear incor- 
rlgible ; and, it is of Importance that such should be 
carefally selected and separated from the rest, as it 
is more probable they may, by proper management, 
be reformed. 

"As another means of reformation, attention Ispaid 
to their religious and moral Instruction. 

" A large room in the prisouj very neatly flnished, Is 
set apart for the purpose of divine worship. This 
room, and the gallery round it, will accommodate 
about six hundred persons. / 

" In this place the prisoners are assembled on the 
flrst day of each week, when one of their number 
reads a sermon and prayers,v.and the rest Join In sing- 
ing psalms. 

" It is expected that the public preachers of the gos* 
pel in thecity will cheerfuUy devote a small portion 
of their time to the Service of these unhappy beings, 
who have so much need of their Instruction, and of 
the counsel of the truly good and benevolent. 

<' As no distinction of sect exists in this great work 
of charity and benevolence, it is hoped that religious 
cfaaracters of every Christian denomination will feel 
it tiiehr duty to Visit them on the day set apart for 
divine worship ; since it is obvious that a due atten- 
tion to this important duty must produce the most 
salutary effects on the minds and conduct of the pri- 
soners, and most powerfully promote the great plan 
of reformation.* 

•* Connected with this scheme of punishment and 
reformation, is another object, which, though of infe- 
rior importance in a moral view, is yet deserving of 

* " As rational and immortal beings, we owe this to them, nor can any 
criminality of theirs jnstify onr neglect in this particalar." Howard. 
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attention. This Is, indemnity to the Community for 
the expense of the conviction and maintenance of 
the offender. It is highly probable, that with duo 
management and economy, the profit of the labour of 
the convicts may be rendered equal to thelr support. 
Such a result, however, has not been anticipated by 
the zealous friends of reform in penal law in Europe« 
They have regarded it as the indispensable duty of 
legislators, to meliorate the laws, and correct the 
abuses of prisons, without counting the cost of thelr 
justice or humanity. In Pennsylvania, we are assu- 
red, that. the experiment has been attended with 
success; — and when the improved System of the 
penitentiary hause of this State has had time to ope- 
fully, there can be no doubt of a result equally rate 
favourable. It ought to have fair scope, and not to 
be thwarted in its infancy, by distrust, or the selflsh 
Views of individuals or particular classes of men. A 
wise legislature will extend its concern to the whole 
Community, and, regardlesd of private intorests, stea- 
dily pursue a plan the best calculated to promote the 
general gpod. 

<< In the first establishment of the prison, the Inspec 
tors have had to encounter all the difficulties of a 
new experiment, with the disadvantage of imperfect 
knowledge in many branches of manufacture. A 
System was to be formed, by which above two hun- 
dred convicts, many of them hardened,. desperate, 
and refractory, and many Ignorant, or incapacitated 
through infirmity or disease, might be brought into a 
regulär course of productive labour. To find suitable 
employment for so many persons^ was a matter of 
considerable difficulty. In the choice of occupationa^ 
regsurd must be had to tbose which require the least 
capital, are most productive of profit, and most con- 
sistent with the health of the convicts, and the general 
security of the prison. Among the different kinds 
of manufactures, that of shoes was first introduced, 
and has been fouud the most convenient and proflta- 
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« 

Ue. The capital required for the purcbase of the raw 
materials is not large, and the manufactured artlcle 
will always meet witb a ready sale ; since the con- 
Bumption of so indispensable a part of dress is great, 
and continually increasing, beyond the power of the 
tradesmen of the city to suppiy.* The manufacture 
of nails, and other articles, has been carried on for 
about two years. This required more capital -, and 
it was not until very lately that sufflcient experience 
was gained, in the purchase of stock and the use of 
machinery, to enable the inspectors to manage this 
branch of buslness with advantage^ These circunv- 
stances, and many others that might be detailed, 
wbich necessarily attend an infant establistunent, and 
which diminished the profits of the past years, will, 
in future, cease to produce expensie and embarrass- 
ment. It is doubtful, whetber the manufacture of 
naUs, and of several other articles, ought to be carried 
on.ta a gr^at exlent, as they require too large a capi- 
tal in advance. Experience will furnish, everyvyear, 
^rounds for improvemeni in the mode of conducting 
the branches of industry, or In the introduction of 
more advantageous kinds of labour; and there is 
every reason to believe, that, with a competent capi^- 
tal, the business may be rendered so productive as 
to defray the expenses of conviction and maintenance 
of the prisoners. Calculations, however, founded on 
the Statements of the past year, will not furnish ade- 
quate means of Judglng with eertainty of the future 
Profits which may be made to arise from the labour 
of the convicts. 

'< That the number of convicts has increased since 
the erection of the State Prison, is evident But to 
Infer from that fact, that the new and milder; scheme 
of 'pxmishment has been less ef&cacious in preventing 
crimes than the old and sanguinary System, would be 
a most partial and erroneous conclusion. The true 

' * Large qtiantities of shoes have heretofbre been brotight from New 
hnty aad the Eastera States, and sold in New York. 

6* 
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causes of this Increase of crimes are the rapid growth 
of our Population and wealth ; the conseqnent hiinty 
and corruption öf, manners, partlcutarly in the capitä) 
of the State ; and the great number df indig'ent and 
viclous emigrants from Europe and the West Iiidieiy, 
drtveu hither by the disordered and distressful condi- 
tion of their native cotintries, or to escape the veii- 
geance of the laws. 

"More than three ßmrtks ot the whole number of 
crimes are cpmmitted in the city of New York. Its 
Population häs almost doubled in ten years, and the 
increase of its trade and wealth is unequalled in the 
history of commercial states. It is certain also, that 
under the present System of punishment, a much less 
number of oflfenders escape conviction. Individuate 
do not, from a sense of the terrlble consequences tö 
the party, refuse to prosecute ; nor jurles, from motlTfed 
of compassion, forbear to convict the guilty. Thls 
Is a most salutary consequence of the melioration 6t 
our penal laws. 

" The corruption of morals engender» those crimes 
which pollute society, and undermine the security bf 
life and property. It is the duty of government to 
begin at the source, and to endeavour, by every 
rational and practicable expedient, to prevent crimes, 
rather than to apply the painful and uncertain remedy 
of punishment to evils grown formidable by negli- 
gence. It is in vain, under the best devised plan of 
punishment, to expect that crimes should be dimiik- 
Ished or exterminated, if laws are not franled to check 
• the progress of vice, and to arrest the first steps of 
guilt. 

"It is well known, that the greater number of crimes 
originate in the irregulär and viclous hablts pröduced 
by intoxication, and by the Idle, low, and dissipated 
practices encouraged in taverns and tippling-houses. 
There are few criminals whose gradual depravation 
cannot be traced to this source. It is well ascertained, 
that in this city %hex6 are more than tweive hvmdrad 
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Ukffenui or abops, wjbere apirituoiui liquors are retalled 
^ drams ,or In the form of grog. In eight or ten con- 
slderable streets, one fourth p^rt of the wbole num- 
(ber of houses are iaverns and groceries^ or^ in other 
woidSy drcmrshops. The number of iaverns Is unllmlt- 
Hedby law. By the clty charter, the power of granting 
licenses is vested in the mayor, who is the sole Judge 
of the propriety of granting them, or of their number. 
Thlrty Shillings are paid for each license, four flfths 
of which sum goea into the city treasury, and the 
re^idue to the mayor. White a revenue is derived to 
D>e Corporation from these licenses, it is not to be 
expected that there will be much solicitude to lessea 
theh: number, or to examine minutely intb the merits 
of the applicants for them. Some regulations ougbt 
to be adopted for the reformation of the police in this 
respect. Grocers ought to be strictly prohibited from 
fetailing liquors in drams. The number of taverns 
ought to be greatly diminished. Licenses should not 
be igranted but to persons who are recommended by 
ftve known and respectable Citizens, and under much 
larger penalties than at present, to enforce their obser- 
vfo^ce of the laws.* At present, the temptation to 
the indigent and labouring classes of the people to 
iadulge in drink is so powerful, and the gratification 
so easy, at every turn of the street, that the greater 
number c^end a large portion of their time and earn- 
Ings in repeated indulgences of this depraved appe- 
tite, (]bxring the day, and return to their families in a 
State of partial or complete intoxication. The per- 
Bicious consequences of such habits, to the individual 
and to sodety, are too striking to need any elaborate 
4^scription, to enforce the propriety of adopting every 
suitable means of legislative and mun^cipal regula- 
iion, for their prevention. 

. '/ A further souree of vice and criminality is to be 
found in the horse-races whiQh regularly take place 



^ In the town of Boston th«re are fiftiy tavervus, or persons, licensed to 

qnantities. Tnree or four times that number, one 
wiNild iiangiM, woold n mote than soffieient for tk» city. 



retail liqnors in smaÜ qnantities. TJ 
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in New York and ftome of the nelghbourlng eotm- 
tles. These draw together crowds of people, wha 
engage in wagering, all kinds of games of Chance, 
and in debauchery, which produce habits that lead 
to the rain of many, and drive numbers tö the com- 
mission of crimes. Horse-races, billiard-tables, and 
all games of Chance, onght to be strictly prohibit- 
ed. Baitifig of animals wlth dogs, and every spe- 
cies of amuseraent which may tend to hardeh the 
heart, and render the manners of the people ferocious, 
ought to be prevented by a well regulated police. 
Laws are made for the preservatioii of decency and 
Order on the first day of the week ; and It remains 
only to have them more faithfuUy executed. Perhaps 
there is no city of equal extent, where fewer crimes 
escape detection and punlshment, or where greater 
Order and tranquillity prevaJl. . Too much praise can- 
not be bestowed on those to whom the peace and 
safety of our city is entrüsted, for thelr nnwearied 
attention and vigilance in the discharge of duties, the 
extent and importance of which are not generally 
understood, or fuUy estimated. But, notwithstanding 
the improved State of our police, and the care of our 
magistrates, every year furnishes new objects of atten- 
tion, evils which demand additional remedies, and 
more powerful reasons for devising and applying- 
them in the best and most effectual manner. 

« Another object more immediately 'connected wlth 
the subject of this work, is the present mode of pun- 
lshment for petty crimes. The only prison In this 
city for the punishment of those convicted of small 
thefts and other petty offences, is the BridewcU, part 
of which is also appropriated to the safe keeping oif 
prisoners before their trial or conviction. At present, 
vagrants, disorderly persons, and convicts for petty 
offences, are confined in this prison ; and are put intp 
roorais together, without any discrimination, or regarä 
to difference of character. No proper or adequate 
means are used to prevent profanity, ialoxicatioii^ 
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IHth, or tdleness. In thls oondition, corraptlng and 
cormpted, their Imprisonment, so far from tending to 
produce the amendment of the culprits, or to secure 
Society against the effects of their future misconduct, 
serves, by the oontagion of example and the exaspe- 
ration of had passions, to render them an hundred 
fold more vieious and untractable. It Is, In truth, a 
nuraery of criminals for the State prison. As a remedy 
fbr thls defeet in the penal system, it is suggested, 
that a bullding should be erected by the Corporation, 
large enough to contaln slxty cells, of the same dimen- 
fiions as those in the State prison ; — ^that the poHce 
fnagistrates should häve power to try, in a summary 
way, arid to sentence to solitary conflnement in these 
oells, vagrants, drunkards, riotous and disorderly per- 
sons, &c. tor a tlme not exceeding thirty days ; — that 
the quarter sessions of the city should send persona 
oonvieted of assaults and batteries, petit larcenies, 
and such offences as are not aggravated or atrocious, 
for a tlme not exceeding sfxty or ninety days. The 
oonvlcts should be kept in these cells in perfect soll- 
tude, and on spare diet, in the manner practised in 
the State prison. Such a punishment, for slxty days, 
would be more severe and terrible, and tend more to 
the prevention of crimes, than conflnement, for one 
or two years, to hard labour in the State prison. It 
would also tend more to the reformation of the oflTen- 
der himself. Detached from vicious companions, from 
temptation, and from all means of gratifying bis 
depraved appetites, conscience would have tlme to 
awaken a sense of guilt and remorse for bis past 
foUy and misconduct. 

Should a plan of such obvious Utility be adopted 
and carrled into execution, it would not then be neees- 
sary to send convlcts to the State prison for a shorter 
period than three years. For every person once con- 
flned In the sdlitary cells, who should, after bis release, 
eommit a second offence, would deserve to be sen- 
tenced to hard labour for at least three year& Indeed, 
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M mlght, wUh propriety, be left to the dtacreUo» i^ 
the court, in certalQ cases of aecoad olSenoes, to iafliet 
tbe same punishment as in cases of grand larceny ; 
sioce U can hardly be supposed, that any material or 
lasting effect can be produced on a Grinoinal, by tbe 
labour and disclpline of a penitentiary bouse, In a 
shorter Urne tban four or five years. And If he ia 
incorrigible by means of soUtudeii temperaace, wd 
deanliness, he will not merit, if he is guilty of a 
second offence, a punisho^ent less severe thau in^i- 
sonment for tbat length of time. 
' It is not reguisite, bere, to enter into the detaila 
of tbis plan of a county prison ; whicb, if fouad, on 
experiment, to succeed in tbe oity of New York, may 
be extended to Alb any, and one or two other coun* 
ties, where the increase of population, aod the fre- 
quency of petty offences, may render it necessary* 

JBefore concluding tbis aecount^ it may be proper lo 
voake afew remarks, tbe resultof some Observation and 
experience, on a subject wbich may have an essen- 
tial influencö on tbe present scbeme of punishments. 

li has been observed by Bscci^RiA, wbose opiniona 
have the force of axioms in the science of penal law, 
that '^ as punishments beeome more mild, clemency 
and PAADON beeome less necessary ;"— ntbat ^' clemency 
belongs to thß legislator, and not to tbe executer of 
the laws : a virtue wbich ougbt to shine in the code, 
not in private Judgments. To ^ow mankind that 
crimes may be pardoned, or tbat punishment is not 
the necessary consequence, is to nourish tbe flattering 
hope of impunity."— " Let tben tbe executer of the 
law be inexorable, but let the legislator be tender, 
kndulgent, aad humane."* 

These principles, though Just in theory, necessarily 
presuppose a perfect system of penal law, by which 
e^Qh punishment is with such exact Justice appor* 
tlonad to each crime, that no difference of circupi- 

'^ Dei Delitti e Aelle Pene, § 90.— A mistura che le pene divengüno ^^' 
Mci,. ük demooear^ ü peidonor^ventano meno ne^essan, Ac 
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Muiees caiir airiM fid any oase, iiirtitdi oQglit «o fwy 
tbe punli^ni6Dt prescrlbed fcnr the particolaor ofTence. 
No Gode 80 perfect has yet been framed, and untll 
sueh a one is promulgated, It Is necessary that the 
powe? of pardoning shoald reside somewhere, to pre^ 
vent that Injustlce ia particolar cafies which the legis» 
lator did not foresee, or could not avoid. By cur 
eonstitntion, this power is conflded to the governori 
the Chief executlve magisirate.* 

'^ And under the present penal laws, exc^t in thoM 
CBOeB where the punishment of death still remain% 
the power of pardoning may be exercised withont 
vtolating the prineiple advanced by the philosopher 
of Milan. It may be asaerted, that, in the deliberate 
and impartial manner in which Justice is admints- 
tered in onr courts, it is scarcely possible that any 
man can be presented by a grand Jury, tried and 
cünvicted by a petit Jury of twelve men, in the 
presence of the court and the world, without a degree 
of gnilt deserving of some punishment. Imprison- 
tüent for a Short period, under the mild and humane 
regulations of the State prison, cannot, in cases the 
tnost favourable to the prisoners, be deemed unjnsU 
It may be laid dqwn, then, as a general prineiple^ 
that no person, convicted of a crime, and sentenced 
to itnprlsonment, ought to be pardoned, untll he has 
suffered a punishment proportioned to the degree of . 
his güilt, or at least so much as may satisfy the Com- 
munity he has injured. Under the guidcmce of thls 
prineiple, it is believed, that the power of pardoning 
may be made conducive to a more perfect dispensa- 
tion of Justice, and subservient to the plan of refor* 
mation intended by a penitentiary prison. It will 
not be thought useless to endeavour to fix some general 
rules for the exercise of a power, which, if arbitrary 
and capricious, may produce consequences neither 

• In cases of treason and mnrder, the ^overnor cannot pardou, bntnuf 
repriere the convict nntil the nezt meenng of the legislatore» who mty 
pudon if tbey think fit. 
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for€8eeii nor intended; but, If exerted wUh soimd 
dlBcretioUy so far from weakenlBg the lawS| wiU 
strengthen their Operation. 

'' 1. Where the punisbment Is flxed by law to a crime 
of a general legal description, comprehending a great 
variety of different acts, whicb must, from the course 
Qf human conduct, be accompanied with evidence of 
greater or less depravity ; there, this attribute of the 
Chief executive magistrate seems neces^ary, to remedy 
the imperfection of the general law:, and to render 
the punishment more equitably proportioned to the 
guilt of the offender ; since, from the inevitable want 
of foresight in the legislature, of the circumstances of 
each case, it could not be so predetermined by them^ 
Thus, forgery and comiterfeiting, as well as passing 
iQoney, knowing the same to be forged or counteri* 
feit, punished by imprisonment for life, is a crim^i 
tbe objects of which are endlessly diversified, com- 
prehending acts of diflferent degrees of turpitude/ 

<< 2. Where the law has only deflned a limit in the 
time of imprisonment, leaving it to the discretion of 
the Judge to fix the duration of punisliment within 
that limit, according to the circumstances of each case ; 
there, it may be gener ally sald, that the executive 
ought not ta interpose, unless when the discretion of 
the court has been manifestly exercised uuder some 
misapprehension, or where circumstances, favourable 
to the convict, come to läght after trial, of which he 
could not avail himself at the time, but had they been 
known, ought to have prevented or lessened his 
punishment. 

"3. Unequivocal evidence of reformation in a con- 
»▼ict, after his imprisonment ; to ascertain which, as 

« It may be fairiy.questioned, whether this and some other erimes aie 
not improperljr punished by intprisonment for life. If the sentenqe did not 
ezceed a eertain nnmber of years, it weuH- be in tJbe power of the conrt fo 
apply the punishment in a manner more justl}[ proportioned to the o^fence : 
there would then be rarely, if ever, any occasion for the executive to remit 
the stotence. Most of tne governments of EurÖpe, ezcepting England, 
have, in circumstances of society and manners far less iavourable than^ 
tjboiBe of this country, g^one farther in the melioration of their penal laws; 
and the punishment ofdeath is gradually disappearing from tneir codßs. 
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irell 88 the propriety and safety of discharging a 
convlct before the expiration of bis term of punish- 
ment, the Judgment of the inspectors of the prlsoni 
from thelr Situation, may be of essential importance. 
Indeed, this precaution has been taken by the late 
and present governor of the State, who have applied 
for the requisite information to the inspectors, the 
majority of whom have Joined in a recommendation 
for pardon, where they thought it clearly merited by 
the convlct. Previous to such recommendation, how^ 
ever, the inspectors think it thelr duty to inqulre,— 
whether the prisoner was convicted by clear and 
undoubted testimony ; which may be ascertained by 
the report of the judge before whom he was tried ; — 
whether the clrcumstances attending the commission 
of the crime denote a greater or less degree of depra- 
vity; — whether the prisojaer has already suffered a 
punishment sufficient to satisfy society, and to afford 
a reasonable ground to believe that his release will 
not diminish the dread of future punishment in him, 
or inspire the hope of impunity in others ; — whether, 
while in prison, he had conducted himself with uni« 
form decency, industry, «md sobriety, and haa never 
attempted to violate any of its regulations; — and,' 
lastly, whether, from what is known of his temper, 
character, and deportment, it is probable, that if resto* 
red to society, he will become a peaceable, honest, and 
industrious Citizen. These inquiries ought to be 
satisfactorily answered in favour of the convlct, 
before he is recommended for pardon ; for it is not a 
common or ordinary course of good conduct and indus- 
try, but a pre-eminent andunexceptionable behaviour, 
that should entitle a prisoner to this grace. A convict 
radically an(J incurably depraved, in hope of gaining" 
favour, may, for a season, so far disguise his genuine 
character, as to deceive his keepers and inspectora 
ßufficient time should be allowed to discover his real 
disposition, which, on some occasion, at an unguarded 
mmnent, will show itsßlf. In short, pardon ou|^t 
9 
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never to be granted from the momentary Impulse of 
compasslon, the indulgence of which may be graüry- 
lag to the individual, but as regulated by no fixed 
principle, must be injurious to the public ; nor ought 
it be to granted, merely at the instance of friends 
or relations, or from considerations of family, but 
from the clear and unbiassed dictates of justice and 
bumanity, and in such a manner that the ciMnmunity 
may be satisfied that the influence of the law Is not 
impaired, nor Its severity relaxed, without sufflcient 
reason. 

" No man who enters the prison with vicious habits^ 
can be reasonably cxpected to be divested of them in 
less than four or five years; and it would greatly 
injure the penitentiary system, to pardon any prisoner 
before the explration of that time, unles» in extraor- 
dinary cases, which may possibly, but very rarely, 
happen. When sentenced to imprisonment for life, 
nö person ought to be released, until after seven years 
confinement. If, under the circumstances which have 
been meritioned, and on principles here stated, par- 
dons are sometimes granted, instead of counteraeting 
the force of the law, they may be made to harmonize 
with, and support the general scheme of punishmentÄ 
so widely adopted. Its success must, in a great mea- 
sure, depend on the wisdom of the regulations devised 
for the internal management of the prison, and on the 
prudence, disinterested attention, and perseverancc 
of those to whom that management is entrusted* 

" To exhibit a simple and faithful account of those 
regulations, and to furnish such useful hints as the 
writer, from his own experience, and the suggestions 
of others, could impart, is the purpose of the preceding 
pages. He is sensible that the plan of interior regu- 
lation is far from being perfect ; but every year will 
add to its improvement. For, besides reliering the 
counties from the great bürden of keeping convicts, 
and diminishing the chances of escape, by bringing 
them all into one prison, under a more vigilant inspec- 



LIFE OF XHOMA8 EDDY. 7^ 

tioii, tbe ei^abliBhment of a State prison presents the 
best opportunity, by the magnltude aad liberality of 
its plan, for tbe formation of a well-digested scheme 
of internal management and economy, and the füll 
execution of the only Just and beneflcent System yet 
dev'ised for the punishment and correction of crimi* 
nals. The New York State prison will fiirnish a 
model for others, which the increaae of popuiation 
and growth of luxury may render necessary in the 
distant parts of this extensive country.* And, what- 
ever may be the future condition of mankind, this 
Institution will reflect lasting honour on the State ; 
become a durable monument of the wisdom, Justice, 
and humanity of its legislators, more glorious than 
the most splendid achievements of conquerors or 
kings; and be remembered when the magnificent 
structures of foUy and pride, with their founders, are 
alike exterminated and forgotten." 

This extract concentrates much that has been sald 
by seer or sage on this subject since that dato. He 
goes on to demonstrate what can be done by care 
and sagacity in the great work of reform and econo- 
my, and Shows that the labours of the convicts ahnost 
supported themselves, and ihat the State was only 
charged five thousand doUars, and the salaries of the 
offleers and keepers of the prison. 

Dissensions soon arose, not among the superin- 
tendents of the prison, but amongst the rulers of the 
State. The Council of appointment changed the 
whole board, and brought into Office those who were 
whoUy Ignorant of the least of their duties. The 
funds they were entrusted with were badly spent, 
and all the land-ma,rks of economy and System swept 
away. There were two years of returning reason, 
in Mr. Eddy's opinion, when Mr. William Terry 
acted as agent. This good man attempted to bring 
back the laws and customs of the establishment to 

• Similar prisons are now established in New Jersey, Virginia, Maaaar 
chiuetta, Carolina, New Hampshire, Vermont, District of Columbia, &c. 

' EorrOR. 
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ttieir piistlne conrse, bat he, after two yeard Mnrit^ 
teased to act in the cause. 

Soon after the State prlson was bullt in the clty df ^ 
New- York, Mr. Eddy began to think that if he had ^ 
not committed an error in bis plan, it certalnly was 
Busceptlble of Imprövement He found, from careful ^ 

Observation, that several conflned in a cell corrupted 
each other, for each one told to bis companions bis 
oareer of vice, and all Joined by sympathetic villatiy 
to keep each other in countenance. This, tö the eye 
of the sbrewd philanthropist was not long conceal- 
ed ; and like a man of moral intrepidity, he avowed 
hls error and condemned it. There can be no doubt 
but this single-cell plan now in use, was concelved 
and made known to the public by Mr. Eddy, before ' 

It was thought of either in this country, or in Europe, 
by any other person. In March, 1802, he visited AI- 
bany, solely for the purpose of prevailing upon the 
Legislature to pass a bill for erecting a prlson in the 
City and county of New- York, and by degrees to ex- j 

tend the plan to other districts in the State, whicb 
"prlson was to contain solitary cells. These prisons 
were to be used for all those who had committed 
minor crimes, and no one was to be sent to the State 
prlson for a less term than three years. Into the 
solitary cells in these, the prisoner was to be conflned 
according to bis crime. So situated, he would have 
time to reflect upon hls past conduct, and to begin 
the work of reformation. A bill was passed for this ^ 

purpose, but by making it optional with the city 
and county, instead of being imperative, the plan 
was not carried into effect, notwithstanding every 
• exertion of Mr. Eddy and bis friends, in urging it 
upon the Corporation. One committee after another 
took it into consideration, and seemed highly pleased 
with the plan, being convinced that it would be a 
means of preventing crime, yet they did not cömply 
with the requisition. Mr. Eddy was not to be dis- 
couraged by the fällure. He toentioned hls plan in 
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a letter to bis Mend Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. of Lon- 
don^ one of the great moral reformers of the day, who 
hlghly approved of It, and handed Mr. Eddy's com- 
munlcatlon to Lord Sidmoath, then Minister for tlie 
Home Department, wtio, as well as Mr. Colquhooni 
gave bis decided approbation to tbe plan, and wisbed 
it sbould be introduced into England ; and tbis was 
done by the London Society for improving Prison 
Disciplin^, and one or two prisons were soon after 
bullt upön tbis plan, one near London, cdntaining six 
or se'^en bundred cell». A prison was also bullt at 
Plttsburgb, in Pennsylvania, upon tbis construction, 
containing from five to six bundred cells. Wben tbe 
Auburn State prison was erected, Mr. Eddy urged 
them to bave tbe buildings wbolly divided into cells, 
seven by nine feet eacb, but most of tbe commission- 
ers were afraid to try tbe experiment fuliy, but dld 
it only in part, and tbis cbange from tbe old plan 
was made from tbeir confidence in tbe judgment of 
the adviser. 

In 1824, Messrs. Tibbits, Allen, and Hopkins, were 
appointed by the leglslature of New- York, to exsr 
mine and report on certain questions relating to tbe 
ätate prisons ; tbe result of thelr labours was a confir- 
mation of the system that Mr. Eddy bad recommend- 
ed twenty-two years before. These commissioners, 
on entering on tbeir inquiries, issued a circular, whicb 
was answered by several gentlemen, and amongst 
them, by Mr. Eddy. Notwithstanding tbe fact, that 
loose habits of doing business, and inattention to 
the proper methods of reformation, united to tbe 

' ext>ense of the experiment, the public bad, in a good 
degree, become tired of the penitentiary system, and 
it was thought by many, that it would be abandoned 
altogether; yet Mr. Eddy adhered to bis previous 

'opinion, and retumed the foUowing answer. 
7* 
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To George Tibbits, Stephen Allen, and Samuel 
M. Hopkins, Esquires, Commissianers appaitUed by 
the Legislature to examine and repcrt an certain 
\ questiofis relaiing to the State Prisons, 

Respected Priends, — 

I received your circular letter, contalnlng a number 
of queries, to which you request distlnct replies. 

First — "Ib the present System established in the 
New- York prison, a real System of punishment? Are 
the convicts, in general, less comfortable than they 
would be if at liberty ? 

Answer — I beg* leave to State that, in my opinlon, 
the System established in the New- York State Prison 
is not a real System of punishment calculated to pre- 
vent crimes. 

Undoubtedly convicts are, in general, less comforta- 
ble than they would be if at liberty. 

Second — "Have you ever known any satisfactory 
instances of reformation produced by the present, or 
any prison discipline? And, if so, please to State the 
cases particularly, so far as may be proper?" 

Answer — The general habits of intemperance pre- 
vious to the conflnement of convicts, and their ex- 
treme attachment to the use of ardent spirits, has 
ecarcely,' in any instance, been cured even by a long 
Imprisonment ; and their minds, owing to a number 
of them being together during the night in one room, 
have been so corrupted, that experience has proved, 
that r reformation has rarely taken place. During 
several years that I served as an inspector of our 
State prison, I only recoUect two cases of complete 
reformation. One of these has resided many years 
in a neighbouring government, the other, in this 
State ; both are, at this time, men of considerable pro^ 
perty, much respected and well esteemed. It is not 
known to their present friends and neighbomrs, that 
they ever were under conflnement. Each of them 
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were four yearB in our State prison, and, on account 
of orderly conduct and good behaviour, pardoned. 

Third — ','Ha8 there been sufflclent experience of 
solitary confinement, to ehable you to answer the 
same question in relation to tliat mode of punish- 
ment? And so far as your experience or Observation 
may extend, please to State the result ?" 

iln^irer— There has be^i no experience in the State 
prison of New-York, that would serve to ascertain 
how far eontinual solitary oonflnement may eventu- 
ally produce reformation ; recourse has only been had 
to it, as a temporary punishment for bad conduct in 
the prison — in this way it has produced good effects^ 
and has gener ally been the means of enforcing clean^ 
liness, preserving Order, and good behaviour, even 
among the most hardened convicts. 

When I was a member of the Board of Inspectors, 
by4aw8 were enacted, which declared, that all con- 
versation, (except such as might be necessary whilst 
at work,) want of cleanliness, whistling/ attempting 
to sing, &c., were offences against the laws of the 
prison, and should meet with immediate ptinishmenti 
by conflnement in a solitary cell on bread and water, 
from one to three days, or longer, according to the 
nature of the offence. By a faithful and rigid execu- 
äon of these laws, the quiet and order of this prison 
was, with some exceptions, perfectly preserved ; and, 
as regarded neatness and extreme cleanlinessy no 
prison in the world could surpass it. 

Faurth — " If you shall be of opinion that the pre- 
sent, or any System of prison discipline, may be made 
to produce material and permanent reformation in 
any large Proportion of cases, then be pleased to State 
how, and in what way, in your opinion, it becomes 
operative towards that end? What are the circum* 
stances in the System which will tend to change the 
character of the convict, and how do they, or will 
they, operate? What can be done to make them 
more effectual? 



I 



80 LIFE OF THOMAS BOOT» 

iliwtMr— -The subjoined general romorkSi will aerre 
as a reply to tbls query. 

Fifth — '^ Can you suggest aay means by whlch tbe 
compulsory labour of convicts, can be madeto cover 
tbe expense of supporting and guarding them? cnr 
any, by whlch the labour of the convicts of thls prlson, 
can be made more productlve than at present?'* 

Answer — ^I beg to make the same referenoey as a 
reply to thls qnery. 

Sisth—^^ Can you suggest any means by whlcfa «he 
expense may be dlmlnlshed, and ho w ? Can the guigrd 
be dlspensed with? Can the ratlons be lessened wlth 
proprlety, Or made cheaper?" 

Answer — If the prison was rlghtly constructed, no 
mllitary guard would be wanted ; but, ^ apprehend 
the e&penses of the prison In thls clty cannot be 
dlmlnlshed, unless the plan and constructlon of It 
should be completely altered. Not belng acqualnted 
wlth the quallty and amount of the ratlons at present 
served to the convicts, It Is Imposslble for me to say 
how far they may, wlth proprlety, be lessened, or 
made cheaper. 

Seventh — "Please to State brlefly your vlews of the 
most effectual System for the protection of soclety 
agalnst crimes; and thereln note such alteratlons, If 
any, as you would suggest, In the present System of 
management?" 

Answer — My vlews as to the most effectual means 
for protecting soclety agalnst crimes, will appear In 
the subsequent remarks. 

General Remarks. 

Many reasons might be offered, why the success of 
the Penltentiary System In thls State has not been 
equal to the expectatlons of Its early patrons, and of 
the public at large. 

Ist. The inspectors have generally been changed 
with every change of our poUtlcal rulers; hence, men 
Inadequate to the task, were frequently appointed to 
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All the important afflce of inspectors. These fre- 
quent changes l;iave produced a very great increaae 
of expenses, and materially tended to prevent suita- 
ble and important Improvements in the general ays- 

2d. The number of pardons that have been grant- 
ed, has been attended with most serious inJury, and 
very much prevented the'good effects that the ^stem 
might otherwise have produced. Pardon should be 
granted only on the discovery of facts unknown at 
the trial, which, if known, would probably have pro- 
duced an acquittal. In fact, it may be truly said, 
that under a mild System, pardons materially contrl- 
bute to the increase of c^imes. 

3d. In the New- York prison, the rooms lodge each 
about twenty convicts, and owing to so many being 
brought together every night, they corrupt each other, 
and thus prevent complete order in the prison, and 
all Chance of reformation is eSectually defeated ; the 
eider criminals serve as teachers to the younger, and 
prepare them for the commission of greater crimes 
than those for which they have been convicted. Thus 
ihe New- York prison, in place of answering the pur- 
pose for which the convicts are confined, viz. their 
reformation, becomes a nursery and seminary of vice. 

4th. The authority given to the inspectors to in- 
flict corporal punishment for violating the laws of 
the prison, respecting good order, <fcc. has no doubt 
had a very Injurious effect, for, it is directly opposite 
to the mild System that ought to prevail in a peni* 
tentiary. It must tend to harden the minds of the 
convicts, and materially lessen the chances of reform- 
ation. To adopt such a mode of punishment, is 
extremely unwise, beca\ise the more mild plan of 
occasional confinement in solitary ceUs on bread and 
water, has been proved by experience, eflfectually to 
answer the most important purposes of strict and 
rigid discipline. The reasons above assigned are, in 
my opinion, sufficient to show why the Penitentiary 
L 
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System has failed to ans wer, fuUy, the end and pur* 
poses for which It was intended, particularly as it 
regards reformation. 

I now shall respectfuUy offer for the consideratioii 
of the commissiohers, my views of the most effectua) 
System for the protection of society against crimes, 
and the most certain means to promote the reforma- 
tion of convtets. 

First. The great preventive of offences is doubtiess 
an early attention to moral and religlous Instruction, 
and thus to fortify the infant mind with good princi- 
ples. The Observation made by John Locke, is re^ 
markably appropriate and excellent : — " I think, I may 
say, that, of all the men we meet with, nine parts of 
ten, are what they are, good or evil, useful or not, by 
their educatlon." That a careful attention to educate 
the children of parents in low circumstances throngh* 
out the State, would go far towards the prevention 
of crimes, is demonstrated by the fact, that in conse. 
quence of a diligent search being made by a com- 
mittee of the New- York Free School Society, it was 
ascertained that but one boy of those who had re- 
ceived their educatlon in the schools of that institu- 
tion, had been convicted of a petty crime, although 
several hundreds who had not been at the Free 
Schools, had been tried at the duarter Sessions, and 
been committed to the City Penitentiary, for vagran- 
cy and various other offences. We are told by high 
authority — "Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 

The great error of all governments has been, not 
affording Instruction to the lower class of society, 
and inflicting punishments often very disproportion- 
ate to offences. It is evident, that civilization has not 
effected all the moral changes and improvements that 
can be produced in the Constitution of human society, 
nor have laws and government been carried to the 
utmost limits of perfectlon. It is, therefore, highly 
incumbent for us to cherish the firm and unshaken 
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eesivictkMii that It is not beyond the bounds of hu« 
maa efibrt to devlse a System, that will combine In 
its tendency, the preventian of crlmes, and the reform* 
ation of convicta Let^ us then ask any sagacioua 
observer of human nature, what should be the inci- 
plent Step in order to protect society against crime. 
The answer is piain. To afford them a common 
school education, and fasten on their minds a Know- 
ledge of their duties towards God, and carefuUy in- 
struct them by means of the Holy Scriptures, in the 
principles of the Christian religion. Let, then, the 
present laws for common schools be cherished and 
Improved, in such manner as will oblige parents of 
the poorer classes in society, to send their children to 
some one of the common schools, to be instructed in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, and in a knowledge 
of the Scriptures. 

By a legislative act, rules should be prescribed for 
enforcing a strict regard to the perfect cleanliness of 
the persons of the children, to their moral conduct, to 
oblige the teacher to read at the opening of the school, 
daily, a chapter from a work entitled Scripture Les- 
sons, which is, on many accounts, preferable to the 
Bible for the use of ßcbools, as it contains the most 
important part of the Scriptures appertaining to vir- 
tue and good morals. This book has been translated 
into most of the languages of Europe, and is exten- 
sively used in the common schools in that quarter of 
the globe, and also in the United States. To make 
it the duty of all overseers of common schools, to em- 
ploy such teachers only, as are men of suitable quali- 
fications, sober and exemplary characters. Every 
inducement should be used to encourage parents (in 
every place where it is practicable) to send their 
children to school, as soon as they reach three years 
of age. This might be done, by making it the duty 
of overseers of each school, occasionally to vislt the 
parents of the children, as has been done by the trus- 
tees of the New-York Free School Society. Although 
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the latter have, at present, under thelr care, above 
4000 children, who receive a gratuitous education at 
the schools under their Charge ; yet^ notwlthstanding 
their care and diligence in endeavouring to prevall 
on pareuts to send their children to school, it is be- 
lieved that there are 8000 children in the city, who 
are brought up without the advantage of school 
learning. An inspector might be appointed, in the 
manner other offlcers of the State are appointed, who 
should be of a respectable character and talents, aüd 
be allo wed a good salary ; his duty should be to Visit, 
once in each year, every common school throughout 
the State, and inquire into the condition of each school, 
the number of scholars ; whether the laws of the State 
are duly cömplied with; the salary, name, general 
character, and qualifications of the teachers, and an 
account of all the receipts and expenditures ; he should 
make his report annually, to the Superintendent of 
common schools, who should be directed to present 
the same to the legislature. 

Next to providing for the moral and religious edu- 
cation of children, by means of common schools 
throughout the State, it would be productive of in- 
calculable advantage, to erect a suitable prlson, solely 
for the confinement of boys under sixteen yeeirs of 
age, considered as vagrants, or guilty of petty thefts, 
or other minor offences: it is believed that there are 
but few amongst the most guilty of this description 
of juvenile delinquents, who may not, by proper dis- 
cipline, be subdued and reclalmed, by the establish- 
ment of a well-regulated prison for criminal youth. 
In Massachusetts, there is a prison for young convicts 
in each county. A number of the Citizens of New- 
York, conceiving the great beneflt that would be de- 
rived, by erecting a suitable building for the reception 
of such objects as has been described, have associated 
for the purpose, and have been incorporated by the 
name of " The Society for the Reformation of Juvenile 
Offenders in the city of New- York." This establish- 
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ment is in so great a State of forwardness as to be 
nearly ready for the reception of suitable objects. It 
is to be denominated the House of Refuge, and youth, 
not exceeding sixteen or seventeen years of age, are 
to be committed there by the criminal courts, instead 
of being sent to the City Penitentiary, or State Prlson, 
as has heretofore been the practice. At night they 
are to lodge in separate Cells, and during the day, to 
I be employed in some useful labour ; they are to be 

I instructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic. The 

utmost degree of cleanliness is to be strictly observed, 
throughout every part of the building; and in the 
persons of the boys, good morals and decent beha- 
viour, are to be rigidly maintained ; the careful and 
frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures is to be en- 
forced. The trustees are empowered to bind them 
as apprentices, to the sea-service, to a trade, or to 
farmers. A similar establishment might be formed 
at Albany, to serve for Troy and other towns on the 
North River, and the State might be divided into con- 
venient districts, and one establishment of this 
nature erected in each district. 

A distinct and separate building shouldbe erected on 
the premises attached to the State prison, for the conflne- 
ment of adults, males and females, such as common 
drunkards, prostitutes, those who keep houses of ill 
fame, or gambling-houses, or for those guilty of small 
petty thefts, or vagrants. This prison should be divi- 
ded into cells about the size of six feet by four. 

A Single magistrate should be vested with power to 
commit persons to this prison from three to thirty days. 
Each prisoner should be obliged to wash his face and 
hands every morning. Rigid care should be taken 
to have each cell well ventilated, and kept perfectly 
clean ; and this care should be extended, as far as pos- 
sible, to their clothes and personal appearance. He 
should be conflned in a separate cell, and fed only on 
bread and water, have no work, and no bed, except 
ß Single blanket. The pr Isoners should be allowed 
8 
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no tobacco, and should be deprived of every klBd of 
amusement; they should be permitted to have no 
books, except the Bible, and perhaps it might be most 
beneficial that that only be allowed them, when, In 
the Judgment of the keeper, their minds appeared to 
be in a disposition to read it with proflt No perscm 
should be permitted to converse with any prlsoner^ 
except the keeper, or those appointed to have the 
superintendence of the prison, or a magistrate, If the 
prisoner be guilty of a second ofFence, he should be 
tried for it, and receive such punishment as the court, 
in their discretion, shall award him, either to be re- 
committed, or sentenced to the State prison. 

The plan of conflning the above description of 
minor offenders in solitude without emplayment from 
three to thirty days, cannot fall, frequently, of having 
the most beneficial eflFect, as the prisoner will be then 
forced to reflect on his past life. It may also tend to 
convince the convict that his punishment is just; and, 
unless this effect be produced on the mind of the 
prisoner, unless he be led to believe that his own 
welfare, as well as the public good, is consulted in 
his punishment, it will be in vain to expect reforma- 
tion ; but, on the contrary, to confine a man in a soli- 
tary cell for months, or years, is a punishment which 
may appear to the criminal unnecessariljr harsh and 
unjust, hardens his temper, and excites those feelings 
of enmity towards his species, that the thought of 
doing them an Injury by the commission of new 
crimes is gratifying to him. 

If it should be urged that solitary conflnement will 
be expensive, it may be answered, that any expenjge 
which it can possibly occasion, should be considered 
as nothing in comparison to the accomplishment of 
the great object which it concerns. And, besides, in 
Proportion as crimes are lessened or decreased, or as 
they €tre summarily punished, the expenaes of the 
State, in relation to the apprehension, detention, and 
proisacution of criminals, are diminished. 
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There Is, as it appears to me, a moral and retigioiia 
View of this sabjed, whlch should not be without its 
Influence. We are too apt to forget while we are 
providing for tibe protection of persona and property 
by passing laws for the punishment of crimes, that 
the human beings who may become obnoxious to 
these laws, have also their Claims upon us. If it be 
admitted that the infliction of solitude, from three to 
£dxty days, for minor offences, will, while it sup- 
presses criminality in an equal degree with any other 
mode of punishment, also tend to reform the offender 
more than any other course would do, we are bound 
by every feeling of humanity, and by all the precepts 
of the Christian religion, to adopt that course which 
may raise a fellow-creature from degradation, fit him 
for usefulness in thls life, and prepare him for that 
which is to come. 

State PHswis^ or Penitentiaries. — Great inconveni* 
ence, and apparent injustice, is frequently produced, 
in making the distlnction of the punishment of those 
guilty of petty larceny, and those guilty of grand lar- 
ceny : — a person charged with committing the former, is 
at present liable to be sentenced to the county prisons, 
at hard labour, for a term not esceeding three years; 
and If guilty of the latter, for a term not less than 
three years, or not exceeding fourteen years. To 
steal an article of the value of twenty-five doUars, or 
less, is deemed petty larceny ; and, if the value of the 
article stolen exceeds twenty-five doUars, it is termed 
grand larceny. So that the stealing of a >^atch, 
valued at twenty-five doUars, is deemed petty larceny, 
but if a watch, valued at twenty-six doUars, grand 
larceny. Now, the moral turpitude being the same, 
it is therefore certainly absurd to make any differ- 
ence in the punishment. 

Although the moral turpitude of committing an 
offence, in law deemed petty larceny, may frequently 
be the same as that denominated grand larceny, I dp 
not mean to contend that there should be no Une of 
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distinction to mark the difference between them ; but 
considering that, in order to graduate the punishmeat 
as near as posslble to the nature of the offence^mueh 
must necessarily be left to the discretion of the court, 
I would respectfully suggest the propriety of an alter- 
ation in our pentü code, so as that petty larceny, 
should consist in stealing articles not exceeding the 
value of one hundred dollars. If this were done, the 
convict might be sentenced to a longer or shorter 
confinement, according to his general character, and 
other circumstances, and not according to the vcdue of 
the goods Stolen, An old offender stealing goods to 
the value of ten dollars, should certainly, in most 
cases, be punished with more severity than a young 
offender stealing to the value offifty dollars. Unless 
there be a careful and due discrimination of charac- 
ter, in fixing duration of punishment, courts may 
frequently commit extreme and barefaced injustice. 
It is equally as sound a maxim in Jurisprudence as 
In morals, <Hhat he who punishes another for offend- 
ing against justice, should himself be Just." 

The State prison in this city is so badly contrived, 
that it never can be successfuUy used as a Penitenti- 
ary ; it should be sold, and a new one erected a few 
mlles from the city, constructed on the same plan as 
the State prison at Auburn, to have separate cells, so 
that the prisoners might lodge separately. Every cell 
should be properly ventilated by means of a small 
aperture next the ceiling, of three inches diameter. 

The prisoners ought to be kept constahtly employ- 
ed at such work as the overseers of the prison should 
think most suitable. To purchase raw materials to 
be worked up in the prison, has frequently been at- 
tended with loss, owing to want of skill in purchas- 
ing, and bad management in disposing of manufac- 
tured articles to the best advantage. The most 
preferable plan would be, to make contracts for the 
labour of the convicts, with shöe makers, stone-cut- 
ters, &c. d&c. the contractors furnishing the raw ma- 
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terials ; but no contractor should be allowed to enter - 
the prlson, or to have any intercourse whatever wlth 
the convicts. The prisoners might safely be employ- 
ed during the day in the yards, and effectually pre- 
vented from all improper intercourse or conversation 
with each other, provided the prison discipline, before 
recommended in the answer to the third query, be 
rigidly enforced. The cells should not be used, ex- 
cept to confine a convict on a low diet, when he vio- 
lates any by-law of the prison. The by-laws relating 
to the government of the convicts, such as preserving 
the greatest degree of cleanliness in the persons, and 
in the rooms, halls, kitchen, and throughout every 
part of the prison, &c. should be very minutely de- 
tailed, printed and fixed in different parts of the 
prison, and no offence ^gainst those rules should ever 
escape being punished, under any pretence whatever. 
The confinement of criminals in a solitary cell du- 
ring the whole time of their sentence, say, from one 
to five years, or more, appears to be unnecessarily 
severe. Suppose the term of his punishment to be 
three years, and that he should have some kind of 
daily employmentj yet it appears to me, that the pro- 
ject is cruel and unjust, as it is highly probable the 
health of the convict would be impaired if not de- 
stroyed, and in many cases it would produce insanity. 
We well know, that cruel and severe punishment 
has never proved sufficient to deter persons from per- 
petrating crimes ; and to confine a man for years in 
a solitary cell, will be more likely to harden his 
mind, and brutalize his disposition, than to produce 
his reformation. I am very willing to admit, that 
the observatlons I have made, may not be correct in 
every instance, as cases may occur, that will serve to 
prove, that a man may be conflned in solitude for 
several« years without inJury to his health, and also 
that reformation has effected its perfeet work ; but I 
am well assured that such instances would very set 

dorn occur. 

M 8* 
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It Ifl acknowledged by all, who have reflectcd on 
the best means of establishing a penitentiary system, 
" most Ukely to protect society against crimes," that 
the constructlon of the building should be such, as to 
prevent the convlcts from improper intercourse with 
each other ; and that it is impossible this important 
end can be attained, unless each be at night lodged 
separately in a cell. It is in vain to expect any 
beneficial eflfects under the best regulations that can 
be devised, if the prison admit a number of prisoners 
to lodge in one room. 

Düring the day they may be employed with safety 
In the yards, under the Charge of keepers, and by a 
rigid discipline, all improper intercourse prevented ; 
this has been fuUy demonstrated by my own expe- 
rience as an inspector, during the first foür years 
after the State prison in this city was erected. It is 
only necessary to punish any oflFender the moment he 
commits an offence, by confinement in a solitary cell 
on bread and water. No person should be allowed 
to Visit the prison, unless accompanied by a magis- 
träte or one of the inspectors. In the foregoing part 
of this communication, I have stated my sentiments, on 
the indispensable necesslty of preserving the most per- 
fect degree of cleanliness, in the person of the prisoners, 
and throughout the prison, as it will produce the 
best moral effects in the preservation of order, and 
aid materially in the reformation of the convicts. 

No undue severity should be exercised towards 
prisoners. The best general system of gavernment 
and management is by mild treatment. 

The plan of flxing tasks, or agreeing to make al- 
lowance for extra work performed by convicts, ought 
not to be adopted; it is bad policy, as it tends to 
lessen too much the principle of punishment. It 
would be much better to give the convict, when dls- 
charged on the expiration of bis sentence, a small 
sum to serve him tili he can get into a Situation to 
earn something by bis' own industry, and if he be 
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Inclined to endeavour to go to work, from three to five 
dollars will be sufficient to give hlm, and if he has no 
disposlüon to seek for employment, to glve him evea 
a small sum would most likely pjove an InJury. If 
he has not learned any regulär trade, he can soon 
get employment on a farm or in the city as a labourer. 
In England the State of things is widely different 
to what it is in this country, and it may there be 
more necessary^ that convicts during their conflne-' 
menC should learn some trade. — 

A school in the evening should be established, and 
on the First day of the week they should be assem- 
bled for the purpose of Divine Worship, and a chapter 
in the Bible should be read to them every morning 
or evening. 

In selecting inspectors, care should be taken that 
they are highly respectable men, capable of perform- 
ing the duties of their Office, and who would act 
sölely from benevolent motives, with a religious view 
to benefit their fellow-creatures. Much would depend 
' on their dispositions and exertions, and on their occa- 
sionally giving to the convicts suitable religious and 
moral advice. "Gradual changes may be eiffected 
even in the worst of men, by a steady, flrm, and 
persevering attention to correct their acquired bad 
habits." Those who assert (and there are many 
respectable men who make the assertion) that to 
attempt to reform convicts, by exercising kind and 
conciliatory means, is chimerical and absurd, cer- 
tainly do not reflect, that to advise and admonish the 
most profligate and abandoned, is the usual practice 
of life, and is solemnly enjoined by the precepts of 
the Founder of our holy religion. We ought not to 
refrain from using such means as may be in our 
power, to produce an amendment and change in the 
dispositions of convicts, from an apprehension that 
a complete reformation cannot be expected. The 
employments that would be the most suitable for 
the prisoners, ought to be left to the discretion of the 
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ihspectors, and also the sole power to ap^oint the 
keeper, agent, and other offlcers, and to remove them 
in case of improper conduct, or want of sufflcient 
qualificatidns to discliarge their respective duties. 

I do not approve of dividing the prisoners into dif- 
ferent classes, and distinguishing each class by dif- 
ferent coloured clotliing ; and, if tlie plan I have pro- 
posed be adopted, of having separate prisons för the 
different descriptions of convicts, this plan of Classi- 
fication in any one prison will be useleßs, except 
having a separate yard for those committed for second 
oflFences. 

The different prisons I have proposed, might be 
built adjoining each other, but to have separate yards. 
The whole might be under the same board of inspec- 
tors. 

Recapitulation of my views of the most efFectual 
System for the protection of society against crimes : 

1. A careful attention to early education, by amend- 
ing our laws, so that every poor family in the State 
should partake of the beneflt aflfbrded by our Com- 
mon Schools. 

2. To establish a House of Refuge for Juvenile 
Delinqüents. 

3. To erect in each county a prison to contain a 
number of cells, to receive common drunkards, pros- 
titutes, keepers of houses of ill fame, for gambling, or 
those guilty of petty thefts, or vagrants, to be commit- 
ted by a Single magistrate, and confined.from three 
to thirty days, and kept on low diet without any 
employment. 

4. Two State Prisons or Penitentiaries, properly 
constructed, and subject to suitable regulations, for 
persons convicted of grand larceny, and crimes of a 
Jiigher grade. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, 
Your assured friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 
New Yorky Istmonth, 7th, 1826. 
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Mr. Eddy answered these inqulries, and others in 
different walks of life took up the pen. Among them 
I was Cadwallader D. Golden, Esq., who wrote as a 

lawyer, and a man of philanthropy and experlence, 
, and his work is valuable to all who make the sub- 

ject a matter of inquiry. That bold and ori^nal 
thinker, Doctor Charles Caldwell, of Transylvania 
üniversity, also wrote upon State prison discipline, 
and in a striking manner connected the subject with 
his favourite science, phrenology. Dr. CaldwelPs 
book shoüld be read to set people a thlnking, for his 
singularlty is not more striking than his bold and 
clear logic. We may differ from hlm in many things, 
but we feel indebted to a man who teaches us to 
reason. 

Mr. Eddy lived to see his State prison discipline 
carried into effect in several States of the Union, which 
was acknowledged to be the greatest improvement of 
the age. Since his death, this System has received the 
approbation of the enlightened philosopher, Dr. Lei- 
ber, in the Encyclopaedia Americana, under the arti- 
cle Prison Discipline, who says, referring to Allen, 
; Tibbits, and Hopkins, " The result of the wise la- 

j . bours of these excellent men was the perfecting of a 

I scheme of prison discipline, which had been begun 

partially at Auburn, and which is substantially the 
model on which the reforms attempted in most of the 
/ other States have been conducted. It consists, prin- 
cipally, of the solitary conflnement of the convicts 
during the night, and the time of taking their meals^; 
of labour during the day ; and of silence at all times, 
except for the purposes of communication with their 
keepers ; they are never allowed to address each other, 
not even by signs or looks. The strictest supervision 
is, of course, necessary, to secure uninternipted and 
industrious labour, and to prevent the evil Communi- 
cations which would otherwise abound. The advan- 
I täges of this System are, that it affords an opportunity 

-alternately for silent and solitary reflection, for the 
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salutary reflection of the mind upon itself ; and far 
that mental activity upon other objects, and that re- 
laxation from the severer task of thinking, which is 
at once necessary to preserve the healthy State of the 
mind and body, and to give efflcacy to the meditation 
which is thus encouraged. But this alternation of 
labour and reflection is not the only, nor, perhaps, the 
greatest advantage of the plan. The unaided4houghts 
of the co^rupt and hardened might recur to topics 
which would be any thing but salutary ; but, in the 
silence and darkness of night, the voice of religious 
Instruction is heard ; and, if any circumstances can 
be imagined^ calculated to impress the warnings, the 
encouragements, the threats, or the hopes of religion 
upon the mind, it must surely be those of the convict 
in his cell, where he is unseen and unheard, and 
where nothing can reach hira but the voice which 
must come to him, as it were, from another world, 
telling him of things which, perhaps, never before 
entered into his mind ; telling him of God, of eter- 
nity, of future reward and future punishment, of suf- 
fering far greater than the mere physical endurances 
of the present life, and of joy infinitely beyond the 
pleasures he may have experiqpced. [ These Instruc- 
tions frequently discover to the guilty tenant of the 
cell, what seems often not to have occurred to him, 
the simple fact, that he has a spiritual nature ; that he 
is not the niere animal which his habits and hitherto 
uncontroUed propensities would indicate ; and this is 
a discovery which alone may, and does eflect, a great 
change in a man's whole character. He feels that he 
is a being superior to what he had thought himself, 
and that he is regarded as one having higher powers 
than he had supposed. The first step in the path of 
improvement is a prodigious one ; a new ambition is 
created, and tjie encouragement of it is the principal 
thing now needed. This encouragement it is part of 
the »ystem to give. The spiritual guide of this out- 
cast flock must study the character and previous cir* 
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cumstances of every indivldual ; he mtist adapt hioi- 
seif and his instrnctions to their wants; he must 
teach the Ignorant, arouse the careless, touch, if it be 
possible, the impenitent, lead the willing, and be '^all 
things to all men, if by any means he may save 
some." To the moming and evening Services of de- 
votion, are to be added the more direct and elaborate 
Instructions of the Sabbath, and the no less impc^tant 
iniluences which may be effected in private inter- 
course with the convlct. The Sunday school may 
communicate the most valuable Information on many 
subjects ; and every improper influence may be, and 
ought to be, absolutely excluded. It is this System 
of addressing the intellectual and moral qualities of 
man, of treating the convict as a being of a Compound 
nature — both physical and splritual — that constitutes 
the peculiar merit of the prison discipline, which is 
now about to be introduced. No new discovery has 
been made, unless it be considered one that criminals 
may sometimes be made susceptible of moral influ- 
ences. It is only the adaptation of well known prin- 
ciples to a new class of subjects. It is merely carry- 
ing to the lowest, the' most Ignorant, and the most 
degraded class, that plan of education which is nearly 
universal among us, and which should be entirely so 
every where, The exercise of mere force, which has 
been so long considered the only means of punish-^ 
ment, is at length yielding to the rapidly strength- 
ening conviction of the superior eflScacy of moral 
influence?." 

At the same time Mr. Eddy was labouring to change 
the penal code of the State of New York, and estab- 
lish his penitentiary System, his mind was deeply 
engaged upon other charities. An Hospital had been 
founded in the city of New York, by the munificence 
of individuals, on this and on the other side of the 
water, a few years before the commencement of the 
revohitionary war ; but that momentous event chang- 
ed the whole course of things in this couniry, and 
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the Hospital suffered with other institutions. Od 
the return of peace, this charity seemed still warm 
with life, but was not reanimated until after the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution. This act, 
which gave strength, vigour and reputation to the 
nation, was soon foUowed by great exertions. In 
less than two years after the Constitution went into 
Operation, the hospital was open fo^ the reception 
of patients. The legislature had lent sChelping band ; 
but it was not until Mr. Eddy, in 1793, was elected 
one of the governors of this Institution, that great and 
liberal things were done for it. At this time, the 
Board met but once in three months ; he proposed 
that the Board should meet once a month. This 
was agreed to, and new life was given to theöe 
meetings by plans proposed by Mr. Eddy. There was 
a fleld back of the Hospital of seven acres, which 
might have been purchased for one hundred pounds 
an acre, and he urged the Board' to buy ^t without 
delay, but in this he was, unfortunately for "^ '=», Insti- 
tution, overruled ; yet nothing abated bis ard. a the 
cause of this charity. The annual allowance from 
the legislature to the hospital was five thousand dol- 
lars, and this was limited to four years. In 1796, 
Mr. Eddy, being at Albany, held a communication 
with that prince of patriotism and benevolence. Gen. 
Schuyler.* He prevailed on him to introduce a bill in 
the Senate, which passed into a law, giving the Hos- 
pital ten thousand doUars a year for four years. 
The next year Mr. Eddy again visited Albany, and 
procured the passage of a law adding twenty-five 
hundred doUars a year to the former grant. In 1800, 
Mr. Eddy repaired to Albany, and procured an exten- 
sion of the grant for five years. Notwithstandirig 
this liberality, the governors could not extend thelr 
plans according to their wishes, and they did thh 
best they could until 1806, when they again sent 
their faithful representative with a Petition, the 

^ * See Appendix. 
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prayer of which was for an extension of these grants 
for fifty years, and it was allowed. The indefati- 
gable philanthropist did not become wearied in bis 
cause, for in 1810 he again succeeded in getting an 
additional sum of three thousand five hundred dol-* 
lars for ten years, or during the pleasure of the legis- 
lature ; at this time, the Hospital was in the receipt 
of sixteen tho^fsand doUars a year. This last act of 
the Assembly ^as repealed in 1817, and the income 
from the State reduced to twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Early in the year 1815, Mr. Eddy made a writtcn 
communication to the Governors of the Hospital, 
which enforced the propriety of introducing an In- 
stitution for lunatic patients, more extensive than 
had heretofore been in existence in this country. 
The communication is füll of good sense without any 
pretensions ; and, although all the sentiments it con- 
tains are now familiär to us, they were novel tlien 
to mr^l '?' those who had paid attention to the sub- 
ject Ol 'Hfibanity. This communication is mentioned 
in the history of the hospital, and the proceedings 
had thereon. 

An appeal was again made to the legislature for 
assistance, and Mr. Eddy was requested to proceed 
to Albany and present a memorial, but this he de- 
clined for various reasons. It is a painful and labo- 
rious task to attend a winter Session of a delibera- 
tive body, and he thought he had done more than 
his share of this labour. No one can teil how irksome 
it is to talk with hundreds of persons, clothed with 
authority, often captious, sometimes suspecting self- 
ishness, and generally impatient listeners, when 
caught in the lobbies or out of doors ; and thßn it is 
natural for every man to feel an aversion to any one 
who often comes on errands of solicitation. To do 
much and oflfend but few, - was the peculiar gift of 
Mr. Eddy. The Governors of the Hospital would 
not vote to relieve him from this duty, but panrticular- 
N 9 
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ly evaded the subject by leavtng it to Peter A. J&y, 
E^q. then a member of the legislature, a gentleman 
of talents and weight of character. Mr. Jay went to 
Albany, but after a while wrote to Mr. Eddy to come 
to bis assistance. The appeal was made in such 
strong terms, that he could not resist it, and he set 
out for Albany, and with the exertions of Mr. Jay, 
an act was passed, giving ten thousand doUars a year 
for the Support of the insane, and for erecting new 
buildings. This act was limited by the act "for 
the better support of the hospital," which granted 
twelve thousand five hundred doUars for fifty years. 
Probably many members had forgotten when the act 
would expire, and those who did remember the 
fact, did not choose to say any thing about it. View- 
ed in any light, it was a liberal donation for a noble 
purpose. Nearly eighty acres of land were pur- 
chased at Bloomingdale, and a flne building erected 
for the accommodation of the insane. The success 
of his exertions, and those of his coadjutors, gave 
Mr. Eddy the liveliest pleasure, which he took no 
pains to disguise. He always feit himself an in- 
structor of those whose minds were sickly, and he 
believed that, though it was difficult, yet it was not 
impossible to 

" Minister to a mind diseased ; 



Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ; 
Razc out the written troubles of the brain ; 
And, with some sweet oblivious antidote, 
Cleanse the stuff'd bosom ofthat |^rilous stuff. 
That weighs upon the heart." 

The study of mental derangement is one of deep 
interest to the philanthropist. To mark insanity in 
all its various forms, to go back to the cause of its 
existence, whether moral, physical, or accidental, 
requires acuteness and constant Observation. The 
wisie and the kind feel assured that they carry with 
them many eures and.a thousand anodynes for mise- 
ry. Those who devote a life to doing good, in cu- 
ring or soothing the maladies of the mind, impröve 
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their own intellects, and at the same time are learn- 
ing lessons for the government of their own passions, 
and purifyi^g their own affectlons. They find that 
the furious maniac yields to gentle firmness, when 
he would rave at severity ; that melancholy may be 
banished by the voice of cheerfulness and kindness, 
when it would grow deeper if attacked by boiste- 
rous harshness; and that even demency may be 
quickened into life and mental action by proper 
moral sentiments. It is an acknowledged fact, that 
those who have the care of the insane are generally 
cheerful ; one cause of which may be, that they feel 
conscious of being in the way of doing good, and the 
effectd of their exertions are constantly before them ; 
and, perhaps, another is, that the same mind is unceas- 
ingly dwelling upon the blessings it enjoys in its 
sanity, and draws comparisons between itself, and 
those unfortunate beings who are depriyed of reason, 
as we take a more elastic step when we pass a crlp- 
ple, who moves on slowly in bis deformity and an- 
guish, or as we look at the sun, or some bright object, 
and see that the petitioner for street alms is blind. 

The Indians within the United States have been 
harassed, warred upon, driven from their primitive 
abodes, and, at times, hunted down as beasts of the 
forest. Sometimes they were sinned against, but 
often sinning in the causes which produced this dis- 
tress. They thought this whole continent their own, 
and that they were sole proprietors of it. Their 
ideas of national rights and of political economy 
were not very extensive, but their patriotism and 
courage will never be doubted by those acquainted 
with their history. At times, they seemed to wish to 
be friends ; at other times, were vindictive and blood- 
thirsty. 

The Eastern Indians were among the flercest on 
the continent. King Philip is a noble instance of 
sagacity and love of country ; and the Six Nations, so 
well known in the history of New York, were brave, 
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and most generally faithful to their treaties. But it 
often happened, that when the philosopher was con- 
templating them as patriots and warriors, he heard 
of some of their massacres and conflagrations, and 
his resentment arose against them at their barbarous 
disposition. Or, he saw them through the medium 
of taste, and was disgusted with their filthy habits 
and wandering course of life. When Mr. Eddy began 
his career of active philanthropy, the Six Nations had 
been so far reduced as not to be feared, but rather to 
be pitied. Their case came within the view of the 
charities of his religious order, and he made himself 
acquainted with their Situation, their* habits, and cha- 
racter. In 1793, Mr. Eddy, with his friend, John Mur- 
ray, junior, visited the Brothertown, Stockbridge, 
Oneida, and Onondaga Indians, to get more accurate 
information in regard to them, and see if some plan 
eould not be devised to ameliorate their condition. 
At this time, the west was a wild ; ütica, now so con- 
siderable a place, then contained but three houses. 
From ütica they travelled on an Indian path to 
Cayuga lake, and attended the meeting for making 
a treaty, held by General Schuyler, and other com- 
missioners, with the Indians, seven hundred of whom 
were present. Mr. Eddy, and his friend Murray, on 
their return, made so favourable a report to the 
" Yearly Meeting Committee for the improvement of 
the Indians," that for several years — and I never have 
heard that the Friends had relinquished their exer- 
tlons in the cause — considerable sums were appropri- 
ated to instruct and civilize them. He was not very 
ßanguine, in this charity, of doing much good, notwith- 
standing the great interest he took in the welfare of 
the Indians. He -saw that their original character 
was every day changing, and that the whites, some- 
times honestly, and by fair contract, but often impro- 
perly, were encroaching on their grounds: but there 
was another side to the question ; a race of industrious 
men, adorned with all the arts and sclences of civi- 
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Uzation, was growing up and occupying a space for 
ä vlUage, where thousands were supported, that would 
not have furnished " room and verge enough'' for a 
dozen aboriginal hunters, according to their notions 
of life. But, if such men as Mr. Eddy had been in 
the Council for Indian affairs, the tribes would have 
faded away, if that is their fate— and who can doubt 
it ? — with less suffering and less repihing than is now 
wltnessed. His hospitable mansion was a wigwam 
to.the travelling Indian, where he drank when thirsty 
and ate when hungry. He sometimes had a dozen 
Indians, men, women> and children, in the house at 
once. Among his Indian acquaintance, was the fa- 
mous Red Jacket, of the Seneca tribe. This Chief 
was a warrior and orator of high intellectual powers 
and commanding mien. His head was the admira- 
tion of the phrenologist, and his rifle was as un- 
erring as death. This man exhibited all that was 
Qioble in the savage ; he was brave, sagacious, and 
patriotic, but he yielded to the weakness of intern- 
perance, and showed the worst as well as the best 
qualities of their fallen nature. His tribe once^e- 
posed him from power as a Chief, for his imprudence ; 
but he had energy of character enough to redeem 
himself, and regain his power in his tribe — a Singu- 
lar occurrence in savage or civil life. To Mr. Eddy, 
Red Jacket was a study, and so was Eddy to Red 
Jacket, for he, too, with all his flerceness, was a phi- 
ianthropist and a philosopher. ^ince Mr.Eddy's death, 
the State of the Indians hasexcited much feeling in the 
Community, but the time is rapidly approaching, when 
this subject will only be a bygone tale. In New Eng- 
land, there are a few remnants of several once power- 
ful tribes, but they are mixed with the Africans, and 
have no importance in the Community. Though some 
of their ancient territories are, in some instances, ap- 
propriated to their use, and the States act as guardians, 
in Order that these shall not be taken from them. In 
New York, the Six Nations, once so powerful, are now 
9* 
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fast decllning, and in the Western States of Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Mississippi, they are nearly annihila- 
ted. , Beyond the Settlements, there are a few who 
have maintained their independence, but these soon 
will share the fate of other nations of aboriginea on 
this cöntinent. But, if we must come to these melan- 
choly conclusions, we ought not to forget that there 
have been philanthropists who have struggled to save 
them, and to press upon them the arts, and teach 
them the value of civilization and Christianity. The 
foUowing letters will show how much has been done. 

New Stockbridge^ Nov. 19^A, 1796. 

Brothers, 

Our ears have been open to hear from you these 
many days, but have not heard a word. And we 
suppose you also have expected to hear our welfare, 
and have not heard one word. 

Brothers — With pleasure we have retained the good 
counsels you given us when you were here our place. 
We have been endeavoured to foUow the way you 
pointed out for us. Now we will also inform you 
that our nation at large enjoy their health ever since 
you left US. "This, we acknowledge, is merely from 
the good Spirit We are sorry to hear that many of 
our white brothers at New York, have been taken 
away by death. This, also, we believe, is by the 
will of the same Spirit 

Brothers — We believe that you have heard the 
childish conduct of our brethren, the Oneidas, with 
regard to their land affairs, therefore, 'tis needless that 
we should say any thing about it. 

As we look upon you to be our true Friends, we 
write to you as such ; you are sincerely wished that 
our poor Nations should be build up so as to become 
civilized people ; we, also, have an earnest wish for 
the same. 

We ever have endeavoured to promote the happi- 
ness of our Nation here, but our dependance is wholly 
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OD hlTtk who is able to do more for us than we can 
ask. Still, we believe, that in some respects he will 
not do any thing without our endeavours. 

Brothers — By your good coünsels, you have glTen 
US good encouragement to go on in the good way, 
and although we have been endeavoured to do what 
we have told you, but as we are new beginners we 
find ourselves to be as children who could not walk 
strait or go alone without little help by some Friend. 

And we also find some real obstructions in the way 
which we can avoid if we can get some help. And 
as you are our Friends, we will open our minds 
freely unto you. Here we have upwards than sixty 
families who are not acquainted how to make cloth 
of no kind ; it has been therefore necessary for each 
one to go out from the Town, at times, to seek some 
articles of clothing among the white traders; and 
the traders generally set up great price on their 
goods. 

In this way of living, among so many families, 
have spend many many a days in one year. Besides 
all this, there are some Indians who, while they seek- 
ing where to purchase some necessary articles for 
their poor families, they have been overtaken by the 
strong Heroe, and robbed by him, and come home 
almost naked and starved. 

Brothers — This is one obstruction on our way ; in 
Order to avoid it, we would ask your assistance. If 
you can find it in your minds so as to do it with 
ease to trust us few articles of clothing, that we may 
keep little störe in our Town, that our people may 
not spend much of their time as they have done, and 
that the white traders may not take all the advan- 
tages on this respect as they always did. And the 
great Heroe (whose name is Rum) should not rob 
our Indiana as he has done these many years. This 
means will fasten our Nation at one place, we the 
subscribers, engage to pay you at such a time as we 
may agree. If such thing can take place here, it 
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would also great deal help our brethren, the Oneidas 
and Tuscaroras. This, Brothers, Is our request — aad 
we leave it to your consideration — and desire to hear 
your vaiees as soon as you can find it convenient to 
send änswer. This is all what we have to say. 

From your frlends, 

Hendrick Aupaumut, 
John Qüinnet, 

SOLOMON QuANaiTANCHMVT. 

George Embree. 
Thomas Eddy. 
John Murray. 

We have not received the stove yet, and wish to 
hear something about it. 

Two or three hundred pounds worth of such 
articles as these: 

Three point blankets ; two and half ditto ; linen,^ 
and brown linen, and tow cloth ; broadcloths, such 
as strouds ; rateen for legings ; some calicoes, tbread, 
needles ; some handkerchiefs, and some broadcloth, 
which may be used for coating, — such colour as 
Friends generally have for coats. 

New York, 12th mo. 10/A, 1796. 

Brothers, 

A few days ago we received your letter, dated 
19th of last month. The account you give us of your 
welfare aflFords us much satisfaction, and we rejoice 
to find that you retained the counsel and advice we 
gave to you at Stockbridge, and our written Commu- 
nications at Brothertown. We hope you will dili- 
gently attend to the voice of the good Spirit, which 
is placed in all men's hearts, and which is all sufficient 
to lead out of all bad practices — and as you closely 
pursue those ways which is consistent with'thls 
divine Spirit, you will witness, by experierjice, that it 
will be your strength, your good Counsellor, and your 
true Comforter. Since our return home we have been 
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very thoughtful about our Indian Brethren, and in^ 
(ended soon to have wrote to you. 

Our minds, as well as your other Friends in thia 
City, have, been much employed in thinking in what 
way we could best serve you ; we are sensible you 
want assistance, and we are very desirous of helping 
you to become Farmers, and learn some useful trades, 
so that you may not find it necessary to go so much 
out among the white people, which has been already 
of great hurt to your young men, by exposing them 
to be overtaken by the great Hero, as you very Justly 
observe. But, Brothers, we must teil you in piain 
words, that unless you are in earnest, and particu- 
larly the peace makers and Chiefs among yourselveö, 
to make by-laws to prevent your Nation from going 
so much among the white people, or bringing Rum 
into your Nation, we may be discouraged from lend- 
ing you assistance. Now, Brothers, we want you to 
be wise, study your own good, and endeavour to 
promote your own happiness. We fuUy depend on 
yöu to use exertlons to make a reform in your Nation, 
and that you will, in the flrst place, strive to leaye 
off drinking Rum^ as being the first and great Step 
to your becoming a sober and industrious, and, in 
time, a civilized people; and hoping this happy 
change may take place, you may likely again receive 
another Visit next summer from some of our Society ; 
and in order to encourage you to go on in well-doing, 
we have agreed to comply with your request in 
sending you a few goods, in confldence that you will 
pay US punctually for them in twelve montha 

As we have endeavoured to point öut the path 
which leads to your happiness in this world and the 
next, so we hope you will be favoured with strength 
and good resolutions to walk in it ; and, as you now 
experience a fresh instance of ourregard, in furnlsh- 
ing you with some goods, so we particularly request 
of you to be very cautious how you suffer them to 
go out of your possession. Only trust such of your 
O 
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Nation as you know are men of uprightness, who 
will pay you in good season, whereby you will be 
enabled to be punctual in paying at the time pro- 
posed, whlch will greatly add to the reputation of 
your cbar acter as a people, and, in an especial man- 
ner, secure to you the future favour and friendship 
of our Society ; which, that it may be the case, is the 
slncere desire of 

Your real friends and brethren, 

John Murray, Jun. 
Thomas Eddy. 

The stove, and sufflcient of length of pipe, was sent 
some time ago to Albany, to the care of Thomas 
Spencer, merchant there, with directions to him to 
send it to the care of Peter Smith, at old Fort Schuy- 
1er. 

Our Assembly will meet next month, and, perhaps, 
it would be best for you three to come to this city, 
and try if you can prevail on them to grant you 
compensation for your old Claim. We will give you 
our assistance, and we believe, if you come, that we 
can prevail on the Assembly to grant you an annuity. 
Inclosed is invoice of the goods, amounting to 129/. 
16s. lOd. 

To the Chiefs and Warriors of the Sis Nations. 

Brothers, 

In all my intercourse and acquaintance, I havc 
.endeavoured to give you proofs that I am yoür friend. 
Of this truth I trust you are well convinced. If, 
then, you believe me to be your friend, you will listen 
to my talk ; and if you think I have understanding 
to discern what is for your best good, you will attend 
to my advice. 

Brothers — I have often shown you what good things 
the white people enjoy, and explained how you might 
also enjoy them. You have answered, that what I 
told you was very good, and that you were willing 
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to adopt the useful ways of the white people by 
degrees, but that you could not lay aside your old 
cüstoms all at once. This was a wise answer. It 
will be necessary for you to continue your hunting 
while the game is so plenty as to be worth pursuing. 
But you already know that the game is becoming 
scarce, and have reason to expect, that in a few yeara 
more it will be gone. What then will you do to feed 
and clothe yourselves, your wives and children? 
Brothers, this is an important question ; think well 
upon it ; the oldest hunters may, perhaps, find some 
game as long as they live ; but before the young men 
grow old, all the game will be destroyed ; the young 
men, then, and the boys, should learn to get food and 
clothing without hunting. How are they to do this ? 
By cultivating the ground as the white people do ; 
for with what grows out of the ground they can 
purehase all other necessaries. If you make fences 
to enclose many fields, you can then securely raise 
com, wheat, and hay in abundance, to feed your 
f amilies, and as many cattle and hogs as you want, 
and the cattle and hogs will give you more meat than 
ypMi could ever obtcdn by hunting, even when game 
was plentiest 

Now, Brothers, I have the good pleasure to inform 
you, that your good friends, the Quakers, have formed 
a wise plan to show your young men and boys the 
most useful practices of the white people. They will 
choose some prudent good men to instruct them. 
These good men will do this only for the love they 
bear to you, their fellow men, as children of the Great 
Spirit, whom they desire to please, and who will be 
pleased with the good they do to you. The duakers 
and the good men they employ, will ask nothing 
from you, neither land, nor money, nor skins, nor 
fürs, for all the good they will render unto you ; they 
will only request your consent, and the attention of 
the young men and boys to learn what will be so 
useful. ^ / 
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Brother»~--If this flrst attempt succeeds, the way 
will be opened in which your young people may 
learn other useful practices of the white people, so 
as to enable them to supply all their own wants, and 
such as choose it may learn to read and write. 

Having thus explained to you the plan of your 
friends, the duakers, I conclude with heartily recom- 
mending it to your adoption, as better calculated to 
procure lasting and essential beneflts to your Nations 
than any plan ever before attempted. Wishing it 
great success, I remain your friend and brother, 

Philadelphia, Feb. 16th, 1796. -" . 

To Mr. Jasper Parish. 

Philadelphia, Fehruary I5th, 1796. 
Sir, 
The Society of Friends, always manifesting a 
desire to promote the best interest of the Indians, 
have now formed a plan to introduce among them 
the most necessary arts of civil life, and have raised, 
and will raise, money, and employ agents, to carry 
it into effect, or at least to make a fair experiment 
to change their present habits, and to adopt in their 
places the practice of those most necessary arts. In 
this attempt, the Friends will need the assistance of 
all well disposed men,.who are capal3le of deriving 
pleasure from the happiness of their fellow men, and 
are therefore willirig to promote it. But, Qf all men, 
those who understand the language of the Indians, 
if possessed of capacity and humanity, have it in 
their power to do them most good ; for this reason, 
the Friends earnestly desire your aid ; their great 
object is, not to teach peculiar doctrines, but useful 
practices ; to instruct the Indians in husbandry, and 
the piain mechanical arts and manufactures directly 

* Timothy Pickering was, in 1796, Secretary of State for the United States ; 
ßeprgf Washington, President. ' 
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connected with it. This is beginning at the rlght 
end, and, if so much can be accomplished, thelr far- 
ther improvements will foUow of course. 

The agents whom the Friends mean* to engage to 
reside among the Indiana, will be men divested of all 
mercenary views, and devoted for the time solely to 
the pursuit of the object above explained. 

To the request of the Friends I add mine, that you 
will embrace every occasion which shall offer to ex- 
plain to the Indians of the Six Nations, and to per- 
suade them to adopt, a plan whose sole object is thelr 
happiness. I am, Sir, 

Your friend and servant, 

Timothy Pickerino. 



Captain Israel Chapin, Superintendent of the 

Six Nations. 

Philadelphia, February 15^A, 1796. 
De AR Sir, 

The Society of Friends have formed a plan to 
instruct the Indians of the Six Nations in husbandry 
and the most necessary arts of civil life. The good- 
ness of the design, and the dlsinterestedness of the 
motives, must recommend it to the favour and support 
of all who wish the happiness of their fellow men. 
You are of this number, and as the Indians have 
confldence in you, it wiU be in your power greatly 
to promote the success of the plan ; and I am sure 
you will not need urging to exert it, on all fit occa- 
sions. The persons who will be employed by the 
Friends in this benevolent undertaking, will make 
themselves known to you, and ask your advice and 
assistance. You will oblige me by presenting my 
kind regard to your brother and sister, and I beg you 
to be assured of my esteem and friendship. 

Timothy Pickering. 
10 
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An Account of the CommisHoners of Pennsylvania who 
were appainted hy Government to explore the Back 
Country, ^c. in 1796. 

On their arrival in the town in which the Corn- 
planter usually resides, they communicated to him, 
and the men of the town, the errand on which they 
came. After receiv:ng a welcome, and an approba- 
tion of their business, the Commissioners retired, and 
were about to proceed forward, when they were 
again called to the Council House, where an elderly 
Indian woman, in the presence of the Corn-planter 
and his Council, gave in Charge to the Commissioners 
to inform your Excellency, 

That in the Seneca Nation, the women have as 
much to say in Council as the men have, and in all 
important business have equal authority ; that all 
aflfairs of trade and agriculture are under the sole 
direction of the women ; that having learned from 
their Wise Men that the business they came on was 
a search after a better road into their country than 
the usual trading path, the women had Judged it 
proper to express their approbation of that measure, 
which they saw was equally advantageous to the 
Senecas, by lessening the expense of carriage, as to 
the white peöple ; that they were sensible that since 
the game was going from among them, their men 
had been less successful in hunting than formerly, 
yet they hoped their trade was well worth their 
attention ; that the proposals made last Spring by 
the Chiefs of their Nations; for introducing the plough 
among them, had been considered and approved by 
the women, who had the greatest interest in it, as 
the labour feil whoUy on them ; that they had also 
approved of the request for teachers to be sent among 
them to instruct their young people ; that if these 
were done, they hoped that their Nation might be- 
come one people with the Americans, and the Senecas 
would then enjoy the advantages which they per- 
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oelved they percelved the white people deriyed from 
tiieir superior wisdom. 

Thus committed to them, it became their duty to 
lay it before your Excellency. 

To THE Brothertown Indians. 

New York, 6 mo., 2rf, 1796. 
Friends and Brotherb, 

We expect you have already been informed of 
the Governor having appointed General William 
Floyd, with us, superintendants of the affairs of the 
Indians at Brothertown. This, we expect, will be 
handed you by General Floyd, whom we recom- 
mend, from our knowledge of him, as your good 
friend. We are satisfled he has the welfsure of your 
Nation much at heart, and, as we have given you 
many proofs of our steady friendship, we hope you 
will now closely attend to such advice as General 
Floyd may give you. He will kindly inquire into 
your Situation, and you must make known your 
wants to him; he will advise you what by-laws and 
regulations may J)e necessary for you to make among 
yourselves, and you will inform him of such as you 
have already made*, so that he may give you his senti- 
ments thereon. Having had several conversations 
with him on the subject of your aflfairs, we shall 
leave him to inform you of the supplies that is pro- 
posed to be handed you this summer. You need not 
fresh assurances from us, how desirous we are to 
promote your welfare every way, as we believe a 
reformation is really began among you ; we earnestly 
recommend to those sober men and women who have 
so nobly stepped forward in so good an undertaking, 
that they persevere in a steady conduct, and, by set- 
ting examples of sobriety and industry, induce others 
to join them, not only in refraining themselves from 
the least use of spirituous liquors, but to put your 
laws in füll forcfe against all offenders in this respect. 
üntil this shameful practice is entirely laid aside. 
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you will labour under many great disadvantageSy 
and will prevent us from servlng you so fully as we 
wish to do. 

We trust you will closely attend to General Floyd's 
counsel, which will be for your good, as we well 
know his humane disposition and regard for you will 
lead him to bestow much pains with you. On your 
example of industry and sobriety great expectations 
are formed, with respect to a similar reformation 
with the neighbouring Indians ; and we earnestly 
hope General Floydwill have it in his power to give 
a favourable report of you to the Governor, so as to 
induce him also to be your friend. 

We have not time now to enlarge much, recom^ 
mending you to the strict observance of the dictates 
of the Good Spirit placed in each of your hearts. 

We are, truly, your real friends, 

Edmund Prior, 
Thomas Eddy. 

Address of the Oneida and other Indians to the Assemhly 

of New York, 
My Friend, 

As I always had the welfare of my Nation, and 
Indians in general, at heart, I ever been use my en- 
deavours to prevent drinking the spirituous Itquors 
interaperately — prevailed upon Oneidas to unite with 
US to send petitions to the Assemhly of New York to 
stop all liquörs. I have inclosed the copy which I 
drawn for our Nations, to send, that you may see it, 

Signed, Hendrick Aut. 

{A true Copy.) 

To the Great Sachem and Chiefs of the State of New 
York, sitting around the Chreat Council Fire of 
New York. 

Brothers, 

Before you cover your Council Eire, we beg your 
attention to the voice of your brethren. The different 
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tribes living at Oneida couatry, speaka to you ia re^ 
membrance of the friendship you bave manifested 
towards them in all our treaties ; we ourselves havet 
beld Councils at different times, to ccmtemplate tb^ 
welfare of our nations^ because we cannot but groaa 
to See our Situation ; it is also xnelancholic to reflect 
on the ways of our forefathers. 

Brothers — ^You, also, sometimes sorry to see.the de^ 
plorable Situation of your Indian Brethren, for which 
you have given us many good counsels ; though we 
feel willing to foUow your counsels/but it bas made 
no effeet as yeL 

Our Situation is still miserable. Our ancestors have 
been conquered, immediately after you came qn this 
Island, by the strong Heroe, who does still relgn 
among Indian tribes with tyranny, who has robbed 
US of every thing that was precious in our eyes, 
We^ need not mention every particular, how this 
tyrant has used us, for your eyes have been open to 
behold our dismal Situation. 

By the power of our enemy our eyes have been 
bliifded ; our youfig men became willing slaves ta 
this despotic Heroe, so that we have dispteased the 
good Spirit, and we could not become civilized 
people. 

In looking back, we see nothing but desolation of 
our mighty men ; in looking forward, we foreseethe 
desolation of our tribes. Our Chiefs have used thelr 
endeavours to reform their respective people, but, 
having seen no success, they seem discouraged, and 
hang down their heads. 

Brothers — In remembrance of your kind promlses, 
we unite our cri'es to you for help. 

Perhaps, you are ready to think what man it must 
be that have abused so much of our brethnen ; never 
was such Heroe, or tyrant, beard that ever meddled 
with Indians. But, in reality, he is youlr own begot- 
ten son, and bis name you call Rum, aad the names 
of his officers, are Brandy, Wine, and Gin, and We 
P 10* 
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know that you have the power to control him ; and| 
as we desire to live in peace, and to become civilized/ 
natiotts, we earnestly entreat you to use your power 
and wlsdom to prevent all people, whether white or 
Mack, who may cause the Rum, and the other spirit- 
uous Liquors, to come in the hands of our tribes 
throughout your State. In compliance with this,our 
request, we will acknowledge your friendship. 
Ift from your brethren, 

Chiefa and Warriors of Oneida Nation, 

John Skonnondooh, 
Crisdian Thonighoivensera, 
William Tatagivebbra, 
Shagoohtijdaha, 
Kawegdot^ 
Cornelius Konoyoumg. 

Gkieft of Tuacaion^, 

NiCHOLAS CUSECK, 

David Ttanrescagwendtbora% 
Peter Dtongivet. 

Chiefb of Maheoonneck, or Stodcbridge Tnbe, 

Hendrick« Aupavmut, 
Joseph CIuinnet, 
Joseph Shanqueathq,uot, 
John Quinnet. 

The foUowing letters to General Floyd, who was 
an Indian agent, and took a llvely interest in the 
civilization of those under his care, we copy from 
Mr. Eddy's manuscripts, which give a füll and fair 
account of the eflforts of the philanthropists of that 
day, in their endeavours to assist the Indlans, In 
which they were joined by the Qeneral and States' 
Governments. 

To Qenercd William Floyd, at Fort Stanwick, 

New York, 7th mo. ll^A, 1796, 

Rbbpected Fribnd, 

Thy favour of 19th ultimo, to Thomas Edd^, te 
now before us, with the contents of which we are 
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iiiiicb pleased. The delay of tbe buildings» and kor- 
ing out the money designed for that, in articles more 
tmmediately necessary for tbe Indiana, we think a 
very judiciöus step, as, wliile it will tend to convince 
them how much we wish to serve them, they will 
also receive more immediate benefits. We hope, by 
this time, the goods proposed to be sent them when 
thou wast here, have reached them. Thou wilt ob- 
serve several additions to them, that were agreed to 
before thou left us, which was in consequence of our 
interview with the Governor. 

As the articles will, probably, be ready for dlstri- 
bution before thou comest awmy, thou mayest proba- 
bly learu whether they are suitably adapted to thelr 
wants, and from thence form a Judgmebt how to 
proceed in future. When suitable opportunity can be 
had to consult with them, we think there would be 
a propriety in doing it. And, therefore, as it is 
probable, some supplies of clothing, blankets, &c., 
may be wanted for the winter season, it would be 
agreeable to us if thou wouldest endeavour to obtain 
stich knowledge öf the articles most necessary, and 
furnish us with the list thereof. We also think there 
will be a propriety in making an inquiry of them, 
what it is probable they will want next season, as that 
will afford us time to procure the articles, both in 
quantity and quality, much better adapted to their 
use, and, perhaps, a saving. This spring, we found 
much difficulty in procuring some things, particularly 
the hoes, axes, scythes, &c., some of which are Short 
of the quantity designed, and, we fear, may also be 
deficlent in the quality, though we spared no painis 
to procure them of the most proper kinds. 

If thou shouldest have another opportunity with 
the Indians before thy return, we wish to inform 
them of our uniting with thee in what thou hast done^; 
and we also unite in sentiment with thee, on the 
absolute necessity of their making " strait by-laws^^ to 
prövent the introdüction of spirltuoüs llquors among 
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thenl, and that, when made, they be carelül stHctly 
to enforce them in all delinquencies. 

The bills thou mentionest having drawn, will öll 
be duly honoured as they appear. 

We are, very respectfuUy, thy Priends, 

Edmxtnd Prior, 
Thomas Eddy. 

To CrenercU William Ployd, at Part Stantoickf 

New Yorkj 8th mo. 15th, 1796, 

. ESTEEMED FriBND, 

Since cur last, we have been without any of 
thy favours, and although we much approved of what 
thou didst, as being for the most immediate benefit 
of thfe Indians, and have paid the bills thou drewest, 
yet we have. since had cause to regret furnishing 
them with any supplies, tili their school houpe was 
built. We now find that the law expresfely directs, 
thät the school house shall be first built, and a mas- 
ter provided, and until this is done, the Governor is 
restrained from handing us any more money than 
may be thought sufflcient for those purposes. Of 
course, when we called on him, in expectation of 
receiving the money, we could get none, as he sald 
the bouse must be first completed, as the law directs. 
We have now no way of being paid our advances, 
but by setting about and completing the school house 
with b]X possible expedition ; and, on Consulting with 
the Governor, we have approved of erecting only a 
echool houee at present, and, at a future time, ereet 
another house, to /serve for to transact their town 
business in, and as a meeting house. We have, there- 
fore, with his approbation, changed the plan of that 
we sent thee, and, enclosed, thou wilt find one calcu- 
lated for a school house only. Near where the cid 
one Stands, on Jhhn Tuhis^s land, is thought to be an 
eligible spot for the new house. 
. Parhaps, if the Indians are informed that the Oo- 
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vetnor is restrained by law, from granting any farther 
mipport to them, until the house is flnished, they will 
generally turn out, and endeavour by their exertions 
to complete the building in a Short time. 

We are of opinion, that logs be coUected, and sawed 
intb pieces about four or five inches -thlck, and as 
Wide as the timber will admit of, to be placed on the 
top of «ach other, and pinned and dove-tailed toge- 
ther. The building then to be boarded on the outside, 
with boards to stand upright, not lengthways. These 
boards may be planed, so as they can be painted, if 
thought necessary, at a future day. The roof to be 
shingled ; the lower pieces of the building to be pitch 
pine or white oak, to prevent decay. The house 
sbould stand about eighteen inches above the ground, 
underpinned with brick or stone, and tili this can be 
done, it may remaln, perhaps, tili next year, supported 
on blocks. The floor should be pitch pine plank, or, 
if not to be had, of white pine, and ceiled above 
with boards. The floor and ceiling should be grooved, 
but need not to be planed. 

On this plan we wish thee to procure as many men 
as can work, and to proceed immediately, and erect 
a house in the.most convenient Situation that can be 
obtained ; and thou wilt readily see the necessity of 
sending us an acoount of the cost thereof, as soon as 
it can be ascertained, which, if some part is done by 
the Job, may be done even before the building is 
flnish6d. Thou wilt please engage young Wampey, 
or some other, for a master, at a stipulated salary, 
until we can procure one that may be better quali* 
fied. 

The Governor agrees to advance us five hundred 
doUars towards erecting the proposed house ; but thou 
wilt remember, no more can be got tili the building 
is finished, or the cost thereof known, so as to report 
it to the Governor. It will be also necessary, that 
thou sendest us an account of articles purchased for, 
and supplied to, the Indians. 
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Thou mayest readily inrocure money for golag oa 
wlth the building, from any of the störe keepers^ for 
bills OD US, which we would be glad thou couldest 
make at thirty days' sight, if in thy power. ^ It is 
probable thou mayest engage Post, at old Fort Schuy- 
1er, or Kirkland the Attorney, to superiatend the 
building, after thou engagest a good carpenter. We 
wisl^ to hear from thee by next post, and are, wlth 
much esteem, 

Thy assured Friends 

Thomab Eddy, 
Edmund Prioju 

Plan of the Building: 

24 feet by 30, In the clear. 

9 do. high do. 
Door in the middle of the front, and 2 Windows 
each side. 

Two Windows in the west ; none in the north. 
Chimney in the east. Windows— 12 lights, 7 by 9. 



To the Chiefs of the Delawares.* 

Orandfather, 

Attend to the words of your grand-chlldren. 
I am glad that, by the goodness of the great Good 
Splrit, we are allowed to meet togetber by the side 

• N.-B. Addressed by the Mohigans, (or Stockbridge nation.) to a remnant 
of Delawares who lived near Atsion, twenty miles from Pniladelphia, tu] 
1797, and then united themselves with the »tockbridge Indiana, ISO miles 
West of Albany. The Mohigans always call the Delawares grand-father. — 

The Delaware, or Lenni Lenape Indians, were the ancestors of the six 
nations, and of most of the tribes of New England; their language has been 
considered as the most copious and perfect, of all spoken by the Incüan 
tribes. It is said to be so formed, as to express almost every shade of meaning 
by prefixes, affixes, and reduplications. Historians hare infbrmed ns, that 
the other tribes had children bfought up among the Delawares^ in order to 
give correctness and polish to their own languag;e on their return to their 
respectiTe tribes. Any one acquainted with the history of the Indian, is wdl 
aware that every tribe takes especial care to keep its vemacular as perfekt «a 
possible. Those who ezamined the Cherokees and Winnebagoes when they 
tüiited the United States, oan bdar witness to this care to preserre tfaeir lan^ 
gU4Ae pure, and their pronunciation correct This appellation of nandsire, 
used by th^ Mohigans to the Delawares, is in corroboration of this nict. 

8. Li* K.. 
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of this flre-plaee, and smoke the pipe of M«id8h!p, 
while we talk together In commemoration of ancient 
covenant, whlch our forefathers established, and es- 
teemed it. 

I am glad that the Gireat Spirit put« It in yotii 
mindB to Visit your grandchildren, and presenre you 
through the tedious journey, so to arrlve here safely. 

Graiidf ather — ^When I look on you, I see your tears 
flowing dowri from your eyes, on account pf the dust 
ittäi flew about on the way, as you were ooming 
from your fire-plaöe hither. 

In remembrance of the ancient customs of our 
ancestors, I now Stretch forth my band, and wipe off 
your tears, thal you may see your grandchildren in 
real appearance ; in like manner, I clefin your ears, 
tfeat you may hear plainly the voice of your grand- 
children, and also clean your throat, and loose your 
tongue, that you may speak freely. 

Grandfather — ^And also I find that your heart is 
hanging downwards, on account of the many losses 
in your Nation these many days ; and, according to 
the customs of our forefathers, I now set your heart 
upright, and lay aside all the söund which the white 
birds have sounded on your ears, that you may, with- 
out prejudlee, be enabled to consider what your 
gf andehildren may say to you. 

Grandfather — Having done so much, then I see 
mud all over your legs and feet, for an account of 
the long muddy path in which you have walked 
through. I now wash your legs and feet, but still I 
discover some briars and thorns sticking fast in your 
feet ; now I pull out every one of them, and I take 
weesquos, in which our ancestors used to put healing 
oil, and oint your feet aftd legs, that you may feeL 
w^U, and walk around by the fire-place of your 
grandchildren. 

(A string of^ pure white wampum delivered.) 

Grandfather — Again listen. 

I . am glad to find that you still retain our talk, 
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which passed between us at Philadelpbia, when we 
saw each other there, (about four years ago,) at wbte^ 
Urne I took hold on your band, and directed you to 
my flre-place, which invitations our Chiefs, witb our 
young men, do now renew. 

I spread this unnukkon, or mat^ Wide, ob whicb I 
put you ; likewise those pillows to lay your beads 
on ; tben I Stretch forth my band on your fire-place, 
and roll your mat, which you used to sit on, and 
spread it över on the other mat, which I just made 
ready for you, that you may feel more easy and com- 
fortable ; here you will eat with your grandchildren 
out of one dish, and use one spoon ; by the side of 
this flre-place you can cook what you please, and ai 
night you can lay down to rest, and dream about the 
welfare of your men, women, and children. In the 
morning you can get up, and promote the same. 

Grandfather — Lastly, I let you know that I put a 
broom by the side of this bed, so that, whenever you 
feel something hard on this bed, then when shaU 
use the broom to sweep oflf every thing, thjat nothing 
may Interrupt your rest. 

(Nunnchtkchk. String of wampum deliverecj.) 

Grandfather — once more attend. 

We will now let you know the reasons which In- 
duce your grandchildren to give you such invitations« 

Ist. Because I believe that it is the will of the 
great Good Spirit, that our ancestors did enter into 
covenant, and established a strong friendship between 
them, which covenant we ever have maintained 
bright. 

2d. Because, by the goodness of the same Spirit« 
we obtained this good dish, wherein we may eat 
peaceably ; and, by bis kind providence, we were ei>- 
abled to see your dismal Situation ; and fartber, I 
believe, that It is the same good Spirit who influenced 
our hearts to have the compassionate feelings towards 
your Nation. 
' 3d. Because I believe, that if you can only.onee 
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make out to bring the whole of your Nation here, 
you can trave better Chance to try to live as a people, 
I because tiiis disti is mucii better than your old disti. 

I 4th. Because you will have the privilege of hear- 

I ing the glad tidings of the Goepel preached, and your 

I children will be instructed to read and write. 

5th. Because here we can live together as one 
I fömily, and counsel one another, and comfort and 

exhort one another daily, so long as we are allowed 
. to live this side of eternity. 

From your grandchildren, 

Sachems, 

Joseph SKAvavEATHCivANT^ 
Hendrick Aupamut. 

CotinseUon of Maheconneck Nation, 

John Q^uinney^ 
Joseph QuiNNEYr 

Delivered in füll Council. 

New i^tockbridge^ October 9^A, 1796. 

To the Stockbridge. — Answer. 

Grandchildren — ^Ättend. 

I am glad that, by the goodness of the Great 
Spirit, we were allowed to meet together by the side 
of this fire-place, to smoke the pipe of friendship, as 
our ancestors were accustomed to do. Grandchildren, 
I am glad to find a token of your friendship, which 
you manifested at your grandfather's arrival at this 
fire-place; likewise, ever since, for which we are 
extremely thankful, and ever shall be gratefuUy re- 
membered. 

Grandchildren — At our arrival, you wiped away 
the tears from our eyes, which were caused by the 
filth and dust which blew into them in our long 
Journey, as also, on the account of the many tall 
trees, which are fallen and lost amongst us. Like- 
wise, you have cleared out my ears and throat, and 
set my heart upright. Likewise, you have wiped oflF 
GL 11 
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the mud from my legs and feet, and, finding them 
füll of briars and thorns, you reached thither ycmr 
hands, and plucked them all out, and applied the 
healing oil of our deceased ancestors upon them. 

Grandchildren — Since your Performance of this 
kindness to your grandfather, I see you clearly ; I 
see the tears running down on your eyes, on the 
account of the many losses in your Nation, and the 
many high trees that are fallen. 

Grandchildren — Now, in remembrance of our an- 
cient covenant, I Stretch forth my hands, and raise 
up your head, and obliterate from your eyes and mind 
all tears and sorrow, and fix your eyes forward, that 
they may not be obstructed from* looking forward 
on the happy days which are Coming, in looking back 
on the trees which are fallen. 

Grandchildren — I also cleanse your ears, that you ^ 
may hear plainly ; and strengthen your tongues, that 
you may be enabled to speak the things which are 
profitable for your Nation, both temporally and spi- 
ritually. Likewise, I set your heart upright, that you 
may be capable of contemplating the welfare and 
happiness of your old men, women, and children. 

Now, Grandchildren, attend. 

By these strings you renew the kind invitation 
you gave us, when we saw each other in Philadel- 
phia. I think it needless to repeat the same, but for 
which we again thank you. Likewise, Grandchil- 
dren, be it known unto you, that we have deöply 
considered your invitation, and finding it heartily 
sincere, and your dish a lasting good one, and your 
paths so good and straight, we accept of your invi-. 
tation, and lay hold on it with böth of our hands, 
hoping that the great Good Spirif may enable and 
Protect US, in promoting eäch other's welfare and 
happiness, and that we may live and die together by 
the side of your fire-place. 

Now, Grandchildren, I must teil you, now that I 
am about turning .my eyes towards my fire-place, 
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hoping that, as you have begun and entered in this 
good path, you may still continue to persevere there- 
in ; and although we shall be absent some time in 
body, our hearts shall still be present with you. 



It is evident, that many true philanthropists were 
feelingly alive to the State of the Indians. The Se- 
cretary of State for the United States, at that time 
the Honourable Timothy Pickering, was deeply en- 
gaged for the welfare of the children of the forest. 
He was a sagacious politician, of great hardlhood of 
character, and was always governed more by the 
dictates of his understanding than the feelings of his 
heart. He, as it will be seen by the foregoing letters, 
from his own band, did all in his power to aid and 
abet the Society of Friends^ in their benevolent efforts 
for the Indians. 

Certificate, 

The subscriber certifies, that the foUowing Commu- 
nications were written by him, in short band, as 
they were delivered, at two Conferences held in the 
city of Baltimore, on the 26 th and 27th of 12th month, 
1801, between several Indian Chiefs, residing on the 
waters of the Wabash,Lake Erie, and Lake Michigan, 
and the committee for Indian affairs, appointed by 
the yearly meeting of the Society of Friends, held in 
Baltimore, at which were also present many others 
of the Society of Friends, and people of different 
religious persuasions ; and that it is acknowledged 
by those who were present, that the Communications 
are taken down with accuracy. 

Gerard T. Hopkins. 

I have perused the foUowing speeches, written in 
Bhort band by Gerard T. Hopkins, as they were 
delivered in the city of Baltimore, by the Indian 
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Chiefs, the Little Turtle and the Flve Medals, and 
do hereby certlfy that they äre taken down wlth 
accaracy. William Wells, 

Inteilprdter and Agent ibr Indian 



Proceedings of the First Conference, 

A member of the Society of Friends opened the Con- 
ference by addressing the Chiefs as follows : 

Brothers and Friends, 

I am desirous that, In the early part of th]s op- 
portunity, you may be informed that the people called 
Quäkers, consider all mankind as their brethren; 
that they believe the Great Spirit and Father of man- 
kind created all men of one blood ; and that it is the 
will of Him, who also created the sun, the moon, and 
the Stars, and causes them to give us light — that Great 
Spirit and common Father of all mankind — that we 
should not do one another hurt, but that we should 
do one another all the good we can ; and it is on 
this ground and this principle, that we believe it right 
to take you by the band. 

After sitting a short time in silence, another Friend 
addressed them as follows : 

Brothers and Friends, 

We, the people called (äuakers, believe that it is 
rcquired of us, that we should all love one another, 
however separated we may be in our local Settlements 
in the woJrld, or whatever diflerence there may be In 
our colour. And, as we are convinced it is not in 
our power to perform our religious duties to Him 
that hath created us, without bis assistance, so we 
conceive it to be our duty, when we are about to 
enter upon such weighty business as, I apprehend, this 
is, thus to Sit down in stillness, in order to endeavour 
to feel after the Operation of bis spirit in our hearts ; 
und we believe that this cannot be attained by our 
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own naturs^ powers, but must be under the influence 
of the Good Spirit. 

We also believe that there is an evil spirit, whlch 
is always striving to lead us into wrong things: that 
spirit which leads us to hate and destroy one another ; 
and in this persuasion of mind, we believe it neces- 
saty for us to sit down in stillness and quiet, to wait 
upon the Great Spirit. 

Under these impressions, we are concerned oflen 
to assemble ourselves together, that we may Indivi- 
dually come under an exercise and concern, to be 
rightly directed in our religious movements; and 
onee in the year we assemble at certain places, in 
Order to have a general and füll Conference, to know 
how things are amongst us as a people. 

One of these meetings is held at Philadelphia, and 
another at Baltimore. 

At our yearly meeting at Baltimore, several years 
past, our minds were brought under a concern on 
behalf of our brethren, the Indians ; and remember- 
ing the friendship that had subsisted between our 
Society and the indians, from the flrst settlement of 
our fathers upon this continent, and at the same tlme 
recoUecting that the country to the westward was 
fast settUng, apprehensions arose in our mind, that, 
as the game became scarce, they would be brought 
under sufiferings ; and, as there had been long wars 
between some of the white people and the Indians, 
we had not had, for a long time, an opportunlty of 
taking our brothers, the Indians, by the band. 

Now, brothers, as we are thus led by the concems 
that arose in our Council, some of us were appointed 
to go out into the wilderness, and endeavour to get 
amongst our brethren, the Indians, that we might 
have some talk with them ; and amongst those who 
were appointed, this, my brother, who slts at my 
right band, was one ; and I have thought that he, 
perhaps, can give a more füll account, both of the 
times, and of our flrst movements at the concern. 

ir 
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The Priend alluded to then proceeded : — 

Brotherb, 

About six years ago, we believe, the Good Spirit 
put into our hearts, at our great Council, held in this 
town, to endeavour to do something for the Indiana ; 
and, about four years ago, two others, besides myself, 
went over the Great Mountains, westward, in order 
to see your Situation, and to know your disposition, 
whether you would receive any thing from us or not. 

We wished to go to Sandusky, expecting to find 
r the greatest number of Indians at that place. We 

could not get a guide tili we got to the forks of Scioto, 
where we agreed with one to take us to Isaac 
Zane's. At that place, we were informed that a 
number of Chiefs were at Detroit. 

We sent for some Wyandot Chiefs, who resided 
about 25 miles from Isaac Zane's, and had a Confer- 
ence with them. We informed them of the desire 
our Society had, to do something for the Indians that 
would be useful to them. From thence we went to 
Upper Sandusky. Isaac Zane piloted us, and there, 
also, we had a Conference with some of the Delaware 
Chiefs. We wanted to know whether they would 
be wiiling to be instructed, on their own lands, in 
a way to procure a sufficiency for them to eat; to 
have a mill to grind their com, and have their chil- 
dren instructed to read and write ? They informed 
US, that they could not give us an answer at that time, 
but would lay our proposals before their Council. 

About three years ago, we received a speech and 
a belt of wampum from a Council held at Detroit ; 
the speech did not contain an answer to the propo- 
sals made to.them, but an invitation to us to attend 
their coimcll. (A short pause.) 

The Llttle Turtle, Chief of the Miamis, said :— 

Brother, 

It is not usual for us to Interrupt any one in 
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speaking, but^ I wish to inquire, from whom the 
Speech you mention came ? 

(The Speech was then produced, and the names to 
it read) — Little Turtle added — 

I See that our brothers, the duakers, are not so 

fuUy acquainted with the Situation of the Indians as 

we wish. After we have taken the great Chief of 

the white people by the band, I hope he will give 

, you füll Information with respect to us. 

The Friend, who had been interrupted, then pro- 
ceeded :— 

Brothers, 
Two years, last Spring, seven of us went over 
the Ohio, and thence to Upper Sandusky, at the time 
mentioned in the speech that was sent to us — we 
were invited to be there about the flrst of June, and, 
accordingly, got there about that time, but were in- 
formed, that the Council was not to be held tili 
about two weeks after. Not being accustomed to 
their mode of living, and finding a considerable num* 
ber of the Indians, at that place, intoxicäted with 
liquor, we were much discouraged, and concluded 
we might as well return home again. The Indians, 
however, notwithstanding their Situation, treated us 
very kindly. We got together several Chiefs of the 
Wyandpts, and communicated to them our business. 
They informed us, they would lay it before the 
Chiefs, at the Council, and return us ans wer; but we 
have not received one. 

The Friend, who made the second communication, 
addressed them again, as foUows :— 

Brothers and Friends, 

We were glad when we heard, that some of our 
red brethren were come tq this city, and feit our 
mlnds drawn to take them by the band, in Order that 
we might have an opportunity of knowing them. 

As we had not been acquaintöd with their situa- 
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tlons and circumstances, we have not Men able to 

judge, whether any thing we had to propose t^ do 
for Ihem, would be äccepted ?— Whether they "were 
unde/ the necessity of applying to some other mode 
for a livelihood ? — Whether the game in their coun- 
try was in plenty ?— We have thought, brothers, that 
if it should not yet be the case, that the game is 
Bcarce, it probably will be the case at some time; 
and, therefore, we thought It would be best for our 
red brethren, to give some attention to the cultiva- 
tion of the soll. 

This is one of the subjects which has claimed our 
consideration. And, feeling in our hearts, that we 
loved the Indians, and wished their welfare, it was 
our concern that they might be instructed to turn 
their attention to the cultivation of their lands. And, 
as we believe, brothers, that we derive very great 
advantages from reading books, which contain mucb 
Instruction, and wishing our brethren, the Indians, 
should also derive the same advantage with us, we 
have wished that they should candidlyiet us know, 
whether they desire these things, that we might do 
for them whatever is in our power to do. 

After a pause, the Little Turtle obsefved : — 

Brothers and Friends, 

If there is any more that you have to say, we 
wish to hear it ; but, if not, I will make a Short 
reply to what we have already heard you say. 

He was desired to proceed ; when, rising on hls 
feet, he said : — 

Fäiends and Brothers, 

My heart returns thanks to the Great Splrit 
above, that has put it in our power to speak to one 
another. My brother Chiefs, with myself, are glad 
that our friends and brothers, the Quäkers, have such 
great compassion for their red brethren. 

Friends and Brothers— Your red brethren believe, 
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that one man— one Great Man, made all the men thai 
are on the earth ;' and that he made the sun, the^ 
mooh, and the stars, to give light, and to be usefül 
to them. 

Friends and Brothers — We now rejoice, that the 
Great Spirit has made you feel, that we stand In 
need of the asslstance whlch you have been descri- 
blng to US, and to wlsh, if possible, to render your red 
brethren those Services which they now are highly 
in need of. 

Brothers and Friends — It appears ta us, your red 
brethren, that you have been kept in the straight 
path, by the Great and Good Spirit. We have been 
led astray by inferior spirits; we now hope, that 
we may come upon your track, and follow it. 

Brothers and Friends — The long and destructive 
wars that have raged in the country of your red 
brethren, since your fathers flrst came among them, 
have caused their numbers to be greatly diminished. 
Those that have come amongst us, have very much 
cheated and imposed upon us. They have found 
US simple and Ignorant, and have taken very great 
care to keep every thing from our knowledge, in order 
toprofitbyour ignorance. 

Friends and Brothers— We find that you are now 
disposed, with open arms, to receive us, and we hope 
the Great Spirit will assist you, together with the 
great Chief of the white people, whom we are now 
about to apply to for help. 

Brothers and Friends — At the treaty of GrenvlUe, 
which is now a little past six years ago, we recelved 
some presents, by the hands of the great war Chief of 
the Amerlcans, (General Wayne,) said to be sent to us 
by our brothers, the Quäkers. After this treaty, I 
was. invited, by the great Chiefs of the Americans, 
to Visit them. It is naw four years since I visited 
them, at Philadelphia, whilst the great Council was 
held at that city. I had there opportunity to see our 
brothers, the duakers, and received from their mouths 
R 



130 LIFE OF THOMAS EI>DY. 

some talks : all these talks I wrapped up in my heart, 
and, when I returned home to my brothers, I com- 
municated to them, faithfully, all those good things 
which you had told us you were desirous to do for us. 

Friends and Brothers — I am happy to say, that 
these, my red brothers, now present with me, are 
Chiefs, who, in their own country, are equally great 
with myself. They were rejoiced tö hear your 
words, dellvered to them, thröugh me, four years ago, 
and they are now equally glad with myself, to hear 
from the mouths of our brothers, the Cluakers, the 
same good words again. 

Brothers and Friends — If we understand you right, 
you wish to add comfort to our women and children, 
by teaching us some of your ways of living. I am 
glad that the Great Spirit has put this into your 
hearts, and am sorry that your exertions have not 
yet been successful. 

Brothers and Friends — I now assure you, that you 
hear the voice of the Patawattamy, Miami, Delaware, 
Shawanese, Weas, Eel River, Pisinkashaw, Kickapoo, 
and Kaskaskias tribes of Indiana, and that, if you 
wish to do any thing for any of these nations of 
Indians, they will be ready, at all times, to receive 
you — and we, also, will be ready, at all times, to ren- 
der you any assistance in our power. 

Brothers and Friends — This is the flrst time that 
the Great Spirit has brought us to take our brethren, 
the duakers of Baltimore, by the band, and we re- 
joice to hear them mention the same things to us, 
that have heretofore been mentioned to us, by our 
brothers, the duakers of Philadelphia. 

Brothers — I, some time past, received from our 
brothers, the duakers of Philadelphia, some tools, 
amongst which were two ploughs. I used them, and 
did all I could to keep them from wearing out. I was 
pleased with them : they have now become necessary 
to be repaired. We have nobody amongst us that 
can mend them, and they are now useless to me. 
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Brothers and Friends— It is now five days slnoe 
we took our brothers, the Quäkers of Philadelphia, 
by the hand — we then talked over these things to- 
gether. They have promised me, that at their next 
great Council, they will hold a talk ahout these things, 
and consider what they can do for us. 

Brothers and Friends — If our brothers, the Quakers 
of Baltimore, desire to do any thing for the Indians, I 
wish to give them füll Information of the place where 
we may be found generally together. The great 
Council of our tribes of Indians, is held at Fort Wayne, 
at the time we receive our annuity from the United 
States. At that time, any Communications our brothers 
wish to make to their red brethren, will be safely 
handed to us by your white brother, our Interpreter, 
now with US, who is our agent at that place. (He 
then sat down, but, after a Short pause arose again.) 

Brothers — ^I must add a few words farther : I Und 
tbat I have not fuUy answered all the questions that 
our brothers have put to us. 

Brothers and Friends — It is the real wish of your 
brothers, the Indians, to engage in the cultivation of 
our lands. And although the game is not yet so 
scarce, but that we can get enough to eat, we know 
it Is becoming scarce, and that we must begin to 
take hold of such tools as we se^re in the hands of 
the white people. 

Brothers and Friends— We are now on our way to 
See the great Chiefs of the Americans at their Council. 
We are glad to find that they remember their red 
brethren, and rejoice to believe that the Great Spirit 
has put it into the heart of the great Chief of the 
white people to do us such Services as will add to the 
comfoft of his red children. 

Brothers and Friends — I will now only add, that 
I rejoice to believe, that your friendship to your red 
brethren is a friendship that is pure — a friendship 
that comes from the heart — you want no compensa- 
tlon from the Indians for your Services to them. You 
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ck> not want to take away our lands from us— yoi» 
have always made use of this language to qb; and 
it has always been with pleasure that I have com- 
municated it to our brethren. 

Brothers — We are a jealously disposed people — al- 
most every white man that comes amongst us, endea- 
V0W8 all he can to cheat us ; this has occasioned jea- 
lousy among us. But your talks, brothers, are different ; 
we believe you, when you say you want no compensa- 
tion from us, for your Services to your red brethren. 

l^ive Medals, Chief of the Pattawattamies, arose. 

Fbiends and Brothers, 

I rejoice to hear that you have so much compas- 
sion on your red brethren. As my frlend the Little 
Turtle has observed, it is not the flrst time that we 
have received tökens of friendship from you. 

It is some years since the treaty of Grenvllle, 
where we flrst experienced the friendship of our 
brothers, the duakers. He was there informed of 
their good wishes, and of the great friendship they 
had for their red brethren. 

He returned home, and informed us of all the great 
talks he had with our brothers, the Quäkers of 
Philadelphia. 

It is truly pleeüng to me, brothers, to hear the 
same talks my friend had informed me of, now 
repeated, on my arrival at Baltimore, by our friends 
and brothers the duakers. 

I hope, brothers, that the Great Spirit, who has the 
dlsposal of men, will assist you in your laudable 
undertaklngs, and enable you to be of servlce to your 
red brethren. 

Friends and Brothers — The talks that you have 
now delivered to us, shall be carefuUy coUected, 
Wrapped up, and put in our hearts— we will not 
forget them. On our return home, we will have 
them communicated from the head to the mouth of 
tbe Wabash— from this to the Mississippi, and up that 
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«river tili it atrikes the lakes, thence round by Michili- 
mackanack, until they come back again to the same 
place. 

What we say to you, you may be assured does not 
come from one man, it comes from many — and what 
you have now said to us, you speak it to but a few, 
but it shall be communicated to many. 

Brothers and Friends — I observed to our friends the 
Quäkers of Philadelphia, five days ago, what I now 
say to you : That we wish our brothers, the Quäkers, 
to render us those Services which they have proposed. 
We promise that nothing shall be wanting on our 
part, to give aid to so desirable a thing in our country. 

Our Situation, at present, will not admit of carrying 
such a plan so fuUy into execution as might be 
desired by our brothers; but that, I hope, will not 
prevent you from making trial. If we had such 
tools as you make use of, and which add so much to 
y our comfort — for we have been lost in wonder at 
what we have seen amongst you— if we had these 
Instruments, we should, I hope, be willing to use 
them ; and in the course of a little time, there would 
be people amongst us, that would know well how 
to use them, through the assistance they might 
obtain from you, and the rest of our white friends. 

Brothers and Friends — Whatever goods you may 
have in störe for your red brothers, we cannot but 
wish that you will show them to us as soon as pos- 
sible. 

That we can yet live upon the game of our country 
is true; but we know that this will not be the case 
long. Brothers, from the great things, and the aston- 
ishing wonders which we have seen among you, and 
finding they all come out of the earth, it makes me 
anxious to iry if I cannot get some for myself. I 
hope, brothers, that by the aid of the Great Spirit, 
and of our friends and brothers, the Quäkers, together 
with the government of the United States, that we 
shall yet be enabled to get these good things for our- 
12 
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selves— such as will make us, our women, and our- 
children happy. 

Brothers — We do not know what our brothers^ the 
Quäkers of Philadelphia, may have in contemplation 
to do for their red brethren, but we hope it will be 
something that will add to our comfort; we hope 
it will be something by which we shall profit ; some- 
thing 'by which we shall be enabled to cultivate our 
lands, and live by the fruits of the earth. We have 
been Walking in a thorny path ; we want to get into 
your track and foUow it; and the sooner this is 
put into our power, I am convinced the better it will 
be for our red brethren. 

Brothers and Friends — ^I have not much to say 
further; what has now been said to you is the voice 
of the Pattawattamy, Miami, Delaware, Shawanese, 
Weas, Eel-River, Pisinkashaw, Kickapoo, andKaska»- 
kias tribes of Indians. I rejoice, brothers, that we 
now know each other, and hope if you have any 
thing to communicate to your red brethren, that it 
will come to us through your good brother, William 
Wells, our Interpreter, who resides in our country. 
We can place great confidence in him. He is the only 
white man in our country we will trust ; we shall 
then get it, and do now assure you, that it shall be 
faithfully sent to all these people, in the manner you 
wish it to be, 

Brothers and Friends — I hope the Great Spirit will 
assist you in your undertakings to do your red 
brethren good. Your movements towards the Wyan- 
dots, have not met with that success which they 
deserved. It makes me sorry to find an ans wer from 
them of the kind you have mentioned. There is a 
great deal, brothers, in having a good Interpreter, 
and beginning at the right end of the business, 

( The end of the first Conference,) 
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Secand Conference, 

One of the Society of Prlends opened the Conference 
as foUows : — 

B&OTHERS AND FrIENDS, 

When the talka, which we had last evening at 
thls place, ended, I believe it was gener ally under- 
stood, that the subject matter which had been 
spoken upon, was satisfactory ; but, on considering fur- 
ther, some of us thought that there were some things 
of considerable importance, which had not been 
spoken upon — and thought that It would be right 
to have another opportunity. 

We are, accordingly, again assembled — and, see- 
ing that it has been the will of the Great Spirit, and 
Father of us all, to permit us thus to come together 
again, it Is my desire that any thing we may feel 
In cur hearts, that may be likely to have a tendency 
to promote the good of our red brethren, may be freely 
spoken. 

Another Friend next addressed them, as foUo ws : — 

I may teil you, I have been made glad, that I have 
an opportunity of sitting once more with you ; aild 
as I have found, that the more I am with you, the 
more the love I have feit for you has increased, and 
the stronger has been my desire for your welfare, 
and that this love has taken away all fear of giving 
ofTence ; I feel myself authorized, I think, as a bro 
ther, to use freedom of speech with you, and in the 
freedom which I feel, under the influence of that 
love which, I trust, has been impressed upon my 
heart by the Great and Good Spirit, who, as he has 
made us all of one blood, so he requires of us, that 
we should love one another. I may teil you, brothers, 
that, when I was in the Indian country, I had fre- 
quent opportunities of observing the pernicious con- 
sequences of the use of spirituous liquors, with which 
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the Indians were fumished by the traders ; and as I 
have reason to believe, that you who are now present 
are wise men, who have eyes in your heads, and are 
able to See things as they really are, I have feit a 
desire in my heart to know your opinions, and what 
is your judgment concerning this thing— the nsing 
splrituous liquors to excess ; believing, brothers, that 
if you have seen things in the same light in which I 
have seen them, that you would be desirous that a 
stop might be put to the evils, that arise from tbeuse 
of so destructive a liquor. I may teil you, brothers^ 
who are now present, as well as the Indians in 
general, that I have believed that there is not any 
thing that Stands more in your way to improveiöent 
than this, the too frequent use of spirituous liquors : 
and I have thought, that if you are of the same mind 
with US, who are your friends, and have your good 
at heart, that it would be right for us to take the 
subject into our serious consideration, to endeavour 
to discover, whether there may not be some step 
taken, that would put a check upon this pernicious 
thing. 

Now, brothers, as a hint of this sort was omitted 
when we were together last evening, some of us did 
not find our minds easy : we thought it ought to 
have come under consideration, hoping that you, who, 
as I have already said, have eyes in your heads, and 
can See for yourselves, have had this subject under 
your consideration. We now hope, brothers, that 
you will express yourselves freely to us on this sub- 
ject, and let us know how it has happened to you. 
After which, perhaps, it will open a way for some 
further observations from us. 

After a Short pause, the Little Turtle, on his seat, 
Said, I will now make isome reply, if none of my 
brothers have one to offer. 

He was desired to proceed— when, rising on his 
feet^ he said, 
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Mt Brotherb and Friends, 
I am happy to find, that it has pleased the Great 
Spirlt, that we should again, thia evening, meet ia 
the same house, ia which we held our Council yester- 
day. I am happy to find, that It is the will of the 
Great and Good Spirit, that we should discoyer, there 
was something yesterday not mentioned, that w.aff 
highly necessary for the welfare of your brethren. 

Friends and Brothers-~I am glad to find that it has 
pleased the Great Spirit, to put a wish in your hearts, 
to know our opinions on the subject you have men- 
tioned; a subject of the greatest moment to us. 
What you have said, relative to our being one flesh, 
and one blood, is true. Your brothers, the Indiana, 
believe, that it is in this light the Great Spirit coO' 
siders all mankind. 

Brothers and Friends — My brother Chiefs, that ara 
now present, with myself, are happy to find, that you 
have a good opinion of us. You say, that you ap- 
prehend we have eyes in our heads, and can clearly 
see for ourselves, those things that are injurious to na, 
This^ my friends and brothers,'is the case ; we dearly 
See these things : my brother Chiefs, that are now 
present with me, as well as myself, have long seen 
them ; we have long lamented these great evils that 
have raged in our country, and that have done your 
red brethren so much härm ; we have applied for 
redress, and endeavoured to have them removed from 
amongst us. 

When our forefathers met first on this Island, your 
red brethren then were numerous ; but since the 
introduction amongst us of what you call (^irituoufr 
liquors, and what, we think, may be justly called 
poison, our numbers are greatly dimlnished : it ha9 
destroyed a great part of our red brethren. 

My Brothers and Friends — I am glad to hear yotf 

observe, that freedom of speech ought always to be 

made use of amongst brothers ; this, brothers, really 

ottght to be the case. I will now, therefore, take 

S 12* 
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the liberty to mention, that most of the existihgr 
ertls amongst your red brethren, have been caught 
from the white people; not only that liquor that 
destroys us daily, but many diseases that our fore- 
fathers were ignoraot of, before they saw you. 

My Brothers and Friends — I am glad, with my 
brother Chiefs, that are now present, to find that you 
are ready to assist us in every thing that will add to 
our good : we hope that the Great Spirit will aid you 
in all your good undertakings, with respect to us. 
We plainly perceive, brothers, that you see that very 
evil that destroys your red brethren. K Is not an' 
evil, brothers, of our own making ; we have not 
placed it amongst ourselves; it is an evil placed 
amongst us by the white people ; we look up to them 
to remove it out of our country : if they have that 
friendship for us, which they teil us they have, they 
certainly will not let it continue amongst us any 
longer. Our repeated entreaties to those who bring 
this evil amongst us, we find, has not the desired' 
effect. We teil them — Brothers, fetch us useful things ; 
bring goods that will tlothe us, our women, and our 
children, and not this evil liquor, that destroys our 
reason — that destroys out health — that destroys our 
lives : but all we can say on the subject is of no Ser- 
vice, nor gives relief to your red brethren. 

My Brothers and Friends — I am glad that you 
have Seen into this business as we do — I rejoice to 
find that you agree in opinion with us, and expreas 
an anxiety to be, if possible, of service to us, to remove 
this great evil out of our country — an evil that has 
had so much room in it — that has destroyed so many 
of our lives, that it causes our young men to say, " we 
had better be at war with the white people: thi» 
liquor that they introduce into our country is more 
to be feared than the gun and the tomahawk ; there 
are more of us dead since the treaty of Grenville, 
than we lost by the six years war before ; it is all 
owing to the introduction of this liquor amongst us." 
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Brothers, how to remove this evil from our country 
we do not know ; if we had known it to be a proper 
subject to have mentioned to you in our Council 
yesterday, we should surely have done it. Thia 
subject, brothers, composes a part of what we Intend 
to make known to the great Council of our white 
brethren. On our arrival there we shall endeavour 
to explain to our great father, the President ; a great 
many evils that have arisen in our country, from the 
introduction of this liquor by the white traders. 

Brothers and Friends — In addition to what I have 
before observed of this great evil in the country of 
your red brethren, I will say further, that it has 
made us poor. It is this liquor that causes our young 
men to go without clothes, our women and ehlldren 
to go without any thing to eat; and sorry am I to 
mention now to you, brothers, that the evil is increas- 
ing every day, as the white settlers come nearer to 
US, and bring those kettles they boil that stuff in 
they call Whiskey, of which our young men are so 
extremely fond. Brothers, when our young men 
have been outhunting, and are returning home load- 
ed with skins and fürs, on their way, if it happens 
that they come along where some of this Whiskey 
is deposited, the white man who sells it, teils them 
to take a little drink ; some of them will say no, I 
don't want it — they go on tili they come to another 
house, where they find more of this same kind of 
drink ; it is there again ofTered ; they refuse ; and again 
the third time; but flnally the fourth or flfth time 
one accepts of it, and takes a drink, and getting 
one he wants another, and then a third and a fourth, 
tili his senses have left him. After his reason comes 
back again to him, when he gets up and flnds where 
he is, he asks for his peltry : the answer is, you have 
drank them. Where is my gun? It is gone. Where 
ismy blanket? It is gone^ Where is my Shirt? You 
have sold it for Whiskey ! ! Now, brothers, figure to 
yourselves what a condition this man must be in ; he 
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has a family at home, a wife and children that 0tan<l 
in need of the profits of his hnnting : what must 
their wants be, when he himself is even wiihout a 
Shirt? 

Tbis, brothers, I can assure you, is a fact that 
often happens among us. As I have before observed, 
we have no means to prevent it. If you, brothers, 
have it in your power to render us any assistance, 
we hope the Great Spirit wiil aid you. We shail lay 
these evils before our great and good f ather ; we hope 
he will remove them from amongst us; we shall 
assure him that if be does not, there will not be 
many of his red children living long in our country. 
The Great Spirit, brothers, has made you see as we 
See ; we hope, brothers, and expect, that if you have 
any influence with the great Council of the United 
States, that you will make use of it in behalf of your 
red brethren. 

My Brothers and Friends — The talks that you 
delivered to us when we were in Council yesterday, 
were certainly highly pleasing to myself, as well as 
to my brother Chiefs; we rejoiced to hear you speak 
0uch words to us ; but we all plainly saw, that there 
was a great difliculty in the way, that ought to be 
removed, before your good intentions towards us, 
could be carried into eflfect: we agree with you, 
brothers, that this great evil amongst us, spirituous 
liquors, must first be. removed ; after this is done, we 
hope you will find an easy access to us, much easier 
than you can have at present. 

My Brothers and Friends — I hope that if we all 
Iry to prevent the introduction of spirituous liquors 
In the country of your red brethren, that the Great 
SpirU will aid us in it, and that we shall meet with 
no difflculty in doing it ; after this is done, we hope 
that tiie great Services you have designed to do for 
US) the great things mentioned by you in our 
Council yesterday, may take place, and have that 
mccess you so much desire. 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDITT. 141 

My Orothers and Friends — ^Tou have asked tu our 
opinion, on the subject of the introductlon of 
spirituous liquors into our country. I have now 
given it to you. If I have given it to you in such 
a manner that yöu do not understand me, I would 
wlsh you to say so ; all that I have sald to you, I 
wlsh to be made known to every body. 

We have our enemies in our own coimtry, as all 
other persons have in theirs; it is no unusual thlng, 
brothers, to hear some people among us, (you will 
perceive, brothers, that these are people that are 
interested in keeping us ignorant,) when they hear 
talks that have been delivered by our Chiefs, to 
people that are capable of rendering us Services, they 
say to our people, "do you not hear? your Chiefs 
have sold you — your Chiefs have sold your lands." 
They put bad storles in the mouths of our young 
men. For this reason, brothers, all that I have said I 
-wish to be made public ; I wish every body to kno w 
it. I only mention this to you, brothers. If it Is 
improper, I have no objection to your keeping it 
amongst yourselves ; but if it could be made public, I 
would wish it — I have nothing further to say. (Sita 

down.) 

» 

Five Medals then arose on his feet. 

My Brothers and Friends, 

I have nothing to say on the subject we have 
now been talking over. My friend, the Little Turtle, 
has given you a füll answer to those things you have 
Inentioned to us ; we are but one people, and have 
but one voice. 

Brothers and Friends— We have never had it in cur 
power to hold such talks with you at this place 
before. We have frequently had talks of this kind 
With our brothers, the duakers of Philadelphia; they 
aiwAys appeared very glad to see us, and we find 
you the same. We hope, brothers, that your friend- 
flhip arid ours will never be broken. 
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The Friend who delivered the second commu- 
nication, then again addressed them as foUows: 

Friends and Brothers, 

What you have comnmnicated to us at this time 
has been clearly iinderstood, and we are glad to find 
.that you see things in the same light that we see 
them. The several matters you have mentioned, and 
the difflculties you have stated, Claim our sympathy 
and solid consideration, and we shall, I trust, take 
the subject up, and if a way should open for us to 
move forward, in aiding you in your application to 
the general government, we shall be willing, either 
on this occasion, or any other, to render every Service 
in our power. 

To th& Congress of the United States. 

The members of the committee appointed for 
Indian afFairs, by the yearly meeting of Friends held 
in Baltimore, 

Respectpully represent — 

That a concern to introduce among some of the 
Indian tribes northwest of the river Ohio, the most 
simple and, useful arts of civil life, being several years 
since laid before our yearly meeting, a committee 
was appointed by that body to visit thetn, to exa- 
min e their Situation, and endeavour to ascertain in 
what manner so desirable a purpose could be eflfected. 
A part of that committee, after having obtained the 
approbation of the President of the United States, 
proceeded to perform the service assigned them ; and 
the result of their inquiries and observa!tions, as 
reported to the yearly meeting, was, that the quantity 
of spirituous liquors, with which those people are 
supplied by traders and frontier settlers, must coun- 
teract the effect of every measure, however wise or 
salutary, which can be devised to improve their 
Situation. 

The truth of this is abundantly conflrmed, by a 
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dpeech recently made before us by the Miami Chief, 
the Little Turtle, which we herewlth oflfer to your 
consideration, and beUeve the evil to be of such mag- 
nitude, that unless it can be altogether removed or 
greatly restrained, no rational hope of success In the 
proposed undertaking can be entertained; we are 
Induced to solicit the attention of the national legls- 
lature to thls Interestlng and Important subject, a 
subject which we belleve Involves not only thelr 
future welfare, but thelr very existence as a people^ 
Slgned in behalf of the commlttee by, 

EvAN Thomas, John McKim. 

Elias Ellicott. Joel Wrig^t. 

John Brown. George Ellicott* 

David Brown. 
£altimore, Ist month^ \st^ 1802. 

The foUowing address shows, that the female 
Prlends took a deep Interest in the cause of the In- 
dlans, and that their efforts were duly appreclated 
by the women of the Stockbridge tribe. In religion, 
in civilization, and all the useful arts of life, women 
have been pioneers, but often their efforts have been 
passed over in silence by the historian. 

To Hannah Eddy^ Martha THtiis, Elizabeth SeamaUj 
and our other iSisters, of the people called Quakers, of 
the State of New- York, and elsewhere. 

Dear Sisters, ^ 

We take this opportunity to inform you, that we 
have been happy to see our worthy friends, Thomas 
Eddy, Thomas Titus, and Gideon Seaman, who have 
given US good counsel, which do much good on our 
minds. We thankfuUy accept of their good words, 
for we belleve they are the chlldren of light, and the 
words they spoke flow from love. 

Sisters — We will also inform you, that we, and a 
number of our Sisters of thls nation, have, thls seve- 
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ral years past, been endeavouring to follow the good 
path which leads to everlasting happlness— and that 
we experience, in degree, the love of Jestis Christ, who 
died for such sinners as we are. 

Sisters — We find that these friends, who gave ua 
many good counsels, are true men — so we believe, that 
you are, also, our true Sisters in the Lord, There- 
fore, we think, you would be willing to hear from us, 
who, though we are poor people, (commonly called by 
many white people, Squaws,) we are rejoiced to find 
that the Friends have such love, which makes no 
distinction. 

Sisters — ^We have religious meetings twice In 
every week, to seek after the ways of the Good Spiritj 
and have, at times, been comforted by hlm, who 
searcheth all the hearts. 

Although we nevg: have seen any of you, yet let 
US join band in band to serve the Lord Almighty, 
who is able to put such weapons on our minds, to 
withstand all the temptations of the evil one, and 
that we may be able to hold out to the end, where 
we shall join, to praise our Saviour to all eternity. 
Farewell. 

New-StockbridgCy 6 mo. 2Ath, 1797. 

Signed by Elizabeth Jost, 

Lydia Hendrick, 
Catherine ^ NAUKOwwisauoKi 
Catherine Quinney, 
Catherine KAWHAWsauoK, 
Catherine CtuAuauACHMirr, 
Jenny Andrew, 
Esther Littleman, 
Mary Taukonnomeen, 
Mary Holmes, 
Margaret Q,uinney, 
Hannah Seepnommow. 

Directed to Hannah Eddt. 
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Mr. Eddy made the* subject of imprisonment for 
delrt, one of deep reflection. He dld not believe that 
a man could, by any contract, pledge bis liberty par- 
tially; and it is conceded on all sides, that no man 
can make himself a slave, liberty being an unalien- 
able right. He saw that the gaols were crowded 
wUh poor debtors, sent to those awful places for 
small sums, In general, where their health and morals 
were injured, and their spirits broken down. The 
philanthropist alone, whose feelings are enlisted in 
the spirit of reform, can come to any just calculation 
of the number who, in former times, suflfered as poof 
debtors. He knew that more than ten thousand 
were inc&rcerated in his own State, every year, fof 
sums that would not average flfteen doUars each ; 
and he had sufRcient Information from many other 
States, to discover, that the evil existed among them 
generally to as great an extent, according to their 
Population. He frequently visited the gaol in the 
City of New York, and assisted the prisoners from 
his own purse, and from monies belonging to associ- 
ations among the Friends. He did not live to see 
imprisonment for debt abolished in the State of NeW 
York ; but he foresaw that the time would come^ 
When that blot on the fame of our country would be 
Wlped away, not only in this State, but in others. 
He preserved in his diary, a letter, which he believed 
to have been written by the celebrated Indian, Brandt, 
who was educated at Dartmouth College. It is so 
ftiU of just remarks, and is, in itself, so great a 
curiosity, that I thought it worthy of being pre- 
served. 

My Dear Sir, 

Your letter came safe to band. To give you 
entlre satlsfaction, I must, I perceive, enter into the 
discussion of a subject, on which I have often thought. 
My thoughts were my own, and, being so different 
from the ideas entertained among your people, I 
T 13 
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should certainly have carried them with me to thc 
grave, had I not received your obliging favour. 

You ask me, then, whether, in my opinion, civil!- 
zation is favourable to human happiness ? In answer 
to the question, it may be answered, that there are 
degrees of civilization, from cannibals to the most 
polite of European nations. The question is not, 
then, whether a degree of reflnement is • not condu- 
cive to happiness, but whether you, or the natives of 
this land, have obtained this happy medium. On 
this subject we are, at present, I presume, of very 
diflferent opinions. You will, however, allow me, in 
some respects, to have had the advantage of you in 
forming my sentiments. I was, Sir, born of Indian 
parents, and llved, while a child, among those whom 
you are pleased to call savages. I was afterwards 
sent to live among the white people, and educated at 
one of your schools ; since which period, I have been 
honöured much beyond my deserts, by an acquaiat- 
ance with a number of principal characters, both in 
Europe and America. After all this experience, and 
after every exertion to divest myself of prejudice, I 
am obliged to give my opinion in favour of my own 
people. I will now, as much as I am able, collect 
together, and set before you, some of the reasons that 
have influenced my judgment on the subject now 
before us. In the government you call civilized, thc 
happiness of the people is constantly sacrificed to the 
öplendour of empire. Hence your codes of crimlnal 
and civil laws have had their origin; from hence 
your dungeons and prisons. I will not enlarge on an 
idea, so Singular in civilized life, and, perhaps, dia- 
agreeable to you; I will only observe, that among 
US we have wo prisons. We have no pompous parade 
of Courts ; we have no written laws, and yet judges 
are as highly revered among us as they are among 
you, and their decisions as much regarded. Property, 
to say the least, is as well guarded, and crimes are 
as impartially punished. We have among us, no 
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q)lendid villains above the control of our lawa 
Daring wickedness Is here never suffered to triumph 
ovcr helpless Innocence ; the estates of widows and 
orphans are never devoured by enterprislng sharpera 
In a Word, we have no robbery under th^ colour of 
law. No person among us desires any other reward 
for performing a brave and worthy action, but the 
consciousness of having served his Nation. Our wise 
men are called Pathers — they truly sustain that cha- 
racter ; they are always accessible, I will not say to 
the meanest of our people, for we have none mean, 
but such as render themselves so by their vices. 

The palaces and prisons among you form a most 
dreadful contrast. Go to the former places, and you 
will See, perhaps, a deformed piece of earth, assuming 
alrs that become none but the Great Spirit above ; 
go to one of your prisons ; — here description utterly 
falls. Kill them, if you please — kill them, too, by 
torture ; but let the torture last' no longer than a day. 
Those you call savages, relent ; the most furious of 
öur tormentors exhausts his rage in a few hours, and 
despatches the unhappy victim with a sudden stroke. 
Perhaps, it is eligible that incorrigible offenders should 
fiometimes be cut off— Let it be done in a way that 
is not degrading to human nature ; let such unhap- 
py men have an opportunity, by the fortitude of their 
death, of making an atonement, in some measure, 
for the crlmes they have committed during their lives. 

But, for what are many of your prisoners con-' 
flned 1 — For debt. — Astonishing ! And will you ever 
again call the Indian nation cruel ? Liberty, to a ra- 
tional creature, as much exceeds property, as thelight 
of the sun does that of the most twinkling star. 
Brft you put them on a level, to the everlasting dis- 
grace of civilization ! I knew, while I lived among 
the white people, many of the most amiable contract 
debts, and, I dare say, with the best intentions. Both 
parties, at the time of the contract, expect to find 
their advantage. The debtor, we will suppose, by a 
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train of unavoidable mlafortunes, falte; here.U>iio 
crime, nor even a fault ; and yet, your laws put It In 
the power of the creditor to throw the debtor into 
prlson, and' confine him there for life ! — a pimishment 
Infinitely worse than death to a brave man ; and, I 
^eiflously declare, I had irather die by the most severe 
tortuFQs ever infllcted on this continent, than languish 
in one of your prlsons for a Single year. Great Splrit 
of the unlverse ! And do you call yourselves Christ- 
ians ? does, then, the rellgion of Hlm whom you call 
your Saviour, inspire this splrit, and lead to these 
practlces 1 — Surely, no. It is recorded of Him, that a 
bruised reed he never broke. Cease, then, to call 
yourselves Christians, lest you publlsh to the world 
your hypocrisy. Cease, too, to call other nations 
savage, when you are tenfold more the children of 
cruelty than they. 



Mr. Eddy did not confine himself to labours of bene- 
volence alone, but entered deeply into every plan 
suggested by others, or conceived by himself, that 
could add to the prosperity of his country. Inlai^l 
aavigation had early engaged his attention; but 
there must have been many minds at work in 
planning and carrying into eflfect the grand canal of 
the State of New- York, The Claims of each indivi- 
dual were urged with pertinacity by their friends, 
Pe Witt Clinton, the most prominent person in the 
great work, has established a rule for the just distri- 
bution of the honours flowing from this important 
undertaking, which ought to be regarded. He saya, 
^' Fon the good which has been done by individucdsy or 
pammunities, in relation to the work, let each have a 
due share of creditJ^ The difläculty of giving each 
this share, has been met by Doctor Hosack, in his 
ßxcellent memoir of De Witt Clinton ; and as I have 
pever heard this distribution of honours doubted for 
its fairness, I have ventured to extract it, as no 
pne had better means than this distinguished writer 
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for formiag a correct opinion. He says, " In noticing 
this great event, this era in the life of Mr. Clinton, 
and wjiich will ever be identifled with bis fame, 
posterity will demand a minute detail of the com- 
mencement, the progress, and the completion of an 
undertaking that ranks among the most important 
that has been effected in any age, or in any'country. 
Posterity will look back to the authors of the bless- 
ings, and the benefits, which this great event has 
secured to this State and nation. 

" The question, then, here naturally presents itself, 
Who flrst projected the System of Inland navigation 
from the Lakes to the Hudson, and the Atlantic 
Ocean ? and who were the Instruments of its accom'- 
plishment ? In replying to these important inquiries, 
I am fuUy aware of the delicacy of the task before me. 

" The claimants to this honour are numerous and 
respectable, and the Claims of each to a certain ex- 
tent founded in Justice. While the minute details 
upon this subject are passed over as out of place on 
the present occasion, I trust it will not be uninte- 
resting to this intelligent assembly, to advert to a 
brief sketch of the most interesting facts which thi« 
e&amination has enabled me to develop, some of 
which, it will be found, have bitherto been totally 
overlooked in the public communicatioqs that have 
appeared upon this subject. In viewing the origin 
and progress of this great achievement, our attention 
is drawn to its numerous friends, who have, in vsr 
rious capacities, contributed to its accpmplishment. 
But, in Order that each of the numerous benefactors 
to this work may have bis due share of praise, pro- 
portioned to the Services he has rendered, it is pro- 
posed to divide them into various classes, designating 
the nature, character, and extent of those Services. 
I am fuUy sensible that fame has given to some a 
degree of reputation to which they are not entitled, 
to the extent in which it is beste wed ; while to othera 
i^^lich is duß for the assistance they have rendered 

13* 
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in the accomplishment of this Important work, and 
whose contributions are comparatively little known 
to the World, or have been but imperfectly acknow- 
ledged. So far, therefore, as laborious inquiry has 
enabled me to ascertain the facts now to be related, 
distributive justice, the * suum cuique tribuito,' shall 
be most strictly and impartially observed. 

* Amicus Plato — amicus Socrates — sed magis amica veritas.' 

" The contributors to canal navigation in the State 
of New- York, may be considered as consisting of 
four great classes : in the first, may be enumerated, 
those foreseeing and predicting from the general 
face of the country, the union of the lakes, the creeks 
and rivers of the west, by measures calculated to 
remove obstructions, improve the natural navigation 
then existing, and ultimately, by different outlets, to 
connect the same with the ocean. In this class, the 
names of Cadwallader Golden, Sir Henry Moore, 
George Washington, George Clinton, and Gouver- 
neur Morris, are prominent. In the second class, are 
to be noticed, those who proposed, by artiflcial navi- 
gation or canals, to form a connexion between the 
waters of the Hudson and Lake Ontario, Lake Erle, 
or both. Christopher CoUes, Jeffrey Smith, Elkanah 
Watson, Philip Schuyler, Jesse Hawley, and Joshua 
Foreman, deserve the most honourq,ble mention in this 
place. Thirdly, those who, in the year 1810, have 
been chiefly instruihental in effecting a direct inter- 
nal communication between Lake Erle and the' 
Atlantic. In this class, Thomas Eddy, Jonas Platt, 
and De Witt Clinton, stand conspicuous. Fourthly, 
another class of benefactors to this great work, is 
composed of numerous members of both Houses of 
the Legislature, ^ who took a prominent Station in 
devising and sustaining the measures neoessary to 
carry the same into eflfect ; the various canal com- 
missioners, engineers, surveyors, and many private 
but public spirited Citizens, in various parts of the 
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State, who have zealously given their personal atten* 
tions and Services to this berculean undertaking, and 
to whom too much praise cannot be ascribed: so 
great is the number composing this class, that I am 
compelled, at this time, to forbear from their enuxne- 
ration. The commissioners of the canal fand, as 
distinguished from that of Canal Commissioners, and 
composed of the Lieutenant Governor, the Comptrol- 
1er, the Attorney General, the Surveyor General, the 
Secretary and Treasurer, to whose special care are 
committed the regulations of the toUs, and other cir- 
cmnstances relating to the government of the canal, 
are entitled to high approbation, for their intelligent 
and faithful discharge of the duties assigned them. 
To all these diflferent classes of coadjutors, may be 
ascribed a high and enviable measure of applause. 

" The sagacity of some, in early perceiving the prac- 
ticability, and Utility, of the Inland communication ; 
the dillgence and zeal of others, in unremitted exer- 
tions to accomplish it ; and the devotion and sacrir 
fices of all to its completion, will be remembered by 
their successors with everlasting gratitude." 

We, fortunately, have been able to get Mr. Eddy's 
own account of his share in the great work of the 
Erie Canal. 

" I was one (says he) of the flrst Directors of the 
Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, and con- 
tinued as a Director, and Treasurer, until the Com- 
pany disposed of their property to the State, in 1820. 
I applied myself, with much zeal, in forwarding the 
Views of the Company, and in improving the inter- 
nal navigation of the State. Our fands were not 
sufflcient to extend any improvement, further than 
a few miles west of Rome. The Company had in 
their service, William Weston, an eminent engineer, 
from England, and in Company with him, and Gene- 
ral Schuyler, the President, I made several journies 
to the westward, in order to explore and examine 
the country, as far as Seneca Lake, in order to ascer- 



162 LIFE OF THOMAS EDDT. 

taln the practicability of making improvements In 
the navigation, as far as that place. Being well 
satisfied, from my own Observation, of the practica- 
bility of making extensive improvements, by meansof 
canals, (fcc, throughthe western parts of the State, and 
considering the incalculable advantages that would 
result from the completion of such a magnificent 
work, my mind was devoted to its accomplishtnent. 
As I was active in the prosecution of the improve- 
ments made by the Western Inland Lock Navigation 
Company, the geography and topography of the 
western parts of this State were very familiär to 
my mind, and having been very intimate with Mr. 
Weston, when he was in this country, employed by 
the Company as Canal Engineer, and having accom- 
panied him in exploring the country, from Rome to 
Cayuga Lake, in 1796, and being repeatedly with 
him, whilst he was employed on the canals on the 
Mohawk river, my knowledge of the whole face of 
the country fixed in my mind an ardent desire to 
extend a complete canal navigation, from Rome to 
Seneca river. Occasionally, for many years, I urged 
the Western Canal Company to extend their im- 
provements further west. A vast sum of money had 
been expended by them in improving the navigation 
of the Mohawk, which, for many years, absorbed 
the toUs, and prevented a dividend being made 
among th^ stockholders. Under these circumstances, 
no importunities of mine could prevail on the Com- 
pany to make advances for further improvements. 
In March, 1810, I was at Albany, and it occürred to 
me, that probably the Legislature might be induced 
to appoint commissioners, to examine and explore 
the western parts of the State, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the practicability of extending canal 
navigation, and to estimate the expense, and report 
thereon. I was perfectly convinced, that if commis- 
sioners should be appointed, they would make a 
very favourable report. My friend, Jonas Platt, (now 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDDT. 153 

one of the Judges of the Supreme Court) was then a 
member of the Senate, and on the evening of the 12th 
of March, I called upon him, and suggested to hlm a 
plan, on which I had never consuUed any persou, of 
proposing to the Legislature, to appoint Commission- 
ers, as before mentioned ; and I proposed to him, that 
he should use his endeavours in the Senate, to far- 
ther the plan. He replied, he very highly Qpproved 
of my proposltion, and asked why not make it the 
duty of these commissioners to explore the country, 
as far as Lake Brie, with the view to ascertain the 
practicability of making a complete canal, from 
thence to the Hudson? We immediately drafted a 
Joint resolution, to be offered to both branches of the 
Legislature, which it was agreed he should present 
to the Senate next morning. We also thought it 
iBvould be proper for us, then to fix on suitable namea 
to offer to the Senate, as Commissioners, and we 
agreed in the necessity of selecting persons equally 
from the two great political parties, which then divi- 
ded the State. This we did, according to the best 
judgment we could form, and the foUowing gentle» 
men were named, viz., Gouverneur Morris, De Witt 
Clinton, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Simeon De Witt, 
William North, Thomas Eddy, and Peter B. Porter. 
It was concluded that I should meet Judge Platt, at 
the Senate Chamber, next morning, when I accord- 
ingly attended, and we called out De Witt ClintoUi 
and showed him the resolution. He expressed his 
hearty concurrence with our plan, and as soon as 
the Senate was formed, Judge Platt presented the 
resolution, which we had prepared the previous even- 
ing. It was secoiided by Clinton, and passed with- 
out a dissenting voice. It passed the house in the 
same manner, within an hour after. In the summer 
of 1810, I accompanied the other Commissioners, in 
exploring the country, as far as Lake Erle. In 1811, 
we made our flrst report to the Legislature. Several 
law8 were enacted, favourable to the prosecution of 
ü 
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the project, notwithstanding which, the tneasare 
met with a serlous and warm Opposition. The war 
with England seemed to put a stop to all farther 
proceedings, and many persons entertained serlous 
doubts of the practicability of the undertaking, and 
If practicable, that the resources of the State were 
incompetent to secure its completion. Besides these 
difficulties, the measure was opposed, with great 
warmth, on party grounds. Thus circumstanced, 
after the war^ the friends of the project appeared to 
be entirely discouraged, and to have given up all 
hopes of the Legislature being induced again to take 
up the subject, or adopt any measure to prosecute the 
scheme. However, I could not thüs resign a favourite 
project ; and, it appeared to me, that one more eflfort 
should be made ; and Judge Platt, being then (Au- 
tumn of 1S15) in the city, holding court, I wrote a 
note, inviting him to breakfast with me the next 
morning. He came, and I proposed to him, that if it 
met his approbation, I would undertake to get up 
a public meeting, to be held at the City Hotel, in 
Order to urge the propriety, and policy, of offering a 
memorial to the Legislature, pressing them to prose- 
*cute the canal from Erle to the Hudson. Judge Platt, 
readily agreed to my proposition, and consented to 
open the business to the meeting, if one could be 
obtained. I then called on De Witt Clinton, who 
united with me in adopting measures to procure a 
public meeting. Accordingly, a large and respecta- 
ble meeting was held at the City Hotel. William 
Bayard was chairman. Judge Platt made an intro- 
ductory speech, and was foUowed by De Witt Clinton, 
John Swartout, and others. Cadwallader D. Colden, 
De Witt Clinton, John Swartout, and myself, were 
appointed a committee, to draft a memorial to the 
Legislature. This memorial was drawn up by De 
Witt Clinton, and from the masterly manner ia 
which it was written, it was evident he had a com- 
plete knowledge pf the subject, and evinced the un- 
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common talents of the author. It was signed by 
many thousands in the city, and throughout the 
State. With the Legislature, it had the desired eflfect, 
and was the means of establishing the canal policy 
ön a firm basis, and producing the law of 15th of 
April, 1817, directing the work to be commenced, 
which was accordingly done on the 4th of July 
following. 

" From the period of presenting the flrst report of 
the commissioners to the legislature, in 1812, to the 
passing of the act of 1817, (excepting two years of 
the war with England) I attended the several ses- 
sions of the Legislature, for the purpose of interesting 
the members in the great project of the proposed 
canal, from Lake Brie to the Hudson River. De Witt 
Clinton, and myself, were uniformly engaged in 
using every means in our power, by distributing 
Pamphlets, and endeavouring to explain to the mem- 
bers, the great value and importance of such a canal, 
and showing them the great advantages the State 
would derive, as to its agricultural and commercial 
improvements, and the increase of revenue, from toUs. 
We were encouraged to pursue further exertions, by 
procuring an act, in 1813, which authorized the com- 
missioners to obtain a loan of flve millions of doUars, 
to enable the State to prosecute the grand under- 
taking. This act was afterwards repealed, and 
nothing further was done during the war, and from 
the period of the termination, until the meeting held 
at the City Hotel, in the latter part of the year 1815. 
The friends of the plan were much discouraged, in 
consequence of the violent Opposition it met with 
from men not capable of forming a correct Judgment 
as to the practicability of the work. 

" From the year 1810, 1 devoted most of my time, in 
endeavouring, in connexion with De Witt Clinton, 
and Robert Fulton, to enlighten the public mind, 
respecting it, by Publishing pamphlets, essays in 
newspapers, &Q. &c." 
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Ever watchlng the progress of philanthropy, Mr. 

Eddy early saw the great Utility of Savings Banks. 

This excellent institution had its origin as late as 

1803. From this period, the benevolent were deeply 

engaged in eatablishing savings banks in every city, 

town, or village, where they were required. The flrst 

savings bank that was put intö Operation in thlis 

country was established at Philadelphia, but almost 

simultaneously another at Boston. Mr. Eddy had, for 

some time, made great exertions to get one up in the 

City of New York, but he met with many difflculties 

in the attempt. The objections raised were, one after 

another, combatted with success, and at length, in 

1819, Mr. Eddy, with his friends, John Murray^ jun. 

; and Jeremiah Thompson, eflfected this purpose. This 

T)ank has been in füll Operation ever since. Mr. !Eddy 

was a Director from its commencement until his 

death, and for some time Vice President of it. There 

are now more than fifty of these savings banks in 

the United States, which have been of an incalcula- 

ble beneflt to the poor. A bank not only saves their 

money, which might have been foolishly expended, 

but it gives a poor person no small degree of respec- 

tability among all classes of people, when he is pro- 

vident enough to put his spare earnings into such an 

institution. 

Mr. Eddy was an active and zealous member of 
the New York Bible Society, and amongst the flrst to 
lend his aid to its establishment as early as 1806, and 
continued his connexion with it until the time of his 
death. This Society was founded only twö years 
after the parent society in London. The origin of 
the Society is a Singular fact in history. It is said, 
that a Welsh divine, good as he of the same country 
described by Swift, whose cassock was out at elbows, 
travelled to London, and stated to some of the reli- 
Rious societies the want of bibles in his flock, and the 
great scarcity of them throughout all Wales. This 
Statement set the pious to making inquiries, and a 
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great want of them was dlscovered in the anny aDd 
navy, and In fact almost every where. In a Short 
Urne a society was formed, whose growth has no 
parallel in the bistory of nations. In less than thirty 
years, the branches of this noble society have caused 
the Scriptures to be translated and printed in more 
than a hundred different languages, and spread it 
over the chari table globe. This bools: is now familiär 
to the Esquimanz of our northern regions, is spread 
throughout Asia, and is known in Africa. From five 
thousand Bible Societies that can be enumerated, 
issued every year almost an incredible number of 
volumes, and therefore no one will perish for lack of 
Vision. These bibles have not only spread the Chris- 
tian religion, but have been the mecms of introducing 
letters where they have been unknown before. The 
first talents of Europe have been engaged in transla- 
ting them into various languages, prevlously but little 
known, even to the learned. 

With a sagacity that seems to foresee the results of 
the experience of many years, Mr. Eddy was for 
having the bible go out without note or commentary, 
that good sense and faith might have their füll influ- 
ence. This is now, after all the experience had on 
the subject, thought to be the best course to pursue. 

The success of these societies have had salutary 
influence among tbose who have been engaged in 
the cause. Many young men have read the Bible 
with care and attention, who never would have done 
it, if the societies of which they were members had 
not had before them subjects of discussion, requiring 
something more than a cursory knowledge of the 
Scriptures. Youth is ambitious, and will not be^ 
Ignorant of that which it is praiseworthy to obtain, 
if rightly set before them. Another beneficial effect 
of the Bible, and other societies, of a charitable and 
religious kind, is, that they draw young men from 
gay habits, and give them stability and gravity in 
early life. In truth, it may be set down as an axiom, 
14 
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that when institutlons of learning and benevolenee 
increcise, frivolity and dissipation decrease. 

The following reflections were found among Mr. 
Eddy's papers, in his own hand writing, and show 
how deeply this great cause had sunk into his heart. 

" The formation of the American Bible Society, has 
often disposed my mind, to reflect on the past and 
present State of society in the world. In the courae 
of such reflections, I am naturally led to admire the 
goodness and love of the divine author of our exist- 
ence, in preparing, in his own way, the improvement 
and melioration of mankind. His wisdom is dis- 
played, in proportioning the degree of light to our 
weak and feeble State. The splendour of the sun 
is preceded by the dawn of day — ^so it is with respect 
to the many essential and important truths, with 
wliich the minds of men have been enlightened at 
different periods of the world. Thus, formerly, an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, or the life of an 
ofFender as an expiation for his crime, were the rüde 
summary laws, which then seemed to be the perfec- 
tion of justice. But the mild principles of the Chris- 
tian religion, held out an easy and simple lesson for 
the Instruction of men, and taught them — * Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do you 
even so to them'—* love your enemies — da good 
unto them that despitefully use you.' — It is certain, 
that even many of those, who were not baptized into 
the spirit of our holy religion, were constderably in- 
fluenced by these solemn and self-evident truths. 

"It requires but a very slight acquaintance either 
with the principles of human narture, or* the history 
of civil society, to be convinced, jthat until the human 
mind became capable of perceiving the enormity of 
tolerating slävery, and the cruel injustice of holding 
a portion of human beings in a State of abject bond- 
age, we should never have been able to discover 
the necessity of those prudent, humane, and salutary 
regulations, whidb have taken the place of s£ingui- 
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nary penal laws. — Thus, also, has Christian sym- 
pathy been gradually developed, and brought Into 
action tbat spirit of philanthropy, which desires to 
promote the welfare of every pari of the human 
family. Hence we have been led Into the exerclse 
of those benign affections, which have pointed out to 
US the reasonableness and propriety of pursuing a 
course of mild and humane treatment, towards^those 
unfortunate persons who are afflicted wlth a dlmi- 
nution or aberration of Intellect. 

" At this auspicious period let us pause — a scene of 
actlvlty presents itself, fraught wlth an increase of 
knowledge, enlargement of mind, an4 new powers 
of rational enjoyment. — A new Impulse has been 
glven to the Christian family, and its Influence ex- 
tends to every part of the world. 

" The present age may be regarded /eis most remark- 
ably auspicious to the interests of manklnd, It is 
marked by the union of benevolent persons of all 
religious denominations, for the promotion of useful 
objects ] an improved system of education has been 
reared up for youth, which has laid the foundation 
of the greatest progress in intellectual and moral 
improvement that the world has hitherto kno wn. 
First day, or Sunday Schools, are established; and to 
crown all, the British and Foreign Bible Society has 
been organized, and in füll Operation, wlth wonder- 
ful success, and on this day we celebrate the third 
anniversary« of the American Bible Society. — The 
eflfects produced by this union are equal to the most 
sanguine expectations of its founders — ' But Paul 
may plant, and Apollos may water, but God alone 
giveth the increase.' — Relying on a continuance of 
blessings from on high, the fervent friend of Bible 
Societies, viewing with gratitude the success of these 
institutions in disseminating the oracles of divine 
truth, looks ^ towards the times, when the fruits of 
this seed shall be universally visible — he anticipates, 
with joy, what has been in part accomplished — that 
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Bible Societies througbout the Christian World, have 
been, in the hands of Providence, the means of effect- 
ing a Union of Christians, who, once . widely sepa- 
rated from each other, by countries, forms, and names, 
have daily approximated, and coalesced, as it were, 
Into one spiritual body, proclaiming to the world, 
' that the true and invisibie church, is not to be re- 
stricted by the narrow limits of any particular sect, 
or outward form, but comprehends ali the genuine 
worshippers of our God, and his Christ, in every part 
of the habitable globe.' How cheQring, how anima- 
ting are the happy effects, prospectively, that must 
result fröm supplying the poor and destitute with 
that boolc, which contains the words, the sayings, 
and testimonies of God, pointing out a direct, piain, 
and luminous path to immortality, promising the 
assistance, and requiring Submission to the same 
spirit that inspired the holy penmen. 

"In the present enlightehed period, when peace per- 
vades the whole world, is it too much to indulge the 
hope, that the time is not very remote, when the pro- 
phecy shall be fulfiUed — ^ Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, nelther shall they learn war 
any more.'— Though the Prince of this world may 
still have rule among the people. we may in the 
epirit of meekness pray — thy kingdom come. — We 
may hope, that predisposing causes, in the band of 
divine Providence, may effect such a universal 
change in the minds of men, as will finally extir- 
pate the root of bitterness, and every evil passion that 
serves to engender wars and flghtihgs ; and in room 
thereof, men. may learn to love each other, which is 
the essential and true mark of a disciple and foUower 
of the Prince of Peace." 

From observations made upon the State of society 
in the city of New- York, Mr. Eddy came to the con- 
clusion, that one great cause of crime was pauperism, 
which, in most instances in this country, arose from 
ignorance in the poorer classes of the people ; and, that 
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those who would do the best for the Community, must 
strike at the root of this evil, by teaching the ehildren 
of the poor to read and write, that they might be 
able to find useful employment, or learn some trade 
to enable them to earn a competent subsistence. 
As thia subject was deeply impressed on bis mind, 
he frequently corresponded with his friend Patrick 
Oolquhoun, of Westminster, who entertained similar 
Views, and he had, of course, the light of that 
powerful mind to assist him. Mr. Eddy was tho- 
roughly convinced of the efficacy of the system of 
general Instruction in Operation in the Eastern States ; 
but, he thought, that it would be quite Impossible to 
bring the Leglslature of New- York to pass a law for 
such a school system, at that time ; — ^such a one 
must grow up radically with a people — it cannot 
easily be done, after the population is numerous, and 
wealth has greatly increased. The rieh man will 
not consent that he should be taxed, according to his 
property, to maintain schools, and then see that 
money distributed in districts, according to the num- 
ber of ehildren under a certain age, such as usually 
attend an instructor the whole or a portion of a 
year. 

Mr. Eddy had frequently conversed with his 
friends, John Murray, jun. and Matthew Franklin, on 
the sübject of schools ; and, in February, 1805, they 
proposed to him, to form an association of Friends, 
to establish a free school, for the benefit of poor ehild- 
ren, not members of their religious society. To this 
Mr. Eddy objected, as he thought it would be impos* 
sible to raise funds sufflcient to support a school, 
except on a small scale, if it was confined to Frienda 
alone. He then proposed to call to his aid a num- 
ber of respectable Citizens, of diflferent religious de- 
nominationa The meeting was called ; it was gen^ 
rally attended by the most active classes in the city, 
and a committee was appointed to raise funds by 
subscription ; and, also, to apply to the Leglslature 
V 14* 
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for assistaace. An aet of incorporation, ander tbe 
name of the Society for establishing a Free School, 
in tlie City of New- York, for the education of such 
poor ciiildren as do not belong to, or are not provided 
for by, any religious society, was obtained. The school 
was soon opened, and twelve scholars admitted. From 
thls exertion, grew the splendid system of education 
now in Operation in the State of New- York. Therehad 
been some legislative provisions previously enacted, 
but the act had expired, without producing any 
beneficial effects. At the commencement of the Sys- 
tem, the Instruction was confined to the poor, who 
were not otherwise provided for ; at length it extend- 
ed to all classes, and the reluctance that was feit, by 
those in good circumstances, to sending their child- 
ren to these common schools, is every day diminish- 
ing, and will soon cease altogether. The first men 
of New England were educated in their common 
schools.* Professor Johnson has written a fair and 
pretty füll account of education in the State of New- 
York, which I here insert, as it is the best extant-^ 
This System has even exceeded the calculation of:' 
Mr. Eddy himself. 



* In New En^and, although everjr man who pays a tax, has a vote, liot 
only in general elections, but, also, in town offices, and in raising money, 
and expending it; yet, Üie wealthy and well-txhdo, have to take care of 
the poor ; for, in many instances, they have been opposed to raising money 
for their common schools. In a town in Massachusetts, of no inconsidera- 
ble size, where education is under the best of regulations, a proposition was 
made, in town-meeting, to establish another school. A poor man, who ollen 
admired his own eloquence in these primary assemblies, opposed the measure, 
on tibe ground of oppressive taxation, and spoke so strongly, that manv began 
to doubt the expediency of establishing another school at tnat time. Ä friend . 
to the propoAition for another sdiool followed the orator. He had prepared 
to meet this influence. He showc;^, in the first place, that the Speaker, who 
alone opposed the measure, had been the father of ten sons, who were all edu' 
oated at the common schools in the town, and that these sons had, on an ay^- 
rage, been at school seven years each. The gendeman who arg[ued in favour 
of the additional school, next exhibited the school tax, from the time the oppo- 
aer first paid a tax, to that year, and showed that his proportion of the whole 
sum, for the seven years schooling of his boys, had oeen 39 cents only. 
They were bricht boys, and often obtained prizes of books. Such is prejor 
dice without celculation. Editor. 
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EDUCATION. 



Though not the first among the states of the con- 
federacy to intro'duce the system of universal educa- 
tion, New-York may, with some truth, be said to 
have surpassed all the other states, in the liberality, 
as well as the sound policy, of her provisions for its 
maintenance. She has bappily taken the due means 
hetween relying whoUy upon taxatlon on the one 
band, and upon accumulated funds on the other, for 
the Support of schools throughout her Community. 
She has avoided the error of applylng all her legis- 
lation to a Single class of institutions ; thus showlng 
a spirit above the petty Jealousy that would annihi- 
lata the higher^ and a sense and patriotism that im- 
peratively forbade her to neglect the lower semina- 
rles of learning. We do not find Colleges and uni- 
yersities multiplied tili one actually devours another, 
while the mass of the Community is without even 
the ordinary rudiments of knowledge ; nor do we 
perceive, on the contrary, the avenues to classtcal at- 
tainments so hedged about by the expensiveness, the 
useless requisitions, and the forbidding ceremonials 
which might appal the youth, whose treasures were 
ünly of the mind, from attempting to gain the Station 
in Society, for which his natural endowments had 
qualifled him. 

There does not appear any ostentatious display 
of extravagance in her expenditures for education, — 
nor any of that niggardly parsimony which would 
compel the people ' to buy a cheap commodity of 
learning, sure, at the same time, that it must be a 
poor one. 

She has not hesitated, while prosecuting the most 
magnificent schemes for improving the value of her 
physical resouroes, to devise and execute plans far 
more magnificent for the development of her intel- 
lectual treasures. It has not been the spirit of her 
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measures to consign a whole generatlon naw existing 
to brutish ignorance, in order tbat the next might 
riot in its earnings, and sink in the same manner 
into oblivion, without having been provided with 
means of any rational enlargement of the mosl 
ennobling faculties. She has not been terrifled by 
the fear that the Coming age, which is to be the heir 
of her noble heritage of knowledge, freedom, and 
moral power, should be compelled to pay out of its 
ixmnense , resources, a few of the millk>ns by whlch 
that heritage was originally obtained. She has p^* 
ceived it to be sound policy to incur a deht^ when the 
transaction is sure to multiply a hundred fold the 
power of repaying it. The system of internal im- 
provements, instead of absorbing and annihilating 
thode very resources which are wanted to sastain 
public spirit and intelligence, by means of educationi 
is, in New* York, made to minister directly and effec- 
tually to that object, and thus to react in producing 
again the foresight and discernment which were 
alone requisite to understand the Utility of those 
improvements, even before they had an ezistence. 

Origin of the System. The foundation of a i^s- 
tem of common schools was laid in this State nearly 
forty years ago. The flrst act to that effect was 
passed April 9, 1796, appropriating out of the annual 
revenues of the State, twenty thousand pounds annu- 
ally, for flve years, for the purpose of encouraging 
and maintaining schools in the several eitles and 
towns in the State. The several counties were re- 
quired toxraise a sum equal to one half of that appro- 
priated to each by the . state. At the expiration of 
this law, in 1800, the legislature refused to rehew it ; 
but, in 1805, impelled, probably, by a sense of the 
deprivation under which the State laboured, in being 
again thrown back upon voluntary, individual, or 
tocal eflbrts, the legislature passed an act, providing 
that the nett proceeds of ftve hundred thousand acres 
0f vacant and unappropriated public lands should 
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be applied to form a permanent fund for the support 
of common schoQls. In the same year, three thou- 
sand shares of bank stock were ordered to be sab- 
scribed by the State, and to belong to the school 
fund. No part of this fund was to be applied to its 
ultimate object, until the interest should amount to 
flfty thousand dollars annually. 

In 1811, measures were taken to organize and es* 
tablish, in active force, a System of schools ; such a 
System was. reported in 1812, and the first distribu- 
tion of money under the provisions of 1805, and in 
accordance with this system, were made in the year 
1816. Besides the avails of the lands, and of the 
bank stock, above mentioned, the legislature enacted, 
in 1819, that one half the amount to be received from 
quü rents ; the loans of 1790, and of 1808 ; the shares 
of the capital stock of the Merchant's Bank, held by 
the State ; the nett proceeds of lands escheating to 
tbe State, in the military tract ; and the nett proceeds 
of thefees of the Clerks of the supreme court, should 
all be assigned to this fund. In 1824, a reservation 
in certain grants for lotteries, amounting to forty 
thousand dollars, was added to the fund. In 1826, 
it was enacted, that one hundred thousand dollars 
should be annually distributed, by the State, for the 
Support of common schools ; but, as the ftmd then 
produced but eighty-ftve thousand dollars, the remain- 
ing fifteen thouscmd dollars were paid from the gene- 
ral funds of the State. In 1827, further appropriar 
tions, to make up the füll amount of one hundred 
thousand dollars, were made from the State loans of 
1786, and from the bank stock still heid by the State. 
Thes6 two items amounted to one hundred and 
thirty-three thousand six hundred and sixteen dollars. 
In the same year, the credit of the State was 
pledged, in certificates of stock, to a canal Company, 
(the Hudson and Delaware,) which certificates were 
to be sold, and the premiums obtained added to the 
school fund ; this transaction produced flfty thousand 
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doUars ; and, flnally, a large number of town lots, at 
Oswego, amounting to ninety-one thousand three 
hundred and forty-nine doUars, were seid in the 
SBxnß year, and the proceeds, together with all the 
sums obtained from the above-mentioned sources, 
swelled the productive capital at Ihe beginning of 
1828. to one million six hundred and thirty thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five doUars. The constitU' 
Hon of the State provides, that the proceeds of all 
lands which shall be hereafter sold, or disposed of, 
shall belong to the fund for the support of common 
schools. In 1830, these lands consisted of eight htin- 
dred and sixty-nine thousand one hundred and 
seventy-eight acres, estimated at half a million of 
doUars, which, added to the productive capital, 
makes two millions one hundred and thirty thousand . 
eight hundred and twenty-flve doUars. Besides the 
general fund of the State, there are likewise several 
local funds arising out of certain reserved lands in 
the respective counties. More than eighty towns are 
stated to participate in the beneflt of these funds, 
amounting to the sum of about seventeen thousand 
doUars annually. 

Progress of the System. The flrst distribution of 
public moneys, out of the fund, was made, as we 
have Said, in 1816, and not tili then, can the System 
be Said to have gone into actual Operation. An esti- 
mate may be formed of the influence of this System, 
by comparing the State of things before the funds 
became available, with that which has existed since. 
In sixteen counties in which the State of schools was 
reported in 1798, the number of schools was then one 
thousand three hundred and flfty-two, and of scholars 
flfty-nine thousand six hundred and sixty. In the 
same counties^ in 1828, the number of school districts 
cstablished was two thousand five hundred and 
6ighty-six, and of scholars attending them, one hun- 
dred and forty -two thousand three hundred and 
seventy-two. Even this comparison falls far short 
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of exhibiting the actual increase of schools, and of 
pupils throughout the State j for, in 1798, there were 
in all but twenty-three counties organized, and 
therefore only seven which did not report. But, in 
1828, there were flfty-flve counties, divided into seven 
hundred and forty-two towns and wards, and eight 
thousand two hundred and ninety-eight school dis- 
tricts, containing four hundred and forty-one thou- 
sand eight hundred and flfty-six children. It is true, 
there are other causes besides the inherent efflcacy of 
the System, which should be regarded in accounting 
for the rapid increase of schools and pupils. The 
new counties formed subsequently to 1798, were set- 
tled chiefly by emigrants from New-England, who 
brought with them, as an essential part of their 
existence, a häbit of regarding universal education in 
common public schools, as among the primary objects i 
for which laws are to be enacted. And when the— — J 
System had been once established, It is easy to see 
that its Operation upon the minds of new companies 
of such emigrants, must be to determine them to select 
the State which had made this munificent Provision 
fbr that, which they consider as one of the flrst wants 
of their nature, to be their permanent abode, in pre- 
ference to another, where no such allurement was 
held out, whatever might otherwise be the physical 
superiority of the latter. Thus we see, that the Sys- 
tem of common schools lias reacted, in turn, in favour 
of Population, and consequently in favour of wealth 
and of power, physical, moral, and political. 
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A Ctnnparative View of the Returns of Common Schoolsj 

from 1816 to 1832, incltisive. 
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"The above table exhibits only the amount of 
money paid out of the funds, and so much as the 
äuthority of the State imposes on the towns, to be 
raised by them, in consideration of their receiving 
those funds, which is an equal sunt, The several 
school districts have, besides, the authority to levy a 
certain proportional sum, about double, it is belleved, 
of that derived from the fund. 

" But this, which makes in all four times the amount 
distributed from the fund, does not show the total 



• The returas of the last three years embrace the number of children over 
fiT6 and under sixteen years of age. 
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expenditure on this noble object of legislative Pro- 
vision. 

'< It was estimated at the beglnning of tbe present 
year (1832), that in the nlne thousand and fifty-four 
districts, where schools are supported, that two huh- 
dred dollars each are invested, on an average^ In 
sehooUhMises. This gives a total of one million eight 
hundred and ten thousand eight hundred doUars, 
which) together with one hundred and seventy thou- 
sand dollars invested in the saine way in the city of 
New- York, gives a total of one million nine hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars, vested in school-houses, 
which, at an interest of six per cent per annum^ 
would be $118)848 

Annual expense of books for 606,887, at 60 

Cents each, 353,443 

Pael for 9064 schools, at $10 each, 90,640 

Amount of public money for teachers' wages, 844,886 
Amount paid for teachers' wages, besides 

public money^ 372,698 



" ■■< 



1,080,409 
showing the present annual expenditure of the citi-^ 
zens of tliis State, for the support of common sehoolo^ 
to be one million and eighty thousand dollars, bxA 
proving that the application of one hundred thou^ 
sand dollars out of the fUnd, induces them to raise 
voluntarily more than nine times the same amount 
for the same object. 

'< PMce of the System. This exists in the hands of 
one Superintendent of common schools, who is like- 
wlse the secretary of the commonwecJth ; flfty-flve 
Clerks of counties ; the commissioners of about seven 
hundred and ninety towns, and the trustees of nine 
thousand school districts. 

<< These several agents are in regulär subordinatiott 

to each other, and, in succession, receive and distri- 

bute the funds appropriated by the State for the sup- 

port of schools. The highest offloer, the superinten^ 

W 16 
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dem, is made directly amenable to publie opinion, 
as well as to the law, in being required to present 
to the legislature annually, in the month of January, 
a repott containing : — 

" 1. A Statement of the condition of the common 
schools in the State. 

<< 2. Estimates and accounts of expenditures of the 
school moneys. 

" 3. Plans for the improvement and management 
of the common school fund, and for the better Organi- 
zation of the common schools. 

" 4. All such matters relating to his offlcß, and to 
the common schools, as he shall deem expedient to 
communicate. 

" The coUection of documents, already issued under 
this requisition, contains a most useful and instruc^ 
tive mass of facts, which ought to be in the hands 
öf every State legislator in the union. It may be 
observed, that the police of the general system is not 
applied in the city of New- York, where, instead of 
commissioners of towns and trustees of the schools, 
chosen hy the people, the disbursements of the public 
money is entrusted to a Company, called the " Public 
School Society/' The reason or necessity of this dif- 
ference of Organization has never, to our knowledge, 
been made evident. 

" In 1832, the number of academies had rlsen to 
flfty-nine, and the number of pupils was four thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty-eight, or seventy-one to 
each academy. In addition to the means for support- 
ing common, schools, the State has another extensive 
fund, called the Uterature fund, under the manage- 
ment of the " Regents of the University,^\ to which 
one hundred and fifty thousand doUars was added 
in 1827, the income of which was required to be dis- 
tributed to the several incorporated academies and 
seminaries, in Proportion to their numbers of pupils. 
It is gratifying to observe, that a liberal spirit has 
been manifested in furnishing to these institutions 
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various means and implements for ctdtlvating the 
natural sciences, and that some of them have already 
become useful to science, by their application of these 
means. We may refer particularly to the numerous 
sets of meteorological observations occasionally pub- 
Ushed by the * Regen ts,' and which are all made at 
the academies under their Charge. The money ap- 
propriated to these institutions, has been thus appli- 
ed with a View of Converting them into nurseriea of 
teachers for the common schools. 

" As the latter are generally taught but a part of 
the year; that is, on an average, not more than eight 
months, and as the teachers will generally be other- 
wise engaged for a portion of their time, and will 
not be permanently devoted to the business, it is high- 
ly Important that the greatest possible number of 
intelligent men should be found in every precinct, 
capable of understanding the duties, if not of per»- 
forming the labours, of teachers. In a community 
thUB fully supplied with intelligent members, and 
impressed with the value of thorough Instruction, 
dulness and mediocrity will seldom find encourage- 
ment to usurp the offlce and responsibility of guid- 
ing the intellectual pursuits of the young ; while the 
agents entrusted with the execution of the laws on 
education will hesitate before they * lay careless 
hands on scuUs that cannot teach, and will not 
learn.' 

Mr. Eddy was also deeply engaged in the erection 
of a House of Refuge, in the city of New- York.' His 
worthy friend, Professor John Griscom, made the 
first Suggestion of such an Institution to Mr. Eddy, 
Isaac CoUins, and others, and in 1823, they succeeded 
in establishing this truly useful charity. The learn- 
ed and benevolent professor lives to see his Institu- 
tion flourish, as an auxiliary to all the great pur- 
poses of philanthropy to which his friend, Mr. Eddy, 
was devoted. 
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WUh a sirong desire to promote the intorest of ibe 
State of New- York, several intelligent gentlemen of 
the State formed a society */ for the acquisition and 
diffusion of all useful intelligence connected with 
the Inland trade and navigation of the country." 
The society was ealled, the New- York Corresponding 
Association for the Promotion of Internal Impro^e- 
ment. When the association ivas organized» Da 
Witt Clinton was chosen President, and Doetor 
Samuel L. Mitchell, and the Hon. Cadwallader D> 
Cölden, Vice Presidents, and Thomas Eddy, Chalrman 
of the committee of correspondence and publicatien. 
The association exerted themselves for several years 
wlth great sissiduity, and the labours of the chairmaa 
were very arduous, but promptly discharged. Wbo 
has now the records of that association, I have nat 
been able to discover, but much valuable Information 
must have beeii coUected by such indefatigable and 
intellectual men as formed that association ; and it i» 
well known, that their publications were numerous. 

On the great subject of slavery, which is now ögl- 
tating the world, Mr. Eddy took 8in early part. He 
ßaw millions sufiering in bondage, and willed tbepi 
to be free; but this was not enough; he knew that 
ii]^ans must be applied to ends, and that it was iq 
yain to deplore the condition of the Africans withont 
strenuous exertions. He was an active member of 
the Abolition and Manumission Societies, and correflrr 
poiXded with the philanthropists of Europe on the 
Bubject, as well as with the leaders in the cause of 
freedom in Hay ti. He saw, as every wise man does^ 
ttiat the evil was one that increased in magaitude 
every day, and as time advanced, became more diffi- 
c^lt to eradicate. It was the voice of such philan- 
thropists, that asßisted the politicians in fixing the 
bOkundaries of the slave-trade, which was the firsi 
si^ in the xnarch of this charity ; cyp^d whiiQh, if judi- 
ciously foUowed up, will, in the end, drive the evil fiom 
fhlB country and the West Indies, and perhaps from 
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tiie World. The curse is becoming more intolerable 
to the man who Is considered the wealthy owner of 
slaTes, than even the imagination of the opposers of 
davery could have pictured. i 

The great work of emancipation and colonization 
k going on wlth zeal and success. Beeide the Parent 
Colonization Society, flfteen State Colonization Socio- 
ties have been formed, and more than two hundred 
and fifty auxiliaries established. New assoclations 
are every day forming, to raise the condition of the 
coloured free popuIation ; and these societies greatly 
aasist each other. These assoclations, formed for the 
purpose of enlightening and beneflting the world, 
are the great moral engines by whieh it ia now and 
iMneafter to be moved. 



In the course of Mr. Eddy's progress in the various 
walks of philanthropy, he kept up a correspondence 
with several distinguished philanthropists in Europe, 
and in this country. Several of those letters which 
pasaed between Mr. Eddy and his coadjutors, I ahall 
here insert; for what such men as Colquhoun^ 
Luehington, Roscoe, Clinton, Livingston, Colden, 
Schuyler, Throop, and others of the same high repu- 
tation, have committed to paper, should be safely re- 
corded for all future times. They were among the 
Pioneers of true reform, and exhibited a rare union 
of intellectual light with moral courage» The letters 
«re given according to date, as it would not have 
been possible to have arranged them in order of sub- 
Jects, as some of the Communications touch on a 
number of topics. 

Ne%D York, 12th manth, 7thj 1799. 
Dbar Friend, 

Ab it may be proper for the Canal Company to 
make an application to the legislature this winter, I 
think it would be right to be prepared early. We 
15* 
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are in debt to the State 16,0002. Many reasons may 
be urged to induce the legislature to take so many of 
the unsubscribed shares, as amount to that sum; 
they certainly would be more ready to do this, than 
to relinqulsh a Claim for the Interest for four or five 
years, as we proposed last winter. Whilst we are 
obliged to pay 900/., per year, interest on the aboye 
debt out of the toUs, we will not be able to divide 
to the stockholders more than two per cent, as a 
dividend. Perhaps some other way ii^ay occur Uy 
thee to propose, for them to afford us pecuniary aid. 

The Claims of the people at Still-Water are not 
yet satisfied. Suppose the directors were to lay a 
reqüisitiou, pay able Ist May next, and the stockhold- 
ers refuse to pay, the comptroUer would pay for the 
shares held by the State, the claimants might then be 
paid ; the Corporation dissolved, and the whole stock 
of the Northern Company belong only to the State. 
I take the liberty of sending those hints, in hopes thou 
wilt be so good as to improve them, and if it meets 
thy appröbation, to draw a petition to the legislature 
on behalf of the Western Company, containing some- 
thing like what I have mentioned in the preceding 
part of this letter, and a copy for the consideration 
of the Board, with such further remarks as will occur, 
to be sent to the vice President as soon as possible. 
Thou wilt excuse my anxiety to have this commu- 
nication early, as I expect to leave here for the north, 
and .soon af ter the assembly meets. 

The attorney general says, he had a good deal of 
conversation with thee, relative to the proposed law, 
to fix a punishment for small offences, and for regu- 
lating county prisons. I beg to remind thee of the 
plan I proposed, subject to thy improvement, viz. In 
each county prison, to have as many rooms (or cells) 
' made as is convenient, six by eight feet. A Single 
Justice to sentence an offender to be confined therein, 
from tweniy-four hours, to ten days. Three Justioes 
to sentence a criminal for thirty days, and the Court 
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of Quarter Sesslons, ninety days ; all greater ofifenoes, 
to be sent to the State prison for one or more years. 
No intercourse to be allowed with untried prisoners, 
or debtors, and a total prohibition to thelr wives, chil- 
dren, friends, or any person whatever. Inspectors to 
Visit tbe prison, at least once every month, to examine 
into the conduct of the keeper, who should have rules 
made by the inspectors, for his government. The 
rooms should, by law, be directed to be white washed 
twice every year, and no other than a low diet be allow- 
ed, and Btrictly to prohibit any spirituous liquors. The 
inspectors might be appointed by the county court, 
or Supervisors, or by Council of appointment. Many 
of the jails at present are taverns ; this should be 
by law prevented. An allowance to the keeper 
sufäcient to procure a man of fair character should 
be paid out of the public treasury. As our laws now 
are, the keeper, as he must have Charge of the debtors, 
must be appointed by the sheriflf. 

If what I have suggested meets thy approbation, 
I know thou wilt considerably improve my plan ; if 
so, and thou hast leisure to draw a bill, it will much 
Obligo me to be favoured with a copy. 

Be pleased to accept my best wishes for thy health, 
and believe me respectfully, arid very truly, 

Thy aflfectionate Friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 

Philadelphia, 2d tnonthj 24^A, 1815. 
Dbar Friend. 

During the inclemency of the weather this morn- 
ing, my mind has been turned towards several absent 
Friends, and I determined to let them know it ; per- 
haps this may be the only sentiment worth commu- 
nicating to thee ; if it so turn out, thou mayest credit 
me accordingly. 

The peace which has been lately concluded between 
Great Britain and this country, whilst it is a subject 
of general greeting and rejoicing, will, I hope, impress 
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our mindfl j^eith thankfulness to bim who is the 
author of every good and perfect gif t ; and dispooe 
US in future to tiarmonize more with eaoh other. 
That poliUcal trick and Juggle, by which many bave 
contrived to dir^ct the minds of the innooent and 
unwary, brought us to a precipice, to whioh it iB erea 
now difflcult to look back without fihuddering. If 
honesty of intention, and integrity of conduct, were 
but the rule and practice of those appointed to direoi 
the affairs of the nation, I thlnk, with the warning 
we have had, we might long remain a separate and 
peaceful people ; but whether we are or shall soon 
become fit to receive, and capable of enjoying, such 
blessings, is known only to him whose ways, though 
past finding out, must be infinitely great and good, 
and must have for their object the happiness of hls 
creature, man. 

Not only have I contemplated the subject, as to its 
general effect ; but also as to its effect on some of my . 
personal friends. I have anticipated the pleasure of 
hearing that it will eflfectually relieve those in New 
York, who have been threatened with pecuniary loss 
and embarrassment, by reason of the failure of Min- 
turn and Champlin, and that they themselves will 
be restored to a State of as much ease and aflBuence 
as will do them good. I should be made glad by 
hearing from thee, to this effect. 

Another anticipation I have indulged in. That 
thyself and wife will give us your Company at the 
time öf the next Yearly Meeting. Nor do I mean to 
confine it to you only, but such other of the family 
as may accompany you. 

Present my Sally's love to Hannah and the chUdreo, 
and accept the assurance of my esteem. 

Samuel W. Fishbb. 

To Tfiomas Eddp^ and Thomas C. Butler^ Esquires. 
Respecteo Friends, 
Having been informed that you can give us infpr- 
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mation relative to the penitentiary' in New York. 
We have to address you in the name, and on behalf 
of " the Philadelphia Society for alleviating the mise- 
ries of public prisons," which, at a late meeting, 
directed the secretarles " to correspond with such per- 
sona as are engaged in the conduct of penitentia- 
ries, instituted in the different states of the union^ 
wherein the humane and improved System of penal 
laws are enforced ; and, especially, to ascertain the 
influence thereof, on the subjects of such treatment, 
as well as their effect on the general condition of 
Society.'* 

Since the establishment of this Institution, many 
of its zealous and benevolent founders have gone 
down to the grave, Some few, however, continue 
actively interested in its concerns ; who were early 
eugaged in those humane exertions, which, regardless 
of the influence of prejüdice, and the e^ample of 
ages, aimed at the accomplishment of a reformation 
in the penal jurisprudence of Pennsylvania. With 
tbese are now united others, who, from a conviction 
of the importance and Utility of those labours, as well 
as knowledge of the success of the experiments 
which flowed from them, have been induced to give 
their assistance to the same Philanthropie cause. 

To both these descriptions of our members it hath 
become an interefeting inqulry, what have been the 
effects produced in your State by the adoption of a 
meliorated code of criminal laws } Whether, allowing 
for the increaseof Population, since their creation, crimes 
have diminished in their number, or degree of enor- 
mity? Whether individuals, who, by their errors, 
have unhappily been the subjects of your peniten- 
tiary System, are, since its wholesome correction, 
restored to usefulness in the Community? and, gene- 
rally, whether the moral condition of society has 
been improved, and the security of its members pro- 
moted, by the abolition of punishments, which were 
not less vindictire and cruel, than was the employ- 
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ment of them degrading to the cbaracter of oar spe^ 
cies ? 

It is not only for our own satisfaction, that we are 
desirous of obtaining whatever information.you ean 
furniBh in relation to these interesting subjects, but 
because we believe the combined experience of all 
those who have been engaged in this great object of 
State polity, cannot fall to advance its value in the 
estimation of others, and thereby subserve, at once, 
the purposes of Justice, and the cause of humanity. 

We believe that, in our owix country, the number 
of its friends is gradually multiplying ; and it is with 
peculiar satisfaction, we have heard of the exertions 
which some benevolent individuald, in their private 
capacity, as well as enlightened statesmen, in their 
public character, are empioying in Great Britain, to 
render the laws of that kingdom less sanguinary. — 
These advocates of reformation have had the candour 
to acknowledge, that they were encouraged to com- 
mence the laudable work, from the success which 
had foUowed our experiments ; and hence we see the 
importance of embodying all the evidence which can 
be coUected, to support, in England, this effort of 
' mercy, and of diffusing these beneficent principles, 
through all those nations and states, by which they have 
not y et been adopted. We are, very respectfuUy, &c. 



Cal£b Gresson, junr., ) ^i ^ • 
Robert Vaüx, ) 



New York, 6th manthj Sth, 1802. 
Respected Friend, 

Thy sentiments on crimes and punishments com- 
municated to the public, in two excellent works on 
the Police of London and the Thames, has induced 
me, without the pleasure of a personal acquaintance 
to inform thee of the progress of an experiment 
making in this State, by adopting a plan similar to 
the one formed, soon after the revolution, in PeABsyl- 
vania, for the amelioration of the pemal law3. 
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Some yeard ago^ I was led to reflect on the State of 
the crimlnal code in this State, and warmly Impressed 
with the belief, that all laws not founded on the 
principles of truth and Justice, the common feelings 
of humanity, and the rights of mankind, should he 
repealed; I took a very decided and active part in en- 
deavouring to ohtain arepeal of our former System, and 
estahlishing one more consistent with the pure prin- 
ciples of Christianity. In 1796, our laws were altered, 
a State prison was directed to be built, and I was 
appointed one of the board of inspectors. My zeal 
for promoting a plan, which I conceived would tend 
to soften the dispositions of those concerned in govern- 
ment, and thereby enlighten and prepare their minds 
for still more improving the condition and State of 
mankind, induced me to leave extensive mercantile 
pursoits, and reside near the prison, about two miles 
from the city, in order that I might strictly attend to 
its concerns. To reduce such a description of men 
to a regulär course of labour, decent behaviour, and 
cleanliness, was a'task that required unremitting 
attention, and on the success of the scheme, depended 
whether society should revive the former, or continue 
the new systenL I was exceedingly anxious that 
our prison should furnish a model for other states, 
and have therefore attended, when in health, almost 
daily, to superintend its concerns, and every Winter 
for flve years past, visited Albany, in order to promote 
the passing of such laws or alterations of former 
ones, as were deemed necessary, to perfect the pre- 
sent Code. I have lately published an account 
of the prison, for the Information of the public ; 
and with a view to excite other states to follow our 
example. I take the liberty now, to present thee 
with one of those publications, which will give füll 
Information of the management, economy, &c. of the 
pfison. 

I understand there are some prisons in England, 
where the convicts are employed at labour. I should 
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be very glad to obtain Information of the kin4 of 
work carried on ; if the product Is sufflclent to pay 
for their support, clotbing, ^c. I expect there are 
printed accounts of them ; and also some late books, 
or Pamphlets, on crimes and punishments, and on 
prisons, I therefore take the liberty to request of 
thee, to be so obliging as to give my good friend, 
Charles Wilkes, a memorandum of such as in thy 
opinion may be worth my procuring. I should be 
very glad to obtain the report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons, on Bentley's plan ; also, any 
or all of bis writings. I have Howard, and the first 
edition of Police of London and Thames. If thou 
hast published any thing lately, be pleased to insert 
It in the list. My friend Wilkes will take the trou- 
ble of procuring from the booksellers, and forward- 
ing to me, such books as thou wilt be so obliging as 
to recommend, 

I enclose the last report of the inspectors of the 
State prison to the legislature ; they passed a law to 
build a prison, for solitary confinement, on the plan 
recommended in the Report. I have often thought 
that this would be an excellent plan in the city of 
London, for the punishment of petty offences, and 
for preventing greater ones. 

I am clearly of opinion, that all prisons intended 
for the confinement of convicts for a term of years 
should be so constructed as that they should lodge iU' 
separate rooms; by being kept thus solitary and sepa- 
rate from each other, it would be more likely to 
produce reformation, and prevent escapes. 

There are in the prison 145 of the convicts employ- 
ed at shoemaking, and that business has hltherto 
been carried on, by purchasing leather, &c., and dis» 
posing of the shoes and boots when manufactured. 
As this required a considerable capital, and was 
always attended with inconvenience, we have lately 
dropped conductlng the business in this mode, and 
have agreed with shoemakers In the city, to take in 
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work at a lixed price, for maklng each pair of shoes 
and boots, according to the size and quality — in thls 
^lanner of employing those 146 men, they now eam 
twelve hundred doUars per month, and it is now cer- 
tain, that the labour performed by the prisoners will 
be more than sufflcient to support and clothe them, 
jpay for bringing them from the counties, and other 
incidental expenses. - 

I have hitherto acted as agent, but the System belng 
now completed, equal to my most sanguine expecta- 
tion, I intend this summer to reslgn that Situation, 
I am, with regard and esteem, 
Very respectfuUy, 

Thy assured friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

To P. CoLdUHOUNj London 

Ea^thourne^ in. Sussex, 28th August, 1802. 
Sir, 

Your very acceptable letter of the 6th June, accom- 
panied by your valuable and interesting publication, 
glving an account of the State Penitentiary House in 
the City of New York, was recently left at my house 
in Westminster, by Mr. Wilkes, and has since been 
transmitted to me to the country, to which I have 
retired for a Short time, with a view to a little 
relaxation from the labours attached to an arduous 
public duty. 

My temporary retirement has furnished me with 
an early opportunity of perusing with attention, and 
also with much interest, your very excellent statee 
ment of important and useful facts, and I consider 
myself under infinite obligations to yöu, not only for 
the knowledge of these facts, but for the acquaint- 
ance of the worthy and respectable author, who has 
devoted so much time, and made so many sacrifices, 
to promote the cause of humanity, and the good of 
his fellow creatures. 

It is a peculiar gratification to me, to have thus 
16 
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dlooovdred that my Uterary productions have fallen 
under the cognizance of one who, is able, and also 
so tboroughly disposed, to carry the principles they 
contain, on the subject 9f crimes and punishments, 
into practice ; and it is no small gratiflcation to me 
to find, that upon a subject so interesting to virtue 
and humanity, our sentiments are completely in 
unison. 

Your exertions, and those of your worthy colleagues, 
appears to have done mach for the State of New 
York, and I entertain nö doubt of the sentiments of 
all the worthy and reflecting part of the Community 
being on yoür side in a Short time ; that the great 
and good work, your unexampled perseverance has 
so happily accomplished, will produce consequences 
which will not only bring conviction to the minds of 
the most prejudiced, but also that you will live to see 
and experience that reward, in the ultimate and 
complete success of the design, which, to a mind like 
yours^ must go far beyond the praises and encomiums 
of the World. Your details are so clear, so accurate 
and interesting, that they will be read with avidiiy 
all over Europe. 

To me it has been no small gratiflcation, although 
I have, on account of the war and other circumstan- 
ces, made as yet small progress in the objects I have 
recommended to be adopted in'this country, thatmy 
writings have been translated into most of the 
languages in Europe, with a prospect of general 
benefit to mankind, since, in all countries, the vices 
and crimes of individuals are similar, and only differ 
as to their extent. 

I had read some years since, with the most heart- 
feit pleasure, two different accounts of that most 
excellent Institution, the Penitentiary House in the 
city of Philadelphia, wl\ich is the more valuable as 
ii furnlshes an irrefragable proof to all Europe, aa 
well as America, that the great desideratum has 
bacai aooomplished, of rendering the labour of i^imi- 
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nals productive, to a degree more than equal to their 
maintenance, and what is of more importance, of 
restoring tbem again to Bociety wlth amended morals, 
and in a Situation to become uaeful instead of 
Boxious members of the Community. 

The criminal police is an object of the greatest im* 
portance, in all countries, but particularly in America, 
not only as a new country, but as a Republic, ex- 
posed, from peculiar circumstances, to be contami- 
nated by importations of the scum and outcasts of 
all Europe. Thls, and other conslderations, have 
excited great doubts in my mind, whether the intro- 
duction of Europeans in the present State of the popu- 
latioh of America, is not, upon the whole, injurlous. 
This is exemplified in no inconsiderable degree in 
the comparative view you have given of the coun* 
tries to which the different classes of convicts belong. 
It might be difflcult and invidious to exclude the 
white people of Europe, and might be a reflection 
upon the national character ; but, surely, this policy 
does not apply to the negroes of the West Indies, 
who, I perceive, tend, in no inconsiderable degree, 
to increase the calendars of delinquency. 

You have been rightly informed, that several very 
expensive Houses of Correction have been estab- 
lished in England, within the last twenty years, 
under the authority of acts of Parliament, the out- 
lines of which I have laid before the public ; but, 
although the expense has been excessive, (in one in- 
stance 80,000t Sterling,) I am sorry to say, that, how- 
ever excellent the theory, by a fatality which is not 
easy to be explained, no results that can be held out 
as an example, can be exhibited. In one or two, in 
particular, Oxford and Oloster, where, (like the Peni- 
tentiary House at New- York) some benevolent cha- 
racters have devoted much time and attention to the 
economy of the establishments, the labour of the con- 
victs has been rendered, in a certain degree, produc- 
tive. — We have a süperb establishment in Middlesex, 
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to which I bestowed much attention at the outset, 
but, instead of being seconded, I found myself coun- 
teracted in all my anxious cares to introduce a Sys- 
tem of useful and productive labour, and I lament to 
say, that, in addition to fourscore thousand paunds ^ 
laid out in the buildinga, it cösts the county nearly 
4000/. Sterling a year, to maintain the prisoners.— - 
Contemplating the difficulties and the consequent 
f ailure of most of the plans founded on Mr. Howard's 
ideas, and considering the obstructions which are 
opposed to evils, in their nature so gigantic, I have 
been induced to giye a decided preference to Mr. 
Bentham's plan, as briefly explained in my treatise 
on the police, (6th edition) where he proposes to 
enter into a contract for the labour of convicts, and 
to become responsible for the reformation of their 
mannera and vices. — When I return to London, I will 
procure from that gentleman a copy of the detail of 
his plan and will have great pleasure in transmit- 
ting it to Von, with such other publications as apply 
to the subject of Penitentiary Houses. I will also send, 
if I can possibly procure it, a copy of a report of the 
Committee of the House of Commons. — The wbole 
of the reports have been reprinted in four volumes, 
among which twenty-eight treats of Police. They 
are all extremely interesting, and, I think, you will 
be desirous that they should have a place in your 
library; when I have the pleasure of seeing Mr: 
Wilkes, I will consult with him how far I should go 
in this respect. The first edition of the police of 
London may be considered as only an imperfect sketch. 
It is in the sixth edition of that work that you will 
find those interesting topics discussed, to which your 
attention is at present so laudably directed. 

The last report of your committee is extremely 
interesting, and you press upon the attention of the 
legislature, with great propriety, the evils arising 
from th6 excessive multiplication of spirit houses, and 
public houses. Nothing tends so much to the corrup- 
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üon of morals, or to promote haßita of Idleness, ultl- 
mately gener ating crimes: 1200 of these receptaclea 
of vice in so small a city as New York, are to be con-* 
flldered as an evil of the greatest magnitude. In the 
metropolis of the British Empire, which contains 
twelve times the number of inhabitants, the magiS' 
trates do not grant licences to more than about 4000,- 
although, taking in the towns and villages in the 
vicinity, we have upwards of ßÖOO in the whole. I 
have been at great pains, in fonning and enforcing 
rules and Orders for the proper regulation of publi- 
cans, in different districts of the metropolis, where I 
have acted as a magistrate — a copy of which I will 
send you. The indiscriminate mixture of young and 
old offenders, in the same prison, I observe, is men- 
tioned with great propriety in your last report. I 
have always considered this practice (which also 
prevails here) as one of the greatest nurseries of 
crimes; and I am glad to find you have brought it 
tmder the review of your legislature. The remedy 
you propose, appears to me to be the wisest and most 
effectual that can be devised. 

Your proposition to authorize the police magis- 
trates to try , in a summary way, all persons committtng 
minor offences, such as petty assaults, drunkenneas^ 
and acts of vagrancy, &c., will provi^ a great relief to 
juries, and will tend much to the diminution of 
crimes. In this country, the legislature flnds it 
necessary every Session, to extend the summary 
Jurisdiction of magistrates; and experience hasshown, 
(as these magistrates are responsible,) that instead of 
abridging, it extends the liberty of the innocent part 
of the Community ; and I can safely affirm, that had 
k not been for these summary Jurisdictions, it would 
have been imposslble, in any degree, to have kept 
the vices and crimes of the people within any mode- 
rate bounds. The present State of society and morals, 
in what is called the dvilized world, render a species 
of energy necessary, which can only be attained by 
Y 16* 
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summary proceedlngs. The great Inlets to vice, 
idleness, and crimes, are, ill regtdated public htmses, 
gaming, horse-racing, eock-fighting, profane swearingf 
and a cotitempt of religious diities on a Sunday : tO 
which may be added, generally, every species of dis- 
sipation, wbich has a tendency to congregate multi- 
tudes of people on tbe same spot. In a new country 
like America, where the general prosperity of the 
nation depends, in so eminent a degree, on the morals 
of tlie people, the legislature cannot promote the true 
welfare of the State, in a greater degree, than by 
authorizing magistrates to correct these evils, by 
inflicting mild punishments in a summary way, and 
by commuting, in varlous instances that will occur^ 
the punishment of imprisonment by pecuniary penal- 
iieSf to be applied to the expenses of the police. 
Pemale Prostitution, particularly in the eitles in 
America, also requires appropriate laws, which will 
apply to both sexes; and those should be adminis- 
tered in a summary way by the magistrates, by 
imprisonment, or mild pecuniary finee. In like man- 
ner, brothels ought not to be prosecuted by the tedious 
and circuitous process of indictment and trial by 
Jury. The expense of such prosecutions in this 
country, tend much to the increase of the evils of 
Prostitution, while, through the medium of the chi- 
cane of the law, many notoriqus delinquents escape 
justice. 

I could not have conceived, until I perused your 
accurate reports, that such a number of larcenies 
could have been committed in the city of New York. 
It is impossible that depredations to such an extent 
should be committed, unless there were many receiv- 
ers of Stolen goods ; such as purchasers of old metals^ 
old apparel, ships stores, rags, and hand siuff, 6^. 
These classes of dealers require the watchful «ye of 
the legislature, and much advantage would be derived, 
from restraining them from dealing, unless under the 
authority of a licence, with power to the magistrates 
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to withhold it on tbe succeeding year, in case of any 
information of improper conduct, and to forfeit it, 
in case of conviction— a power also to constables, to 
stop and examine the persons who convey parcels, 
&c. after dark, and to punish the oflFenders if they 
cannot give a satisfactory- account to the magistrate, 
how they obtained the same, would tend much to 
the prevention of crimes. It is hy these precau- 
tions, and by mild Qummary punishments, that the 
calendars of delinquency are to be diminished in 
every country, and a wise leglslature will look to 
prevention as a primary objecto that there may be 
occasion as seldom as possible, to resort to punish- 
ment. 

As temperance operates powerfuUy in preventing 
diseases in the human body, so will preventlves tend 
to diminish the evils in the body politic. In America, 
w^here old prejudices do not exist, and where the 
laws in their progress are verging towards maturity, 
this preventive System can be much easier accom 
plished than in Europe, and if the leglslature is true 
to itself, it will see the vast importance of establish- 
ing, in the flrst instance, every safe-guard to the 
innocent part of the Community, by shutting up, as 
far as circumstances will permit, every avemie to 
crimes. The true interests of the State requires it, 
and humanity to the unhappy individuals, who are 
tempted to perpetrate ofTences, from the temptations 
which assail them, plead strongly for the adoption of 
an appropriate preventive system, applicable to the 
local and peculiar State of the country. 

Did I not know that I was addressing myself to a 
man of true philanthropy, who glories in bis country^s 
prosperity, and anxiously seeks for opportunities of 
doing good, I should make an apology for the length 
of thiä* letter; but to you, sir, it is not necessary. 
That you may be long spared to society, and blessed 
with health and vigour of mind, to enable you to 
prosecute the good work, which you and your wor- 
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thy coUeagues have so successfully began, In the 
slncere and earnest wish of, 

Sir, youT most obedient, and humble servant, 

P. C0LQUH0V]f« 
To Mr. Thobsas Eddy, New York 

P. S. I refer you to the annexed copy of my letter 
written from Eastbourne in Sussex, on the 28th 
of August. I find since my return home, that Mr. 
Wilkes Is still absent in the country, but I am nevcr- 
theless making progression, coUecting various publl- 
cations to be sent you; and as soon as I have the 
pleasure of seeing him, I will take measures for the 
purpose of conveying them to you. 

Londorij I6th February, 1803. 
Sir, 

Your excellent work on the State prison of New 
York, has been considered of so much interest and 
importance, by several very elevated characters in this 
country, that a proposition has been made to reprint 
lt. It is now in the hands of the members for the 
Home Department,* through whose medium, I trust, 
and ardently hope, it may be rendered useful in this. 
country. According to your desire, I have occasion- 
ally been employed, for some time past, in collecting 
every publication whlch appears to me to bear on 
subjects of this nature, as Well as on other topics of 
political economy, which have appeared to me to be 
analogous. The whole are sent in a box addressed 
to you, by this opportunity, in conformity to a llst 
now inclosed; and I have particularly to request that 
you will accept of them from me, as a mark of my 
esteem and regard. 

You will trace in these various tracts a very great 
portion of zeal and genuine philanthropy, as well as 
strong marks of extensive reading and profound 
knowledge, on subjects calculated to promote the com- 
fort and happiness of society. In every part of the 
civilized world. 
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The first object to be attended to, with a view to 
the comfort, happiness, and security of a nation, is a 
proper Provision for the educatiön of youth. " Tkat 
eountry is the happiesi, (says a great writer,) where there 
is the most virtue.^^ To suffer the youth of both sexes 
to be ill educated, and to be reared to maturity with- 
out a proper sense of religion and vlrtue, and an 
abhorrence of vice, is to establish a nursery for 
crimes. 

In a new eountry like America, where the popula- 
tion increases so fast, it becomes an important deside- 
ratum, that the means and facilities to obtain a 
virtuous and proper educatiön, should keep pace with 
the constant increase of the youth of both sexes, 
Where national institutions of this nature have been 
established in Scotland and in Switzerland, the hap- 
piest effects have been produced. On the contrary, 
where this great measure of State policy has been 
neglected, the manners of the people have exhibited 
strong instances of a deficiency, manifested by 
extreme ignorance and immoral conduct, as it respects 
a considerable Proportion of the lower classes of 
Society ; and hence it is that crimes multiply, and 
that the adult becomes often enervated and useless to 
Society at that period of life, when labour ought to 
be most productive. 

Upon the subject of educatiön, the reports which I 
have transmitted, published by the society for better- 
ing the condition of the poor, furnish many excellent 
hints and suggestions. 

The next object, as it relates to criminal offences, 
and which is of the highest importance to civil 
society, is a proper attention to those, whose indi- 
gence or idleness render them burdens upon the 
other classes of society. This evil becomes a hydra 
in every nation, where appropriate regulations do not 
exist for educating the offspring of indlgent and 
profligate parents, or orphans who are cast upon the 
public ; and also for propping up ßdults, reduced to a 
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State of extreme poverty and yrretcbedness, so as to 
compel tbem, at least to the extent of their abilities« 
to assist themselves. The want of appropriate regu- 
lations, under an accurate and correct management, 
as it applies to this very difficult branch of political 
economy, is one of the cbief causes of tbe numerous 
criminal oflfences wbich afflict society in Europe. 
It is one of the greatest nurseries of crimes, f rom wbich 
you are already not exempted in tbe larger societies 
in America, perhaps from this scene of turpitude; 
this gangrene, not having as yet sufficiently attracted 
the notice of your government. 

Upon this important branch of political economy, 
much useful Information will be found in tbe reports 
of the society of the poor, exhibiting a vast scope for 
the exertion both of public and private benevolence, 
particularly the latter ; as it respects the former, the 
preliminary Sketches on the poor, by Jeremy Bentham, 
Esq., furnish much curious and important matter, 
wbich will be read with great interest by the philo- 
sopher, the statesman. and the philanthropist. 

Periods of scarcity are not so lil^ely to happen in 
America as in Europe : yet as the food of man rises 
to an enormous price in the United States, as often 
as extraordinary demands are made upon you, the 
condition of your poor, in the large eitles, must, in a 
certain degree, Claim the occasional attention of the 
benevolent ; and therefore, as it may be interesting to 
know what has been accomplished in this country, 
and particularly in this great metropolis, during the 
recent periods of scarcity, I have taken the liberty 
to send you several tracts, and other papers, upon this 
subject, wbich have been chiefly compiled by myself, 
fbr the use of tbe public, and tbe various societies 
with wbich I was connected, wbere I generally had 
the labouring oar. These papers are the more inte- 
resting, as they tend to prove how much may be 
gained by an economizing aystem, and at how small 
an expense, under proper management, it is possible 
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to feed and to prop up families In distress. The 
attention and labaur are indeed excessive; and tbe 
reward to tlie numerous benevolent individuals* wlio 
came forward on this occasion, was feit to be com- 
piete, since it produced the wished for eflfect. 

On other eflFects immediately connected with objects 
of beneflcence, I beg ieave to refer you to Doctor 
Lettsom's ifecent work, whicb I aiso send you, hy his 
particular desire^ in which you will find much useful 
and interesting Information, calculated to improre 
the State of civil society, as it relates to the poor, 
and to analogous distempers, d&c. &c. On the last 
subject, namely, analogous fevers, and particularly 
the typhus or jail distemper, you will find some 
new and interesting Information, in a tract detailing 
a variety of successful experiments, which has been 
published and circulated by the society for bettering 
the condition of the poor, by which it appears emer- 
sion in water, or the shower bath, is a certain eure. 

Turning from this subject, to that which relates to 
the preservation of morals, and the prevention of 
criminal oflfences, I must refer you to my observations 
on public houses, (of which I send you two copies,) 
and also my treatise, recently published, on the duty 
of a constable. The flrst will furnish some useful 
hints relative to, regulations which, ere long, will be 
found necessary in America, (particularly in the large 
towns,) with respect to dram Shops, and the excessive 
and unrestrained use of spirituous liquors, than which, 
when indulged in to excess, nothing can be more 
pernicious, both to the health and morals of the 
labouring people. It is the chief source of the multl- 
plication of crimes, which afllict society in the city 
of New- York ; — to which I might add, those persons 
who are permitted, without control or inspection, to 
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deal in old metaisy old ships stores, and apparel and 
fumiture bought at second hand. The fl^st, namely, 
dram shopSj corrupt the morals; while the second, by 
holdlng out facilities to thieves, by purchasing what- 
ever may be offered for sale, without asking questions, 
and that too at an under price, become the fosterers of 
crlmes. 

In the tract on constables, you will see, under 
various heads, what provisions our laws have made 
for the prevention of the corruption of morals, and 
the commission of crlmes. By the adoption of the 
farther regulations recommended in my treatise on 
the Police of the metropolis, and also by the select 
committee of the House of Commons, much might be 
done in this country to diminish the number of 
oflfenders of all descriptions. Not being able to pro- 
cure a copy of this very interesting report in a separate 
volume, an opportunity is afforded me of requesting 
your acceptance of the whole of the interesting reports 
of the select committee on finance, from which the 
statesman, the politician, the financier, and the poli- 
tical economist, will be able to acquire much useful 
Information, highly beneficial to America. The 
twenty-eighth report in the second volume, treats on 
the general police, where, on this subject, you will find 
details highly interesting, as they relate to the mea- 
sures proposed for the prevention of crimes, and the 
punishment of offenders. 

On the subject of penitentlary punishment, I send 
you Mr. Bentham's two volumes, explaining the con- 
fltruction and general currency of his Ponoplicon ; also, 
a parcel containing the annual reports of the peni- 
tentlary house in Dorsetshire, with other papers 
delivered to me by that distinguished Senator, William 
Morton Pitt, Esq., member of Parliament for the county 
of Dorset, to whose indefatigable attention this estab- 
lishment owes its superiority over every similar 
Institution in this country. Mr. Morton Pitt has been 
much fascinated by your work, and as I have already 
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mentioned, is anxious it should be reprinted in Eng- 
land ; but as this desideratum may not be attained, It 
would be very gratifying if I could have it in my 
power to present to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, to iiim, and to some other distingüished 
characters in J;his country, a copy of the worlc. I 
have inquired at different booksellers, and also of 
Mr. Wilkes, but I do not find that it ie to be pur- 
chased. 

On the subject of prisons in this country, I have 
only farther to call your attention to a work just 
published by James Nield, Esq., who, foUowing the 
example of the great, the benevolent Howard, em^ 
ploys an easy fortune, and much of his time, in visit- 
ing the different prisons in Great Britain. His Chief 
attention, however, has been directed to the Situation 
of poor persons conftned for civil debts, to whom, as 
you will observe from his work, and also from his 
exertions as treasurer of the society, he has been a 
friend indeed. 

On the subject of punishments, I send you inclosed 
the last Statement of the delivery of the gaol at New- 
gate, which has been recently sent me by the Secre- 
tary of State, and contains a general view of the 
disposal of prisoners for the last year, for the more 
aggravated offences tried at the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer at the Old Bailey. In this Statement, how- 
ever, neither the numerous persons tried at the London, 
Westminster, and Middlesex Sessions, nor at the 
Assizes and Sessions in Southwark, which makes a 
part of the metröpolis, are included. ^ I have no 
means at present of ascertaining the amount of these ; 
but I have reason to believe they are equal, or per- 
haps exceed, the number stated in the last (sixtfa 
edition) of the treatise on the police. 

The only use which can be made of this melan- 

choly catalogue of depravity, is to stimulate those in 

power, in every country, to the adoption of such 

measures, as shall forewarn the unwary, arrest the 

Z 17 
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bands of evil doers, and tbereby lesaen the demand 
for punlshment. To you, sir, and to many otber 
benevolent characters, the United States are under 
great Obligation»; but your labours are not yet 
terminated. Since by punishment alone, we are not 
to iook for that amelioration in the State of society, 
which is to arise from the diminutipn of crimes, 
the minds of your Chief magistrates and active 
Senators, ought ever to be alive to the means of 
prevention. To those who are likely to commit 
offences, there cannot be a greater act of humanity } 
while on society at large, a greater benefit cannot be 
conferred. It is not the mere loss of property that 
is to be deplored. In the ramifications of vice extend- 
ed broad and Wide, a nation bleeds a^ every pore m 
that general contamination, which poisons the mind, 
renders the corporeal functions useless, and abridges 
that industry and ezertion in beneficial labour, which 
constitutes tt^e support of every State and body 
politic. 

It is not enough to frame excellent laws to punish 
delinquents. The history of all civilized countries, 
has proved how inefflcacious they are in the improve- 
ment of morals. With every attention which human 
wisdom can bestow, where multitudes are congre- 
gated together in gaols, who have long been apostates 
from virtue, vice must in general be triutnphant. 
As you advance in population, under the unavoidable 
hazard of contamination by frequent importations 
of depraved characters, who have fled, in many 
instances, from the punishment due to their crimes ' 
in Europe, a vigilant and active preventive pollce 
becomes necessary. Nor should a free country com- 
piain of such a System, since crimes and criminal 
people constantly abridge the Privileges of innocence. 
Restraints which ^attach only to evil doers, can never 
disturb the proceedings of the peaceful Citizen in the 
general intercourse of society. Let the Americem 
government, before it becomes too unwieldy, guard 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDDY. 196 

Ihe morals of its people as its best prop. What may 
be found easy and practicable in the yet Infant State 
of Society, may become difflcult, and perhaps impossi- 
ble, when evil habits descend from generation to 
generation, until at length it becomes too gigantic for 
human exertion. Comparatively speaking, the country 
is yet virtuous. To permit it to retrograde, as It 
becomes more wealthy and more populous, by an 
inattention tö the general progress of evil habits, 
would be to entail upon posterity an excessive 
ealamity. The task is certainly not difflcult at 
present, since in the country there is little to fear, and 
hence it would seem, that the energy of police would 
only be necessary in the great towns, checking and 
restraining those propensities, which lead to the cor- 
tuption of morals. Nor ought it to be forgotten, that 
an indulgence in many propensities, which half a 
Century ago were divested of their evil consequences, 
trom the then Infant State of society, became noxious 
as Population increases. It is then drunkenness^ 
gamingy lewdness, and other offences, leadlng to the 
corruption of morcüs^ acquire their sting. They pro- 
mote idleness; while want of employment, where 
labour is necessary for subsistence, is the never failing 
inroad to crimes. 

I am induced to enlarge upon this subject, from 
the facts you have disclosed, relative to the criminal 
offences committed in the city of New York. They 
appear to me to be of a magnitude jto excite a con- 
siderable degree of alarm with respect to the increase 
of criminality in the American towns ; inasmuch as 
Jt would appear that they greatly exceed the number 
of larcenies and misdemeanours, committed in towns 
in Great Britain, of an equal or even a greater popu- 
lation ; and although I have not had an opportunity 
of ascertainrng the fact, I have an Impression on my 
mind, that the annual convictions in the whole of 
Scotland, where the population approaches two 
millions of people, are Short of those which take 
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place ycarly in the State of New York ; and yet that 
country, from the rapid influx of ricbes and luxury, 
and extensive manufactures, cannot be said to be 
improving in morals. I fear the reverse is the case ; 
»ince I have been recently applied to by some of the 
flrst public cJh^racters in that country, to suggest 
means for the improvement of thelr police. Arrange- 
ments and checks upon evil propensities, must be 
accommodated gradually to the existing State of 
Society. The Intention of all governments is to render 
human nature as perfect as possible, since from this 
perfection results the security and the comfort of the 
whole; but errors and imperfections incident to 
human nature are unfavourable, and ever will be so, 
to such a State of things, which can only be main- 
tained by good and appropriate laws, wisely and 
prudently admihistered. 

If the Information I have transmitted, or what I 
have communicated in this and my former letter, 
(which I hope you have received,) can be of use in 
promoting any of your benevolent objects for the 
benefit of your country, it will aflFord me the sincerest 
pleasure. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient and 
Very faithful servant, 

P. OoLaUHOUN. 

A List of Books and Pamphlets transmitted to Thomas Eddt. 

Trticts on the Education of Youth, and the Poar. — 
Two volumes oontaining a series of reportSj of the 
Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor in 
London, d&c. A series of numbers containing the 
remaining reports, down to the presenfperiod, thirteen 
in all. 

Tracts on the means of supporting the PooTy andpre- 
venting Idleness and Vagrancy. — Preliminary Sketches 
on the Poor, by Jeremy Bentham, Esq. sent by the 
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desire of the author. Letters to F. Colquhoun, Esq., 
on the subject of the Jewish poor in the metropolis. 

Tracts andpapers written during the late scarcity in 
Oreat Britain and /rfi/anrf.— Suggestions for econo- 
mizing human suhsistence, during the scarcity, with 
various Tracts and Addresses written by P. Colquhoun, 
Esq., during that eventful period. 

HirUs on Beneßcence, and Tracts ofi Analogaus 
Fevers. — Hints on beneflcence, in three volumes 
by Doctor Lettsom, sent by the author's desire. — 
Tracts on Analogous Fevers, and Fever Hospital in 
Dublin. 

Tracts applicable to the Police^ to the Corruptian of 
Morels, and the prevention ofCrimes, — Observations on 
public houses in the metropolis,. (two copies,) by P. 
Colquhoun. A Treatise on the functions and duties 
of a Constable, explaining in what manner the police 
of England is at present conducted, by P. Colquhoun. 
This wOrk, with a few alter ations, will apply to 
evei^y part of the United States. Nothing upon the 
same plan has ever been published. 

Financial and Police Reports. — Two volumes con- 
taining a history of the flnances of Great Britain, 
and the system of public offlces, &c. The twenty- 
eighth report in the second volume relates to police. 

Penitentiary Establishme7its. — Ponoplicon System 
for reforming criminals, by Jeremy Bentham, Esq. 
Two letters by the same author, drawing a compari* 
son between bis system and the present mode of 
transportation to New South Wales. Reports on the 
penitentiary establishment in the county of Dorset, 
sent by William Morton Pitt, Esq., member of Par- 
liament. Rules and Orders proposed for the better 
management of the House of Correction for the 
county of Middlesex, situated in Cold Bathfleids, 
Clerkenwell. 

Prisons in Engend. — A survey of the prisons in 
England, with a view to the relief of Poor Debtors, 
by James Nield, Esq. 
17* 
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Cammercial PoZice.— Regulations of the port of 
London, and Instructions to Reve Constables, by P. 
Colquhoun. ^ 

Ä packet from Jeremy Bcnthnm ßsq. to Mr. Eddy. 
— ^Mr. Eddy will see that Mr. Bentham bas read bis 
worlc on tbe New York State prison. 

List cfpapers inclosed — also pamphlets. — 1. A State- 
ment or summary view of tbe prisoners committed 
to Newgate for trial in tbe year 1802, witb the 
various results. 2. Introductory letter to tbe fourth 
volume of the reports of tbe Society for Bettering the 
Condition of the Poor. 3. Extracts from Doctor 
Williams' publication on the eflfects of dram-drinking, 
three copies. 4. Extracts of cases of tbe typhus 
fever, recovered by affusion in cold water. 6. Hints 
for making straw bats, &c. 

Tbe letter, to which tbe annexed is an answer, is 
missing. It related to tbe agency bere spoken of, 
respecting tbe Constable estate. 

Netih Yorky 5th mo. 22d, 1803. 

EsTEEMfiD FrIEND, 

Almost Immediately after recelving tby esteemed 
favour, of the lOth February last, business called me 
from tbe city, from which I have been absent several 
weeks. This must be my apology for not sooner 
replying to tby letter. During my absence, I have 
been to Philadelphia, and have made some inquiries 
concerning tbe matters to which thou hast requested 
my attention. 

It would aflford me very sincere pleasure to be of 
Service to one, for whom, thougb personally un- 
known, I cherish the bighest respect and esteem, and 
wböse benevolent and active exertions, to dimlnish 
tbe evils of civil society, Claims the gratitude of every 
Citizen of the world. 

In consenting to take upon me tbe agency of tby 
lands bere, it is proper for me to State, that, having 
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devoted the last seven years^ whoUy to the promotion 
af a favourite object, the amelioration of the penal 
laws, and the establishment of a penitentiary house 
in thlB State, I have been prevented from bestowing 
the necessary attention to my private affairs. 

This object, which I have had so much at heart, 
being now so far accomplished, and put into a train 
of süccessful experiment, as to permit me to wlth- 
draw from that close application which has been 
hitherto requisite, I shall have leisure to attend to 
other things. 

Some property which I have in Vermont, and Penn- 
sylvania, will demand my earliest regard. Not in- 
tending to return again to mercantile pursuits, I 
mean to give some portion of the remainder of my 
life {as Providence may spare it) to the service of the 
poorer classes of society. — It would not, therefore, be 
agreeable to have any considerable obstacle inter- 
posed, which may impede the course I wish to pur- 
sue. — But the scheme of action I have proposed to 
myself, will not prevent my using every exertion to 
promote thy interests, and to fulfil thy wishes. 

In whatever I do fqr thee, I beg to be elearly under- 
stood, as disclaiming every pecuniary compensation, 
beyond the actual and necessary expense attending 
the transactions ; but I may find it for thy interest, 
and my own satisfaction, to use the advice and assist- 
ance of my particular and valuable friend, William 
Johnson, Esquire, of this city, whose disposition will 
prompt him to feel an equal and lively interest in 
whatever concerns thee, as he has read thy works 
with Singular avidity and pleasure, and has conceived 
the highest respect for thee; and if he can be Induced 
to accept it, I should cheerfuUy relinquish to him 
every compensation which thee may feel disposed, 
in the result of the business to bestow. — I should pre- 
fer, If it meets thy approbation, to have bis name in- 
serted wiüi mine, in thy power of attorney, as from 
my intimacy with him, founded on a clear knowledge 
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of his integrity, bis pbilanthropy, and exceHent 
talents, that it would decidedly be to tby interest and 
advantage. 

I intend to send tbis letter by tbe Juliana, Captain 
Brown, and shall deliver to his care a small box, 
(marked Patrick Colquhoun, Esquire, London,) con- 
taining twelve copies of tbe Account of New-York 
State Prison, and an equal number of tbe last report. 
A packet contains two, wbicb tbou wilt be so good 
as to send to William M. Pitt, Esquire, wbose obliging 
letter and reports merit my wärmest tbanks. — To 
tbe politeness of Jeremy Bentbam, I feel mucb in- 
debted, and request bis acceptance of two copies of 
tbe same book, tbe residue are intended for tbyself, 
and otber friends. 

I bave not yet time to read all tbe books wbicb 
tbou sent me ; but intend to do so very soon^ and 
sball write to William M. Pitt, and Jeremy Bentbam. 
Tbis is intended as a letter of business ; in my next 
I shall speak to thee on tbe subjects mentioned in thy 
most valuable interesting letters, received in answer 
to mine, by Charles Wilkes. 

Should an edition of tbe work, I bave sent, be 
printed in London, it would add mucb to its value, if 
tbe last report (now sent) w&s printed with tbe ap- 
pendix, as it contains results more flattering than 
tbose of any former ; some preliminary remarks, by 
tbyself, or Jeremy Bentbam, would stamp a greater 
vcQue on the work, and give it a wider circulation. 
I am, with very great regard and esteem, 
Truly, 

Thy assured friend, 

' Thomas Eddy. 

New York, 7th mo. 15/A, 1803f. 
EsTKEMED Friend, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge tbe receipt of 
thy very acceptable and instructive letter, of 16th 
February, and to request thee to accept my sincere 
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ttaanks for the Information It oontains ; . and, particu- 
larly, for the truly valuable and interesting collection 
of books and pamphlets, with which it was accom- 
panied. These productions display, In a most stri- 
king manner, the zeal of the English nation (distin- 
guished above all others for its extensive practice of 
Christian charlty) in the great cause of benevolence 
and hnmanity. The perusal of them will furnish 
many valuable hinfs to myself and others, in this 
country, and animate us to foUow the illustrious 
example which you have set before us. Happy for 
US, many of the evils which afflict and deform the 
more populous societies in Europe, either do not exist 
among us, or only appear in a small degree. This 
exemption is the result of the peculiar State of the 
country, where the wants of men are easily supplied, 
the incentives to industry and enterprise numerous 
and powerfui, and temptations to vice comparatively 
ÜBW. Thy excellent remarks, however, on public 
education, and the preventive system of police, are 
applicable to America, as well as every other nation ; 
and I have thought them of so much importance, 
and so likely to do good, that I have taken the liberty 
to make thy letter public ; Coming from one so dl»- 
tinguished for his knowledge on the subjects, and 
whose char acter and Station Claims the highest re- 
«pect, they will have much greater weight than any 
thing that could be said by one of our own Citizens. 
I trust the motives which have actuated me, will be 
a sufläcient apology for the freedom I have taken in 
giving thy letter to the world. 

Your Society for bettering the conditlon of the poor, 
Is a most excellent Institution, and cannot fall to pro- 
duce the most happy effect. This, and similar asso- 
ciations, reflect the highest honour on your country. 
The immense sums bestowed in charlty, and the 
active exertions of so many entightened and digni- 
fled characters, in works of benevolence, is indeed 
witbout example. If the good produced be, in any 
2A 
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degree, proportionate to the extent of the means em^ 
ployed, inuch misery must be prevented, and many 
evils be exterminated. Your efforts in establishlng a 
preventive system, and in diffusing a knowled'ge of 
the means of self-correction to the lower claases of 
Society, are the wisestthat can be imagined; you 
iitrike at once at the root of the tree of evil, instead 
of lopping a branch here and there, which, sooner 
or later, shoots out again in ne^ vigour. 

The United States, particularly those states in 
which slavery is unknown, or almost eradicated, 
possess Signal advantages for securing themselves 
from the dreadful evils which oppress society in Eu* 
f ope ; happy will they be, if they have foresight and 
wisdom enough rightly to estimate, and use, the 
means that Providence has been pleased thus to pul 
into their hands. 

A law passed our State legislature, authortztng the 
Corporation of thls city to erect a prison for itolitarj 
confinement, to be solely for the punishment of petty 
offenders, to be kept on low diet, and in sc^tary 
apartments, for a term not exceeding ninety days ; 
some accounts of this plan may be seen in the 
account of the State Prison, page 63. From observing 
Ihe effects of this mode of pnnishment, in the State 
Prison, where it is used to correct those who violate 
the rules of the prison, by profane swearing) quar^ 
relling, want of cleanliness, or neglect of their alloted 
task of labour, <kc., I have been led to belleve it is 
the most elficacious that can possibly be adopted. 
The average number of convicfa is nearly 400, most 
of whom observe a uniform, regulär, and peaceable 
eourse of conduct ; the hardened and refractory are 
kept in good order, by occasional putiähment In the 
cells, which strikes such a terror on their minds, that 
it often happens, that not a Single person has been 
punished for eight or ten days. Certain I am, that a 
punishment of this kind will be far more beneficiel 
than that of the Brldewell, or even the State Prison, 
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Air a «h<Mrt term ; nothing so effectually subdues the 
iBtemperate and ungovernable passions of men, and 
cbecks the growth of depraved habits. I am appre- 
henslve the prison will not be erected the present 
year, but I retain a strong hope that the plan will 
be carried into effect. 

By the JuUana, Captaln Brown, I sent a small 
box, contatning a humber of copies of the account of 
the State Prison, and reports for 1802, for thyself and 
friends. The flattering result of this Institution, tö 
be found in this report, constitutes one of the most 
pleasing circumstances of my life, since it not only 
exhibits the practicability of a system caiculated to 
produce the greatest good to society, but has entirely 
removed those strong prejcidices against it, in the 
mindB of many good men, who often treated me as 
au enthusiast, and visionary, but who now are ad- 
mirers of the establishment, and the wärmest ad- 
vocates for the pres^at penal code. 

I have the farther pleasure to stäte, that there is 
abundant reason to t^onclude, that the profits on the 
labour of the convicts, for the cürrent year, will be 
considerably greater than at the time of the last 
report. I indose an abstract of the accounts for six 
months, ending the Ist of the present month. Should 
it be thought expedient to reprint the " Account of 
the Prison" in London, it would add very much to 
the value of the new edition, if the report last print- 
ed was subjoined^ and it would give it additional 
credit and circulation, if some remarks were prefixed 
*by thee, such as would naturally occur to thy mind* 
and wbich thy leisure might permit thee to make? 
If this is undertaken, I should be glad if the bbok- 
seller might be directed to send me ohe or two hun- 
dred copies, to be distrlbuted in this country, and I 
will remit to him the cost. 

On a late vislt which I made to the Penitentiary 
house in New Jersey, I was disappointed to find 
that the plan of the building was bad, and little 
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adapted to ans wer the design of such an establlsh- 
ment ; the Keeper appears to be a decent and respect- 
able man, and well qualified for bis Station; the 
apartments are not so cleanly as I expected to find 
them. There are flfty-nine convijßts confined, flfty- 
seven men, and two women, who appeared decent, 
orderly, and industrious ; they were employed in the 
manufacture of nails, shoes, and cloth. The Inspec- 
tors are very worthy Citizens, who reside in the neigh- 
bourhood of Trenton. They informed me, that the 
Profit on the labour of the convicts, was sufBcient to 
defray the expenses of the prison. It is about four 
years since its estabishment. 

I also visited several times the prison of Phila- 
delphia. This building was erected hefore the alter- 
ations were inade in their penal code, and Is, there- 
fore, not well calculated for the purpose of a peniten- 
tiary. Prisoners before conviction, vagabonds. and 
disorderly persons, are also kept there, and the Sys- 
tem of Order, &c. does not appear equal to that of 
New York prison. This diflference is not to be im- 
puted to any inability, or want of attention, of the 
Inspectors of the former, but to circumstances not in 
their power to control. Unfortunately for Pennsyl- 
vania, the vast niimber of emigrants, from every 
country, who have settled there, and the violence of 
party spirit, tend much to distract the government, 
and destroy the influence of its best Citizens. The 
politlcal changes in the administration, caused by 
this spirit, have also been extended to the peniten- 
tiary, and those who have most contributed to its 
establishment and support, are displaced to make 
way for new men, whoUy imfit to manage its con- 
cerns. The friends of the Institution feel apprehen- 
sive of the eflfects of this change on its future pros- 
perity. It is, indeed, to be lamented, that the spirit 
of political parties should be so violent, as to check 
the progress of improvement, in what so essentially 
concerns the safety and happiness of all. But I must 
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iq^logize for toucbing on subjects of a poUtlcal nar 
ture, so foreign to the design of this letter, and the 
habits and pursuits of my life. 

The penltentiary house in Virginia has been estab- 
lished about three years. The Inspectors are respecta- 
ble, good men, and are appointed by the Governor and 
Council, who also appoint the principal Keeper. I 
am informed, political reasons influenced the Governor 
and Council, in the appointment of a principal Keeper, 
who disagreed with the Inspectors, and refused to 
submit to their directions, and is said to be a very im- 
proper person for his place. This proves the proprlety 
of vesting in the Inspectors the power of appointing 
the Keeper, and making them responsible for his con- 
duct. On the 5th January last, there were sixty-eight 
convicts, who were employed mostly at making nails 
and shoes. They are allowed meat only two days 
in the week ; other days, mush, with a small portion 
of molasses and potatoes. The laws of Virginia 
direct, " that the male convicts shall have their heads 
and beards close shaven, at least once in every week.'* 

The foundation of a similar prison, has been laid, 
ihis year, at . Boston. The state of society in Maa- 
machusetts, is so very favourable to good order and 
improvement, the oplnions and habits of the people, 
so consonant to the true principles of liberty and good 
government, that there is every reason to expect that 
this establishment will be equal, in every respect, to 
any in America, and, I have no doubt, will reflect 
great honor on the State which formed it, and on the 
Inspectors who may have the management of its 
internal government. 

The comparison made by thee, between the num- 
ber of convicts in Scotland, and this State, is extreme* 
ly unfavourable to the latter, and I am unwilling to 
admit the inference that might be made from it. As 
to the State of society here, I am certain, that a much 
less number of criminals escape conviction here, than 
ia Great Britaiu, an effect that may be asorifoed to 
18 
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tbe stnallness of population, the facility of deteetion, 
great vigilance lu the police, and the mildness of our 
punishments. If this be true, the calendar of our 
coavicts may appear comparatively larger here, 
while the number of crimes may be, in part, much 
less- than in Scotland. But, on this point, I do n6t 
possess Bufücient information concerning that coun- 
try, to draw any satisfactory conclusion. Both there 
and here, spirituous liquors are, undoubtedly, the 
great corruplers of morals. Alcohol, in all its modl- 
fications, is the insidious enemy of virtue and happi- 
ness ; it saps the foundation of all the useful qualitles 
that belong to man, and is the great cause of the 
increase of vice and criminality. How is this Wide 
spreading mischief to be destroyed l By an entire 
Prohibition of home distillation, and a heavy impost 
and excise on foreign spirits. But this is impractica- 
blc here ; no legislature wöuld dare to pass such a 
law, and no administration could carry it into exe- 
cution. A partial application of impost and excise 
has produced some effect, yet no great, in diminish- 
ing the consumption in the country. It- is painful 
to reflect, that it is only in our power to attempt par- 
tial remedies, and to endeavour to regulato what we 
catmot prevent. I hope, with the assistance of 
others, to procure the adoption of a plan to prevent the 
increase of taverns and dram Shops in this clty, and 
to lessen the number of those which already exist. 
Iregret that it is not in my power to make ah ade- 
qüate return for the large fund of väluable informa- 
tMa ivhich thou hast been so kind as to send me. 
I can only reiterate my grateful thanks to thee for 
thy liberal Communications, and to assure thee, that 
I am, with sentiments of great respect and esteem, 
tily viery obliged friend, Thomas Eddy. 

New York, 6tk monih, 20th, 1804. 
B0T£embd Fbiend, 
I bave to tbank thee for thy kind favour, of indos- 
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lüg me Lancast^s pamphlet on edncation, Wfaleh 

has afforded me a considerable degree of satisfacUon, 
and I have been so much pleased with the outUnefl 
of ity that l have had one thousand oipies printed 
in this City and Philadelphia I flauer myself his 
plan will be adopted in our schools, when it becomes 
more generally known ; and I hope to introduce It 
in a very large school, which I expect soon to gel 
established under the protection of our city Corpora- 
tion, for the benefit of poor children, who are at 
present under the care of our alms house. I should 
be much gratifled to obtain such printed accounts as 
have been published of your schools, established ' on 
the plan of pramoting industry, as well as useful 
learning. 

In the course of last year, some persons were 
appointed inspectors of our State prison, who, in my 
opinion, were no way qualifled to promote the design 
öf the Institution, and whose opinions respcctlng the 
generai management and econoniy were widely 
different from mine, in consequence of which, my 
Situation there became so unpleasant, that I was 
Induced, iri January last, to resign my place as an 
inspector. I devoted seven years in endeavouring to 
isstablish this excellent Institution, and am not a 
little mortified, that there is some reason to appre- 
liend «11 my labours are like to be lost. I have, 
however, the consolation of having the most satiafac- 
tory and pleasing pröofs of the mairked approbatlon 
&f every offleer in our government, and of all my 
friends. Some of the convicts, about three weeks 
Bince, set Are to the prlsori, and destroyed the whole 
of the rbof of the north wing; it iÄ now repairing, 
and will söon be under cover. * This circumstance bap- 
pened, in consequence of neglect in the assistant 
keepers, who have all been appointed lately, as all 
the old ones resigned immediately after myself and 
the old inspectors. 

I have delivered \o Captain Matlock, of the ship 
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Hardware, a small packet, containing reports ot tbe 
Inspectors for last year, and also an account of tbe 
New York Hospital, which has been lately published 
linder my direction. 

I am, witb tbe greatest regard and esteem, 

Tby assured friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

To P. CoLQüHOUN, London. 

London, 8th Ätiguatj 1804r 
Mt De AR SiR, 

I am quite ashamed to discover, on recurring to 
my correspondence on the affairs of pbilanthropy and 
humanity, that I have been so long your debtor for 
a reply to your favour of the fifteenth of July last 
year, which reached me on the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember foUowing; since which period, even until 
this hour, my time has been so constantly occu- 
pied, by a necessary attention to a great variety 
of public business as a magistrate, a deputy lieutenant, 
&c., that I have had scarce any time for those pur- 
suits, to which I am so much inclined to direct my 
attention. This circumstance, however, has not 
prevented me from establishing two schools in the 
City of Westminster, where I reside ; the one for 200 
boys, who, with the assistance of monitors, selected 
from the most acute of the pupils, act as ushers under 
one mc^ter ; and I have also establised since, a school 
for 200 girls, who are taught agreeably to the same 
System, by one mistress, 

Inclosed I send you one of the proof sheets con- 
taining an account of our proceedings, by which you 
will perceive the vast disparity on the score of 
expense, between the new and öld method of com- 
municating appropriate Instruction to the lower 
classes of the people. I likewise send you one of 
my reports, which Vere circulated early in the pre- 
sent year, which procured us, as you will observe, 
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the eountenanoe and support of the first characters 
residing in this quarter of the metropolis. 

Mr. Lancaster has recelved from me every eounte- 
nanoe and protection in bis laudable exertions, which 
I could afford, either by advice or recommendation ; 
and the result has been, that many of our philan- 
thropists, as well as some of our first nobility, have 
visited him, and now afford him both theiv eounte- 
nanoe and protection ; and you will perceive from the 
inclosed advertlsement, that he has attempted the 
gigantic task of teaching by bis own efforts, no less 
than ans thomandboys^ with the assistance of monltors. 
I consider his System as a great and important dis- 
covery, favourable to the improvement of the rising 
generation, in habits of religion and morality ; and 
I trust and hope, it will become universal all över 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the United States ; as a 
means of ameliorating the State of society in future 
times, and of diminishing the mass of crimes, and 
the demand for punishment, among those who are to 
succeed the adults of the present age, whose irregu- 
larities and turpitude cannot easily be kept within 
due bounds. And it is a matter of no little regret, 
that where efforts are used upon proper and correct 
princlples, for checking crimes and penal offences, 
that we find in America, as well as here, cabals, and 
individuals disposed to place obstructions in the way 
of the due and proper execution of every good 
measur^. 

I am very much concerned, (from your letter of the 
20th of June recently recelved,) that you have been 
compelled to abandon the superintendence of your 
excellent Institution of the New York State prison. 
I have no doubt, however, but the abuses, irregularities^ 
and want of economy, Which will result from this new 
and erroneous principle of management, will become 
so prominent and glaring in the view of the Com- 
munity, as to produce that species of paramount 
interference, which will bring back to the aid of this 
2B 18* ♦ 
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excellent Institution, those indlviduals who have 
acquired so mucli credit by its otiginal formation, and 
whose success and perseverance have procured them i 

the approbation of all tbe valuable and rigbt-tbinking 
part of America, and also those of the same spirit of 
benevolent research in Great Britain, who have had ! 

access to kno w and to admire what has been achleyed. I 

I am jnuch obliged to you for the reports sent me 
by Captain Matlack, which I hope to receive in a few 
days. I have in readiness to be sent you, a series of 
reports, published by our Society for bettering the 
condition of the Poor, since the last that I forwarded ; 
and it is my Intention to send you the succeeding 
numbers, as they are published ; also the reports of a 
very active society for the suppression of vice, which 
was instituted in this metropolis about tbree years 
ago, and which has been productive of a great deal 
of good, in disclosing and bringing to punishment 
the perpetrators of acts of debauchery and wicked- 
ness, which, from the degree of turpitude annexed to I 

it, almost exceeds credibility. Such are the evils 
which aflfect large societies, that it requires the con- 
stant and watchful eye of the moralist and the 
philanthropist, to keep them in check. You are hap- ' 

pily free as yet from many of these evils; and an 
attention to the education of youth will be the only 
means of prevention ; since, in the course of time, large 
eitles will arise in America, and a population equal 
to all Europe will cover its forests in less than a 
Century. 

I am much gratified to find that my remarks on 
public education and preventive police met your 
approbation. Notwithstanding the unexampled be- 
nevolence and munificence which pervades this 
country, the interruptions we experience in obtaining 
wise and salutary laws, in consequence of the wars i 

in which we are unhappily involved, Is very great. 
This excessive calamity obstructs the adoption of 
many wise and salutary regulations, which the State 
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of Society imperiously calls for. I have circulated 
your excellent work on prisons among the very first 
and most elevated characters in this country and in 
Ireland, and I yet indulge a hope, that in the couree 
of Pfovidence we may enjoy the blessings of peace, 
when an opportunity will be oflFered, ere long, to 
foUow the good example that is set before us. Your 
mode of correction by solltary confinement, under 
certain regulations, is excellent; and the result of 
the various experiments which have been made, 
prove it to be wise and salutary, and that the measure 
did not proceed from visionary or enthusiastic ideas. 
Where punishment produces amendment, and restores 
offenders again to dociety, renovated and reformed ; and "^ 
where this great desideratum can be obtained, with- 
out expense to a nation or to Individuais, it may be 
truly aiBrmed, that this great and important brauch 
of criminal police has arrived at the greatest height 
of perfection of which human institutions are sus- 
ceptible: but the misfortune is, that in the afifairs 
of Society, every thing depends on ihepuritt/, the rfw- 
cretion, abilities, and zeal, pf those who conduct public 
institutions. In good hands they flourJsh; while 
under a less careful, zealous, and intelligent manage- 
ment, they retrograde and decay. It is to a diversity 
of opinion, often among well intentioned men, who 
do not well consider the subject, or whose judgments 
are deficient, or their passions predominant, that 
many excellent institutions are imperfect in their 
first concoction, and under thesedisadvantages, coupled 
with want of intelligence and zeal in the manage- 
ment, do not succeed. I am happy to hear so good 
an account of the penitentiary house in New Jersey. 
That of Philadelphia is well known from the various 
accounts which have been given of this excellent 
Institution, and it is indeed much to be lamented, 
that the spirit of party should extend its influence, 
so as to disturb the economy of those establishments, 
which have been instituted for the general benefit 
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of the commuaity at large. Where any public con« 
cern in the minor regulations of the State is going on 
well, changes constanily produce evil ; and although 
men of equal talents and integrity supplant those 
that have heen heretofore in the management of 
gratuitousundertakings, the deficiency of knowledge 
and experience never fall to generate evils, and tu 
check the progress of improvement. 

It is a pleasing circumstance to hear, that peni- 
tentiary houses have been established in Virginia 
and in Boston. Yarious circumstances lead me to 
expeet that the latter will be well managed. When- 
ever political influence is interposed in the appoint- 
ment of offlcers or managers, it rarely happens that 
the best selection is made. 

It is certainly true, that many actual criminals 
escape punishment in Great Britain, and many reiga 
for a number of years, and continue in the pursuit 
of crimes by which they support themselvQs, before 
the public justice of the country can be made to 
attach to them ; and it is also true, that in America, 
from the peculiar State of society, crimes by being 
easier detected and proved, allow very few culprits 
to escape. But this apparent difflculty of conviction 
is chiefly conflned to this metropolis, and to the popu- 
lous towns in different parts of the kingdom. In 
Scotland, however, which does not contain one third 
of the Population of America, it is somewhat similar 
to your country, and I am inclined to believe, except- 
ing in its capital, and two or three large towns, that 
very few who are guilty escape detection and pun- 
ishment. The limited number of crimes in that 
country, is to be attributed chiefly to the attention 
heretofore paid to the religious and moral education 
of the inferior Orders of society. I am sorry, however, 
to learn ifrom persons of intelligence in that country, 
that the progress of wealth, arising from productive 
industry, and the extension of manufactures, has 
produced changes not favourable to the morals of the 
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people, which, of course, will have the effect to generale 
crimes. Such is the evil consequences of natural 
wealth suddenly acquired, that it is always counter- 
balanced by evils in the opposite scale. 

What you have most of all to dread in America, as 
a general corrupter of morals, is the want of a due 
control on public houses and liquor Shops, in your 
bung-hole towna. Untll publicans of all descriptions 
are licensed, and put under strict regulations, the 
abuses through this medium will increase, and pro- 
duce excessive evils, which will be almost without a 
remedy, if notprevented in due time. 

The Prohibition of distillation can never be expect- 
cd in any country, and therefore all we can hope for, 
is a Strang control over those who deal it out to the pro- 
fligate and the idle, and to those Who are influenced 
by their example. 

At the commencement of the last year, I published 
a tract on the duty of a constable, which I flrst meant 
for the Instruction of those in Westminster; but 
in the progress of the composition, while the press 
was going, I was induced to snatch an occasional 
hour from public business, and to extend it so as to 
apply to all England. In the appendix to this tract, 
I have introduced rules and orders for publicans. I 
shall send you this work, with others. You will 
find in it a tolerable epitome of the manner in which 
the general police of England is conducted. I wish 
I could say it was conducted according to the true 
and genuine spirit of the laws, upon which the Sys- 
tem is founded. 

I conclude with my best thanks for the obliging 
Communications you have made to me, and the valua- 
ble books and papers you have had the goodness to 
send me on the interesting subject of Police. 

And I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, 
My dear sir, your very obliged friend, 

P. GoLaüHOUN. 

Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 
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P. S. I am extremely gratifled to hear such 
favourable accounts of Francis Kerr. To your frlend- 
ship and humanity, he owes his being saved from 
misery and desiruction, and I trust his gratitude will 
be commensurate to the extensive obligations he 
owes you ; although, at the same time, I well know 
you consider yourself as amply repaid, in the satis- 
faction of witnessing his reform, as the result of 
your kind interference in his behalf. 

Bloomingdale, 9th month, 2tihj 1806. 

ESTEEMED FrIEND, 

Since I had the pleasure of receiving thy much 
esteemed favour of 8th of August in the last year, I 
have been several timeö ab^ent on distant journeys, 
and have not enjoyed my health equal to former 
years, but this is not sufflcient to excuse my very 
great neglect, and particularly in not acknowledglng 
the receipt of thy very acceptable parcel of books by 
the Alexander, for which be pleased accept my sin- 
cere thanks. I repeatedly intended writlng by dif- 
ferent ships that sailed from New York, but unac- 
countably put it off from one opportunity to another, 
and now not being able to justify my neglect, I have 
only to crave thy indulgence in excusing it. 

The Pamphlet on guineas, &c., by Henry Boner, 
Eaq., aflForded me much entertainment and useful 
Information. The subject of paper credit is highly 
interesting, and particularly so to us on this side the 
Atlantic, where paper currency is largely emited by 
a great number of banks, spread over almost every 
State in the union. The solidity of these establish- 
ments are rendered exceedingly hazardous, by dis- 
counting mostly what is termed accommodation 
notes, which are renewed and continued at the end 
of sixty days, and go on year after year. The bank 
notes issued of course must be very considerable, 
without any thing solid to represent them, except 
the credit of the names of the drawer and endorsef: 
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In my apprehension, the business of banks should be 
ooofined to discounting what is termed business 
notes, except only under some peculiar circumstanceS) 
otherways the credit of the banks is liable to be 
materially injured. 

I am not well acquainted with the affairs of our 
Prison, since myself and coUeagues resigned our 
plaoes. The present inspectors, in my opinion, are 
not so suitable characters for the government of that 
Institution, as might have been selected amongst our 
Citizens; the mode of treating the prisoners is in 
some respects more severe than was thought neces- 
sary by the former board of inspectors, and the profits 
on the labour of the convicts are considerably Short of 
what was produeed the year ending Ist July 1803. 
Cleanliness and good order tbroughout the prison, is 
perhaps as well observed as formerly, and notwith- 
standing the increased expense for supporting the 
prison, the legislature remains flrmly attached to our 
present criminal code, and I trust it will continue an 
Ornament to our country, and serve as an example 
to other governments. 

The excellent sentiments contained in thy several 
letters and the pamphlets thou so kindly sent me, has 
so interested me in the subject of affording a suitable 
education to the children of the poor, that I have been 
much engaged in a new establishment fo^ schooUng 
poor children, who are not provided for by any 
religious society. Our State leglslature have passed 
an act incorporating this society ; the mayor of the 
city Is President, and the public appear much inte- 
rested in its Support. I trust the poor will derive 
great benefit by means of it, and we expect next 
Winter our leglslature will provide sufflcient funds 
for supporting it. It must afford great pleasure to 
every feeling mind, that the plan of affording reli- 
gious and moral Instruction to the poor of your 
country, has so much engaged the attention of so 
great a number of highly respectable characters, and 
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I edncerely hope the time is not very far distant, 
when you will have the countenance and assistance 
of your government in improving your poor laws^ n 
whicb undoubtedly have hitherto tended to increase 
the number, and indeed the misery of the poor. 

I beg thou wilt accept of my most hearty thanks, 
for the reports of the Society for Bettering the Condi- 
tion of the Poor, which I expect to receive the next 
time of my going to the environs of the city. | 

I should be much gratified, if thou wouldst be so 
good as to inform me of the present State of the school 
mider the care of Lancaster. I wrote him about two \ 

years ago, but possibly my letter did not reach himi 
as I had not the satisfaction of hearing from him. 

With great regard and esteem, 
I am, very sincerely, 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

London, lOth October, 1806r j 

Dear S1R9 

I have postponed acknowledging the receipt of 
your acceptable favour, of the 9th September, last 
year, from month to month, in hopes of being able to 
make such Communications on the subject of political 
economy, as I conceived ought to be acceptable ; but 
my public duties have become so multifarious, as to 
afford me less time tban I could wish, although I can 
conscientiously say, that I do not waste a moment in 
any pursuit that has not public or private Utility for 
its object. The banking System, if conducted on 
a proper principle, has certainly a great tendency to 
give efflcacy and extension to human labour, which, 
you well know, is the only source of wealth in every 
country; and, perhaps, no nation upon earth has 
been more indebted to the powerful effect of credit 
and confldence than this„ in giving a spring to the 
industry and enterprise of the people, and thereby 
rendering every species of human labour extremely 
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productlve. I have been tumlng my thoughts a good 
deal of late to thls interesting branch of political 
economy, as It relates to the effect produced in Great 
Brltain, .through this medium, and the result of my 
researches have perfectly astonished me. Seein g 
that the rapid increase of our taxes, and the enor- 
mous public expense, occasioned by the war, did not 
appear to diminisfa, in the smallest degree, the spien- 
dour of living, or the general comfort of the people, 
I was induced to search for the causes which pro- 
duced what appeared to me to be a very extraordi- 
nary phenomenon, namely, the sources from whence 
have Sprung those forty mülions, for the purposes of 
the State, and five millions and upwards, for the Sup- 
port of the poor, and other purposes, and to leave 
behind a surplus sufflcient to enable so considesable 
a Proportion of our population to live in easc and 
affluence. I was apprehensive all was not sound, 
because, in order to support this expense, a new pro- 
perty from labour must be created yearly ; and, the 
questioh to be solved was this, in what manner, 
and by what means is it exacted? — I found after 
much research, that it arose solelj/ from six hranches 
ofindustry^ and that these, upon afuU investigation 
of the subject, upon which I recently occupied myself 
wlthout intermission, for four weeks, secluded in the 
country, amounted to the enormous sum of 222,000,000 
pounds Sterling yearly ! — The produce of the land, in 
vegetable and animal productions, has arisen to a 
height beyond all belief, while the bowels of the 
earth yield a very large Qum annually, from mines 
and minerals. Our manufactures, of every kind, 
produced from labour and machinery, invigorated 
by skill, enterprise, and capital, in working up raw 
materials, have so exceedingly augmented, that our 
exports alone are ascertained to exceed forty millions 
Sterling a year. Our foreign commerce exhibits an 
export and Import, which, together, exceed one hun- 
dred millions annually, and all these sources have 
20 19 ' 
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bcen progrcssively increaaiag, while our colcmial 
East India possessiöns add considerably to the great 
mass of property whlch centres in the country. 

Ist. The value of what is created by 
the produce of the land, Including 
com, cattle, horses, sheep, butter, 
cheese, hay, wood, &c. &c. turns out, 
upon close examination, to exceed 
in value .... 95,000,000t 

2d. The produce Ofmines and minerals 7,000,000 

3d. The net produce of manufactures, 
after deducting the cost of the raw 
materials, at least - - - 90,000,000 

4th. The value of food, obtained by 

the coast, for horses, from labour 1,000,000 

5th. The proflt arising from foreign 

commerce, and for horses - 25,000,000 

6th. The money remitted from colo- 
nial and East India possessiöns, to 
individuals residing in this country, 
and thereby making a part of the 
national income, - - - 4,000,000 



Total, - ... 222,000,000«. 
Such are the resources of the country, by whieh it 
is enabled (exclusively of the resources of Scotland 
and Ireland) to oppose itself to one of the most powet- 
ful tyrants that ever assailed the liberties of man- 
kind, or afflicted the nations of Europe. — And, after 
all, this income is conflned to nine millions of people, 
in England and Wales ; and, high as the taxes are, 
even including 10 per cent. upon income, they do 
not exceed 18 per cent. upon the new property annu- 
ally created; while the national debt in Sterling 
money is not yet much above two years value of the 
national income, while the sinking fund, applicable to 
its reduction, now amounts to twelve millions a year, 
and from the accumulating Operation which it poa- 
aesses, is daily increasing. 
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Such, my good slr^ Is the effect 6t well dlrected 
labour, aided by skill, entetprise, and capital ; and 
such are the means by which England contlnues to 
öhjoy that elevated height to which she has attained. 
Yet, these advantages are not without thelr evils, 
and disadvantages. In the year 1688, ( 1 18 years ago,) 
Mr. Gregory King, an eminent political economist of 
the 17th Century, estimated the national income, at 
48 millions, on a population of 5,500,000 persons ; 
now, it is estimated at 222,000,000/. in a population 
of somewhat less than nine millions, in England 
and Wales. The incovenience we feel, is, that dis- 
soluteness of manners, and moral and criminal 
oflFences, increase with the opulence of the country. 

Our poor, either whoUy or partially, maintained at 
the public expense, have been found, npon an accu- 
rate investigation, to exceed 1,040,000 persons, and 
the whole annual expense, applicable to them alone, 
Is somewhat more than 4,700,000/. a year, which ex- 
ceeds the whole revenue of raost of the nations of 
Europe, and is more than that of Dehmark and Swe- 
den put together. 

In Order, as far as possible, to counteract this gan- 
grene in the ^body politic, and to give energy and 
eflfect to the industry of the country, and to contri- 
bute to its happiness and prosperity, I have publish- 
ed, this last Summer, a tract on the education of the. 
poor, which I send you, under cover. I know you 
will read it with avidity, because it is not only a 
subject in which you have, on all occasions, very 
much interested yourself, but because it is treated in 
a manner somewhat new, while it contains many 
strong points, calculated not only to excite attention, 
but, I trust, to be useful in America, and in every 
civilized country. I am, at present, engaged in. com- 
piling another work on the subject of the poor, which 
Is also treated in a manner different from other au-r 
thors who have written on the subject. I hope, in a 
couple of months, to present it to the public, when I 
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9haU not fall to send you a oopy ; and, I trust, it 
may be found to contain matter applicable to Arne* 
ri€a, where the morals in vulgär life are so assimi- 
lated to tbose of England, tbat the same remedies 
will apply in both countries. You will see, however, 
in the treatise on education, that I have given some 
details, relative to the criminality of the country, 
which I have enlarged upon in the treatise on indi- 
gence, which now occupies my attention. The war 
eases us of many idle and dissolute characters, who 
find employment in the army and navy ; yet, the 
calendar of delinquency greatly exceeds what could 
be wished, and much remains to be done to counter- 
act the evils which opulence produces in society, 
Joined to a want of proper attention to the religious 
and moral Instruction of the poor. You wiJl see, 
from the subject of this letter, that it is only meant 
for your own eye, or that of your private friends. 
I shall soon write you again, and send you the report, 
published last year, by our society for bettering the 
condition of the poor. I fear nothing but legislative 
measures, adapted to the present State of society, will 
produce that general amelioration, which is so much 
wanted. 

I remain, with the greatest regard and esteem, 
Dear Sir, your sincere and affectionate friend, 

P. COLQUHOUN. 
Mk. Thomas Eody, Now York. 

London, 26th Jidy, 1808. 
My Dear Sir, 

I send you a series of the reports which have been 
published for Bettering the Condition of the Poor, 
since I last had "the pleasure of transmitting the 
former ones. I shall, in a Short time, have the plea- 
sure of addressing you on our economical system 
here. I lament to say, that the dreadful State of 
Europe, Imean the continent, tormented by the decrees 
of its extraordinary ruler, excluding cM commercial 
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ifUercaurse; tearingfrom the peticeftd Citizens their best 
hopesy iheir youth^ hy an anticipated canscriptimi extend* 
ing to the year 1810, tofight the battles of csmbition to 
aggrandize hi$ family] the violence done to the* great 
body of the catholics on the continenty by the degrctdation 
4>f the Pope of Rome ; and^ above ally the trecLchery by 
which the Spanish Government is attempted to be 
wrested from its ancient sovereigns, with whom, as it 
now appearsy the mass of the people were well satisfied, 
are features of a nature so atrocious, as when taken 
together, and working, all at once, on the minds of 
so many mlUions of people, can scarcely fall to pro- 
duce results which must bring this lamentable con- 
lest, so productive of the effusion o'f human blood, to 
some important crisis. We have indeed Uved In an 
extraordinary age, which certainly has no parallel 
In the history of the whole world. The affairs of 
Spain now become extremely interesting, but time 
alone can develop the result of this extraordinary 
stTuggle. The Spailiards have now passed the 
Rubicon, and can scarcely recede. The eyes of all 
Europe are turned towards them, and I verily believe 
there 1» only one wish prevails, if they durst (like 
this country) avow it, and that wish is, that they 
may be successful. 

Adieu, my -dear sir ; believe me al ways, 

Yours, sincerely, 

P. GoLatTHOUN. 

^ To Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 

Lymington, Hampshire^ t2th Sept., 1808. 
My Dear Sir, 

I have been waiting from month to month, in con- 
sequence of the constant revolving of things in Europe, 
in the expectation that the gloom which had over- 
cast the political hemisphere would have been dis- 
pelled, and that 1 should be able to resume my too 
long protracted correspondence, by the contemplatlon 
of subjects more congenial to your feelings and my 
own, Ihan those which the present times have gene- 
1»* 
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rated. My constant occupations too, as a maglstrate, 
presiding in a court of justice every day of my life, 
(Sundays only excepted,) while I am in London, Joined 
to other important occupations, I am sure will plead 
my apology for delaying for so long a period, to 
notice your two obliging letters of the nineteenth of 
March and flfth June, last year, which I am ashamed 
to say, that 1 now find among my unanswered let- 
ters. For a good many years past, I tiave been able 
to arrange matters, so as to be able to retire with 
my family for a few weeks during the summer sea- 
son to some part of the country near the sea; and in 
this seclusion, I generally devote my time to that 
species of business which my numerous public duties 
in the metropolis oblige me to postpone. I have, 
therefore, brought to this retired picturesque country 
all my unavoidably postponed letters; and among 
the rest, your two favours above mentioned. 

It cannot fall to afford me the most heartfelt satis- ' 
faction to learn, that the works I send you on Indi- 
gence, and on the Education of th§ Poor, are likely, 
under the sanction of your patriotic exertions, to 
prove useful in ameliorating the State of society in 
America, and of diffusing comfort and happiness 
among the inferior orders in the United States, who 
constitute the mass of the people in all nations. A 
disposition certainly exists in this country, to adopt 
many of the public measures I have recommehded ; 
but I have written at an era, when in the rapid 
succession of the most extraordinary events, fears 
have been generated, even for the security of the 
libertie^ and independence of our own country, 
arising from the growing power of the ruler (rf 
France, and the wreck of nations, and ancient king- 
doms and states, which have, in rapid succession, been 
brought under his sway; and hence, from an atten- 
tion to the primary object of guarding against dan- 
gers, which appeared to become more and more 
imminent, all considerations connected with internal 
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eoonomy , are either neglected or postponed — and my . 
Chief, and only consolation, under such cifcumstances^ 
is thiSj <^ that having put my stq,tements and proofs üpon 
recordy andfinding that they meet the approhation of 
all good men, that the time will conie, (perhaps when 
I cease to exist in this world,) when these writings will 
he legislated upon : and that essential henefit will be 
derlved from them to millions of people yet unborn, 
not only in my own country, but in many parts of 
the civilized world." 

You and I, my dear sir, have indeed lived in won- 
derful times: since the wildest eflforts of the most. 
romantic fancy could not have imaged the extraor- 
dinary events, which for the last fifteen years, have 
been passing ander our review ; and it should seem 
that Europe is now upon the eve of tracing back the 
Steps, which have already so much convulsed it, 
The events which have recently taken place in Spain, 
Indicate a complete revolution in the government and 
char acter of the people of that country^ who, according 
to all human appearance, are likely to succeed in 
their arduous struggle ; the result of which will be, 
that they will secure to themselves a greater portion 
of civil liberty, and may become a great and a pow- 
erful people: while other nations on-the continent, 
emulating their example, and stimulated by their 
success, may also be able greatly to improve their 
existing hard and miserable condition. Towards the 
completion of these great events, under Providence, 
England is likely, by her prowess and opulence, 
greatly to contribute, and thereby to re-establish her 
Influence and preponderance in the scale of Europe, 
This State of things cannot escape the penetrating 
minds of the rulers of America; and I trust will 
incline them to cling closer to the parent country, 
and be less disposed to indulge partialities to foreign 
countries, where Councils are more insidious, and 
where political views and maxims have never, in one 
instance, been directed towards the real interest oU 
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the United ^States; who, if they concede, or appear 
to concede any thing, it is only with a view to make 
America an instrument in the bands of France,, to 
assist her in the min and the subjugation of Great 
Britain, that she may aftewards, in the plenitude of 
her power, also subjugate America. 

When all hopes of commercial intercourse seemed 
to be at an end, with respect to the continent — when 
all the powers submitted to the mandates of a 
formerly obscure individual — Three Short months 
have produced most extraordinary events — The great 
peninsula of Spain and Portugal have thrown off the ' 
yoke. Their ports are not only open, but they are : 

actually now become the allies of Great Britain! — 
What a change!— how vain the hopes of men! — 
how uncertain the issue of the schemes of the most i 

powerful and the most fortunate dealer in war. An 
all wise Providence frustrates at once the arrogant 
pretensions of the boldest, and for a while, the moat 
successful adventurer. 

Lamentable to say, it should seem, that the strug- 
gle for dominion, and the din and clangour of war 
is only commencing. Formerly, it was between an ; 

usurper and ancient sovereigns: now, it is between 
the people at large, struggling for liberty, and the 
different usurpers of ancient thrones. The shutting 
up the ports of Europe — depriving the Pope of his ter 
ritories — the treacherous conduct of the ruler of France 
tmoards Portugal and Spain, and their respective sove- 
reigns — and the forced anticipated conscriptions to the 
year 1810, tearing three, instead of tme son, from the 
bosom of their f amilies, to gratify the ambition of 
one individual: — all these measures taking effect 
within a few months of each other, and all of them, 
either producing immediate distress, or working upon 
the religious prejudices of the mass of the people, 
could 43carcely fall to produce convulsion ; — and hence, 
already Symptoms of the ^irit of resistance mani- 
•fested by Spain, begin to manifest themselves in 
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ttaly, and other parts of Europe, indicating dtepositlon 
towards new revolutions, and new scenes of rapine 
and bloodshed. It must be so/ in order to improve , 
the State of soclety^ since the result of the meastire» 
and pollcy of Buonaparte, has been only to bind the 
people faster in cliains, and to maice tiis vassal kings 
the contemptible instruments whereby these chains 
Were to be rlvetted upon themselves and their people. 
It is only, I fear, by new revolutions, therefore, that 
the ameliorated State of things, which you conceive 
likely to arise out of the troubles in Europe, are to be 
effected. In the meantime, England has gained a 
great point with respect to her commerce ; since, not 
only all Spain and Portugaly but their vast posses- 
sions in the West and east, will be opened to this 
country ; öince these countries and their future inde- 
pendenCe have only been saved, under Providence, by 
her paramount naval power, and her prompt assist- 
ance by armies, militari/ stores, clothing^ arnts, and 
money. 

Let US hope that these evils will determln^ America 
to enter into a close alliance with this country — she 
has nothing to fear from France. Her embargo has 
i'ather been of Service than otherWise to England. 
It will probably throw into the hands öf the British 
the French colönies of Guadaloüpe and Martinique. 
It will cömpel this country to call forth all the ener- 
gies of the British Americah colönies, by large boun- 
ties and other encöuragöments, to cultivate, in a greater 
degree, thöse articles which the United States were 
accüötomed to send to the British West Indies, in 
order to be secured against the recurrence of a similar 
measure — another embargo. The privations suffered 
by a temporafy Suspension of trade between Britain 
and America, will be useful to both countries. It 
Will enable the people to pay their old debts, with- 
out, at the same time, commencing new ones, and will 
cause a great capital to enter with the British credi- 
tor. I declare to you, I never could view the embar- 
2D 
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go in the light of a misfortune to this country — I 
rather consider it as an advantage. My treatise on 
indigence will show you how small a Proportion of 
the national wealtli is derived from commerce, great 
and unexampled in point of extent as it unquestion- 
ably is — perhaps equal to all the nations of Europe 
put together. 

In another point of vie w, it may be considered, under 
Providence, to be the only bar that existed to the 

total subjugatian of all Europe and America to the 
yoke of France. If her maritime power had not 
existed, and she had abstained from, or waved what 
she calls her maritime rights, upon which her power 
chiefly depends, what would have become of the 
World at this era? The United States, but for this 
powerful barrier, must have ultimately fallen under 
the power of the tyrant of Europe ; whose ambition 
has no bounds, and who may justly be considered as 
a scourge in the hands of the Almighty, to punish the 
offences of the nations of Europe, and permitted to 
reign for a time. Let us hope that his career is 
nearly at a close ; and that the nations of Europe, 
convinced of the foUy and the great calamities of 
war, will resolve to cling to the olive branch, and 
cultivate the arts of peace. America, above all 
countries in the world, ought to avoid war— she is 
every way vulnerable, without the means of defence. 
England is not what she was during the war of the 
revolution. Her unexampled naval power has ban- 
ished the belligerent flag every where from the ocean ; 
and powerful as the French are on land, yet when 
they come in contact with British troops on that 
Clement, they are compelled (as has been seen almost 
in every instance) to yield the palm to British valour 
and discipline, Let us, therefore, hope that England 
and America will form a permanent union, eis the 
best means of preserving the peace of the world, and 
promoting the best interests of the human species. 
The attain ment of this great object now that 
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men's mlnds are becoming mofe enllghtened, would 
open an extensive field among the higher ranks of 
Society, for diffusing those blessings which would be 
conferred upon mankind by good laws, and useful 
regulations in civil polity. Much as hals been done, 
It is yet but little in comparison to what is still 
required to complete this great work. I would wil- 
lingly flatter myself, when the happy perlod of peace 
arrives, that the improvements will not be confined 
to the British dominions, but will extend over all 
Europe, and the civilized World. 

The lower Orders of the people, from whose labour 
we derive all that we possessj have never been 
proper objects of attention in any country. Much 
might be done to render them better subjects and 
Citizens — to extend to them greater comforts, by a 
stronger sense of religious and moral duties; and to 
add much to the means of subsisting themselves and 
families in a better manner. The wise and benevo- 
lent rulers and statesmen in every country, have much 
in their power in this respect; whereby a nation 
may be rendered happy and contented with its 
government, indisposed to changes and revolutions, 
and prone by industry and sober habits to add to the 
State of national happiness. Perhaps, at no period 
in the history of this country, has there existed so 
great a disposition among the well educated ranks 
to promote these benevolent views. But war— fatal 
war — checks the progress of every thing that is good. 
Let me hope so great a calamity will never afflict 
the United States. The eflforts of individuals are 
useful in promoting all benevolent purposes : but the 
aid and countenance of the State is necessary, to give 
permanency and consistency to all measures tending 
to ameliorate the condition of the labouring people ; 
and tQ check, where it is necessary, the zeal of indi- 
viduals, when not accompanied by good Judgment. 
H^Qce the immense sums bequeathed in England for 
benevolent purposes, under circumstances often so 



228 LIFE OF THOMAS EDDT. 

crudey indigested, and whimsical, as to be productive ot 
more injury than benefit. Hence, the injuries arising 
from these excellent instilutions, the Friendly Socle- 
ties, as now constituted in this country. We have 
rjesources within our grasp, capable of compassing 
any thingj and everi/ thing, that is good, pralseworthy, 
and benevolent, if we could be made to see how we 
should avail ouraelves of our powers. I trust that 
period is fast approaching, and that new and better 
prospects will enliven our declining years. 

I rejoice exceedingly, to find that the schools you 
have benevolently established through the medium 
of a Society in New York, assisted by my publication 
on the education of the poor, according to Doctor 
Bell's excellent plan, has succeeded to an extent equal 
to your most sanguine expectations. I will be very 
thankful to you for a copy of the report, which the 
trustees proposed to publish, as soon as it is prlnted. 
It occurs to me that an account of the origin, use, and 
progress of these schools, with the advantages which 
have resulted from them, accompanied by some useful 
reflections, would form an excellent article in the 
periodical reports of our society for bettering the con- 
dition of the poor : and if you will have the goodness 
to draw up a paper on the subject, with that particu- 
lar View, I will take care to get it inserted. It may 
induce many in this country to foUow your laudable 
example. 

The bill brought in to the Commons' House of Par- 
liament, for the establishment of parochial schools in 
England and Wales, was lost in the house of lords. 
The System proposed had by no means the approba- 
tion of many respectable persons, who had bestowed 
much time in considering the subject; but when 
peace is restored, the question will no doubt be again 
agitated — or perhaps sooner. 

On the twenty-sixth July, I wrote you a Short letter, 
with the reports of the society for bettering the con- 
dition of the poor which have been published since 
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the former series of reports were sent you. I shall 
be glad to hear that they have reached you in safety. 
Soon after, I retired with my family for a couple of 
months for the beneflt of sea-bathing, several of them 
having enjoyed bad health for a considerable length 
of time, and I found a little relaxation necessary for 
myself, in consequence of the fatigues of business. 
I brought as usual with me, your letters, with many 
others, which the pressure of public busjness in town 
would not permit me to attend to ; and these, with 
my daily correspondents pn official and other busi- 
ness, Joined to some important State papers, which 
required to be drawn up by me with that degree of 
attention which could be best done in solitude, has 
kept me constantly employed. I am happy to say, 
that my family are considerably improved in health, 
and I feel myself better of the country air, necessary 
at my time of life, being now in my sixty-fourth year, 
and not enjoying very good health. 

Mrs. Eddy has not called on me as I expected she 
would do, and the truth is, that having received your 
letter when at Brighton last year, and eiidorsing it 
with other letters which did not require an immedi- 
ate reply, and having a great deal of business on my 
h.ands after my return home, I was prevented from 
referring to it, and under the pressure of other aflfairs 
it totally escaped me ; but I have now taken down 
Mrs. Eddy's direction in my common place book, and 
the moment I return to town, and can find a vacant 
hour (of which I have very few) I will make a point 
of calling upon her, and shall rejoice to have it in my 
power to render her any acceptable Services, either 
by my advice or otherwise. 

On the subject of the Brantingham Tract, I have 
addressed a separate letter to you and Mr. Johnson 
Jointly, to which I beg leave to refer you. 

I remain, with great regard and esteem, 
My dear sir, your very affectionate friend, 

P. CoLaUBtOüN. 

20 



330 LIFE OF THOMAS EDDY. 

New York, 6th month, 19th, 1816. . 
My Dear Feiend, 

A number of benevolent persona of the city of 
Hartford, in Connecticut, have formed an association, 
with a View to establish an institution for the instruc- 
tion of the deaf and dumb; and being desirous of 
availing themselves of the information gained by 
those who have conducted similar establishments in 
Europe,' they have deputed the bearer, Thomas H. 
Gallaudet, to make a Visit to England and France. 
I beg leave to introduce him to thy kind notice, and 
shall esteem it as a peculiar favour, if thou wllt afford 
him such advice and assistance, as may aid him in 
prosecuting the great and good work in which he has 
embarked. 

I send by my friend Gallaudet, a packet contain- 
ing a few pamphlets. 

1. A View of New York State prison, published the 
present year. 

2. Hints for introducing an improved mode of 
treating the insane, by T. Eddy. 

3. Report of the Philadelphia Association of Friends 
for the Instruction of poor childrfen. 

4. Report of the governors of the New York Hospital. 
6. Report of the Free School Society of New York. 
6. A solemn review of the custom of war, showing 

that war is the eflfect of populär delusion, &c- 
I do not know who wrote the view of our State 
* prison ; it appears to me the information it contains 
is very correct. The institution is now conducted 
by persons who are very capable of managing its 
concerns. The great beneflts derived to the public, 
by the alterations of our present System, is acknow- 
ledged by all our Citizens, and similar establishments 
of prisons have taken place in almost every State. 
I am, with much respect and esteem, 
^ Thy aflFectionate friend, 

Thomas Bddy. 

To P. CoiiQXiBOiTN, London. 
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% Holdgate^ near York, 20th of 7th month, 1813. 
Dear Friend, 

It was pleasing to me to receive a letter from thec, 
with the testimony of thy continued remembrance 
and regard; and it afforded me additional satisfac- 
tion to belleve, that as life advances, and its close 
approaches, thy solicitude for the welfare of thy fel- 
low creatures, and a preparatlon for thy own final 
well being, is more and.more ardent and impressive. 
A little longer period will manifest to us both, the 
infinite importance of this solicitude and preparatlon. 

I am pleased to perceive by thy letter, that many 
of you at New York, are deeply interested in pro- 
moting the recovery and relief of insane persons ; and 
I hope you will be encouraged in the pursuit of this 
benevolent and good work, 

I did not know how I could better ans wer thy 
Views and wishes, respecting your proposed asylum, 
than by putting thy pamphlet and letter into the 
hands of my benevolent and zealous friend, Samuel 
Tuke, who has paid great attention to this subject; 
and 1 am gratifled with introducing you to the 
acquaintance of each other. 

Thy request to me respecting the plan for an asy- 
lum, came very seasonably. The magistrates for the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, intending to erect an Insti- 
tution for pauper lunatics, advertised for plans, and 
gave out correspondent Instructions. The result was, . 
the production of a great number and variety of 
plans. That one which obtained the preference and 
the highest premium, thou will find delineated in 
the "Practical Hints" of Samuel Tuke, which I send 
to thee with this letter. This pamphlet was very 
lately published, and was composed by him, to satisty 
the justices on several important points; and I believe 
it received their warm approbation. The work will, 
I doubt not, be very gratifying to thee. Thou will 
perceive that, in order to adapt the plan to your 
Views at New York, he has introduced into it some 
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modlfications. On the whole, I venture to presume, 
that the " Practical Hlnts," the letter of my friend 
Samuel Tuke to thee, and the modified plan of the 
intended Wakefield Asylum, will very materially 
assist you in adopting such a building and establish- 
ment, as will answet the end you have in view. 

I have pleasure in being the Instrument of convey- 
ing to thee these subjects of Information ; and remain 

Thy sincere and aflfectionate friend, . 

LilirDLET Murray. 

To Mr. Thomas Eddy, New York. 

P. S. — My wife joins me in kind remembrance to 
thy dear wife. Remember me also kindly to thy 
ingenious son, who obligingly sent me copies of his 
very neatly executed maps. 

New York, llth month, 28th, 1815. 
My Deau Friend, 

Inclosed is the copy of a letter, addressed by me 
to Barent Bleecker, of Albany. I beg to Claim thy 
attention to the subject of this letter, and if, in thy 
opinion, it would be advisable for the Board of Direc- 
tors of our Canal Company to offer a memorial to 
the legislature, embracing the several matters qpn- 
tained in the letter, it is probable if Will be adopted 
by the Board; if any thing further occurs to thy 
mind on the subject, please inform ine. 

Thou wilt recollect that, when I had the pleasure 
of seeing thee at Albany, we agreed, that it would 
be highly proper for the people in the western part 
of the State, to send to the legislature, this Winter, a 
memorial, urging in strong terms the necessity of 
adopting some plan, for improving the internal navi- 
gation of this State, by means of Canals, &c., and 
proposing one to be made from Rome to Salina. 
Benjamin Wright engaged to correspond with thee 
on the subject of such a memorial ; he is very active 
in endeavouring to promote the plan of beginning 
at Rome. I am perfectly satisfied, that unless you 
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in the western counlry will come forward, and by a 
memorial press the subject on the legislature, we 
shall not be likely to get any thing done. Pleaae 
write me as soon as convenient; and believe me, very ' 
respectfuUy and truly, thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddy< 

To Robert Troup, Eso. 

New Yorfcy llth month, llth, 1816. 
IIespected Friend, 

My friend, Judah Colt, Esq. of Brie, proposed fof 
me to send the inclosed letter for Samuel Huntington, 
Esq. to thy care, as he could not inform me to what 
place to direct it ; thou wilt please forward it to our ' 
friend, Samuel Huntington, as soon as in thy power. 
I have lefl the letter open for thy perusal, and should 
be glad if thou wouldst take a copy of it, which may 
serve to show to thy friends, as you are all equally 
interested in the subject alluded to in the letter — and 
if it meets thy approbation, I should be glad if thou 
would act in the same manner, as if it was addressied 
immediately to thyself. This important subject, I 
trust, will Claim thy most serious and close attention, 
and that with our friend Huntington, you will jointly 
adtopt some plan, to excite an interest in the minda 
of your möst intelligent and influential characterö, 
in different parts of the State. I am, however, well 
satisfled, that nothing would so elTectually hasten the 
business, as a communication being made on the 
subject from your legislature to ours. Very few of 
the members of our legislature are acquainted with 
the geography of your country, and the close con- 
nexion of your Waters with Lake Erie, by which a 
communication may be easily opened extending to 
the Hudson, binding together the interests of both 
States, by means of a close friendship, and extended 
trade and commerce. I shall be much pleased tö hear 
from thee by mail, and am, &c. 

Thomas Eddt. 

To E. AuniM, Ohio. 

2E 20* 
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New York, llth mo., llth, 1816. 
Respected Friend, 

I have had considerable conversation with our 
mutual friend, Judah Colt, Esq. of the town of Erie, 
on the subject of the proposed Canal from Erie to 
the Hudson, and being extremely desirous of know- 
ing the sentiments of the Citizens of your State rela- 
ting to a plan, that appears to me, so interesting to 
you as well as to us, I take the liberty, in conformity 
to the recomraendation of my friend Colt, to crave of 
thee, to give me such Information as may be in thy 
power. I have been, for twenty years, a Director in 
the West Inland Canal Company of this State, and 
have frequently visited our western country ; and as 
oüe of the Commissioners appointed by our legisla- 
ture, for the consideration of all matters relating to 
the improvement of the internal navigation of the 
State, I explored in Company with the said Com- 
missioners all our western waters, as f ar as Lake 
Erie. I mention these circumstances, merely to 
account for the zeal I may discover, in wishing to 
promote an object of the highest importance, and 
incalculable value, as it regards the State of New 
York, and most of the other States in the Union. 
No person who has sufflciently reflected on the sub- 
ject, would hesitate one moment on account of the 
cost, as it is a well known fact, that the resources of 
this State alone, are fuUy equal to the undertaking. 
During the late war, the subject of course did not 
command much public attention, but since we have 
enjoyed the blessings of peace, the minds of most of 
our Citizens appear to be anxious to have it accom- 
plished. Still we shall have many difficulties to en- 
counter — with the timid, who are afraid of the expense 
— and the Ignorant, who are incapable of apprecia- 
ting its importance and advantages. I have lately 
received a letter from a gentleman, who resides on the 
Allegany River in this State, who states he has lately 
been in the State of Ohio, as f ar as the falls of the 
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Oblo, and tbat your Citizens appear to take a very 
decided part in favour of promoting the contemplated^ 
connexion of the waters of Lake Erie with the Hud- 
son River ; ^ and he adds, that many persons expressed 
an anxious desire, that your legislature should make 
a comniuuication > to our legislature on the subject, 
stating the great advantages that would be afforded 
to the State of New York, if this grand project was 
onoe accommplished. On this I crave to remark, and 
beg thy particular attention. If your legislature 
could be Induced to rnttke such a communicationi 
there is not the least doubt to be enter tained, but 
that it would have so much weight with our legis- 
lature, as to induce them immediately to comnlence 
the work. It is true, the commissioners, as well 
as others, have endeavoured to make the legislature 
understand, that the Canal of course would draw 
your trade to New York, but owing to a want of 
knowledge of the geography of the country, they are, 
many of them, incapable of forming a correct judg- 
ment on the subject. It will then be readily con- 
ceived, how much it might enlighten their minds, 
and influence their judgments, if a suitable commu- 
nication was made in the manner before mentioned. 
I beg leave to refer this part of the subject to thy 
serious attention, and possibly it may correspond 
with thy Views, to use thy influence, and unite it 
with other influential characters in your State, to 
introduce it before your legislature. Our sessions 
commence fit Albany in January. Congress have 
large tracts of land in your State — suppose your 
legislature should apply for a grant of a portion of 
land, expressly for the purpose of promoting the com- 
pletion of the Canal, and then you were to offer it to 
the legislature of New York, on condition that the Citi- 
zens and produce of the State of Ohio, should pass 
through the Canal and Locks without paying toll. 
This is offered as a hint for your examination ; you 
are mpre capable of judging as to the mode and mcui- 
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ner of making the communication. I will add, that 
if it should be concluded, tbat such a commuuication 
ought to be made, it would have an incalculable good 
effect, if it could be presented to our legislature 
about the time that the Commissioners oflfer their 
annual report. This may be done, if your legisla- 
ture meets in January, as I am informed it will. 

I send by the mail, two copies of our reports to 
the legislature, and a letter from Robert Fulton to 
6. Morris, on the advantage of Canal navigation. I 
ahall be very glad to hear from thee soon by mail, 

And am, &c., 

Thomas Eddy. 

To Samuel Humtington, Ohio. 

Geneva^ Ontario County, 29th December, 1815. 

My Dear Sie, 

I was favoured, about ten days ago, with your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, enclosing the eopy of one 
from you, of a prior date, to Mr. Barent Bleecker. 

The shortness of the days, and the pressure of my 
agency business, with some other circumstances, not 
necessary to be mentioned, have prevented me from 
returning you an earlier answer. 

As yet, I have received no communication from 
Mr. Wright, on the subject of the memorial, which 
he was to set on foot, at Rome, and other places. 

Last week there was a meeting of the Directors 
of the Seneca Canal Company, in this village ; and 
I embraced the opportunity, which the meeting 
afForded, of Consulting the Directors on the expediency 
of the proposed Canal, from Rome to Salina. I found 
them unanimously of opinion, that the measure was 
well calculated to improve the navigation — that it 
ought to be zealously pursued — and that they would 
individually contribute their best endeavours to pro- 
mote its success. 

The work of canalling the Seneca Falls, is pro- 
gressing with every prosp^ct of being completed by 
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next October, if sufflcient . additional funds can be 
procured for the purpose. The contractor for the 
work is a Mr. Marshai Lewis ; this gentleman seems 
to unite rare talents, with uncommon application, 
and exemplary integrity ; and he has thus far 
brought forward the work in a style supposed lo 
surpass, as well in durability as in appearance, any 
canal work in the United States. This fortunate 
result, however, is in great part to be ascribed to a 
species of stone, discovered by Mr. Lewis, at the head 
of the Seneca Lake ; which is taken from the quarry 
in large masses, is of a blueish colour, and though of 
solid texture, yet it is sufficiently soft to yield, with 
ease, to the stroke of the hammer. Mr. Lewis has 
gone so far beyond his contract, in the good quality 
of his work, that the sum he is to receive will fall 
near ten thousand doUars short of what is requisite 
to flnish it ; to supply which deficiency the Directors 
intend to apply to the liberality of the legislature. 

All our accounts from the settlers in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lake Ontario, and from the traders re- 
siding within our territory, but doing more or less 
business in Montreal, agree that the British have their 
eyes wide open, to the importance of the trade of 
this country, and are adopting measures to secure lt. 
Among other means, they have put in train the build- 
ing of steam boats on the Lake, to carry freight to 
and from 'Fort Wellington, late Prescott ; and they 
are, moreover, contemplating the improvement of the 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, by canalling the 
rapids ; which, it is said, will not be a very difflcult 
undertaking. 

Such being the policy of the British, it behooves 
our State to wake from its slumber — to be active, 
and to strain every sinew of its ability,* to counter- 
act it. I need not observe, on the almost wonderful 
increase of wealth, which the State would derlve 
trom a constant and uninterrupted flow of the pro- 
dnets of this large dnd fertile dlstrict, into the eitles 
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of Albany and New- York. The very Idca of partr 
iug with this wealth, by suffering the producta to 
be carried to Montreal, there to nourish and fatten 
the commerce of a rival nation, cannot fall to exclte 
palnful reflections In the minds of every man whose 
heart Is warmed wlth the love of country. I say, 
that the State ought to straln every nerve of Its ablllty, 
to counteract the policy of the British, because the 
magnitude of the object utterly forblds all hope of 
accomplishlng It by the money contributlons of 
ludlviduals 

What renders it more imperiously the duty of the 
State to interpose with its ability, is the absolute neces- 
sity of regulating the rates of toll by a scale so mode- 
rate, as to make the expense of transportation to Albany 
palpably l«ss, than the expense of transportation to 
Montreal. This is the grand desideratum to be atmed 
at in every scheme for improving the Lake navigation 
between the Lakes andHudson's River. If the expense 
of carriag^ to Albany exceeds the expense of car- 
riage to Montreal, the trader will be sure to send his 
produce to the latter only ; and, if the expense be 
equal, he will be apt to do the same, in as much as 
the Lake, and its outlet, form the natural highway 
for conveying the products of this country to an 
Atlantic market, and the use of this highway is at- 
tended with less trouble and risk, and with greater 
despatch. At all times, and under all circumstances, 
it is difficult to change the course of nature, with 
suceess ; and, in the present case, it ean only be done 
by giving the trader a deep interest in preferring the 
Eastern to the Northern route. 

The expense of transporting a barrel of flour from 
this vlUage to Montreal, is one dollar and aeventy-five 
Cents ; whereas the expense of transportation to 
Albany is two doUars and fifty cents ; and, as long 
M this difference continues, Montreal will be llkely 
to maintaln a successful competition with Albany and 
New York. 
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You wlU readily perceive, my dear sir, from what 
has been said, that I place no confidence whatever, 
in the power of any Company, incorporated on the 
baais of private credit, to reacue us from the crimlnal 
act of permltting the British to sever from the body 
of our commerce what may be truly called its right 
arm. I concelve that the stream of our western 
trade can only be forced into the Hudson by the 
mighty power of our legislature. It is, therefore, 
my clear opinlon, that it will be the true policy of 
our Company to lay the axe to the root of the evil, 
by going to the legislature with a frank and manly 
memorial, representing the immense value of our 
western trade — the measures which the British ap- 
pear to be contemplating to monopolize it — the high 
importanoe of defeating those measures — the utter 
impracticability of effecting thls great object, by the 
eflforts of any incorporated companies, relying on the 
funds and credit of indlvlduals — and praying the 
legislature to put in requisltion its vast resources, 
and by exerting them, to save the State from the dis- 
honour and the mischiefs it will incur, by sitting 
with folded arms, and seelng the dismemberment of 
its commerce. 

I have it in purpose immediately to begln draw- 
ing a memorial to the legislature, corresponding with 
the sentiments herein expressed, and to put it into 
general circulation for signatures. 

With the most unfeigned regard, 
I am, my dear sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Robert Trouf. 

To Thomas Eddt. 

P. S. I have read thls letter to a number of respect- 
able gentlemen in thls village, as well merchants as 
others, and they highly approve of its sentiments. 

R. T. 
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Oeneva^ Ontario courfty^ \lth January^ 1816, 

Mt Dear Sir, 

I have been absent a few days, at Canandai- 
gua, whlch haß prevented my attention to the impor- 
tant businesB of improving our canal navigation. 
Last night we had a meeting of the Citizens of this 
village, and we agreed on a Petition to the legisla- 
ture, and appointed a committee of correspondence, 
to communicate with the other towns in this county, 
and with the towns in the other counties more im- 
mediately interested in the navigation. I think we 
shall, by our proceedings, put this county in motion. 

We have just learnt the proceedings in New- York, 
on the subject of the canal, and are much gratified 
to find they are alive to the importance of another 
application to the legislature. 

Now is the accepted time — no w is the day for adopt- 
ing, and carrying into effect, a policy which is likely 
to be productive of incalculable advantages to the 
commerce of our State. 

I hope our friends in Albany will also be awaken- 
ed to see their interest, and that our applications to 
the legislature will also be sanctioned with one 
. from the great body of its Citizens. 

Our proceedings are in the hands of the printer ; 
and as soon as they are published, I will send you a 
CQpy of them. It may be pleasing to our fellow 
Citizens in New York to see that, in this country, 
we are not unmindful of our duty to them^ or to our- 
selves. 

In great haste, very sincerely your'«, 

Robert Troup. 

To Thomas Eddt. 

Geneva, Ontario county, lOth February^ 1816« 

Dear Friend, 

I have been favoured with your letter Of the 3d' 
instant, and I am not a little pleased at learning, 
that our Western Lock Navigation Company, has 
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lately so much improved in strength^ as, not only to 
walk, but even to run, nearly as fast as any of thc 
bank companies ; In proof of which, I readily admit 
a declared dividend of eight per cent, for thfe last 
year, to be very good evidence. 

We sent our circular letters, with copies öf ouf 
proceedings, to Mr. Wright, Mr. Geddes, Mr. Forman, 
and to various persons in other quarters. On the 6th^ 
instant, I received a letter from Mr. Wright, dated at 
Rome, on the 3d instant, in lArhich he says, << When 
I had the pleasure of seelng yoii in Albany, in No- 
vember, I promised to write upon the subject of the 
canal from Erie. I have delayed until now, be- 
cause we, in this part of the country, have delayed 
actin g; and the memorial from New York, and the 
doings of the meeting at Geneva, has aroused to 
exertions ; and, yesterday, Mr. G. Huntington, and 
myself, made a Visit to Utica, for the purpose of 
meeting the gentlemen there, and conferring on 
this very important subject. Those gentlemen met 
US, and a rough draft of a memorial was drawn 
up) and will be circulated rapidly, and soon be laid 
before the legislature." 

From this extract it appears that Mr. Wright, and 
hls friends, were in a profound sleep, until awak- 
ened by the proceedings in New York, and in this 
vülage. 

I fear there Is too much apathy every where, in 
regard to this grekt State object ; and that I shall be 
disappointed in my expectations of the quantity of 
public opinion that will be carried into the legisla- 
ture. We are collecting the petttions, circulated for 
signature in this neighbourhood, and, in a day or 
two, they will be forwarded to Albany. 

The expense that would attend the appointment 
of a committee to go to Albany, and there act a^r 
lobby metnbers, in favour of the canal, utterly for- 
btds the adoption of such a measure in this county. 

I think I shall be able to procure the Information 
2F 21 
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you wlsh, relative to the canal work at the Seneca 
Falls; and I shall, accordlngly, apply for it, and, 
when obtained, no^tlme shall be lost in transmitting 
U to you. 

I cannot express to you, in terms sufficiently strong, 
my grateful feelings for the New- York memorial. 
Being now in the number of old men, it is almost 
a matter of course that my opinion should have 
little or no weight ; but I assure you, it is my 
•solemn belief, that if the legislature should not be 
able to rise so far above the paltry considerations of 
party spiirit, and local interests, as to come to a level 
with the magnanimous policy of undertäking thß 
canal, as a State work, We max bid adieu to the 
object, and most probably forever ! 

With the most perfect regard, 
I remain, dear sir, 

Your humble servant, 

BOBERT TrOITP. 

To Tbomis Eddt. 

NewTork, 2d mo. Uth^ 1816. 
Dear Friend, 

By direction of the Governors of the New-York 
Hospital, I now send the Petition, annual report, and 
annual account of patients admitted and dlscharged, 
for the year 1815. The House (as customary) will, 
on a motion being made for that purpose, ordcr these 
documents to be printed. The printed account of 
patients will be tedious, and take much time; I 
would, therefore, take the liberty to suggest to thee, 
to direct the printer to serve each member with the 
Petition and Report, immediately as they are printed. 
I mention this, as it is important to bring the busi- 
ness before the legislature, before other business 
crowd on them. 

Our cause is a noble one, and I cannot but enter- 
tain füll conhdence, that our application will be 
favourably received, and acted on with promptness, 
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änd a spirlt of liberality. I belleve thou wilt agree 
with me, that we ought not to expect a sum sufflclent 
to erect all the necessary Ijuildings (say $70,000) 
would readily be granted us, but I am of opinion 
tbey would cheerfuUy allow us $10,000 a year, to bc 
paid out of the fund arising out of the sales of gooda 
sold at vendue ; and, they may more readily do this, 
as the amount from this source, for 1815, will be 
very considerable. A part of this fund is to be paid 
to our Corporation for the support of foreign poor, 
some of this pari might possibly be diverted for our 

Hse, if we cannot otherwise succeed. 

If we could complete this establishment, aU the 
Insane in the state might be accommodated ; and 
the number at this moment in the several counties 
must be very considerable. If this city contains one 
tenth of the inhabitants of the whole State, and has 
one hundred and twenty lunatics, .the number in 
the country must be very great ; but, it is very pos- 
sible, it may not be in the same proportion, owing 
to the use of spirituous liquors being more prevalent 
In the City than in the country. 

If we could obtain 10,000 doUars a year, I would 
jfropose, that the Governors • should open a loan, to 
borrow 70,000 dollars, at six percent; this would 
require 4,200 dollars to pay the interest, and the 
remainder, 6,800, might be appropriated towards the 
expense of supporting the establishment If we can 
obtain this annuity, it will be highly important that 
we should have it for as long a period as possible. 
Stippose (in order to keep the time out of sight) thee 
should move to All up the blank that will be left in 
the dräft of the bill, thus : " Ten thousand dollars, 
annually, in quarter yearly payments, the flrst quar- 
ter to be paid the Ist of May next, and the same to 
be paid every year hereafter, during the period men- 
tioned in the first section of the act, passed 14th 
March, 1806, entitled, *an act for the better and 
more permanent support of the Hospital in the city 
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of New York,' limitlng the period for the paymeat 
of an annuity thereln expressed." 

The crowded Situation of our State prison makea 
it necessary, either to enlarge the present buildlng 
or to erect a new one at Albany, Utica, or some otber 
p}ace. 

The plan of the present prison was entirely my 
own, and, although I vislted Philadelphia, and ex- 
amined many of Ho ward's plans, and was furnished 
wlth several by my friend William M. Pitt, a member 
of Parliament for Dorchester, of prlsons in England, 
yet a most striking error was committed in our 
plan ;— it should have contained 500 rooms, 7 feet by 
9 feet, in order to keep the prisoners separate at 
niffht — in the day they are at work, and have keep- 
ers constantly wlth them, so that they have no oppor- 
tunity to corrupt each other ; — this entirely destroys 
the designs of a penitentiary establishment, intended 
to ämend and improve the habits of the convicts. 
A few years since, one of the commissioners appoin^ 
ed to build a penitentiary at Boston, came to New- 
York, wlth a view to get Information as to the plan 
for them to adopt ; I urged them to have a separate 
room for each prisoner, and had such a plan drawn 
under my direction ; this was adopted, and it is the 
only prison in this country calculated to answer the 
design of forming such establishrnents. Having so 
many ropms, does not increase the expense, as the 
prison need not be bullt so strong, because there ia 
less danger of escape. If another prison should be 
erected, I sincerely hope it may be on the plan of 
having a separate room for each convict. 

Thq number of convicts are considerably increased 
(at least in this city) on account of the sum which 
makes grand larceny — this is twelve doUars and 
a half; it was flxed at fifty doUars, it would con- 
siderably lessen the number of prisoners in the State 
prison. I respectfuUy offer these hints, as some sub- 
Ject relating to the State prison, or the existing peaal 
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lawfl, may be presented to the legtelature, I, also 
send thee a work published some years ago, contain* 
lag an account of tbe prisons. 

D. A. Ogden, aad others, have purchased of the Hol- 
laad Company, the presumptive rights to all the 
Indian reservations in this State, and they are con- 
triving to get the Indians to seil to them for a small 
sum; the poor Indians have been always cheated, 
except by William Penn, who uniformly done them 
Justice, and thus preserved the high esteem and 
regard of the natives, by which means peace was 
preserved in his province, and no war or bloodshed 
for seventy years ; and this would have continued, if his 
grand children, in 1756, had not attempted to cheat 
the Indians, in purchasing tbeir land. In Short, I am 
perfectly satisfied, that in every war tliat has occur- 
red between the whites (Christians !) and IndianSi 
the former has been aggressors. The condition of 
these poor people is shamefully neglected, and is 
truly ileserving our sympathy and commiseration. 
We enjoy,-in a füll extent, every blessing of Heaven» 
on the very land they formerly occupied, in security, 
peace, and plenty, as to game, fish, &c. ; we have 
abundance, whilst they often suffer for want of food, 
clotbing, &c. Under these considerations, it appears 
to me, we ought to do all iü our power to meliorate 
their condition, to protect them from the violence and 
imposition of the white people, and generally to con- 
tribute to their comfort and happiness, as far as cir- 
cumstances will permit. I will take the liberty to 
State hints of a plan, that, in my opinion, might be 
productive of lasting benefit to the Indians. 

A board of seven or eight commissioners, to be 
fielected from the different religious societies, and 
appointed to take into consideration all matters and 
things relative to the Indians within the State, witta* 
out salary. 

Ist. To meet annually during the sitting of tbe 
Legislature. 
21* 
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' 2nd. To appolnt a committee of two, who should 
Visit, yearly, every nation of Indiana in the State — 
Inquire into their Situation and wants, Improve- 
ment in religion and morals, school learning, and 
agriculture ; and use their best endeavours to prevail 
on them to consent to divide their lands into farms 
of 100 acres each, not to be alienated or leased, but 
to descend to nearest relations, &c. ; hear their com- 
plaints of whites attempting to defraud them, as to 
their lands, &c. ; and report to the Board at their 
annual meeting. 

3d. The Board to employ suitable religums chdr 
racters, to reside among the Indians, to instnict them 
in agriculture, the useful arts, and school learning. 

4th. The Board to report annually to the Legisla- 
ture, and recommend the enacting such laws as they 
might deem necessary. 

5th. The Commissioners to be allowed the same 
pay {when on duty) as members of the Legislature. 

6th. To be allowed 3000 doUars yearly, to.be ap- 
propriated as they might judge proper for the bene- 
fit of the several tribes, in order to carry into effect 
the design of this plan. 

As to the sublime project of uniting the Western 
Lakes with the Hudson River — but am fearful thou 
will think me already tiresome — ^I shall, therefore, 
leave this subject for a separate letter. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Eddt. 

: To P. A. Jay, Albany. 

Zd mo. 2d, 1816. 

ESTEEMED FrIEND, 

We have lately been informed by some of our 
friends who reside near the Stockbridge Indians, 
t'hat near one hundred white persons have settled on 
the lands belonging to the said Indians — "that, 
although they have been proceeded against, as the 
VsW dlrects, yet, by their influence with the Chiefs, 
the matter has been so represented to the Governor^ 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDDT. 2iT 

that he and the AUorney General have directed 
that furtber proceedings against them be i^opped 
for the present) and the probability is, that the 
Chiefs may address the Legislature, requestlng a 
law to permit them to remain." 

We are part of a committee of our soclety, appoint- 
ed for the purpose of promoting, among the Indians, 
a disposition of improvement in agriculture, and gene- 
rally to meliorate their condition ; and we have al- 
ways found, that they have been exceeding^y Injured 
in their morals, &c. by the whites getting on tbeir 
lands, and mixing with them. 

From the Conferences which some of us have had 
with thee, relative to the Indians, we have been in- 
duoed to belleve thou feel an interest in the welfare 
of that people, and disposed to exert, not only thy 
private influence, as an Individual, but thy official 
powers, as chief maglstrate of the State, in promoting 
a redressof any grievances they may labour under— as 
well as co'^operating with the well meant endeavours 
of others, so that every proper step may be taken 
which Justice and humanity may dictate in the 
premises. 

We have a confldence that every thing on thy part 
hasy and will be done, for the welfare of the Indians } 
but, as an application may be made by the white 
people to the Legislature, for some law to be passed, 
by which they may unjustly get an advantage over 
the Indians, and as thou art, likely, very much occu^ 
pied at this time, it is possible the subject may escape 
thy memory ; and we, therefore, take the llberty to 
make the present communication, and respectfully to 
solicit a continuation of thy friendly regard, to a de- 
scription of our fellow men, who seem incapable of 
taking care of their own interest, and whose peculiar 
Situation and circumstances seem to demand our 
qrmpathy, and require our assistance. 

Thomas Eddt. 

To GoTernor Tompkins. 
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Landarij I9th Äpril^ 1816. 

My Dear Friend, 

I much fear that I have hltherto omltted to thank 
you (which I now do most cordially) for the very 
interesting pamphlets, which you had the goodneas 
to send me by Mr. Gallaudet, who I had not the plea- 
sure of seeing, until after he had received all the 
Information he required, respecting the Institution 
established here, for instructing the Deaf and Dumb. 
I only saw that gentleman for a few moments, while 
I was engaged in my magisterial duties on the 
bench ; and I regretted much that I had not the plea- 
sure of seeing him afterwards, as I fuUy expected, 
since it was my wish to have shown him all those 
civilities which are Justly due to any friend recom^ 
mended by you. 

I had, also, the pleasure of receiving your letter by 
Doctor Francis, who did me the favour of dining 
with me, and which afforded me the opportunity of 
introducing him to a very intelligent physician, my 
son in law, Doctor Yates, from whom he received 
much of that species of Information, of which his 
.very active and intelligent mind was so eagerly in 
pursuit. Doctor Francis has gone to Paris, but will 
soon return, when I shall be happy to show him 
every attention in my power. 

Among other Philanthropie establishments which 
are yearly rising in the great metropolis, we are 
now anxiously engaged in forming a Pravident In- 
stitutioTtj or Saving Bank^ in the western distriet of 
the city^ upon the principle suggested and explained 
in my Treatise on Indigence, published in 1806, but 
on a far more limited scale. The practical effect 
of these establishments, was first manifested in Scot- 
land, since which they have been extended to several 
towns in England, and are iikely to become very 
generaL Their Utility scarcely requires explanation. 
The object is, to assist the labouring poor to preserve 
a portion of their earnings for old age, and to give 
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them providenthabits. I send you, under cover, the 
plan of our Institution^ which has Just commenced, 
and whieb bas been the result of much discussion 
and deliberation. When Doctor Francis returns, I 
sball trouble bim witb a few of such publi^ations as 
you may wish to possess. My various oeeupations, 
Joined to an advanced period of life, render me lesa 
able than I could wish, to take an active share in 
the management of many institutions of a charitable 
nature, to which I must be satisfied only to be a 
Gontributor. Many of them are excellent, while not 
a few have been established without the aid of that 
caution and good judgment which is calculated to 
produce Utility, which tends to reduce the funds of 
others, whose beneflcial efforts are obvious and cer- 
täin ; and hence it is, that much money is expended 
where little practical benefit results. Our Free 
Schools, for the education of the poor, are now be- 
come very general all over the country, which^ I trust, 
will give a new and improved character to the rising 
generation among the poor, which is so much want- 
ed in England. Referring you to my next, I remain 
alwaysy 

My dear friend, 

Your's aflFectionately, 

P. GOLaVHOVF. 

Mb. Thomas £ddt, Kew Vork 

New York, &th mo. Znd^ 1816. 

SSTEEMED FkIEND, 

Thy very kind favour of 9th mo. 17th, was receiv- 
ed some time since — its interesting details have 
afforded considerable satisfaction, and, with the work 
on the Constitution of Lunaiic Asylums, will be highly 
useful to US. I should have replied to thy letter sooner 
than this date, but the Governors having applied to 
our Legislature för aid towards completlng the pro- 
posed establishment, I waited to know the result, in 
Order that I might inform thee. I have now the 
2G 
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pleasure of statlng, that a law was passed, 17th ult. 
to pay the Governors of the New- York Hospital, ten 
thousÄnd doUars a year, in quarter yearly payments, 
for and during the terra of forty-one years. Thia 
generous and liberal grant, is fully equal to our ex- 
pectations^ and will be amply sufficient to enable us 
to erect extensive buildings, and every other improve- 
ment. We purchased thirty-eight acres of land, six 
miles from the city — it is on high ground, and com- 
mands a most delightful and very extensive vlew of 
the village of Haerlem, Long Island, and the Surround- 
ing country. As to health, and good water, it is 
equal to any in the State of New- York. Some have 
fears, that it is too far from the city; but on that 
account, it appears to me, there is no cause to be 
afraid that it will not be duly inspected — it is true, 
the Governors all reside in the city, but in the vicinity 
of the preniises there are a number of very respecta- 
ble ßuitable persons, (members of the Corporation of 
the Hospital) who would very cheer fully undertake 
the Charge of visiting, &c. so humane arf Institution. 

Several of the Governors have seats in the neigh- 
bourhood, and are out one half the year. It ts pro- 
posed, the intended building shall ac6ommodate two 
hundred patients, calculated for all ranks of life — as 
well those of affluent as indigent circumstances, and, 
also, paupers, who are supported by the city, and the 
respective counties throughout the State — the latter 
to be paid for at the rate of two doUars per week, 
and others from three to ten doUars, according to 
their circumstances, and the accommodations they 
may require. 

In my opinion, if it is well conducted, and managed 
with prudence, it will, not only essentially serve, and 
be a great blessing to the State at large, but may be 
very profitable, and produce a considerable revenue 
to our hospital. I have no doubt, we shall have it 
füll in two years after it is ready to receive patiönts. 
On one part of the premises there is abundance of 
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valuable good stone, but it may not be of a sultable 
or handsome quality, to make a good face for the 
front or outside walls ; if so, I was thinking we may 
put on a coat of rough cast, or plaster — this has been 
done on some of our public buildings, but, in some 
iüstances, it is apt to peel, or fall off, owing (likely) 
to severe frosts, or the want of knowing how to make 
a strong and good cement. In the north of Europe, 
and, I believe, in England, they make a plaster that 
would stand our climate, and would answer the pur- 
pose effectually. I have been told they mix tarras, 
(whlch we have imported from Amsterdam,) or 
Welsh lime, that is considerably exported from Bris- 
tol. If thou could proc^re for me a receipt, from 
some distinguished mechanic, to make a suitable plas- 
ter that would answer the purpose, it might very 
müch serve us, and I should esteem it as a particular 
favour. It is not probable we shall do more this 
year, than lay the foundation of the building. The^ 
remarks in thy letter to me, and thy work, entitled, 
Hints on the construction of Lunatic Asylums, will 
very much assist us in forming our plan, and when 
this is drawn, and concluded on, I propose sending 
thee a copy, in hopes thou wilt furnish us with thy 
observations for our government in improving of it. , 
If any thing farther occurs to thee, that would pro- 
bably improve our plan, or aid us in executing it, I 
should be much obliged by thy Communications, 
Do be pleased to present my wife's love, in the most 
affectionate manner, in which I most heartily unite, 
to Ann Alexander, and very particularly to our be- 
iQved friends, Lindley Murray and wife. I send 
thee the last JBLeport of our Hospital. — ^Lindley Murray 
would be pleased to peruse it. 

I am, thy affectioi^ate friend, 

Thomas Eody. 
SAMm. Tdo. 
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New Yorkj 5th mo. 4^A, 1816. 

Mt oood Friend, 

I scarce know how to begin this letter, as I feel 
ashamed and mortified that I have so long negleeted 
replying to thy last very acceptable communication. 

I rejoice to find such a number of your good people 
in England are engaged so devotedly in improving 
the condition of the lower classes in society ; your 
Bible Society, and the immense sums raised for the 
poor, who have suflTered by the calamity of war on 
the continent, is truly astonishing, and I sincerely 
trust and believe, will procure the blessing of Divine 
Providence on your nation. The Communications of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, show that genuine 
religion is held in vener ation, in many parts of the 
continent, to a much greater extent than many here- 
tofore believed. I trust it will yet appear more fuUy 
in France, notwithstanding that deluded nation seem- 
ed to have been dead as to any sense of it. As the 
spirit of our most holy religion spreads over the 
World, the condition of mankind will be meliorated — . 
the minds of meif will be softened, instead of being 
fllled with bitterness, revenge, and hatred — ^they will 
. learn of Christ to love each other, and thus, in God's 
own time, an end be put to war and bloodshed. 
O wing to the late war, the morals of the people of this 
country have been (as was reasonably to be expected) 
much injured. Notwithstanding this, there is a ge- 
neral religious improvement evidently increasing 
amongst all denominations of Christians — so that I 
entertain a hope, which, I trust, is well grounded, 
that, on the whole, we are growing better. Bible 
Societies are established in all directions of the United 
States, except Virginia, and other slave states,* and 
great att^ition is paid to schools, and otherwise to 
improve the State of the common people. 

• In most of these states, Auziliary BSbk Societies have since been estab- 
lished. 



LIFE ÖF THOMAS EDDY. 263 

Prisons, on the plan of our State prlson, are estab- 
ilshed nearly in every State. The affairs of our 
prisons have been, of late years, sadly mismanaged, 
otherwise the avails of the labour of the convicts 
would be sufflcient to defray the annual expenses. ^ 

I have been, for some time, much engaged in im- ' 
proving a plan of an establishment for the accommo- 
dation of insane persons ; the mode of treatment that 
ought to be pursued, (and which was recommended 
by me to the Governors of the New- York Hospital, 
in April last year, of which communication I now 
send a copy) is the one adopted at the Retreat, by the 
Society of Priends^ near New York. 

The Governors have purchased thirty-eight acres 
of land, about six miles from the city, and propose 
to erect a building to accommodate two hundred 
lunatic patients — the thirty-eight acres to be divided, 
and laid out in walks, gardens, &c. for the amuse- 
ment and exercise of the patients who are flt to par- 
take of useful employment and recreation. Our 
Legislature has acted very liberally, and generously 
granted us 10,000 doUars a year, payable quarterly ; 
one half of this sum will enable us to make a loan 
pf 80,000 doUars, so that we shall have very ample 
funds for erecting suitable buildings, and making 
every necessary improvement. I send thee the last 
Report of the Governors, which contains a memorial to*" 
the Legislature on the subject, and fuUy explains the 
plan we propose to pursue. About a month ago, I 
attended the Legislature, at Albany, for the purpose 
of aiding our application, and obtained the loan 
alluded to, granting us the above-mentioned annuity, 
for and during the term of forty-one years. 

Itf is a considerable time since, that I met with, in 
the duarterly Review, an account of thy very impor- 
tant publication on the wealth, power, resources, &c. 
of the British nation, and I have been extremely 
anxious to procure a copy ; it is highly spoken of by 
those who have met with it in England, and it is 
22 
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wonderfuUy stränge, that I cannot meet with a Single 
copy in this city, or Philadelphia. 

Our Free School Society, under the patronage of 
the State, Is in a flourishing Situation ; we have two 
schools under our care in this city, containing about 
one thousand scholars; we have ample funds, and 
propose to erect two other school houses next year. 

There are now a school in every town' in each of 
the counties throughout the State, all under the 
patronage of the State ; the sum of 60,000 dollars is 
now divided among them, according to the number 
of scholars in each school, and this fund, in a few 
years, will reach 200,000 dollars ; besides this, they 
are oblig^d, each town, to raise, by tax, a sum equal 
to what they respectively receive from the State. 

I shall esteem it as a very particular favour, if thou 
will be so good as to continue thy correspondence on 
the general State and improvements of the numerous 
benevolent establishments in England. 

It is owing to thy very valuable correspondence 
with me, that our New- York Free School is in so 
flourishing a Situation as it is at present, and that the 
condition of the poor, in many respects, have been 
considerably improved. 

I am, with the wärmest sentiments of esteem and 
regard, thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 

To P. Coi^aüHOUN. 

P. S. Inclosed in a packet, per Jeremiah Thomp- 
son, to be sent by him from Liverpool, per coach : 

1. Memorial on Canal, from Erle to the Hudson. 

2. Report of Female Association. 

3. An act concerning Common Schools. 

4. Report of Free School Society, for 1814. 

5. Hints respecting improving the treatment of the 

Insane. 

6. Report of New York Hospital, for 1816. 

7. Account of New York Free School Society. 
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London^ 14/A «/tute, 1816. 
Ht dear Sir, 

On the 3d instant, I had the pleamire of receiv- 
ing your esteemed and acceptable letter of the 5th 
ultimo.— No doubt can be entertained of the benevo- 
lence and good dieposition of our nation, where the 
charity of all ranks, who have any thing to spare, 
ramifles in all directions. Besides tbe relief afforded 
at home, nearly hjalf a million of money has been sent 
to Spain, Portugal, Germany, and Russia, dnring and 
slnce the war, for the relief of the sufferers. In the 
course of the last and the present year, nearly a mil- 
lion more has been raised from individuals for the re- 
lief of the wives, and families, and relations, of the 
soldiers who feil at the great battle of Waterloo ; be- 
sides a reward to those who survived this great strug- 
gle, which terminated a war of unexampled length, 
and which desolated the greatest part of Europe. 
Bat this benevolence is not confined to one object. 
It has ramified in all directions. The sums sübscri- 
bed to the Biblo Society, has been immense ; and no 
doubt is entertained of its being supported in prefer- 
ence to charities of every kind. 

I trust that you and I shall never, in our days, see 
the öword of war unsheathed. There appears now 
a strong disposition on the part of the spvereigns and 
rulers of all the great po\yers in Europe, to cultivate 
the arts of peace. The still perturbed and unhappy 
Mate of France is now the only circumstance that is 
likely to disturb our tranquillity. 

Our legislature, now freed from the distresses of 
war, is sedulously devoting itself to the State of our 
Police and internal policy. Mendicity, mad houses^ 
aavmg banksy the pauper System, &c. <fec., at present 
engage their attention : and the leading object is to 
promote humanity, and to improve the State of Soci- 
ety by edueation, provident habits, and good laws, for 
the preve^ntlon of moral and criminal offences. 

A penit^itiary house, on a very targe scale, ispart- 
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ly finished, in fields within the liberty of Westmln- 
Bter, at the public expense, with all the Improvemeuts 
which experience has suggested, and a bill is now 
In the house, for regulating insane establishments, 
and appolnting periedical visitants for the purpose of 
promoting humanity and preventing abuses. But, 
after all, much remains to be done. A continuance 
of peaee may do much. The legislature, however, is 
perhaps very properly slow in adopting new mea- 
sures and in abolishing old customs. These feeMngs 
do not operate with the same force in a new country. 

I am surprised to find that my last work on the 
Population, Power y and Revenue of the British Empire, 
had not been on sale m America -^ as the fir3t edition 
went off in eight months, although a very expensive 
book on account of the number of tablesi I have no 
doubt of its being reprinted in America. Already there 
are two translations of the work in German, and I 
believe also in French. I believe Mr. Clay, when here, 
carried out a copy of it. He told me he intended to 
do so. I send you under cover an epitome of this 
work. It has been purchased by the ministers of all 
the nations of Europe> as well as many other foreign- 
ers. Through the medium of this work, much has 
been disclosed on sublects tending to promote the 
happiness of nations, and to prevenjb many of those 
errors by which their decline has been effected. 

It is a pleasing circumstance, to find your country 
is foUowing our example, with respect to free schools. 
We, at last, discover here, that the. gener al education 
of youth is not only the best prop to the State, but to 
the happiness and prosperity of the people. I trust 
your schools are established on a stable basis, which 
can undergo no unfavourable change by the death or 
removal of the first benevolent founders. For want 
of this, many excellent institutions have fallen into 
decay, when their original founders were no more.. 
As yet, our legislature has afforded no pecuniary aiö 
to the numerous schools established in this country ; 
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they are entirely supported by the benevolence of the 
public. I trust, ere long, their permanence will he 
secured ^y a national Institution, embraeing the whole 
Population. 

I feel much gratified by the opportunity you afford- 
ed me, of making the acquaintance of Dr. Francis. 
A mind more ardent in the pursuit of useful know 
ledge, perhaps, never existed ; and, I have^ no doubt 
he will, in a few years, stand at the head of his prö- 
fession. I introduced him to my son-in-law, Dr. Yeats, 
who is an able and learned physlcian, ; he entertains 
a high oplnion of your friend's talents, and, I am 
sure, will, at all times, be happy in the opportcmity of 
being üseful to him. 

My health declines, a» may naturally be expected, 
as old age approaches ; but, upon the whole, I have 
no reason to complain. Regularity and temperance 
are my Chief and best medicine for all complaints. 

I shall always be happy to hear from you, and to 
make sueh Communications as I conceive may be 
useful to mankind in general ; but let me entreat of 
you, my good friend, not to make my letters public. 
Engaged, as I constantly am, in a great variety of 
pursuits, I can only snatch a moment eccasionally tot 
private correspondence, which can never be sufflcienf ly 
correöt for the public eye. 

I send by Dr. Francis, a parcel, containing such 
publications as are likely to prove interesting to you. 
A list of them you will find hereunto annexed. 

With every sentiment of esteem and respect, 
I remain always, dear Sir, 

Yours, truly and affectlonately, 

P. CoLQUHOVBr* 

To Mr. Thomas EddY , New York. 

1. An Account of the different Saving Bwiks re- 
cently established. 

2. Hand and Posting Bills, relative to the Bank in 
Westminster. 

2H 22* 
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3. The 36th a,nd 36th Report of the Society for Bet- 
tering the Condition of the Poor. 

4. The New School for Education. 
6. The Barrington School. 

6. Report — Indigent Blind. 

7. Report — Refuge for the Destitute. 

,8. Report — Relief of the Working Manufacturers. 

9. Report— Relief of the Poor. in the City of Lon- 
don. 

10. House of Recovery in Typbus Fever. 

11. Society for the Encouragement of Sunday 
Schools. 

13. Scheme of Finance. 

Oeneva, Ontario County^ 9th Deeemherj 1816. 

SiR, 

The letters, dated on the 18th July last, and 
which, as Secretary of the Board of Commissioners, 
constltuted by the act, entitled, " an act to provide for 
the Improvement of the internal navigation of this 
State," you addressed to us, respectively, came to hand, 
with their enclosures, in due season. 

We have forborne advertising our appolntment, or 
taking any step to procure and receive subscriptions 
in lands, or money, to be applied to the construction 
of the contemplated canals, from a conviction that 
an appeal to our fellow Citizens for valuntary aid, 
under existing circuinstances^ would be premature. 
Until the Legislature has passed an act, whereby the 
public faith is pledged for beginning and complet- 
ing the canal, we apprehend no discreet Citizen will 
be disposed to deprive himself of the use of his land, 
or money, for a considerable period of time. The 
sole object of the act appointing the Commissioners, 
is to obtain, from their report, a mass of useful In- 
formation, for the purpose of guiding the judgment 
of the Legislature, in deciding on the expediency of 
undertaking, or rejecting, the proposed enterprise. 
Although we are well persuaded that the trusts re- 
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pofied in the Commissloners will appear to have been 
executed with great ability, and the utmost fldelity, 
yet, their repprt, from the novelty and magnitude of 
its subject, may induce the Legislature to seek fur- 
ther Information, before it finally decides on the 
course to be pursued. Thus, a final decision may 
be delayed longer than the ensuing Session of the 
Legislature ; and, when every proper source of Inform- 
ation has been exhausted, that decision may be 
against the enterprise. There is nothing in the pre- 
sent act to preclude such decision ; and hence we 
are of opinion, that the act furnishes no adequate 
motives for private subscriptions, eith^r in lands or 
money. 

We submit these sentiments to the Commissloners, 
with all deference, and we remain, with respect, 

Robert Troup. 
John Nichols. . 

S. Yoimo, Esq. 

New York, 12th mo. lOth, 1816. 

iEsTEEMED FrIENDS, 

Your favour of 28th ult. was last evening laid 
before our Committee on Indian Affairs, and we 
were directed to communicate to you such remarks 
as we might judge suitable, relating to the subject 
alluded to in your letter. 

Many of our Committee have been, for some time, 
attentive to the Situation of the Seneca nation, and 
have had great fears lest they might be sadly im- 
posed on, by the person who has purchased the Pre- 
emption right of the Holland Coippany. It may be 
useful to State, that all the land on the west side of 
the River Genesee, belonged originally to the ^ate of 
Massachusetts — that is, the right of soll, or the exclu- 
sive right of pnrchasing the same of thelndians; the 
right of Jurisdiction has always been consldered to 
be in the State of New York. The State of Massachu- 
setts sold their pre-emption right to the whole coun- 
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try, to Oorbam Hc Phelps, and tbey flold to Robert 
lUorrifi, and he to the Holland Company ; tKe latter 
(several years ago) purcbased all the sald land of the 
Indiana, except certain tracts which they reserved, 
one Bituated at the Cattaraugus, one at Buffaloe, one 
on AUegany, and one on Genesee ; possibly there 
may be more. The Holland Company sold their Pre- 
emption right, for the whole of these reservations, 
(we are told at 60 cents per acre,) to a person who is 
now a member of Congress, and resides at Hamilton, 
on the St. Lawrence. About three years ago, he 
employed Joseph Richardson (formerly of Perkeom- 
ing, Philadelphia county,) to hold a treaty at Buffaloe, 
for the purpose of trying to persuade the Indians to 
exchange their reservations for lands (which he said 
he owned) on White River, in Dlinois Territory ; you 
know the result of that treaty, and are, likely, ac- 
quainted with the remarkable speech of Red Jacket. 
This treaty was unlawful, as the laws of the United 
States prohibit any treaty being held with the In- 
dians, for the purpose of purchasing their lands, 
unless a Cofnmissioner appointed by the President should 
. be present All the reservations are said to be lands 
of the very first quality, and particularly the one at 
Buffaloe, which is very valuable ; a part of it, adjoining 
the village, is said to be worth from 100 to 200 doUars 
per acre, if the Indian title was extinguished. It 
has been said, that on an average, that reservation 
would seil for more than thirty doUars per acre — 
possibly this may be estlmating it too high. The 
present holder of the pre-emption right is esteemed 
a respectable man, and, perhaps, would be more 
scrupulous in the meäns he might use, in effecting 
his purchase of the Indians, than some others mlght ; 
yet, as the temptation is powerful, and as in the 
general practice of men, (who are commonly called 
honest,) it is really considered not to be criminal to 
impose on Indians, advantage has been taken of 
their ignorance and credulity; — a manis character 
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80etns not to be lessened in the esteem of bis acquaint- 
ance, If he should endeavour to get the Chiefs in a 
State of intoxication, in order to gain their influence 
over the nation, with a view that he may make a 
profitable bargain* It is, we believe, true, that the 
consent, or act of the Chiefs, binds the whole nation, 
in sales of their lands ; but, generally, the whole are 
consulted, yet often (mostly) the Chiefs are bribed to 
consent, in order to influ^ence the others. Although 
no treaty can be held for purchasing without a Com- 
missioner, appointed by the President, be present, to 
prevent the Indians being imposed on, yet It would 
probably not be difflcult for hiin to get such a man 
appointed as would answer his purposes. Many per- 
sons, (high in Office in this State,) who profess, and, 
indeed, seem to be well disposed and friendly to the 
Indians, have openly and decidedly given their opi- 
nions, that it would be better for them to seil their 
reservations, and remove to some remote Situation to 
the Westward ; they say that now they are exposed 
to a constant intercourse with bad whites, who sup- 
ply them with ram, and in every way try to cheat 
them, and corrupt their principles, and, if they re- 
main, the consequence will be, that they will be soon 
extinct. They add, that the Christian party, at 
Oneida, owing to their having more intercourse with 
the whites, are more depraved than the Pagan party. 
It is, perhape, not in our power to say, whether such 
removal would, eventually, be better for the Indians 
or not; but it appears to us, that if they should gö 
far West, they wil^ still be exposed to the same evil, 
and would suffer still worse, from a kind of white 
people, who are not so much under the restraints of 
law as the same description of whites who now 
Surround them. At present, the influence of many 
respectable persona, who reside near them, servee 
much to Protect them from ft^quent inJury and im- 
Position, and the assistance they would, from tin^e to 
tirne, receive from Friends, might, at least, preaerffe 
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thetn from going backwards, and possibly tend ta 
advance them in agriculture, &Ci Taking a view of 
the whole subject, In all its various ramlftcatiöns, we 
cannot but believe it would be most for the advan- 
tage of the Indlans, to remsdn on their respective 
reservatlons. 

It may be useful to examlne, Ist. Suppose the In- 
dians should conclude to seil their present posaes^ 
sions, is it expedient for Friends to oflFer them assist- 
ance and advice ? 2nd. If it is deemed proper for 
Friends to interfere, then what course would be most 
advisable? 3rd. What advice should be given to 
them, in case the Indlans should ask for it? 

In reply to the first proposition, we are of oplnion, 
that if they should conclude to seil, it would not be ex- 
pedient to ofFer assistance, or advice, unsolicited, as 
it would irritate the person who holds the pre-emp- 
tion right, and the conduct of Friends might be 
wrongly represented to both Indlans and whites, and 
in many ways it might prove injurious to the cause 
in which we are engaged. 

In reply to the second proposition, we think Friends 
cannot be indifferent spectators, if the Indlans should 
agree to dispose of their lands, as our minds are im- 
pressed with a belief, that great unfairness would 
most probably be shown towards them. It might 
be right to interfere, so far as that a sub-committee, 
from your general committee, might wait on the 
President, and confldentially communicate to him 
the propriety of his being on his guard in selecting 
a person as Commissioner, urging to him th^ neces- 
sity of appointing a person of established good repu- 
^ tation, of undoubted integrity, and purity of charac- 
ter. If the Indlans are induced to make application, 
and solicit the advice of Friends, it appears to us 
Friends might (and perhaps ought to) afford every 
assistance and advice they might require ; but, even 
then,. it would be necessary to exercise great pru- 
dence and circumspection in every movement. 
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In reply to the third proposition— If the Indiana ask 
for advice, after they may have determined bn a sale, 
the advice proper to be given them must depend 
upon circumstances that may then be unfolded. If 
they ask for advice, whether they had best remove 
to the westward, or, if it would be best for them to 
remain on their reservations, the sentiments of 
Friends might then be communicated to them, and, 
if they should be fixed in their intention to make 
aale, perhaps it might be well to propose to them to 
aell one of their reservations, or, if each reservation 
belongs to a particular tribe, then each tribe to seil a 
Portion of their respective reservation ; for the remain- 
der, (not sold,) they might, perhaps, be persuaded to 
employ a surveyor, and have it divided into lots of 
100 acres each — a lot to be the separate property of 
each Indieui family — to go by descent to nearest kin^ 
in the same manner as estates with us. . 

We have thus far, in freedom, endeavoured to ex- 
hibit to your view, our sentiments, as they have 
occurred ; and have been more particular, as the lands 
are in this State, and, therefore, thought, perhaps^ 
you might' not be acquainted with all the circum- 
stances connected with the subject ; but as you have 
been longer conversant with Indian affairs than our- 
selves, we leave ihe subject to your farther investiga- 
tion, and, if at any time we can be useful, we will 
very readily attend to any farther Communications 
you npay think proper to make to us. 

As to the Situation of the Brothertown Indiana, 
we may inform you, that many years ago, (perhaps 
thirty,) the Oneidas, taking into consideration the 
Situation of the remains of several tribes of Indiana 
on the east end of Long Island, Narraganset, and 
other parts near the sea shore, concluded to make 
them a present of a piece of land, (now called Bro- 
thertown,) six miles Square, without the power of 
alienation. Some families of those Indians mpved 
on to thia tract, and the white people aoon got in 
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among tbem, persuaded the Indiens, when in a slate 
of intoxication, to seil them their Improvement, wlth 
several lots of 100 and 200 acres. About the year 
1794, a deputatlon of Indians, from Brothertown, 
came to spme Friends of this city, and stated their 
Situation to be very deplorable, owing to the imposl- 
tion and very bad conduct of*the white people, whom 
they had admitted into their settlement. Two 
Friends went with these deputies to the Govemor, 
and the Situation of the Indians were represented to 
him. Agreeably to the Orders of the Governor, the 
sheriff took a number of ci^il officers, and turned off 
the intruders. In two years after this, the Indians 
came again to New York, and represented that the 
white people had returned with additional numbers. 
and that their Situation was now much more deplo- 
rable. The subject was referred to the Legislature, 
then in Session. An act passed, appointing three 
Commissioners to proceed to Brothertown, and adjust 
the business, with the concurrence of the Indians^ in 
any way they might be of opinion would be most to 
their advantage. It was agreed by the Commis- 
sioners, with the consent of the Indians, to set off in 
one corner of the tract, about 6000 acres, and settl^ 
the same in lots of 50 to 100 acres to each of the in- 
truders, who were to pay the State for the same live 
or six doUars per acre, the state to pay the intercst 
(seven per cent.) on the proceeds of the sale (amount- 
ing to 2169 doUars a year) to three persons, to be 
appointed superintendents of the affairs of the Bro- 
thertown Indians, to be laid out by them, for sup- 
porting a school, and other purposes, for the beneflt 
of the Indians. The remäinder of the land was divi- 
ded into 100 and 50 acre lots, and allotted, 100 to a 
family, and 60 to a young man. By an act conflrm- 
ing the acts of the Commissioners, five Indians were 
to' be annually appointed, called peace makersywho 
were to act the same as Justices of the peace, to hold 
a court monthly, to settle differences, and issue exe- 
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cution to an Indian constable, for debts under ten 
doUars, &c. This act you may find in the revised 
laws of New- York, passed 1813. (See 2d vol. page 160.) 
You may, likely, meet with it at the Mayor's Office, 
er with some lawyer in your city. 

We are your aflfectionate friends, 

Thomas Eddy. 
And for Samuel Parsons, by his request, 

R. R. Lawrence. 



New York, Ath mo. 9th, 1817. 
My dear Friend, 

I return thee my most sincere and wärmest thanks 
for thy kind letter and valuable pamphlets, sent me 
by Dr. Francis, and should, before thia time, hisive 
made my acknowledgments for these favours, had I 
met with a suitable opportunity of a person by whom 
I could have sent some tracts. 

I have the pleasure to State, that at Hartford, in 
Cojonecticut, they have formed a valuable and exten- 
sive establishment for instructing the deaf and dumb, 
which has been aided by their legislature, and con- 
siderable subscriptions of private individuals of that 
State, and Citizens of this and other adjoining 
States. The Institution is to be under the superin- 
tendance and management of my friend, Gallaudet, 
who will have, as an assistant, a Frenchman who is 
deaf and dumb, and who was a professor, several 
years, in the Institution at Paris. Nothing of the 
kind exists in any other part of the United States ; 
and, in my opinion, the Hartford establishment will 
be sufficient to serve all the states north of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Among the many Philanthropie institutions with 
which your country abounds, there is none that ap- 
pears to me more likely to be useful than saving 
banks. They are certainly most admirably calculated 
to be beneficial to the poor, by promoting amongst 
21 23 
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them a spirlt of Independence, economy , and Industry . 
Immediately on receiving from thee an account of 
the provident Institution in your metropolis, I pro- 
posed to a number of my friends to establish a simi- 
lar one in this city. A plan was formed, and a 
number of our most respectable Citizens agreed to 
undertake tlie management of it ; but we found that 
we could not go into Operation witiiout an act of 
Incorporation, for wtiich we made an application to 
the legislature, and tlie result is not yet known. 

An act is now before our legislature, for comple- 
ting a canal from Lake Erie to the Hudson. Our 
mutual friend, John Grieg, Esq., has with him a map 
and proflle of the track of the canal, the inspection 
of which will be interesting to thee. 

We have now, in this clty, twenty-seven Sunday 
schools, at which 5000 scholars are instructed. I 
lately visited two of them, kept for black people, 
adults ; at one of them, I noticed two black women, 
one of them seventy, and the other ninety years old.* 
They both seemed to please themselves very much 
with the prospect of being soon able to read the 
Bible. 

Our legislature passed a law about iwo weeks ago, 
declaring that every person now held in slavery, shall 
be free, after 4th July, 1827. In the eastern States, 
and in the State of Ohio, slavery is prohibited. 

Free schools and Sunday schools are sprec^d, and 
are increasing throughout our State, and our govern- 
ment have made very liberal Provision for their Sup- 
port ; and Bible Societies receive great patronage, and 
are established in almost every part of the United 
States. 

I have lately lost thy excellent and very valuable 
work on Indigence, published in 1806, and shall es- 
teem it as a particular favour, if thou wilt be pleased 
to send me another copy. 

The asylum for lunatics, mentioned In my letter 
of 4tb May> is Intended to be commeneed building 
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Üü« aeason. The plan being adopted througb my 
recommendatlon, I feel myself under an Obligation 
to pay attention to it, and this occupies, at present, 
a great portion of my time. We propose to have 
separate buildings for men and women patlents, 
about 300 feet distant from each other, besldes onß 
other building, remote from these, for violent noisy 
pnUients ; this will be a great improvement on the old 
System, of having them all under one roof. 

There is no one evll prevalent in this country, we 
have so much reason to lament and deplore, as the 
intemperate use of ardent spirits. It is distilled 
mostly from grain, in every part of the United States, 
and sold at about seventy-flve cents per gallon. The 
quantity of brandy, gin, and rum imported from 
Eurape and the West Indies, and Whiskey, &c., made 
in this country, is equal to twenty-four millions of 
gallons, so that, supposing the population of the Uni- 
ted States to be eight millions, this gives to each man, 
woman, and child, three gallons a-year ! In the late 
war, it is supposed six thousand persons lost their 
lives, owing to that dreadful calamity, and that a 
greater number of persons were destroyed during 
that period by the use of spirituous llquors. This 
vice enervates the mlnd to such a degree, that of the 
indivlduals whose habits are fixed in the use of it, 
scarcely one in one thousand leave it ojBT ; attention 
to wives, children, friends, their own interest, health, 
character, rank in life, and reputation, are all sacri- 
ficed to gratify their inclination for this most dreadful 
poison. There appears no remedy sufflcient to eure 
this disease of the mind, but the Operation of the 
power of religion. 

I am, with sentiments of great regard and esteem, 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 

To Patbxck CoLCumoar, Biq. 
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1. Report, d&c. of Committee on Subject of Spirlt- 
uous Liquors. 

2. Seven numbers of Friend of Peace. 

3. Annual Account of Hospital. 

4. Account of Massachusetts State Prison. 
6. Constitution of American Bible Society. 

5th mo. 16M, 1817. 

Respected Friend, 

The Commissioners to connect the navigable 
waters of Lake Erie and the Hudson River, bave not 
yet appointed an engineer, and it is difBcult to select 
a person for so important and responsible a Situa- 
tion. The appointment will be a very honourable 
one, and it is very desirable it should be cönferred 
on a man fully competent, and deserving entire con- 
fidence ; to direct the manner in which the various 
parts of the work should be executed — ^to make con- 
tracts with the workmen, &c. &c. requires a combina- 
tion of talents, industry, and intelligence, that is rare- 
ly to be fonnd in an individual. I have been long 
acquainted with the general character of Thomas 
Moore, of Maryland, and it occurred to me, that he 
would answer the views of the Commissioners, but 
having no personal acquaintance with him, and not 
being possessed of a knowledge of his abilities, suf- 
ficient to justify one to recommend him to the Com- 
missioners, I am induced, by the recommendation of 
my friend J. B., who has just been appointed to the 
mathematical department, as surveyor, to take the 
liberty of making application to thee for Information. 

Not having the pleasure of an acquaintance, I must 
conflde in thy well known public character, and dis- 
position to aid every improvement interesting to our 
common country, to excuse the liberty of addressing 
thee on the above subject, and beg thee to believe me, 
with great respect and esteem, Thy assured frigid, 

Thomas Eddt. 

Thomas Jsffirson. 
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New- York, 6th montkj 15/A, 1817. 

Mt Dear Friend, 

I arrived here the day before yesterday, and I 
have this day received the appointment of surveyor 
for the contemplated grand canal. My friend, Thomas 
Eddy, of this city, has generally been in the first 
rank amongst his fellow Citizens, as an active and 
efficient promoter of useful and benevolent works, 
has long been one of the Commissioners for this par- 
ticular object, and though he is not naw one, still 
retains all his wishes for its success, and the ener- 
gies of his mind are still in füll activity for its accom- 
plishment. He has mentioned, in conversation with 
me, his views, that the task of the ascertainment of 
lines, and the superintendence of the work of making 
the canal, would be too burdensome for one man — 
that the magnitude of the object, would not only 
render expedient, but necessary, the employment of 
two Super intendents, an Engineer, and a Mathema- 
tidan, each in his appropriate department I per- 
fectly accord with him in these views. I mentioned 
to him Thomas Moore, a man whom I know to be 
eminently qualified for the undertaking — of a sound 
and discriminating mind — a judicious and practical 
engineer, and one with whom I shall be glad to act. 
I remarked, that thou wast well acquainted with his 
qualifications and talents, and suggested the proprie- 
ty of his addressing thee on the subject, and request- 
ing thy opinion. He alleged he had no acquaintance 
with thee, but if I would write, he would enclose 
my letter in a few lines from himself. 

I know not whether Thomas Moore would accept 
such an appointment, but I am induced to believe the 
Commissioners would be liberal in their offer ; and I 
also believe bis correctness and economy to be such 
in the application of public money, that more would 
be saved by giving him a salary of 10,000 doUars a 
year, than employing one less qualified for nothing. 
23* 
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Accept, dear friend, my love and affecüonate salu- 
tations. 

IsAAC Briggs. 

Thomas Jefferbom. 

New York^ 9th mo. ZÜh^ 1817. 
Respected Feiend, 

I return thee my most slncere thanks for thy very 
polite and friendly letter, by Captain Brown, dated 
17th May. I have been prevented from sooner ac- 
knowledging the favour, by absence from the city 
for some months past. I now send some books, whicb, 
I trust, will . be interesting, and of which I request 
thy acceptance. Amongst them thou wilt find the 
last Annual Report of our American Bible Society, 
which be pleased to present to your Bible Society. 
If that Society would address the American Bible 
Society, announcing their formation, and forward a 
copy of their Constitution, with a sketch of the pros- 
pect before them, it would be the means of opening 
a correspondence between the two Societies, that 
might prove mutually useful. 

The American Society have printed a number of 
French stereotype bibles, containing the Old and New 
Testaments, and would cheerfuUy supply yours, at 
the cost of printing and binding. 

A highly respectable society has been formed at 
Washington, for the purpose of colonizing the free 
people of colour in the United States. I send thee a 
Pamphlet, stating the views of this society ; but they 
have not yet concluded to what part of the world it 
would be most advisable to recommend their emigra- 
tion. This society is about sending an agent to 
Africa, to endeavour to procure an asylum for them 
at Sherbro, near Sierra Leone, or some other part of 
the continent I am of opinion it would not answer 
for them to go to your Island, unless a permanent 
peace was established. When that happy event shall 
have taken place, it will certainly be more for their 
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interest to remove there, than any other pari of the 
World. Many of them are sober aad industrious, are 
well acquainted with agriculture, and are good me- 
chanics. 

A young man left here a few months ago for Port 
au Prince, who was sent from England by the British 
and Foreign School Society, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing schools in your Island, on an extensive and 
improved plan. I am anxious to know if he is likely 
to succeed, and should be much gratified in learning 
that you have a number of schools, established in 
different parts of thy government. To thy enlight- 
ened n^ind it is unnecessary for me to enlarge on the 
importance of this object, to advance which your 
government cannot appropriate too ftiuch money. 

I have also sent thee a volume of the Transactions 
of the New York Literary and Philosophical Society. 
If you have any pamphlets or other objects, relating 
to the natural history of your Island, they would be 
very acceptable. 

It would affofd me Singular pleasure to render thee 
any Services; and if, in any way, it is in my power 
to be useful to thee in this city, I heg thou wilt freely 
command me. I am, with sentiments of the greatest 
respect and esteem, 

Thy assured friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

To President Petion. 

London, 20th Pebruary, 1818. 
My Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your obliging 
favoür of the 9th of April last, with the accompany- 
ing books and pamphlets, which were safely deli- 
vered by Mr. Greig, and for which I beg you will 
accept of my best thanks. I should have done this 
at an earlier period, had I not waited for Mr. Greig's 
Tctum, which has been protracted far beyond the 
time either he or I had calculated upon. He has been 
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80 obliglng as to take Charge of a parcel for you, in 
which, according to your desire, you will find a copy 
of my Treatise on Indigence, and tiie three last re- 
ports of our Society for bettering the Condition of the 
Poor, with several otlier tracts, which I trust you will 
find interesting. 

It is pleasing to observe the rapid progress you 
make in originating, and carrying into effect, useful 
institutions for improving the State of society in your 
country, in all which you appear to act a prominent 
part ; and well may it be said, that you deserve well of 
your country^ since your whole time and attention are 
bestowed in promoting measures tending to the pre- 
vention of criminal offences, to the religious and moral 
Instruction of infants and adults, to the relief of mental 
and bodily infirmity^ and to the general improvement of 
the morals of the people. , 

You will observe, that so far back as the year 
1806, I recommended Provident Banks, in my Trea- 
tise on Indigence, upon a national plan. The idea 
of such institutions originated with me ; but the pub- 
lic mind was not then prepared for such institutions, 
and I much fear they will not be rendered perma- 
nent under the present System, on account of the la- 
bour attending the gratuitous management, although 
our legislature has afforded them some facilities, with 
respect to the deposits. Had my plan been adopted 
in 1806, I am certain that not less than seven mil- 
lions Sterling of the property of the labouring classes 
would have now been ylelding interest. The insti- 
tutions, however, as now constituted, have become 
populär, and they are spreading fast all over thö 
country ; but the demand for labour, in consequence 
of the happy return of peace, is unfortunately much 
less than the supply, and the poor, out of work, or 
being only half employed, and wages being generally 
reduced,they have little to spare ; but, upon the whole, 
more money is deposited than could reasonably have 
been expected. In 1816, and part of last year, there 
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was much distress in the counlry, itl cönsequence of 
tbe general Stagnation of trade and manufactures, 
and the low price of agricultural prodüce; but of 
late a favourable change has taken place : the ma- 
nufacturers are generally well employed, and the 
agricultural produce makes a fair return to the 
farmers. 

This country has' made great efförts, as well as 
very considerable pecuniary sacriflces, to induce the 
nations of Europe to abandon the odious slave trade^ 
and they are likely to be successful at last ; and^ 
after the lapse of two years, I trust, it will no longer 
exist. We continue to go on here in promoting Phi- 
lanthropie Institutions; but it requires much good' 
judgment, and a perfect knowledge of the world, to 
select those which, in their practical eflffect, shall pro- 
duce that good to the Community, which will com- 
pensate the expense and gratuitous labour which is 
required- Theories are often fallacious, although of 
much prömise, and it is only in their practical eflFect 
that their real Utility is discovered. 

Our London hospitals have undergone much im- 
provement of late, especially since they have attracted 
the notice of the legislature ; and, I trust, they will 
be farther ameliorated. 

We find here the same corruption of morals, arising 

from the immöderate use of ardent spirits in vulgär 

life, which yöu experience at New York. It is a 

malady in the moral world which is difficult to eure, 

and our only hope is, that the rising generation, from 

being better taught, in consequence of the general 

dissemination of free schools, will conduct themselVQS 

with more propriety. The quantity of gin drank by 

the lower Orders of society in' this great and over- 

grown metropolis, in which so many loose and dis- 

solute character& are congregated, exceeds all calcu- 

lation, and tbere is no doubt of many thousands 

being «ent prcmaturely to the grave, by indulging in 

this odious vice. I fiave for twenty-flve years, as a 
2K 
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magistrate, exerted myselt to the utmost to check tbe 
progress of this crying evil, by suppressing liquor 
Shops ; but, as those licensed to seil ale and beer, or 
porter, are also entitled to r et all spirits, the task^ 
became extremely difflcult. In this country it is a 
productive source of revenue. Referring you to our 
mutual good friend for further partlculars, I remain 
always, with the most genuine regard, . 

My dear sir, 
Yours, very aflFectionately and sincerely, 

P. OoLftUHOUN. 
To Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 

New Yorky 6th mo. 7th, 1018. 
Dear Friend, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of thy ac- 
ceptable favour of 3d mo. 5th, which has been com- 
municated to the Board of Trustees of our Free 
School Society. They were highly pleased with the 
care and attention of the British and Foreign Society, 
in procuring a person, by thy account, so suitably 
qualified to take Charge of the schools under tbeir 
care, as Charles Picton. We hope he is now on bis 
passage to this country, and that he will soon be with 
US. Our annual report is now printing, and I hope 
to get a copy in time to send thee by this opportunity. 
We have just established a third school near this city, 
of about two hundred scholars, and we are about 
erecting a school house, (No. 4,) to accommodate six 
hundred, so that at the close of this year the Society 
will have under their Charge about two thousand 
children. The System is spreading in a most remark- 
able manner in every part of this State, and indeed 
very generally through the United States. The slave 
States are much behind all others in every thing that 
relates to religious or moral , improvements. The 
Sunday School Society in this city have succeeded 
In a most wonderful manner. They have thirty-six 
schools open every flrst day, and in^ the whole about 
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ihree thousand flve hundred children are regularly 
histracted in school learning, and much pains taken 
In. their religious and moral Instruction. The best 
ßchool in this city is the African Free School, under 
the care of our Abolition Society. They have in this 
school from two hundred and fifty to three hundred 
children ; besides this, some young women (Priends) 
have a flrst day school for black women. I lately 
visited it, and noticed one woman sevcnty-two years 
of age, and another ninety-one! — Including these 
sehools, and Sunday schools, there are about six hun- 
dred people of colour who receive the benefits of edu- 
cation in this city. 

I should esteem it a particular favour if thou 
wouldst send me a number of your last Annual Report 
of the British and Foreign School Society, and also 
some of the former years. If you have published a^ 
historical account of that society, it would also be 
very acceptable. 

Inclosed is a letter from Mary Elnight, handed me 
by a valuable friend, left open for thy perusal ; he 
requests thy kind attention to have it safely delivered 
as directed. 

During the last sitting of our Legislature, I sent to 
a member the foUowing resolution, and proposed to 
his consideration to offer it to the House of Assembly : 

" Resolved, If the Hon. the Senate concur therein, 
that the Governor be empowered, and he is hereby 
empowered, to appoint three discreet and competent 
persons, Citizens of the State, as Commissioners, for 
the purpose of considering what amendments, if any, 
are necessary in the exlsting penal laws, and to de- 
vise the best plan for the management of the State 
Prisons ; and that the Commissioners, so appointed, 
after due consideration of all matters^and things 
relative to the present penal code, report to the next 
Legislature, such alterations and amendments of the 
exlsting laws relative to crimes and their punish- 
ments, as in their oplnion may best conduce^ to the 
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welfare of the State, by the preventlon ^ cri»M, 
wlth such reasooB and observatioas as they tUMy 
deem requisite^ to explain and elueiddte the cU- 
teratious or improvements they may recomaxusid.^ 
and to inquire into and examine the Atf^ c^d 
Püesent administration of the State Prison, and to 
point out the defects, if any exist, in the manage- 
ment and government thereof, and what alteratiojoa 
and improvements in their opinion may be neceasary ; 
and also to devise and propose a plan of priiaoas to 
be erected in different parts of the State, for the coa- 
flnement of persons convicted of minor offences ; and 
generally to suggest all such other matters, as in. their 
opinion may conduce to the improvement and per- 
fection of the penal code. And that the Comixü«- 
sioners so appointed, be authorized and empowered, 
and are hereby authorized and empowered, to senA 
for persons and papers, and to reduce all examina- 
tions and evidences taken by them to writing, and 
annex the same to their report." 

The foregoing resolution was presented to the As- 
sembly, passed that House, and was sent to the Se- 
nate. I believe it also passed that brauch of the 
Legislature, but am not informed if Commissioners 
have been appointed ; if they should be, their reporti 
I think, might aflFord interesting matter for your So- 
ciety, on the melioration of the penal system. It has 
been a favourite object with me for some years past, 
to have prisons built in districts throughout the State, 
two or three counties to form a distriüJt, for solUary 
confinement, and divided into rooms six feet by nine, 
and to be appropriated solely for the punishment of 
minor ofFences — to be kept perfectly clean and neat^ 
and the term of confinement not to exceed sixty pr 
ninety days i their friends not to be permltted to vi^it 
them, except by special permission in writing, dlrect- 
ed to the keeper of the prison. They should not be 
employed at any kind of work, and no book allowed 
them except the Bible, or some suitable religioufi^ tract* 
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Tbe pten mentipned by thee of a Refonnatory for sbc 
hundred boys, is the wisest and best ever proposed, 
provided it be so bullt as that each. boy be lodged in 
a separate room ; in the day , when at work, they will 
bave keepers constantly wlth them, and then it will 
be very easy to prevent them talklng or having 
any improper communlcation wlth each other; — ^if 
more than one is in a room at night, they would as- 
suredly corrupt each other, and thus your design, or 
reformation, must be defeated. 
. The administration of the New York State Prlson 
has been very badly managed for many years ; the 
amount of expenditures are from twenty to thirty 
thousand doUars yearly more than the amount pro- 
duced by the labour of the convicts. When Frlends 
had the management, it was entlrely dlfferent, as 
will be Seen by my book, published In 1804, a copy 
of which was sent thee some time ago. In Philadel- 
phia, the affairs of their State Prlson are managed 
wlth much care and prudeuce, and the profit 6n the 
labour of the convicts is several thousand doUars 
more than the cost of süpport and malntenance. 
The frlends to the penitentlary System have been 
In some degree dlsappointed as it regards reforma- 
tion of the convicts, and thls, in my opinlon, is entlre- 
ly owing to the Improper construction of our prlsons. 
The rooms are calculated too large, and in conse- 
quence of thls, twelve to flfteen are put in each room 
1^ night, and of course they corrupt each other, and 
it is not unreasonable to belleve that many become 
more wicked and incorriglble from their impri- 
«pnment. The only wise plan then is, for keepers 
to be constantly wlth them during the day whilst 
at labour, and at night, let each one be lodged in 
i^parate cells. 

I have many numbers of the Philanthropist, and 
wmld b^ thankful if thou wouldst direct them to be 
regularly sent me. 

The pftmpblet«, and Montague on PunishncientA, Ac^» 
24 
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came safe, and am much obliged by thy klnd oare 
and attention. 

15th. — We have just been informed of the safe arri- 
val of John Griscom; It is pleasing that he may 
reach London in time to attend the yearly meeting, 
and the annual meeting of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. I wrote him a few weelcs ego, but it 
is out of my power, by this conveyance, as I am just 
warned that the vessel is about sailing; please to 
remember me in the most affectionate manner to 
him. I beg him lo write me very frequently, respect- 
ing his movements, prospects, d&c. I am, very truly, 
thy affectionate friend, Thomas Ejddy. 

To WiLLUM Allen. 

List of Pamphlets directedfor William Allen. — Chris- 
tian Herald ; Monthly Magazine ; Annual Report of 
the Philadelphia School Society ; Memorial from the 
Virginia yearly meeting to the Legislature; Two 
Annual Reports of New York Free School Society, 
1818; Evening Post, containing the Report of the 
Society for the Deaf and Dumb, in Connecticut; 
Gleaner, containing an Indian Speech ; Annual Re- 
port of the Female Association in the city of New 
York, 1818 ; Description and Historical Sketch of the 
State Prison of Massachusetts, 1816. 

X London, 20th June, 1818. 

Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure of writing you on the 20th of 
Pebruary, by my friend Mr. Greig, and I have recent- 
ly had the satisfaction of learning from him, that the 
papers he was so good as to take Charge of, were 
safely delivered into your hands, and that you were 
in good health. You will see by referring to my 
Treatise on Indigence, which I sent you, that I was 
the first to suggest the establishment of saving banks, 
80 far back as the year 1806. Happy would it have 
been for this country, if this, and my various other 
saggestions for the amelioration of society, had been 
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aUended to at the tlme they were brought forward ; 
but the public mind in this country, and particularly 
the Parliament, do not see good objects quickly. The 
proposition was made, when a leading member 
brought in a bill for amending the Poor Laws in 1806, 
which did not pass the Lower House. Thrse years 
ago, the establishment of local banks for savings 
originated in Scotland, and their Utility being (as I 
had predicted) rendered manifest, they got a footing 
in this country. They have recently been recognized 
by government, and there are now about two hun- 
dred establishments in difTerent parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland : but as the superintendence is gratui- 
tous, and the Organization of a nature not to ensure 
permanency, (which was the main feature in my 
plan,) I doubt their success on the present footing. 

A gentleman of the name of Woodson, has propo* 
sed an improvement. He sent me his pamphlet, (a 
copy of which I inclose you,) requesting at the same 
time, that my assistance and influence might be 
exerted in his behalf. He thought he had made a 
new discovery, but was surprised when I showed 
him that I had brought forward a similar plan 
twelve years ago. I assured him, however, of my 
co-operation, and he is now attempting to carry his 
plan into effect. If it succeeds, it will be one of the 
best establishments which was ever made, for the 
purpose of giving provident habits to the poor, and 
of rendering them independent of parish relief, which 
adds greatly in other respects to their comfort. 

Having now reached the seventy-fourth year of my 
age, and having resolved, as soon as I can, in conse- 
quence of declining health, to resign all my public 
laborious situations, and to devote my remaining life 
to charitable objects only ; in the contemplation of 
this retirement, a friend of mine wished to possess 
my papers, that he might give a brief view of my 
public life. This he has done, and I hasten to send 
you a copy of it, from which you will see that I have 
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not devoted any tlme to what is^called the jdeamraUe 
(Hnuiements of li/e. In my progress I iiave encoonter- 
ed many dlfficulties, and have subjected myaelf to 
the most excessive labour, stimulated thereto by a 
convlctlon, that suoeeas would generate pleaolng 
reflectioQS. You too, my good sir, have pursued the 
same track, perhaps in a greater degree» altbough you 
had not so wide a field : but you exoeed me by far^ 
since. to charitable objeots you have devoted yoor 
whole time, while mine has been oecupied by a 
great variety of objects. I trust, however, most of 
them have been useful to my fellovr Citizens. 

I had resisted the solicitations of the editor of the 
European Magazine, to set forth my Portrait, and to 
permit him to introduce my biography into bis work 
für more than twenty years, promlsing at the same 
time, that at a future period (meaning at the close of 
life) I would comply with bis request. I have now 
redeemed the pledge, and the biography now sent 
you, will be found in the Magazine for Marchj Äpril^' 
Mat/j and June, in the present year. Probably the 
three first numbers may have found their way to the 
United States before this reaches you, the fourth is 
not yet published. 

Nothing, in my opinion, will eure the excessive 
evils arising from the immoderate use of ardent 
spirits in your country, (which is even worse than 
here,) than the universal diffusion of properly organi«» 
zed Savings Banks in each of the States, sanetioned 
by legislative regulations. They are calculated 
beyond all other institutions, to give pravident habits 
to the labouring people. Provident habits never fall 
to generate industry, and to promote moral and reli- 
gious feelings. In my treatise on Indigence, you 
will perceive that I call it to be a god4ike work. All 
the regulations and restraints of the legislature, and 
all the ei^orts of the clergy, will, without this great 
auxiliary, be of little avail. 

Our free schools go on prosperoualy : but until they 
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are made eompletely national^ and not made to de- 
pend on voluntary subscriptions, and voluntary Super- 
intendenten I have my fears as to their permanency. 
They should be placed on the footing oif those in Scot- 
land^ established in every parisb more than a Century 
and a half ago, to which is to be attributed the 
superior moral habits of the labourlng classes in that 
country beyond all others in Europe. We expended 
4000Z. raised by subscription, in erecting a new 
school in this quarter of Westminster, for the educa- 
tion of 1000 male and female children, which school 
I founded in 1 803. 1 send y ou our last report. 

We have in this great metropolis, many useful, and 
I am sorry to say, many useless charities, suggested 
by benevolent well-meaning persons, whose minds 
are not sufflciently enlarged to foresee that the expense 
produces little practical results; while others, such as 
the hospitals for the sick and diseased, (where the 
beneflts are unquestionable) are overlooked. Many 
of the wards, in the different establishments^^ are occa- 
sionally empty for want of funds; and the admisslon 
of patients, from this clrcumstance, is precluded. 

Inclosed I send you the under noted publicationSy 
which I hope may proye interesting. 
With great regard and esteem, 
I remain always, my dear Sir, 

Yours very aflfectionately and sincerely, 

P. CoLaUHOUN. 

lAst of Pamphlets endosed. 

1. Biography of P. Colquhoun. 

2. Mr. Woodson on Savings Banks, by Mr. Wood- 
son. 

8. Minutes of a public meeting to promote bis 
plan. 
4. Dialogue to promote Savings Banks. 
6. Report on the Fever Institution. 
6. Report of the Westminster National School. 
2L 24* 
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London, 2ith June, 1818. 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the com-r 
mittee for the improvernent of prison discipline, &c., 
have unanimously elected you an honorary member 
of the Society. 

I request your acceptance of a few copies of their 
report, recently published, containing an aecount of 
their past proceedings, and explanatory of their 
future objects ; and I shall be happy to forward to 
you, from time to time, the future publications of the 
Society* 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Samuel Hoare, junr., 
Chairman of the Commütee. 

To Mr. Thomas Eddy, New York. 

New York, Ith monfh, 8th, 1818; 
My Dear Friend, 

I wrote thee soon aftet thy departure from this 
country, and once since, and about ten days ägä 
received thy esteemed favour, dated, Liverpool, 6th 
month, 7th, which gave the pleasing intelligence of 
thy safe arrival. How highly gratified I should be, 
by being with thee for a few months, and mixing 
with that kind of society, that thou wilt be constant- 
ly meeting in thy tour through England. As this is 
not to be my lot, it would be the next most pleasing 
enjoyment, to hear frequently from thee, with very 
füll details of thy observations on men and things, 
in the course of thy travels. I wag much pleased 
with thy aecount of William Roscoe, and in conse- 
quence of thy recommendation, have put up a large 
bündle of pamphlets, amongst which are accounts of 
Philadelphia, New York, and Boston Prisons. Such 
a man, engaging with zeal in the cause of humanity, 
particularly as it relates to a melioration of the penal 
laws of Great Britain, might do wonders. To eflTect 
this, requires patience and perseverance ;— the whole 
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work may be ruined by men, who in England are 
called Oppositionists or Reformers, (in America, De- 
mocrats,) and who, actuated by an overstrained zeal, 
do not know how to take hold pf things at the right 
time ; like many religious zealots, they press on the 
people more than they are able to bear. The light 
wlth which Providence has been pleased to enlight- 
en the minds of men, as it regards moral br reli- 
gtous truths, is gradual — as was the commencement 
of the abolitiön of slavery. If the good people in 
England, who are now engaged in endeavouring to 
eflfect an alteration in the penal system, act wisely, 
they will be exceedingly prudent and cautious not 
to press for too much in their first application — 
eoenttmlly they must succeed in so righteous a cause. 

I expect thou wilt procure a fund of informationpl 
relating to public institutions, particularly Lunatic 
Asylums. I requested of thee, if thou shouldst Visit 
York, tp find out, if in thy power, on what account 
it is, that Samuel Tuke seems offended with me — it 
may be for my Publishing one of his letters to me, 
in doing which I conceived it was promoting the 
public good by using his name. I am very sorry, if 
in any way, his feelings have been hurt, owing to any ' 
part of my conduct. ^ 

I hope thou arrived in London in time for the 
Annual Meeting of the Bible Society, and also for our 
yearly meeting — do they manage their matters bet- 
ter in London than with us? The last London print- 
ed epistle, was not printed by our yearly meeting as , 
usual ; this was opposed by E. Hicks, Willet, and 
others of his disciples, on account of it containing 
some pointed good remarks, on the observance of the 
First Day — it was advocated by 6. Dillwyn, &c, &c., 
but they were obliged to yield, in order to preserve 
peace and harmony. 

For some days past, we have had the Company of 
J. Wistar, T. Stewardson, William Newbould, Samuel 
Bettle, and R. Hartshorn, appointedby the Indian com- 
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mittee of Philadelphia, on the subject of Indian afllairs, 
but particularly respecting the purchase made by D. A. 
Ogden and others, of aü-ihe Indian reservatioosk 

Our Pauper Society does not get forward wlth any 
spirlt, and, in my opinion will cease, tili thee retum 
to revive it. I wish W. Allen would dlrect the Phi- 
laaithTopist to be regul^rly forwarded to me — ^I ha^re 
had no numbers since those received f^om thee — I 
wrote bim about two weeks ago, and sent him some 
Pamphlets— please return to him my tfaanks fbr % 
parcel he sent me, which came safe to band, and 
were very acceptable. R. Mott and wife propose to 
spend the summer mostly at bis farm — S. Hopkins and 
D. Sands, deceased. Our friends generally are well aa 
usual — R. Bowne's health unexpectedly improvlng. 

Last First Day, Samuel Bettle preached for ud at 
Pearl'Street about an hour, equal to the best, if not 
the best sermon I ever heard delivered — ^truly ortho- 
dox on important doctrines — the language was excel- 
lent— bis manner of delivery extremely agreeable,— 
and a most uncommon solemnity seemed to cover 
the whole meeting, equal to any thing of the klnd I 
ever witnessed. 

Sth ffwnth) 6th» 

Absence from the city, and other circumstances, 
prevented me sending thls as soon as intended. I 
have now to mention the decease of our mutual 
valuable friend, R. Bowne, on First Day evening lac^ 
in the seventy-fourth year of bis age— the funeral at 
6 o'clock this day. Reuben and Jane got here last 
evening from Philadelphia — I intend writing again 
soon, and shall send the last report of the American 
Bible Society — I have been anxiously expecting a 
letter after thee reached London — pray do not omit 
writing me often — Eastburn & Co. are about pnb« 
lishing a third edition of Professor Silliman's Travels. 
, I am, very truly, thine, &c. 

TjaoM AS Eddt. 

J. Griioom. 
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New York, 8th mmth^ %ih, 1818. 
Rbbpected Friend, 

In a late letter from my particular and valuable 
friend, John Griscom, he informed me of the peculiar 
gratiflcation he enjoyed in thy Company at Liver- 
pool, and of thy being a warm advocate in favour 
of obtaining an alteration of your penal code, and 
requested me to forward thee some printed accounts 
of the Penitentiary System in this country. It is with 
much pleasure that I comply with my friends request, 
and now send to care of Cropper, Benson, & Co., a 
bündle containing several pamphlet^ relating' to our 
prisons, and have added some others that I conceived 
would be interesting to thee. We have in this State 
two large prisons, one in this city that has about 750 
convicts, and one at Auburn, (about 150 miles west 
of Albany,) bullt last year, that will accommodate 
about the same number. The aflfairs of the prison 
In this clty have been badly managed for some years. 
That punishments mild and certain will more effect- 
ually prevent crimes, than those which are sangui- 
nary and severe, there can be no doubt; and this 
would have been most completely verifled, if the 
plan of our prisons had been adapted to the design 
Bfnd Intention of our Penitentiary System ; they should 
have been so bullt, that each convict might be con- 
flned at night in a separate room — say six by eight 
feet — ^but unfortunately the rooms, in all^our prisons 
are calculated for eight to fourteen prisoners, so that 
wben they are lodged together at night, they have 
füll opportunity to corrupt each other, and most fre- 
quently come out of prison more hardened and 
depraved than when they entered it. During the 
day, whilst employed at work, and at their meals, 
as keepers are constantly with them, it is very easy 
to prevent them conversing with each other; and if, 
at night, each of them were conflned in a separate 
room, there would be some good Chance for reforma* 
tion ; indeed, in this way the punishment would be 
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more severely feit, and the term of imprisonment 
might be shortened. I interested myself in valn 
with our government, to have the prison lately built 
at Auburn, divided throüghout into rooms, to accom- 
mddate only one prisoner ; they however agreed to 
have 140 such rooms, in order to keep separate the 
most abandoned characters. In a late conversation 
with our Governor, he regretted very much that the 
prison had not been built agreeably to the plan 
recommended by me. I am perfectly satisfied that 
until all our prisons are on this plan, the expeeta- 
tions of those who are desirous of a rational reform 
will not be answered. If you should succeed in 
obtaining an alteration of your penal laws, it would 
be a fortunate circumstance, if your prisons should 
be calculated throüghout on the plan of rooms to 
lodge one person. 

I inclose thee a printed copy of a paper read before 
the Governors of the New York: Hospital, in which 
I recommended them to erect an extensive Asylum 
for Lunatics, and have now the satisfaction to State, 
that they have purchased thirty-four acres of land, 
near the city, and have commenced erecting a build- 
ing for the accommodation of 300 insane patients, and 
Intend to pursue the same mild plan of treatment 
as adopted at the retreat, near Yorls, in England. 

One section of the grand canal, intended to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Erie with the Hudson River, 
will be completed this year — this section commences 
at ütica, on the Mohawk River, and extends to Sene- 
ca River, about fifteen miles west of Onondaga Lake, 
a distance of seventy miles. 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Edd7. 

WiLUAM RoscoB, Esq« 

A List of Pamphlets sent William Roscoe, Esq. 

A Memorial and Petition of the Society of Friendi^ 
by B. Bates. 
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A Discourse on the death of Captaln Paul Cuffee. 

The Report of the Committee on Pauperism. 

Report of the Society of Philadelphia on Charity 
Schools. 

Information of the progresa of the Asylum near 
Philadelphia. 

Governor Clinton's Discourse hefore the New York 
Historical Society. 

Report of the New York Hospital Society— *1817. 

Report of the Female Association — 1818. 

Historical Sketch of Massachusetts State Prison. 

Report of the Commissioners on Internal Naviga- 
tion, State of New York— 1811, 1812, 1817. 

Account of the New York State Prison, by Thomas 
Eddy— 1801. 

Tiew of New York State Prison— 1815. 

Account of Massachusetts State Prison. 

Statistical view of the Operation of the penal code 
of Pennsylvania. 

Map of the Western part of the State of New York. 

Map of Niagara River. 

Map of the countries between the Great Lakes, 
and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Hints for introducing an improved mode of treat- 
ing the Insane. 

American Bible Society Report — 1818. 

Liverpool, 30th September, 1818. 
Dear Sir, 

I avail mypelf of this opportunity to express my 
grateful acknowledgments for your valuable commu- 
nication of Reports and Documents respecting your 
.State prisons and other institutions, which have 
arrived at a moment when they will be of important 
Service to me, in a publication which I intend Short- 
ly to send to press, on the State of our criminal law, 
and the reformation of offenders. 

I have observed with great concern, the unfavoura- 
ble change which seems to have taken place in these 
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establishments on your aide the Atlantic, and am 
convinced, from the best consideration I can glve the 
subject; that they are occasioned, in a great degree, 
by the causes mentioned in your letter — ^the laade- 
quacy of the buildings, and the want of separate 
apartments at night for the convicts; but, independ« 
ent of thls, there are other circumstances which 
appear to me to be of great importance, and which 
I intend to State pretty much at large. I hope in 
the course of six or eight weeks to be enabied to 
send you a copy of my publication, in which I have 
the pleasure to think you will find a close conformlty 
to your own opinions and recommendations, so 
clearly stated, and so strikingly enforeed, in some of 
the works with which you have favoured me. 

I shall only at present heg leave further to observe, 
that I am sorry to find some indications of an Inten- 
tion on the part of your managers, to aboiish the 
power of pardoning criminals, and to render punish* 
ment certain as to duration — a measure which, as it 
appears to me, would put an end to Penitentiary 
establishments altogether. That this power may 
have been indiscreetly used, is possible, but it Is not 
the sending convicts out, but the receiving them in again^ 
that occasions the evil complained of, as I hope you 
will see stated in the sheets I shall send you. 

Our good friend, Mr. Griscom, is travelling on the 
continent of Europe, with another friend of mine, 
and I believe intends to make a visit to Italy. 

I think myself happy in being favoured with this 
friendly interchange of opinion, with one whose 
attention has been so long, and so successfuUy devo- 
ted to the subject. And with sincere esteem and 
attachment, remain, Dear Sir, your much obliged 
and faithful friend, ^ 

W. RoscoB» 

To BIr. Thomas Eddy, New Yoik. 
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New York, I2th manth, 28thy 1818^ 
To Tbomas Ellicott & Philip E. Thomas. 

David A. Ogden holds the pre-emption right of pur- 
chasing all the Indian reservations in cur State. He 
is very desirous the Indians should remove to the 
Westward, and seil to him their reservations. These 
Indians west of Genessee River^ have been under 
the care of Friends in Philadelphia, and they have 
uniformly advised the Indians not to remove. Ogden 
prevailed an Calhoun to address to him a letter 
which he then communicated to the Indians. 

One Jabez Hyde^ a Presby terian minister or school- 
master, residing among them, published the letter. 
When \^e met our Friends in Philadelphia, we found 
their mind» mach soured and prejudiced against 
government, and particularly against the Seeretary 
at War ; they asked, why should any confidence bc 
placed in men who would talk so smooth to us, and 
at the same time write a letter, with a view ta have 
It shown to the Indians, stating that Friends ^' were 
their worst enemies." It did not serve to alter the 
opinion so strongly taken up by them, that we urged 
cur own belief, and that of T. McKenney, that Cal- 
houn did not intend any way to allude to Friends^ 
We believed^ we lold them, that Ogden had stated ta 
Calhoun, Ihat a number of whites residing near the 
Indians, constantly urged them not to* remove, and 
wha, by trade and artifice, got from the Indians, every 
year, the amount of the annuities paid them by go- 
vef mnent ; and thud it became the Interest of this class 
of people, to use every means in their power to per- 
Suade the Indians nat to remove. In making such 
a repfresentation, Ogden induced Calhoun to write 
this letter. I am satisfied t>h&t he (Ogden) never 
mentioned to the Seeretary that Friends had advised 
the Indians ta r^main on their lands— it would have 
been bad poliey for him ta have urged such senti- 
ments. In Short, I do, not believe Calhoun thought 
of Friends when he wrote the letter. It is probably 
2M 25 
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true, that at that time, government supposed It would 
be for the interest of the Indiana of New York to 
remove to the borders of the Mississippi ; but L am 
well convinced they have changed their sentimeuts, 
and that now they agree most decidedly with us, that 
the Indians ought to remain on their reservations. 

We found that Friends, at their last meeting for 
sufferings, held in Philadelphia, appointed a commit- 
tee to draf t a Memorial, which is prepared, and some 
Friends in a few days will be appointed to attend 
Congress with it. From the representation we made 
to them of our kind reception at Washington, and 
our urging that we had füll confldence in the assu- 
rance given to us of the kind dlsposition of the Presi- 
dent, Galhoun, McKenney, &c., their minds seemed to 
be in some degree softened — still they seemed as if 
they could not be reconciled to Calhoun's letter to 
Ogden. Owing to people Coming in, and constantly 
interrupting me, it is with difiiculty I write, but 
thought it was best to give you these hints— you may 
consider If it would be proper for you to address a 
confidential letter to McKenney, requestlng an expla* 
nation of Calhoun's letter, and probably our Phila- 
delphia Friends prejudices might be removed. 

Not time to add, &c. 

Thomas Edbt. 

P. S. We pressed very earnestly on our Friends in 
Philadelphia, to forward you such matter, as would 
enable you to furnish the committee of Congress the 
proofs they required — but we are fearful they will 
put it off tili the committee goes to Washington. I 
hope you will, without delay, further to Southard 
your own materials, with what we left with you. 

Liverpool^ 2ßih February^ 1819* 
Dgar Sir, 

With this you will, I hope, receive two copies of 
my promised Treatise on Penal Jurtsprudence^ and 
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the Etefarmatum of Offenders^ which I submit wlth 
great diffidence to your judgment and experience ; 
and s]:M>uld feel still more, if I had not, in almost 
every r€spect,.conformed to your views, and ävailed 
myself of your excellent writings on this subject, 
which do the greaiest credit both to yourself and your 
country ; on which account, you will find I have not 
only wcasionally quoted you, but have given the Re- 
port of the State Prison of New York for 1815 (which 
contains so many of your excellent remarks) entire. 

From the portion of my tract which relates to this 
country, you will perceive, that we are not insensible 
to the great importance of the penitentiary system, 
and that some idea of such a plan has been enter- 
tained, even from a remote period ; but that which has 
always been wanting, has- been to place it on apro^ 
per ground, and to Substitute a sj^ßtem of benevolence 
and reformation for one of revenge and punishment. 

If this can be fuUy eflfected, every thing eise will 
nattirally flow from it, as from a parent strecun ; and 
from the. united efforts that are making in almost 
every civilized part of the world, and the free com- 
munication of sentiments between those who are 
earnest in the cause, I trust that such a foundation 
will be laid for the moral improvement of mankind, 
as may allow us to indulge the wärmest hopes of a 
speedy and happy result. 

The publications you were so good as to send me, 
were of the highest value, as they show, by a variety 
of experiments, not only what ought to be done in 
establißhing a penitentiary System, but what ought 
to be aixnded. On this head, you will see I have 
expressed myself with great freedom, and will, per- 
haps, think I have been more ready to blame than 
to commend. If, however, I have written without 
reserve, I have also endeavoured to give reasons for 
my opinions ; and it would give. me the greatest plea- 
sure, if any suggestions of mine should be thought 
wortby the attention of those in your country, who 
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interest themselves In the proinotlOD of these most 
important and benevolent plans: 

Accept, once more, my slneere tbanks for your kind 
attentions, and believe me, with the most gratefUl 
rjespect and attachment, Dear Sir, 

Your falthful frlend, 

And humhle fellow-labourer, 

W. Roscoep 

To Bir. TBO1U0 Eddt, New Yoi^ 

New York, 8th mo. 9thj 1819. 
EsTEEMED Feiend, 

I duly received thy kind favour, dated 20th Febru- 
ary, accompanied with two copies of thy Treatise on 
Penal Jurisprudence, &c., which were truly accept- 
able ; and, from a careful perusal of the work, am 
well satisfled it will be extensively useful in your 
country, and also in the United States. I had some 
expectation that an edition would have been printed 
here, but in this have I been disappolnted. If a few 
copies could be sent by Robinson, bookseller, Liver- 
pool, to James Eastburn & Co., booksellers in this 
City, they might be readily sold, and I am well satis- 
fled would be of great use, as they would, no doubt, 
be generally read by the member^ of our legislature, 
at their next session in January. The subject relating 
to the aflfairs of our penitentiary System, &c., will 
then be before them. The success of the establish- 
ments in Boston, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Baltimore, 
and, I believe, in Virginia, has been equal to the 
wärmest expectations of our friends; but, in this 
State, every thing has been sadly mismanaged for 
some years past. In Pennsylvania, a prison is build- 
ing, calculated to lodge eaeh convict in a separate 
room, and I am in hopes we shall have one erected 
on this plan in this State. I am satisfled, that until 
our prisons are all so bullt, we shall never have the 
System perfect. My sentiments on this are fuUy men- 
tioned in the flrst letter I had the pleasure of address- 
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ing to tbee. I expect shortly a communication from 
Gadwallader D. Coldenj Esq,, mayor of New York, 
OD the effects of ou^ present code of penal laws, as 
to the increase or dimlnution of crimes. There is no 
person more capable of forming a correct Judgment, 
and none whose opinlons would have more extensive 
influence on the minds of our clttzens. tie has been 
a warm friend to the system for many years. As 
soon as I get this communication, a copy shall be sent 
thee, and also some other materials that I expect to 
procure. I am, very truly, 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Edpt. 

To WiLUAM ROSCOE^ 

Westouy George 7Wn, March 19^A, 1819. 
Respected Friend, 

I am gratified at the interest you take in our In- 
dian concerns, aad thank you for your letter of the 
3d inst., and for the pamphlet which accompanied it. 

I have not yet learned the views of the President, 
respecting the application of the 10,000 dollars, ap- 
propriated near the close of the late session of Con- 
gress, to aid in the business of Indian improvement. 
My own opinion is, (and it is only my opinion,) that 
it will be applied through the benevolent agencies 
which are, or may be, put in Operation ; and at such 
points as it shall be likely to do the most good, ac- 
cording to the intentions of the act of Congress. 
Those establishments, so it strikes me, will be recog- 
nized as most in accordance with this view, that are, 
or may be, organized in the Indian country; and 
which embrace the two branches of improvement, 
implied in letters and the agriciUtural arts, united 
also with a System of moral improvement. This par- 
ticular application, it strikes me, will be, as the sum 
is, to the number of Indian children taken in by 
these liberal associations of men for education. Thus, 
if there be ten schools of Instruction, for example, in 
26* 
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the Indian country, averaging each one hundred chil- 
dren, there will be one thousand doUars for each 
establishment. 

The amount appropriated is so small, when com- 
pared with the object of general or universal im- 
provement, that, to make it useful, it can be used 
ouly as an 'auxiliary to the resources which indivi- 
dual^bounty bas provided. I will Just name one 
school in the Cherokee country, in Charge of the good 
Mr. Gambold. He is labouring, and has been for 
fourteen years, in this generous cause ; and his'plans 
have not been developed, nor his scale of usefulness 
extended to its limits, for lack of pecuniary resources. 
Five and slx children are as many as his means have 
ever enabled him to instruct. I don't know what his 
resources are, but I will suppose them to be at the 
rate of fifty doUars per annum for each child ; and, 
suppose he can educate and instruct out of his own 
means, in the various branches of improvement which 
his school embraces, only five children ; and suppose 
it shall turn out, in the general estimate, that a hun- 
dred dollars can be applied, out of the 10,000 appro- 
priated, for each child, — that would enable Mr. Gam- 
bold to take fifteen children, or ten more than the 
number to which, I suppose, he has been hitherto 
conflned. I merely refer to this case, as being the 
first that has Struck me ; and to this mode of Illus- 
tration, without knowing what plan the President 
may adopt. I incline to the opinion, however, that 
his contemplated tour may prevent him from doing 
more than acquire a coUection of Information appli- 
cable to the case, against his return. 

It seems you have, in the State of New York, 4976 
Indians, and that these Indians have 271,323 acres of 
land as reservations, I am glad they are so well off 
in the land way. How woifld it sort with your con- 
venlence to let me know, how many schools for im- 
provement are organized in their Settlements, exclu- 
sively for Indian education ? and ^where located ?— 
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and how msny chlldren are attaohed to eadh'Oif tliem? 
and^ as far as you may be able, what State of im* 
'provement they are In. In truth, my good friend, I 
look to the Indian chüdren for the realization of 
Indian civUizatlon. The maln efibrta should be made 
to apply to them. The old ones are Hke the moun- 
tain oaks^ (here and there Bome exceptions^) and It 
were an almost hopeless task to attempt their con- 
formity with clvilized life. Bat they must soon die 
off— sueh Is nature's decree ; and If vigorous measures 
be adopted for the chüdren, they will, when they 
arrive at maturity, appear like the vernal year, In* 
eontrast with the barrenness of a recent Winter pros- 
pect. My W'ish is, that the principles of imprdvement 
be extended to as many Indian children as they ean 
be made to reach. They are the virgin soll — the seeds 
sown in them will grow, be they bad or good. 

I am sure the President would be gratifled to recog- 
nize your recommendation of agents to go amongst 
the New York Indians, if it shall come withln bis 
aobAme to make such appointments. It is certain you 
would name none, but such as would promote the 
great object of their civilization and improvement. 

The Indians at Allegany and Onohdago are in a 
fair way. They have banished the greatest evii, the 
small-pox not excepted, that ever desolated any peo- 
ple. It is literally the Indians^ curse. In excluding 
ardent spirits, they have got the top upon Pandora^s 
box, and may a kind Providence help them to keep 
it there ! 

It would be gratifying all round, ho doubt, to pro- 
mote the Views embraced in your suggestions ; and, 
if the principle of distribution shall be adopted, the 
New York Indians will get, through the benevolent 
Channels, where I thihk it likely it will be all made 
tDiflow, some portion of this srnall sum. Theappbint- 
tnent of an agent or two, as you suggest, i^ a good: 
pl4n ; especially as the New York Indians are in && 
many separate clans ; for then the agent could super- 
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intend the Improvement of them all more generally, 
by going amongst them, and counaelling them accord- 
ing to your plan. But will it not cost an over Pro- 
portion of the appropriation in that direction, if $1600 
be necessary ? — especially as these Indians are doing 
80 much better than many others, in every way. Or 
would not $1600 for 4976 Indians, leave too small a 
sum to ga to the four natlons on our borders, whose 
numbers may be estimated at 100,000 7 This may go 
to Show the propriety of using this appropriation as 
an auwüiary to existing organizations, where its 
effects may teil npon a congregation of children, and 
give means to inerease their numbers, or power to 
confer addltional improvements upon those already 
admitted. For I think (for myself ) the children should 
be the subjects of our special care* This, hoWever, is 
not intended to exclude the Indian children in New 
York from their Proportion of benefits ; and hence, 
I have suggested that you favour me with the Infor- 
mation I have referred to. But all this is my own 
flrst thinking, very hastily thrown together, not one 
point of which may be adopted in the regulationa 
which shall be finally made. 

I wi^l cheerfully lay any communication you may 
make on this subject before the Secretary of War, 
who will be the organ to the President in this matter. 

I have sent after a copy of Heckwelder's book. No 
doubt I shall enjoy it, and derive beneflt from it, in 
the way of Information. 

With regard, 
I am, dear sir, yoür f riend, &c., 

J. L. McKennet. 

Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 

N. B. This letter is in the hand-writing of the Choc- 

taw boy, whom you saw at my house, and for whom I 

am gratifled to have it in my power to State, Mr. Cal- 

' houn has authorized an extension of benefits, in the 

way of scholastic acquirements. His promise is great 
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( Scheneciady^ November 8, 1819. 

My Good Friend, 

I have thought much on the great subjeets talked 
over at our late interesting and very pleasant inter- 
view at your house. I have since conversed with 
many distinguished gentlemen in your city, on board 
the steam boat, and in the city of Albany, particu- 
larly with the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
Mr. Van Rensselaer, (the Patroon) — all enter very 
heartily into our views. The Governor, and Mr. Vaö 
Rensselaer, are both going in a few days to New 
York, on a Visit of several weeks. I expect to meet 
them there. They will be pleased to have a Con- 
ference with you on the subjeets which interests us,. 
and them also. The Governor suggested the idea of 
having a meeting, after my return to your city, of a 
number of gentlemen, who are like minded with our- 
selves, and of intelligence and influence, to confer on 
• the best measures to ripen our plans, and to carry 
them into effect. Mr. Tan Rensselaer will be present, 
and will probably be willing to go on to Washing« 
ton this Winter, and aid in effecüng our purposes 
there, particularly in forming a new association 
which you suggested, of all denominatlons, to de 
eVery thlng for the Indians, except introdueing partim 
cular religious Instruction. This plan, I think, will 
take. I think I shall make an effort to go myself 
to Washington, and hope, by all means, you, my \ 

friend, will calculate to go — and then we shall feel 
strong. The object is a great and good one, and 
worf hy a great effort. It opens here very auspicious- 
ly, and I am füll of hope. 

I write after the fatigues of the day, in the bustle of 
a public house — ^but I will make no farther apology. 

With kind regard to your good family, believe me, 

very sincerely, 

Your friend, 

Jedediah Morse. 
TaoifAsEDinr. 

2N 
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New York, llth mo. 15/A, 1819. 
Respected Friend, 

Thy very obliging favour of June 24th, 1818, was 
received some time since, and to which I should have 
replied before this, but dejayed, because I wished to 
make some ^ communication relatlng to the objects 
that particulaFly claim the attention of your respecta- 
ble Society. Some of the prisons established in Ame- 
rica have not answered tlie expectation of the advo- 
cates for the penitentiary System, most of whom 
were led to believe, that the avails of the labour of 
the convicts would be sufllcient to defray all the ex- 
penses of their maintenance, &c. This has certainly 
not been the fact as to the State Prison in New York, 
Dwing entirely to the appointment of persons, who 
have had the management of its concerns, not belog 
rightly qualified for executing the duties required of 
them. The eonsequence of this has been, that the 
expense ofsupporting that prison has been very cen- 
siderfiible. However, considering the great advan- 
tage contemplated to result from the penitentiary 
System, the ' mere expense is a matter of secondary 
consideration. Yet experience has proved in New 
Jersey, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Virginia, that 
under prudent direction and good managemeht, the 
Profits on the labour of the convicts will produce suf- 
ficient to pay all the necessary expenses of their Sup- 
port, &c. I think the best conducted penitentiary 
we have in America is at Baltimore. I visited that 
prison a few months ago, and was highly gratified in 
observing the order, cleanliness, regularity, and in- 
dustry of the prisoners. I never visited any Institu- 
tion that exhibitfed such a perfect degree of cleanli- 
ness, decency, and regularity, throughout its whole 
concerns, as the Baltimore prison, the eflFects of which 
were evidently marked in the countenance and gene- 
ral deportment of the convicts. The present very 
promising State of the Maryland penitentiary is ow- 
ing to the excellent management of their Board of In- 
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spectors, which Is composed of gentlemen of the flrst 
character in the city of Baltimore. The institution 
is also much indebtfed to the judicious care and good 
conduct of the present keeper, who is an active and 
intelligent man. I requested him to send me a direct 
account of the expenditures, &c. of the prison for the 
last year, which I have received from him, forward- 
ed me hy one of the Inspectors a few days ago ; and 
believing that this document may be interesting to 
your Society, I have had it copied, and now inclose it 
There is one remark tespecting the penitentiary 
System, which I beg leave to mention. No benefit, as 
it regards reformation, ever has been, nor ever will be 
produced, unless our prisons are calculated to have 
separate rooms, six feet by eight feet, so as that every 
man can be lodged by himself, Jf, as is common, 
twelve to twenty are lodged at night in one room, 
they surely will corrupt each other, and leave the 
prison far more depraved than when they entered it. 
I think there is good reason to believe that our legis- 
lature will direct the State prison in this city to be 
sold next year, and order a new one to be bullt, to 
be divided in rooms of six by eight feet each. I 
would further observe, that during the day, when the 
prisoners are employed at their work, they are, of 
course, constantly under the immediate eye of a 
keeper, and no improper intercourse or conversation 
can take place. At Pittsburg, (Pennsylvania,) a pri- 
son, on the plan of separate rooms for each convict, 
Is now building, and I am told they intend erecting 
a similar one in Philadelphia. Several years ago, I 
mentioned to my friend, P. Colquhoun, of London, 
that no reformation could possibly be expected from 
the Operation of the penitentiary System, unless the 
prisons were bullt on a plan for the convicts to be 
separately lodged at night, and I think he stated that 
some in England were on that construction, but in 
his late letters to me he is silent on the subject of pri- 
sons. I am told that there is a prison in the environs 
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of London, bullt to accommodate se^en hundred 
prisoners, and each lodged in a room seven by nlne 
feet. If thifi is a fact, I should be much gratlfied by 
havlng some account of it. My friend William 
Allen, Bome time Bince, wrote me that it was propo- 
sed to build a prison solely for lads under eighteen 
years of age, to be called a Reformatory, but I have 
not heard If this has been completed. 

Our Society for the Preventlon of Pauperism, has 
appointed a committee to consider of the present 
State of our prisons, &c. The committee will pro- 
bably report in a few weeks, when a copy shall be 
sent to your Society. 

I am very sensible of the favour conferred on. me 
by your society, in electing me an honorary member, 
and beg leave to return them my sincere thanks for this 
mark of their respect. I shall, with much pleasure, 
forward any publications on the subject of prisons, 
&c. that may appear to me likely to be interesting to 
your Society. 

I am, with much esteem 

Thy assured friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 

To Samuel Hoarb, junr. Chairman of the Committee 
for the ImproTement of Prison Discipline. 

Albany, 2lst November^ 1820. 
Mt Worthy old Friend, 

As you assured me you would write our mutual 
friend, Robert Troup, Esq., of Geneva, as to your 
recoUection about the old Canal affair, and his con- 
formity to the letter I left for you in New York — and 
as Troup writes me of the 17th instant, he had not 
read it, and his pamphlet is suspended, waiting to 
receive it; he is anxious on the subject, and wished 
me to say to you, he apprehends you have wrote 
by some private person, and that the letter has mis- 
carried. He will thank you to take the trouble to 
send him a duplicate, by mail, not doubting from 
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your known habits of punctuality, and a scrupulous 
regard toyour word, but youmust have wrote him. 

Be assured, in this matter, there is no tincture of 
party — we both gave our votes to Clinton in April 
last — and you will find by a perusal of the work, 
(which I hope you will do me the honour to admit 
in your library,) that I did Clintoa the most ample 
Justice. 

Truth and Justice is all our aim to establish — ^your 
Just Claims will also be speedily noticed — and poste- 
rity will not fall to hold your eminent Services in 
grateful remembrance. 

I am, my Dear Sir, 

With great respect, 

E. Watson. 

To Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 



Oeneva, Ontario County, 29tk Nov. 1820. 
My Dear Friend, 

I beg leave to return you a thousand thanks for 
your very obliging letter of the 14th instant. 

I am writing an argument on the subject of the 
canal polic^y of this State, to vindicate myself against 
a scandalous Charge I .met with in the first number 
of Tacitus ; which Is understood to have been either 
written by Governor Clinton, or under bis eye and 
direction. 

Your letter speaks of a particular fact, in relation 
to the Canal Bill of 1792; and as it tallies with all 
my other evidence, I shall take the liberty of using 
your letter as far as the particular fact is concerned. 

My argument will go to the press to-morrow or 
next day, but it will not be ready for forwarding to 
my friends in a pamphlet form, until the beginning 
of December. I shall beg the favour of your accept- 
ing one from, 

My dear friend, yours most fervently, 

Robert Troup. 

Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 

26 
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New Yarky llth month^ 3d, 1820. 
Respected Friend, 

I am extremely desirous of obtaining some Inform- 
ation of an establishment at Averaa, near Naples, 
which, I am told, is solely for the accommodation of 
Lunatics. AsI have no acquaintance with any.per- 
son residing at Naples, from whom I could procure 
the Information wanted, I applied to my friend, 
Stephen Grellet, who immediately mentioned to me 
thy name, and stated, from his personal acquaint- 
ance, he was well assured of thy benevolence and 
klndness, and that I might take the liberty of address- 
Ing a letter to thee on the subject of my inquiry. This, 
I hope, will be kindly received, as an apology for my 
taking this freedom. 

It is Said, that the mode of treatment towards the 
patients at Aversa, is replele with tender and aflfec- 
tionate care and attention, in place of the harsh, cruel, 
and rigorous treatment, that has heretofore been 
administered towards Lunatic patients. This mode, 
called ' moral treatment,' has been pursued with great 
success, at an Asylum called the Retreat, near York, 
(England,) under the care of the society of Friends, 
for the accommodation of the members of their own 
society. Near this city We have just completed a 
large handsome building, exclusively for Lunatics, 
which will accommodate more than 200 patients; 
attached to it is about eighty acres of land, orna- 
mented with extensive gravel walks, shrubberies, 
gardens, green-house, &c. Here it is intended to 
employ the patients in Horticulture and Agriculture, 
and otber pursuits, as far as may be practicable, and 
also to afford them every rational amusement. I 
have been one of the governors of the New York 
Hospital for many years; and about four years ago, 
introduced to them, a proposition to estabiish an 
Asylum about six miles from the city, solely for 
Lunatic Patients, on the plan of "moral treatment," 
as pursued at the Retreat near York. 






LIFE OF THOMAS EDDY. 303 

The governors adopted the proposed plan, and 
have expended on the buildiag, land, &c., $150,000. 
It is very desirable, that the managers of this concern 
should he as perfect as possible, and I am therefore 
induced to CFave thy klnd aid, in procuring for me a 
'general and ample account respecting the establish- 
ment at Aversa ; as to the general mode of treating 
the patients, diet, employment, &c. I am very fear 
ful of giving thee too much trouble, but perhaps much 
may be saved, if printed accounts could be procured. 
Thcy might readily be translated in this city. I 
have made up a package containing accounts of some 
of our benevolent insftitutions of this city. Also 
reports relating to the grand canal, which is intend- 
ed to open a communication between Lake Erie and 
the Hudson River, a distance of 325 miles. 

It Is three years since this great work was com- 
mencedy and already one hundred miles are comple- 
ted ; near one hundred more is this year in such a 
State of forwardness, that it will also be completed 
early next year. The whole extent, 325 miles, will 
probably be finished by the year 1824. The cost of 
this great undertaking, (from Erie to the Hudson) 
will be about five millions of doUars. I send thee a 
small map, which will serve to show the route of the 
canal. 

There are three American young gentlemen who 
expect to Visit Napleanext spring; William Charning 
Woodbridge, Cornelius Tuthill, and Theodore D wight, 
Junr. ; their connexions in this country are very 
respectable. These young men, on getting to Naples, 
will probably wait on thee, as I have requested their 
connexion to desire they would do so, as it will afford 
an opportunity for thee to send any dispatches thou 
mayest have for America. Any attention shown by 
thee to these young men, will bje most gratefuUy 
acknowledged by their friends, and also confer on 
me a Singular Obligation. 

Our mutual friend, S. Grellet, desires me particu 
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larly to say, that he wlshes to be most kiitdly and 

affectlonately remembered to thee and thy good lady* 

I am, wlth great respect and esteem, 

Tby asBured friend, 

Thomas EnnT. 
To 8ir HiMRT Lurnnforoir, H. B. M. Conral General, Naples. 

New Ywrk^ Wth motUh, 14/A, 1820. 
Mr Dear Friend, 

Having been informed tliat it is thy Intention to 
publish some account of the Inland navlgation of our 
State, and of the progress made in improving it since 

1792; and being requested by our mutual friends y 

to communlcate to thee, how far, in my opinion, the 
Statements made by Elkanah Watson, contained in 
bis book, entitled, the " History of the Rise and Progress 
of the Western Canals," are conrect ; I shall submit 
the ft>llowing observations. I have no doubt of the 
fact, that it was in consequence of Elkanah Watson 
having communicated to General Schuyler the obser- 
vations he had made during his tour to the/western 
part of the State in 1791, and partieularly as to the 
great benefits that would result by improving the 
Mohawk River, and opening a canal communication 
at Fort Stanwix, to Wood Creek, and from thence to 
improve the navigation to the Seneca Lake, that first 
turned the attention of General Schuyler to these 
important objects, and ihduced him to oflfer to the* 
Senate, the act incorporating the Western and North- 
ern Inland Lock Navigation Companies. Indeed, 
General Schuyler, about the year 1790, often men- 
tioned this fact to me ; and during the remainder of 
his life, I several times accompanied him, in examin- 
ing the Mohawk River, and westward, as far as the 
Seneca Lake, with a view to ascertain the practic»> 
bility of improvements by canal navigation, d&c. 
The Western Canal Company expended a vast sum 
of money in improving the Mohawk, dbc. ; and being 
well satisfted that the stockholders would not consent 
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tb advaztoe any further sums, for making impro^e' 
mtMB West of the Oneida Lake, I called oa Jndge 
Plartt oae evening at Albaay, in 1810, and mentioned 
to falm thß proprlety of proposing to the legislature, 
to appoint commiasioners to explore the country as 
far west as the Seneca Lake, and to report their 
opinion, ho w far it was practlcable to connect that lake 
by a canal with the Hudson River ; and stated, that 
from my own knowledge of the face of the country, 
I was perfectly satisfled a f avourable report would be 
fioade, and that, considering the immense advantage 
that would result to the State by such an undertaking, 
there could be no doubt the legislature would readily 
be Induced to adopt the plan. 

Judge Platt was at thls time a member of the Sen- 
atte, and being well acquainted with the geography 
of the State, readily agreed with Aie in sentiment, 
bat he remark^d, that if commissioners were a^ipoint* 
ed, they ought to be directed to explore and examlne 
the country as far as Lake Erie, to ascertain if it was 
practlcable, to connect that lake by canal nariga- 
tion with Hudson River. I replied, that I was fear- 
ful the legislature would be deterred from making any 
appdntment of commissioners, if so great an under-' 
taking should be proposed, and that by proposing for 
them to examine the country only as far as the Sene- 
ca Lake, they might then be induced to adopt the 
measure. After some farther conversation, it WöB*^ 
aigreed tapropose going as far as Lake Erle, and 
Jodge Platt immediately drafted a Joint tesoluti^i^, 
10» be offered to the Senate next morning. The neüöi 
momlng I was in the Senate Chamber, and we cancd 
ooi De Witt Clinton, communicated to him the söb- 
jeet we had in view, and handed to him for htt 
perusal the proposed draft of a Joint resolution— he 
expressed himself highly pleased with the projeet. 
Bald- It had' hfs hearty concurrence, and should have 
hls decided support. Judge Platt immediately return- 
ed to his seat, sutid presented the resolution Co the 
20 26* 
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Senate, which was seconded by De Witt Clinton, and 
passed unanimously ; it was then immediately sent 
to the Assembly, and also passed there withoal Oppo- 
sition. These commissioners made several reports^ 
all which are likely in thy possession ; the Joint reso- 
lution was dated 15th March, 1810. After the war, 
it seemed necessary to excite the attention of the 
legislature to the prosecution of the grand canal. 
Judge Platt being in the city in 1816, we coaversed 
on the subject, and were of opinion, that it woald 
likely produce a good effect, if a general meeting 
of our Citizens could be had, and they be induced ta 
present a memorial to the legislature, stating the 
advantages that would result, by connecting the 
waters of the Great Western and Northern Lakes 
with the Atlantic Ocean. On Consulting with De 
Witt Clinton and John Swartwout, it was agreed ta 
address circular letters to several of our most influ- 
ential Citizens, requesting them to attend a regulär 
meeting at the City Hotel. This meeting was large 
and respectable, and Judge Platt introduced the objed 
for which the meeting was convened, and was fol- 
lowed by Clinton, Swartwout, and others. A com- 
mittee consisting of De Witt Clinton, J. Swartwout, 
and myself, were appointed to draft a memorial — 
this was drawn by De Witt Clinton, and was cer- 
tainly one of the most able and best drawn papers, 
that has been written on the subject, of the advanta- 
ges that would result by completing a canal the. 
whole route from Erie to the Hudson.. Copies of this 
memorial were sent to thyself, for the county of 
Ontario, and also to several others of the countles, 
and when they were presented to the legislature 
were signed by many thousands of our Citizens 
throughout the State; and the prosecution of the 
canal is certainly owing to the circumstance of this^ 
memorial being at that time presented to* the legisla- 
ture. 

The remarks made in Watson's book, page 73, as 
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to the perseverance and eflforts of Governor Clinton, 
iare certainly correct, but in speaking of Colles he ts 
in error. I was well acquainted with Colles, since 
the year 1773; about that time he arrived at Phila- 
delphia, from Ireland ; he was a very honest man, 
but did not possess as much knowledge and experi- 
ence as many ascribed to him ; he was never in our 
western country, and certainly never projected a plan 
of canal from Erle to the Hudson ; but possibly might, 
merely by examining the map of the State, have 
fipoken of it as an event that would, at some future 
period, take place. 

I am, with regard and esteem, 

Thy sincere friend, 

Thomas Eddy. 
ToHoanr Troop, Eso. 

f 

New Orleans^ May 15rt, 1821. 
Respected Friend, 

The reasons which prevented me from doJng more 
than merely acknowledging your kind letter of Sep- 
tember last, and thanking you for the valuable col- 
lection of pamphlets which accompanied it, have 
continued ever since I wrote; but being now (as you 
will perceive by the enclosure) seriously at work in 
the formation of a criminal code for this State, I am 
extremely anxious to receive the report of your com- 
mittee on the penitentiary system ; from which I 
have a right to expect so much important Informa- 
tion, i hope you will not fall to forward a copy to 
me as soon äs it appears. 

I regret very much, that for the reasons I formerly 
stated, I could not contribute any thing to the work. 

Ünless I hear reasons much stronger than any 
which have been presented to me, either by reading, 
conversation, or reflection, I shall not give the pun- 
Ishment of death a place in the code which I shall 
present ; it appears to me to be a most inefficient pun- 
Ishment, to say nothing of its irremediable nature; 
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atoipst all wf it^s on tbe subject, Join ixk^^gr^e <t0 
AickiQQwledge thte, aad yet almoBt aU recomodend it 
Cor 8oi»e offences ; tbie I canaot uoderstand, ualess it 
be the effect of a vindictlve fiensatlon against atjro- 
Clous crlines, wblcb ougbt not to be indulged in legis- 
latlon. 

. I am sorry to find, that an opinion of tbe ineffiear 
cy of the penitentiary System is gailüng ground, aoä 
9hould be Btiir more grieved if I thought it weU 
founded ; but I do not, and am incUned to thinki tbitt 
all the great defects in the System, arlse from parnir 
mony in preparing the establishments. If the buUd- 
ings were sufflciently spacious, tbe prisoners might 
be classed, and reformation reasonably expected, 
instead of the corruption which indiscriminate con- 
finement produces; and inJudiciouB pardons of dld 
ofienders need not be given to make room for new 
convicts ; — If they were suffidently solid and streng, 
the hope of escape would never be indulged or reall- 
zed— but to erect spacious and streng buildtngs 
requires large funds, and it is easier to condemn a 
whole System, than to lay taxes to execute it I 
trust, however, that a fair experiment will be made 
in New York ; there, if any where, we must look for 
enlarged views and useful institutions. 

As it is not very probable that I shall ever retum 
to my native city, my desire to live in the remem- 
brance of my friends there has become more Import- 
ant to me ; among them I have always counted yoUt 
and hope you will still allow me to do so. 

Edward Livinoston« 

To TH0MA9 ]^DT, 

. Naples, November Idth^ 1821. 
SxR, 

On my return to Naples, after an absence of several 
HK^nths, I found your letter, dated New York, Novem- 
ber 3d, 1820. I am not at present sufflciently 
acquainted with the System pursued at the Lunatic 
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Aif^Ium, at Av^sa, to give you the informatlon ^011 
require, but I will make it my business to obtain 
every particular in my power, and tranmnit tlie 
result to you by the first opportunity. 

I thank you for the package, and the maps whloh 
Points out the route of the canal ; It is a most magni-^ 
ficent undertaking, and I trust will answer the ex* 
pectations of the Promoters of it. 

I am extremely sorry, that my absence from 
Naples^ deprived me of seeing the young gentlemen 
you mention, and of showing them such little atten* 
tions as hiight have been in my power. 

Pray remember me most kindly, to our mutual 
friend, Grellet ; teil him I regret to say, that all the 
good he has so anxiously strove to do to this wretch- 
ed country, has vanished into nothing. I hope 
Grellet received the books I sent him several montbA 
ago through Allen. 

Believe me, yours truly, 

H. LUSHINGTON. 

To Mr. Thomas Eddt, New York. 



Albany, 23d December, 182S« 
Dear Sir, 

William S. Burling lately solicited me to recom- 
mand to our friend Colven, the introduction of a plan 
far laying an excise pn spirituous liquors, and I part^ 
ly promised him that I would ; but on further reflec- 
tion, I consider it most suitable that the overture 
fthould emanate from his constituents, and with thl« 
View I nbw write to you. 

In some well written essays, published on this sub* 
jcct in Walsh's paper, it was estimated that flfty 
toillions of gallons of spirituous liquors are annually 
eonsumed in the United States, at an expense of 
thirty. millions of dollars, and with the sacriflce of 
thirty thousand lives. If this be only an approxima^ 
tion to the truth, what a fleld for reflection does It 
open to the moralist and the statesman. 
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After deduoting foreign Importations of spirits, say 
to the amount of six millions of gallons, and alloi?^- 
lüg for four millions produced from foreign molasses, 
there would still remain forty millions of gallons 
mänufactured from our own materials. Does not 
this astound us with its enormity, and alarm üs with 
its terrific aspect ! 

An excise of one Shilling a gallon, would produce 
a revenue of flve millions of doUars a year. Double 
the duty, and you will raise a fund that will pay 
off the national debt, and line and intersect the 
country in all directions with canals and roads. 

Every considerable increase in the price of any 

article, tends to check its consumption. And hence, 

Ihe revenue of the country would be an auxiliary to 

its morality — a noble Union in the eye of a great 

statesman. 

I am, Dear Sir, your friend, 

De Witt Clinton. ' 
To Thomas Eddt. 

New Yorkj ith mo. 24/A, 1823. 
Re0Pected Friend, 

I am particularly obliged by thy kind attention, 
in sending me a copy of thy last work on penal juris- 
prudence. I have read it with peculiar satisfaction, 
and, considering that the circulatioji of it would be 
hlghly useful in this country, it is intended to have 
flve hundred copies immediately printed, to be sent to 
persons of influence in the different states, who are 
known to be friendly to the improvement of the penl- 
tentlary System. 

It is expected the prison in Philadelphia will pro- 
bably be completed this year. I am well satisfled 
the plan they propose, of having the convicts closely 
conßned in the cells, to work during the day, is wrong ; 
and I have no doubt they will abandon it in a year 
or two. Let them sleep in their respective cells, and 
work during the day in the yard and shops, attended 
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by a sufflcient number of keepers, to prevent all con-. 
versation and improper intercourse. I well know, 
from having had four years' experience in our prison, 
from 1800 to 1804^ that this can effectually be done. 
Tbe cell3 should only be used as a punisbment day 
>and night. 

I send thee a report to the legislature of Louisiana, 
on the plan of a penal code for that State, by my 
friend, Edward Livingston of New Orleani^ who is, 
at present, a member of Congress. I am, very r©- 
spectfully, and with much esteem, 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

To William Rosgoe, Eso. 



New Haven, 2ith May, 1824 
My Worthy and Dear Friend, 

I received your kind letter by Mr. Dwight, who is 
just the man wanted to engage in the society. His 
appointment to. the offlce you mention, can be made 
without a doubt, should the seat of the society be 
transferred, as it might, sgad will be, to New York. 
I will take care of . the business at Washington, on 
my return from Boston, a fortnight from this, and will 
depend on you, my friend, Doctor Milnor, Doctor Mille- 
doler, Mr. Dwight, and bis father, with such others 
as will heartily engage in the business, to do what- 
ever is necessary to be done, in a way of preparätion 
in New York. I will correspond with you, if agree- 
able, on the subject. If Mr. Dwight spends a con- 
siderable part of bis time in the business, the society 
must compensate him. 

The first report of the society, which is in the 
press, and will be out the last of this weekj and one 
hundred sent to Mr. Dwight and yourself, will be, I 
think, a good introduction to the business of the 
removal we contemplated. As we have no funds in 
our treasury, we are obliged to tax those who receive 
the books, and as I am pledged to pay the printer*- 
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I have paid all the past expenaes of the society to a ! 

conslderable amount, I must aak the favour af your i 

dlrection and Influence, wlth the exertions of Mr. 
Dwlght, wbo will do the business to dispose of these 
one hundred pamphlets, and more, if wanted, at the 
price mentioned (twenty-five cents,) and to reraft me 
the amount for the printer. This report will glve * 

information of the nature, objects, and Operations ot 
tbe Society, and should, therefore, be in the hands of 
men who have right feellngs on tbe »ubject — particu- 
larly all the member s [ex-oßcio) of the society— the 
clergy of all denominatioos— officers of Colleges, and 
of reUgions and benevolent institutions, &c. I must 
leave this distribution to you, my friend, to direct, 
and Mr. Dwlght to execute. On this particular sub- 
ject, I wish to meet a letter at my house, from you, 
on my return, say 4th June. The way we have 
done here, is to open a subscrlption — subscribers to 
put down the number of copies they will take ; a 
number here take twenty, and down to four. Such 
a paper, headed by Governor Clinton, is in circulation 
through your city. As sopn äs the reading of this 
report shall have informed the influential men of 
your city, we will then, if thought advisable, by 
those of you who are on the ground, move in the 
business of the transfer of the seat of the society. 

I have written in much haste, being on the wing 
for BoBton. 

I am, very truly and aflfectionately, 

Your sincere friend, 

J. Morse. 

To Mr. Thomis Eddt, New York. 

P. S. When all matters are rrpe for action, I may 
make another Short trip to your city. 

Mr. Dwlght can help us much in his paper, in the 
proposed Transfer, and in the sale and circulation of 
the report. Will you confer with him on the 6ub- 
Ject ; and wlth my son, Editor of the New York 
Observer? I have not time to write them. 
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Will yöü and Mr. Dwight bethink of a set of que- 
rles, embracing the objects of the soclety, for a circu- 
lar from the Secretaries? 

Philctdelphia^ January IOM5 1826. 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that on the 3d inat^ 
you were unanimously elected an honorary member 
of the Pennsylvania Society for promotion of Internal 
Improvements in the Commonwealth, of whose Con- 
stitution a copy is enclosed. 

It will give great pleasure to our Society to cultivate a 
correspondence with you, on the important subjects in 
which you have taken so distinguisbed a part, and for 
the promotion of which we have associated ourgelves. 

We will always be happy to furhish any Informa- 
tion in our power to advance internal improvementa 
in our sister States. 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
Your obedient servant; 

Gerald Ralston, 

Corresponding Secretary, 
To THdMis EDDr. 

Toxteth Park^ near Liverpool, 31st March, 1826. 
Dear Sir, 

It is with sincere pleasure that I avail myself of 
the present opportunity, to transmit you a copy of 
the third and la)9t part of my observations on penal 
Jurisprudqnce, which is now ready for publication 
here, and in which I have endeavoured, to thfe best 
of my power, to recommend to my countrymen an 
improved System of reformatory discipline, similar to 
that adopted in the United States of America, and in 
the establishment of which you have had so Import* 
.ant a share. I do this with the feelings of a disciple, 
who lookö up to his master for the approbation of 
bis labours— there being no person living, whosö 
IdeQS on this sübject I more implicitly adopt, than 
your own. 
2P 27 
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Within these few days, and after my work was 
prlnted and ready for publlcation, I have received 
from Mr. Hopkins, one of the commlssioners appolnt* 
ed by the leglslature last year, to examine and report 
on the State of the prisons at New York, their report 
on that suhject, which has given me more surprise 
and concern than I can express, as it appears to me 
to recommend an entire abandonment of the reform- 
atory System, and the introduction of a plan of 
compulsory labour, more severe than any that has 
ever yet been proposed. On the receipt of this docu- 
meiit, I lost no time in drawing up a few remarks 
upon it, with the view certainly, but scarcely with 
the hope, thal if they should arrive before the passing 
of the proposed aet, they might have some effect in 
strengthening the Opposition which will, I trust, be 
made, for preventing, or at least modifying, the 
measures proposed. Of these I send you a few copies, 
entreating you to put them into the hands of such of 
your friends, as you may think proper; as it is my 
declded opinlon, that if the System now proposed 
should be adopted, the United States of America will 
forfeit their Chief glory, and will be as remarkable 
for the cruelty of their penal code, as they have 
hitherto been for their enlightened humanity. 

In the hope of hearing from you on this most inte- 
resting subject, and of learning that you continue to 
enjoy a good State of health, I remain, with the most 
sincere attachment and affectionate respect, 

Most truly yours, 

W. RoscoE. 

To Mr. Tbomas Eddt, New Ycnk. 

The lines on solitary imprisonment, are by my 
youngest daughter. 

New York, Ath month, 14^A, 1826. 

ESTEEMED FriEND, 

I send thee to the care of Cropper, Benson, & Co., a 
report of commlssioners appointed by our State legis- 
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latare, to make inquiry respecting our prisona» icc ; 
some pari of this report I think thou wilt find inte- 
resüßg. Tbe State penltentiar y at Auburn, mentioned 
in the »port, I believe is tbe best constructed of any 
in this country, and the superintendant most remarka- 
bly well qualified to conduct such an' establishment ; 
and under his management I think the penitentiary 
will succeed, and fuUy answer the expectotions of 
those who are friendly to the System of reform. I 
sent thee some time ago, a report to the legislature of 
Louisiana, by Edward Livingston, on the plan of a 
penal code for said State. I have been informed this 
report has been printed in London. I now send 
thee, as above, a system of penal law, prepared by 
my friend Livingston, containing codes of offences 
and punishments, ioc, 4cc. 

I am, with great regard and rec^ect, 

Thy affectionate friend, 

Thomas Eddy* 

To WXLLUM EoiGQE. 

New York, 12th month, l&th, 1826. 
Mr Dear Pbiend, 

Thy very kind and acceptable favour of 31st 
March, came to band some time ago, and I feel not a 
little mortifled that it has remained so long without 
acknowledging its receipt; and also thy last publica- 
tion on penal jurisprudence which accompanied it, 
together with remarks on the report of the commis- 
sioners, and the verses on solitary confinement, with 
which I was very much delighted. 

Though the State of society of latter years has been 
greatly improved, yet daily experience teaches us, 
that we are very far from that degree of perfection 
oh various subjects, we are capable of attaining ; the 
work goes on slowly, and mostly imperceptibly to 
all human Observation ; we may, however, rest assu- 
red, that all principles and practices, no matter how 
long they have been continued and supported by 
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deep rooted prejudices, founded on the blindness aad 
wickedness of our species, that are clearly contrary 
to the laws of God and our own reason, will come 
Ip an end. The slave trade, and th& general aboli- 
lion of slavery, Is a striking proof in support of this 
fientiment. It is now almost certain that the trade, 
and slavery itself, will not exist many years longer. 
Equally against the laws of God and right reason, are 
all laws relating to crimes and punishments» enacted 
0n the principles of a vindictive spirit ; such laws are 
calculated frequently to violate common Justice, and 
all distinctions of morality, and, in many cases, tend 
to debase the mind, and by the undue severity 
they inflict, aim to make fear the motive of obedi- 
ence : — in Short, these laws are more calculated for 
slaves than freemen, and seem intended to punish 
delinquents, rather than to prevent crimes. It is true, 
a course of improvement has been commenced of 
latter years, which claim the approbation of the just 
and the sanction of the wise, but no radical reform 
can take place, until the public mind is more^ fully 
convinced of the absurdity and wickedness of vindic- 
tive punishment. In Proportion as this evil governs 
our public laws, so the difflculty is increased in form- 
ing wholesome laws for the support of prison disci- 
pline, calculated for the government and reformation 
of convicts. I am exceedingly mortifled to find that 
my friend Captain Lindes, keeper of Auburn prison, 
advocates (and practices) inflicting corporeal punish- 
ment, for violating any part of the prison discipline. 
I the more regret that this man should entertain such 
sentiments, because, on the general subject of penal 
jurisprudence, and the government of a penitentiary, 
I esteem him superior to almost any other man that 
I ever conversed with : — he formerly was in the army, 
and had only had the advantage of a good common 
education^ but possesses a good share of understand- 
ing, great integrity, an amiable disposition, and an 
extensive knowledge of human nature, as regards 
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tbe middle and lower classes of society. As a discipli- 
narlaa, it would be difflcult to find bis equal; owing^ 
to bis superior management of tbe convicts, uuder 
bis cbarge. Tbey love and fear bim — tbey regard 
bim as tbeir friend and protector — be furnisbes tbem 
witb plenty of good wbolesome provisions — keeps 
tbem constantly employed, but never imposes immo- 
derate tasks on tbem — ^be holds no conversation witb 
tbem except in directing tbeir work, and tbis course 
is strictly pursued by all bis subordinate keepers — 
be disdatns tbe idle notion, tbat extreme severity is 
tbe only appropriate mode for tbe government of a 
penitentiary. I never conversed witb a perspn, 
wbose aentiments as respects tbe management of 
convicts, so cordially met my views, and in my opi- 
nion are so well calculated to promote tbeir general 
welfare, and produce reformation. It is my opinion, 
tbat tbere is no prison in tbe world equal to Auburn 
prison, as regards cleanliness, industry, and good 
conduct. Tbe rules and regulations of tbe prison 
are made known to each convict, and tbe moment 
any olf tbem are violated, tbe oflfender is punisbed — 
it is owing to tbe certainty of ' tbis, tbat it is very 
rare any punishment is inflicted. I perfectjy agree 
witb bim in every particular be advances, except as 
to tbe mode of punishment adopted by bim. I bave 
in vain urged to bim, tbat whipping is totally incon- 
sistent witb tbe principles of tbat mild System we 
wisb to establisb. I cannot persuade bim, tbat prompt 
punisbment, by confinement, in a solitary cell on 
bread and water, will produce tbe same effects as 
wbipping. I allow be will not exercise tbis power 
unless accömpanied witb a degree of justice, as to 
tbe nature of tbe offence committed, but certainly 
otbers may abuse it, and tberefore it never ougbt to 
be allowed in any prison. I bave told bim tbat 
durlng several years, tbat the New York State prison 
was subject to my direction as one of its inspectors, 
there never was a Single instance of inflicting corpo- 

27* 
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real punishment, and yet perfect order was complete- 
ly preserved. He, however, perslsts in his notlon, 
that It is impossible to preserve order without whip- 
plng. I am firm in the belief, that Captain Lindes 
will, in time, alter his opinions. He is a complete 
enthnsiast in favour of the penltentiary System, and 
has those peculiar qualifications, that will enable 
him to carry it to a degree of perfection that it has 
never yet attained. The quietness of the prisoners 
subject to h]^ care and management is much to be 
admired. Some months ago, in Company with our 
mutual friend, Professor Griscom, I visited Sing Sing, 
situated on the Hudson River, about thirty miles from 
New York. At this place is erecting a State prison, 
within a hundred yards of the margin of the river— 
the banks are about one hundred feet high, and con- 
tain large and extensive marble quarries, of excellent 
quality, which is excavated, and hammered, and 
formed for the building, which will contain eight 
hundred cells; — the State has purchased about one 
hundred and flfty acres of flne land adjoining the 
building — the erecting the prison is committed solely 
to the care and management of Captain Lindes — the 
plan is his own, and, in my opinion, the best in the 
World. The flooring, ceiling, and sides of each cell, 
are entirely of marble, and the doors iron. He^ has 
with him one hundred and thirty convicts, which he 
brought from Auburn prison — ^besides these, he has 
one master carpenter, one mason, and one black- 
smith — no other persons except convicts are employed;—^ 
he commenced last spring, and next yeär the work 
will probably be completed. There is no wood used 
in building this prison — it is all of stone. Convicts 
are employed in quarrying, burning lime, (from mar- 
ble,) forming the stone, mason work, and making 
iron doors for the cells, <kc. The whole cost of the 
building will not exceed $75,000, about £16,500 Ster- 
ling. The decent order and conduct of the convicts 
Is wonderful ; f hey are allowed plenty of beef and 
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p&rk, and excellent bread^ but no other drink than 
good water ; those employed as smiths never work- 
ed at the trade tili they came to Sing Sing, and the 
oeatness and excellence of their work in making the 
doors and locks for the cells, are really astonishing. 
The mason work appears to be done in the best man- 
ner — the men all have a chain abont fifteen pounds. 
Their first work was to erect sheds with pine boards, 
to lodge in at night ; they are not allo wed to speak 
to each other, of course, the whole work is quietly 
conducted, without the least noise or confusion ; they 
have enjoyed remarkable good health, and though 
the Summer was uncommonly hot, and they had to 
work exposed to the sun, yet, I think, only two have 
been sick ; they never missed working every day, and 
but one has escaped« Six men, each with a musket, 
are stationed at equal distances from each other — ^the 
river in the front, serves also to prevent an escape. 
When the prison Is finished, all the convicts in the 
New York State prison in this city, about five to six 
hundred, are to be removed, and it is intended to 
employ them in making lime, and preparing marble 
in various ways to be transported to the city, to be 
used for purposes of Ornament, building, &c. The 
work is admirably calculated to promote good health, 
and so siniple, that every man can be employed ; all 
the marble they can send to this city, and to Albany, 
änd other places on the Hudson River, will meet 
with an Immediate sale, and considerable will be 
exported to the Southern states. Order, and conse- 
quently the important work of reformation, will be 
far more certain, than if various trades were pursued. 
And here, permit me to observe, that I think thy 
remark, that each convict should learn some trad^ 
does not apply to this country so much as it may to 
England. Some of our convicts have been brought 
IIP to trades, but most of them have been employed 
at farming and as labourers. If they are willing to 
work, they may readily get employment in the city 
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as labourers, or In the country as fanners. I agree 
with thee in most of the sentiments contained in thy 
private remarks, and have handed a copy to the lead- 
ing members of our legislature, who, I know, are 
heartily disposed to improve our penal code, and 
establish the mildest penitentiary System.' I have 
the füllest confidence, that the most objectionable 
parts of the commissloners report will not be adopt- 
ed ; and, in time, I am satisfied, that confinement in 
cells, on bread and water, for breach of prison disci- 
pline, will be practised instead of corporeal punish- 
ment. The public feeling, and the principles of com- 
mon sense, will prevail, and do away the deep rooted 
prejudices of our public legislation — the work is slow, 
but sure. My friend Hopkins, whose character is 
known to thee, is a good man, but the report of the 
commissloners serves to prove, that he has some very 
incorrect notlons respecting the penitentiary System ; 
however, I believe his mind is now got to be more 
enlightened on the subject. My particular and inti- 
mate friend, Gadwallader D. Golden, an eminent 
lawyer, and formerly mayor of this city, and now a 
member of the Senate of this State, has been closely 
united with me for many years, in endeavours for 
the improvement of our penal laws and penitentiary 
System. He has been uniformly most decided in his 
sentiments in favour of the great object we have in 
View ; and I have füll confidence in his judgment, 
zeal, and attention to any legislative business, that 
may be introduced in the course of the present Win- 
ter. 

The prison building in Philadelphia to accommo- 
date six hundred convicts, will be flnished next year, 
and will cost flve times as much as ours öt Sing Sing, 
which will have eight hundred cells. Their plan is, 
that a convict sentenced for three, four, or five years, 
shall, during the whole period of his sentence,'be con- 
fined in his cell, at some kind of work ; this, they say, 
will pr oduce complete ref ormation, and they are so fixed 
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in their opimons of the superior efflcacy of this plan, 
that U l& in vain to urge to them that it is cruel and 
impolUic. The projectors of this plan, are my par- 
ticular friends, of the first rank and respectability in 
the City of Philadelphia. I have no doubt bat the 
experience of one year will convince them of their 
«rror. 

I cannot be reconciled to think myself deserving 
thy very handsome compliment, in attributing to me 
having an important share in the eatablishment of 
the reformatory System in this country ; the chief 
credit is due that truly wise and good man, William 
Penn, whose example and hints relating to thi» 
great subject, was acted on and improved by a nun>- 
ber of my valuable friends in Philadelphia, soon aftcr 
Pennsylvania was declared an independent State. 

I have been very much gratifled with thy Commu- 
nications, and most particularly by the several pub- 
lications on the subject of penal Jurisprudence, and 
I do beg, thou wilt be so kind as to fävour me, occa- 
sionally, with some account of the progress made in 
the reformatory system in England, and if any thing 
is dolng relating to it, on the continent. 

I remain, yours, &c. 

Thomas Eddt^ 

To WlLUAM ROSCOE, Efl«. 



Älbant/j Zlst December, 1825. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 27th. Every time 
I Visit Buflfalo, I am fuUy convinced that the conti- 
guity of our Settlements is destructive to the frac- 
tional or remnaht population of the red men, and 
that therefore their only salvation lies in removal to 
a disjtarice. I have, however, never authorizcd any 
communication through Captain Parrish, or any othcr 
agent, on that ppint. My rule has been to leave th^i 
to their own volitiona 
2Cl 
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All travellers agree, that in the ratio of their dis- 
tance from the white, In that ratio is the prevalence of 
the good qualities of the red men. All experience con- 
flrms thls remärk ; they acquire our vices without 
any of our virtues ; and they melt away on our ap- 
proach, Rice snow at the mouth of a furnace. My 
kind regards to your family. 

I am, your friend, 

De Witt Clinton. 

Mb. Tbobcas Eddy, New York. 

When Doctor Hosack contemplated writing the life 
of his friend, Thomas Eddy, he addressed a note to 
Mr. Roscoe, requesting him to furnish any Informa- 
tion he might have in regard to the Philanthropie 
labours of the Howard of AmeVica—to which the 
Doctor received the subjoined reply. It was dictated 
by the accomplished author of the Lives of the 
Medici, and of the Sovereign Pontiff, Leo X., when 
the writer could no longer bear the fatigue of writing 
a Single page with his own band. It came from a 
mind about to depart to a better world, but which 
then reflected the Images of virtue, sentiment, and 
affection, as purely as it did.in the prime of his exist- 
ence. In the soul of Roscoe there was no sediment ; 
the last rays of the lamp of life were redolent of taste 
and poesy. There was no envy, no aversion, no 
repinings breathed from bis lips, and his criticisms 
have the weight of truth and sincerity, which can 
only flow from a pure and exalted spirit. Praise 
from such a mah, under such circumstances, can 
never be forgotten. 1 could not contract this letter. 
I had no right to do it. 

Hy Dear Sir, 

Some time previous to the receipt of the letter 
with which you honoured me, dated the 29th AprH 
1829, and accompanying the present of your valua- 
ble memoir of Governor Clinton, I had an «ttack of 
paralysis, which had interfered with my usual occu- 
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pations, and for some time interrupted my correspon- 
dence ; and, although by the blessing of God, aüd by 
the aid of repeated depletion, and powerful reme- 
dies, I Jbave been restored to such a State of health as 
to be able to devote a prescribed portion of my time 
to the Society of my friends and the perusal of my 
books, a result at my titne of life (approaching my 
78th year) scarcely to be expected ; yet it has not been 
tili of late that I have been able to undertake the 
perusal of so large a work as yours, which I have 
now read, not only without any injurious conse« 
quences to my health, but with great Information 
and amusement. At the same, time I have imbibed 
a very distinct idea and favourable opinion of the 
truly great and good man, whose character you have 
so admirably depicted, and whose great and various 
mierits you have so ably illustrated and explained. 
Writing, as I now do, under the immediate impresr 
sions derived froni the perusal of your noble tribute 
to the memory of your friend, it would be unjust in 
me to suppress the feelings with which I have been 
actuated, or to deny that, highly as I estimate such a 
character in a nation abounding in great men, I con- 
sider your production as having shown you worthy 
to have been bis biographer, and whilst you have 
raised an imperishable monument to his fame, to 
have given the surest earnest of your own. In addi- 
tion to the regret I feel, in not having been able to 
reply sooner to your letter, 1 am sorry not to have 
transmitted you the few documents requested by you, 
respecting my late highly esteemed friend, Thomas 
Eddy, of whom I have read several very interesting 
memorials in your work ; but the same calamity that 
prevented me from writing, also prevented me from 
performing this duty, having taken me when my 
paf)ers were in such a State of derangement that they 
could not, for a long time, be looked into. I am, how- 
ever, in some degree, consoled by the consideration, 
that you will not have been delayed in your intend- 
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ed account of Mr. Eddy, by my apparent negUgenoe ; 
my corre^pondence with bim being only oocasional, 
and extending to little more thau tbe iuterchange of 
new publications, although I always entertained a 
very high opinion both of bis benevolence and bis 
literary talents. As the Indisposition to which I 
have referred, attacked me at a time wben I was en- 
gaged in a debate with some of your countrymen, 
on the subject of prison discipline, my medical friends 
advised me, for a time, not to enter again upon that 
subject, and it is only of late that I have been able to 
have the satisfaction of hearing of the system of dis- 
cipline recently established at Pennsylvania ; whence, 
for many years, I have been led to expect the adop- 
tion of the horrid punlshment of solitary /^onfinement, 
without permitting the convicts to labour; with 
which View, the legislature haserected two large and 
expensive prisons, iritending to conflne the criminals 
in such a manner that they should be separated, not 
only by night but by day, and should be deprived of 
the Uberty of working, lest it should be an allevia- 
tion of their suffering. Against this Inhuman and 
uhchristian-like system, my humble voice has been 
ralsed, amongst those of many others of more impör- 
tance, for several years past ; but it is only a few 
weeks since that I have learnt, by a communication 
of authentic documents from Philadelphia, that the 
legislature have at length given way to the feelings 
of humanity, and have determined that the convicts 
shall be allowed to labour in the day, and shall be 
instructed for that purpose, as well as in whatever 
eise may be requisite for their reformation. The 
commissioners, whom the legislature had appointed 
to consider and report to them on this subject, had. 
indeed, recommended to them. in their report, that 
the convicts should be permitted to labour in compa- 
nies, under proper restriction ; but with this the legis- 
lature would not comply, which I cannot but greatly 
regret ; although I cannot but rejoice, at the same 
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time, that so much has been accompllshed ; ocmftider- 
ing the object of labour, or no labour, as being, in fact, 
the only question in debate, and being of opfnion, 
for various reasons, that the legislature will be 
obliged to resort to the plan recommended by their 
commissioners. By this decision, Iconceive the great 
question of prison discipline, as far as regards the 
United States, is finally settled ; every other place, 
except Philadelphia, already adopted that plan, there- 
by making crime to counteract itself, and repair, as 
far as possible, the evils it has occasioned. In no 
country has this principle been so well understood, 
or carried so far, as in your own, and the relinquish- 
ment of it for the Bastile System of solitary confine- 
meot, would have grieved me more than I can express ; 
but, thank God, my dread of that is over; ^nd I shall 
now die in peace, convinced that the time will arrive 
when my own country will foUow the example. 

You will not be surprised to hear that our canal 
navigations, which have bitherto been very produc- 
tive, are depreciated by the completion of our rail- 
way f rom Liverpool to Manchester ; whlch Is shortly 
expected to be succeeded by one from Liverpool tö 
London, and by several others in diflferent parts of 
the kingdom ; but our small dykes bear no Propor- 
tion to your magnificent aqueducts, which, I suppose, 
«et all competltion from railways at defiance. 

I send you an account of the Liverpool and Man- 
chester road, as Just published, by my next neigh- 
bour, Mr. H. Booth, the Treasurer of the undertaking, 
which, I think, will interest you. I have also added 
a copy of my discourse on opening the Liverpool 
Institution, and of a work I published some years 
since, entitled, << lUustrations of the Life of Loreazo 
de Medici," one or both of which you have probably 
before seen ; but which I begVou will accept, as a 
mark of sincere respect and attachment, with which 
I am, my dear sir, your very faithful and obliged 
frlend, W. Robcoe. 

28 
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I have been obllged to>avall myself of the pen of 
my youngest daughter, the only one of my famlly 
who at present resides with me, and who desires tx) 
be recorded with rne as sincerely attached to a coun- 
try where she has already many hlghly valuable 
friends. 

W.R. 
Toxteth Park, near Liverpool^ 
July 13^A, 1830. 

Datid Hoiack, M. D., f. R. S., New Yoik. 



On the 23d December, 1817, Mr. Eddy lost his son, 
John Hartshorne Eddy. He died in the 34th year of 
his age. He was a remarkable young man. At the 
age of twelve years, he lost his hearing from the 
scarlet fever ; he had then only the common and 
ordinary Instruction of a boy of that age. On his 
recovery, he discovered an ardent desire for know- 
ledge, and commenced with zeal the process of self- 
instruction, and that so successfüUy, that, at eighteen, 
he was far advanced in polite literature, having ac- 
quired a good knowledge of the Latin and French 
languages. He was accomplished in drawing, botany 
painting, and poetry ; and, at the same time, pursued, 
with assiduity his mathematical studies. We have 
known more than one instance, in which the misfor- 
tune of deafness has given new acuteness and energy 
to the mind. The restlessness that generally attends 
this misfortune, drives the mind to examine its own 
resources, and to weigh its own powers ; and it is 
astonishing how much can be done, when we are 
obliged to do it, either by motives of advancement, 
ambition, or necessitjr ; and no necessity is stronger 
than that of preventing the mind from preying upon 
itself. The paintings of young Mr. Eddy showed taste 
and skill, but he did not choose to follow the art as 
a profession ; it had too much to do with others to 
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satisfy hlm. He painted only for amusement. He 
löved poetry in early life, for it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of pouring out bis feelings without disguise ; 
but he found, at a later period, how much excitement 
it costs to make iaiages- from nature and truth, to 
bathe them in the purest blood of the heart, and 
then to send them out to a cold, critical world. At 
length, he, in a good measure, gave up his muse, and 
devoted hia time to the sciences. In the pu[suit of 
mathematies, geometry, astronomy, and topography, 
there are no throes or agonies, and but few difficulties 
of any kind in the pathway. To these studies he 
gave almost undivided attention. In this almost 
pure abstraction, the memory is not busy, and the 
heart is still. He pursued his scientific course several 
years ; and, for exercise and amusement, he made 
topographical surveys in every part of the State of 
New York, and drew several maps. His large map 
of the State, the best that had ever been drawn of it, 
was published the year after his death, but it was in 
the hands of the engraver before his decease. In his 
tour of topographical surveying, he improved his 
knowledge of botany, for there was nothing painful 
in this science; for, while the flower and herb give 
delight to the senses, they are subjects of soothing 
contemplation to the mind. . The wonders« of nature 
are as fuUy developed in the humble violet or daisy, 
ES by the whole forest, and, to the mind of the phi- 
losopher, as distinctly prove the existence of a God, 
as the astounding cataract or terrific volcano. Mr. 
Eddy was ready, with his pen, to perform any Ser- 
vice to science or the arts. Dr. John W. Francis, to 
whose literary taste and talents we are often much 
Indebted, in a memoir of his friend, written soon 
after his decease, says, — " Mr. Eddy was the author 
of a number of essays which appeared in the news- 
papers, on botany and other branches of natural 
history ; on geography, and the internal improvement 
of this State. An essay on geography, which he 



32B LIFE OF TH0MA9 SDDT. 

intended for publlcatioa in this magaziae, will pro- 
bably shortly appcar. He was a membcr of the Neiw 
York Historical Society, and, in 1816, was elected to 
a similar honour in the Llteraryand Pliilosophical 
Society of New York. To tliis latter association he 
communicated an interesting memoir on the geograr 
phy of Africa. That unfortunate mariner, Captaln 
James Riley, the narrative of whose sufferings has 
awake](^ed so large a portion of public attention, had 
applied to Mr. Eddy to draw for him a map of part 
of Africa. This- gave Mr. Eddy the occasion of 
examining the different accounts that had been pub- 
lished by different travellers, on African geograpliy ; 
and, without passing sentence of condenmation on 
any writer for wilful misrepresentations, he gives 
due credit to the Statement of Captain Riley. Captain 
Riley has, indeed, been pronounced a loose writer by 
an anonymous reviewer ; but the testimonies to his 
worth and veracity are most * respectable, and, be- 
sides, he is subject to the evidence of living witnesses. 
It cannot be denied, that his work contains most 
important views of interior Africa ; and it is grati- 
fying to observe, that a gentleman posse»9ed of the 
talents and learning of Hugh Murray, Esq., should, 
in his enlarged edition of Leyden's Historical Account 
of Discoveries and Travels in Africa, pay the tribute 
of high regard to our American narrator. 

Enough has been said to show, that the strongest 
principle of action in John H. Eddy, was the laud- 
able desire to be useful ; that he was superior to 
making a trade of liberal pursuits, and generous in 
pecuniary matters, is admitted by those to whom he 
was best known. To conclude this hasty Sketch, it 
is unfortunately too frequently our lot, to lament the 
seemingly untimely departure of aspiring genius and 
worth ; but it may confldently be said, seldom could 
our regret and lamentation be more feelingly be- 
stowed, than on the subject of this brief memorial. 
Time and talents have rarely been more constan^y 
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or more undeviatingly directed to oljjects of substan- 
tial importance ; and it is painful to reflect, that his 
fatal illness was prematurely induced, in consequence 
of such exertions. Let the qualities of his heart and 
his moral excellence command our regard ; for the 
s^vices he has rendered, let the debt of gratitude be 
paid to his memory. W. 

The following specimens of Mr: Eddy's poetry are 
sufflcient to convince any one who reads them, that 
he had a cultivated mind. a feeling heart, and a fine 
Imagination. The Lament on his misfortunes, writ- 
ten when the aüthor was only eighteen years of ag6, 
is, beyond all question, an honourable proof of mind 
and taste. — 

In former days how blithe my moments past, 
Each New Year's day was happier than the last; 
Unknown to sorrow, and serenely gay, 
In mirth and frolic passed my harmless day ; 
Unconscious of the 111 by fate design'd 
Fond dreams of glory filled my youthful mind—*- ' 
Now, sad reverse! tnough scarce to manhood grown,^ 
Has dire inisfortune mark'd me for her own. 
No social converse charms my listless ear, 
In death-like silence roUs my lonely year, 
Lonesome l sit, of every hope despoil'd, 
The sons of pleasure shun misfortune's ehild. 
Unfit for me are those whose hours employ 
The voice of gladness- and the song of joy^ 
I^ careless apathy I pass the day 
With some dull book to trifle time away^ 
Or take a lonely walk, or pluck a flower, 
Or mark fhe presage of a Coming sbower, 
Or paint söme landscape on the verdant plain, 
Or Doonding vessel on the wat'ry main, 
Or muse in silence on an absent mind 
And dream of pleasure that I ne'er shall find^ 
Or pore npon the news with serious face, 
Ana mark what slaughter Europe's realms defaee. 
Thns pass my days — ^but when the evening ray 
Smiles in the west, with purple lustre gay, 
I mark the moon that skirts the fleecy cloud, 
Or veils her beauty in the misty shroud, 
Whilei Stars unnnmbered deck the blue profonnd, 
Whose sparkling fires her silver throne Surround, 
Light all the yast expanse, and move sublime 
Thro' Heaven's vast con6ave from the depths of time ; 
Then shine the streams where silent yessels glide, 
And scaice a zephyr curls the glassy tide. 
O'er misty vales the mountains rise to nght, 
And shadowy j^randeur fills the vaull of night — 
This is reflection's hour— the shining sceae 
Sheds o'er my pensive mind a soft sereue, 

2R 28* 
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In bright soccession fancy's visions roll, 

And hope, sweet fiatterer ! soothes my troubled sonl: 

Perhaps e'en yet, the Almighty's boundless power 

May crown my wishes in some happier hour, 

May bid misfortune's iron band forDear, 

Or grant xne fortitude, my doom to bear ; 

Perhaps e'en now bis cruel seeming will, 

By this, restrains me from tbe paths of ill. 

Ijien cease this strain — these useless plaints gire o'er, 

Wbat Heaven has done is rigbt, repine no more. 

The friendly poetical epistle addressed to his 
friend, William L. Fisher, after a pleasant Visit in 
New Bedford, among ihose enlightened and excel- 
lent Friends, the Rodmons and Rotches of that placCi 
is füll of easy and courteous verse. 

Health to my fricnd — ^may Heaven unceasing shed 
Its choicest blessings on his youthful head; 
Füll two long months in one dull round have past, 
From pleasing Bedford since I heard the last. 
Whence this delay 1 bat ah ! I guess the cause, 
'Tis love's soft chain, and powerful beauty draws 
Tby thoughts away— and well at beauty's smile 
Thou might'st forget an absent friend awhile. 
This is the truth — I do not ask defence, 
I know thy friqndship, and forgive the offence. 
I hope she smiles, for well I know the care 
And painful hours rejected lovers share. 
And can a nymph of Bedford's gentle train, 
(The gentlest sure that ever trod the plain,\ 
The profier'd band of faithful love disdain f 
In such soft bosoms can the spirit live, 
That joys to triumph in the pains they give *t 
Sweet Bedford ! Oft thy scenes I call to view, 
And oft the moment when I bade adieu. 
Tho' many a day on tedious wings have flown 
Since thee I left, and sought the noisy town, 
Where vice and folly hold alternate sway, 
And care and langour wear my hours away ; 
Yet oft remembrance, kindly soothing power! 
Recalls the scene of many a happier nour, 
The evening walk along the dusky green, 
The social circle and the smile serene, 
The nymph*s soft charms, the aged's various worth 
All wake the sigh that pleases more than mirth. 
Mav he, the chief, in length of years grown gray, 
Still view with pleasure many a natal day ; 
His reverend head may dreams from Heaven compose, 
And calm contentment and serene repose. 
And he whose hospilality I prov'd, 
Long may he live, respectea and belov'd— 
And she with every gentle virtue fraught, 
Whose friendly kindness ne'er shall leave my thonght, 
May every gift, that generous fortune pours, 
Gild the calm current of their peaceftil hours, 
May Heaven direct their steps remote from strife, 
And smile serenely on their cloee of life, 
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And place, approving, in the realms of rest, 

" Where virtae triumphs and her sons are blest." 

What pleasing visions charm the hoors of youth, 
When fancy cheats us in the guise of truth, 
In life's gay mpm, when hope's amusing. ray 
Shines on the opening mind serenely gar, 
When all is rapture, and no'cares control 
The voice of nature in the youthful soul ; 
Hence joys long past in fancy oft we view, 
A painfttl prospect, yet 'tis pleasing too; 
Each magic charm of Laura's smile divine, 
Each modest virtue in her thoughts that shine : 
These wake the glow of sentiment sincere, 
Oh 1 could my verse that sentiment declare ; 
But far unequal to the arduous strain 
It drops a theme it never can sostain ; 
May she, sweet nymph, be Heaven's pecnliar care, 
And be she hapjpy as her form is fair. 

Methinks I view each absent friend again, 
Tho' Wide the distance, yet 'tis wide in yain, 
In yain the mountains rise, the billows roll, 
They ne'er can change the feelings of my soul, 
Those finer feelings to the world unknown, 
Inspir'd by Bedford's calm delights alone ; 
Oh ! Were it mine those calm delights to share, 
But fate vindictive disappoints my prayer. 
By hard necessity*s command I stay, 
Nor tempt the dangers of the wat'ry* way 
While Winter reigns around ; but when the spring 
Retums with fragrance on the zephyr's wing, 
To thee and Bedford's calm delignts Fll haste, 
And leave the noisy town, true genuine joys to taste^ 

With wishes for thy health, to thee, my ft'iend, 
From Hudson's bank this careless verse I send. 
Accept the wishes of a rhyming swain, 
The meanest vdt'ry of the muses' train. 
In artless numbers flow these careless lays, 
Careless of censure, not unpleased with praise. 
I write in verse, becausein verse I find 
I best can teil the feelings of my mind, 
And oft the muse with kind assuasive power, 
Qan steal from sorrow many a pleasing hour. 
For on my youthful days misfortune frowns. 
And many a joy the stream of sorrow drowns ; 
And shoiüd my verse beguile one pensive sigh, 
Or draw the approving glance from friendship's eye, 
Fll thank the muse that gave the tuneful strain 
To please my friend, and soothe my mental pain. 

.We have remarked, that Mr. Eddy gave up the 
sweet Wanderings of literature, for the sciences öf 
geography, topography, mineralogy, and statistics ; 
but he never lost his love of botany. He had been 
taught this science by Doctor Hosack, and always 
feit grateful to his eminent instructor, for the pains 
he took in making him acquainted with herb, flower, 
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and tree, from the hyssop that springeth from the waUj 
to the cedar of Lebanbn. His mind had a most noble 
scope in the field of science, not confined to those vre 
have named ; for, before he was thirty years of age, 
he seemed determined to make himself acquainted 
with many things, then but partlally known, as may 
be Seen by the foUowing extract from The American 
Monthly Magazine and Critical Review. 

So long ago as the year 1814, the following queries 
were prepared by the late John H. Eddy, of this city. 
He had them printed in the form of a circular, and a 
number of copies were sent to various gentlemen in 
different parts of the country to which they relate. 
Few Communications, however, were received in 
reply; and the muUiplied avocations of Mr. Eddy 
compelied him to .postpone the prosecution of his 
inquiries to a period of greater leisure. But an 
untimely death, arresting him in the midst of his 
labours, has torn him from science and his country, 
and left the task to other hands. With the view of 
reviving inquiry upon this subject, we publish the 
circular drawn up by Mr. Eddy, and solicit the atten- 
tion of the scientific to the topics therein suggested. 
Any Communications, addressed to the editors, will 
be gladly received, and immediately placed in the 
possession of one who will turn them to good account. 

New York, March 14, 1814. 

The unexampled progress of cultivation and im- 
provement in that part of the State of New York, 
lying west of the naeridian of the village of Utica, 
and the surprising increase of its population, and 
produce, present a subject of inquiry highly interest- 
ing, not only as aflförding a basis for a correct calcu- 
lation of the future advance of our interior Settle- 
ments to the west, where lands, and the title to it, are 
good, and thus alffording a glirüj)se of the scene our 
country is one day, we may hope, destined to pre- 
sent; but it has opened to the Observation of the 
geographer and the geologist, a number of very 
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curious particulars in its general topography, which 
do not, to my kno wledge, exist, at least in so remark- 
able a degree, or to so great an exteut, in any other 
part of the United States. To collect facts relative 
to these, and by comparing these facts with eaeh 
other, and judging by the rules of analogy drawn 
from slmilar appearances in other parts of the globe, 
to endeavour to discover the probable cause of the 
Singular features I have mentioned, has induced me 
to take the liberty of addressing you, and to beg the 
favour of you to answer the queries Inclosed, as far 
as your knowledge extends, and as much in detail as 
you conveniently can. But before proceeding to the 
querieSj I will add some conjectures of my own, drawn 
from the very limited means of Information I at pre- 
sent possess. 

It is well known that there are, at the Little Falls 
of the Mohawk river, evident marks of the rocks 
having been formerly washed by the waves, or by a 
current of water one hundr^d feet above the present 
surface at the head of the falls. Now it appears, by 
the levels taken by the surveyors employed by the 
commissioners of the Grand Canal, that the surface 
of the water at that place, is less than sixty feet 
lower than at Rome, therefore it seems to me there 
can be no doubt, that when the waters washed the 
top of the hill at the falls, the country above, along 
the Valley of the river, as far as (and much, farther 
than) Röme, must once have been the bottom of a 
large lake, bounded on each side, at no great distance, 
by the uplands, and jpresenting, in shape, a long nar- 
row arm, similar to the present lakes of Cayuga and 
Seneca; and as there is a gradual descent in the 
country west of Rome, as far as Three-River Point, 
and the elevation from that point to the falls of the 
Seneca river near Scawyace, is very inconside^rable, 
it seems to me equally undöubted, that the waters 
once reached so far, including the present Cayuga, 
Cross, Onondaga, and Oneida lakes, the last of which 
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I imcigine was near the centre. I suppose thls great 
lake to have t)een bounded on the east by the hill at 
the falls; OQ the south by the uplands, giving rise to 
the head waters of the Susquehannah; on the north 
by the elevation of the great step from the lower 
falls on Gennesee to Oswego Falls; and on the east, 
by the uplands between the head wate^s of Mud 
Creek and Genesee River. Its extent up the Valley 
of Mud Creek I don't pretend to conjecture, but sup- 
pose its length from east to west may have been 
about a hundred and twenty miles, and its breadth 
in general about twenty. All the country within 
these limits is a flat, surrounded by much higher 
land, and its soll, and likewise its small and almost 
imperceptible horizontal inclination is, I believe, 
precisely similar to the muddy bottoms of the lakes 
I have mentioned. But the circumstance which 
seems to me most strongly to corroborate my opinion, 
is the known decrease in the waters of these lakes^ 
and, of course, diminution In their extent, and the 
time probably is approaching when they will be 
entirely. drained, and when the land left by the 
water is covered with timber, (which would soon be 
the case if left to nature,) it will present a country 
similar in appearahce to that on the south side of 
Oneida Lake, the Cayuga marshes, &c., with creeks 
meandering through it like the Seneca River, Oneida, 
Cpwaselon, and Wood Creeks, (fcc, &c. 

Please favour me with your ideas on the subject, 
when convenient, and send me by mail, as far as may 
be in your power, answers to the foUowing queries. 
John H. Eddt, No. 220 Wüliafn-street. 

h Do you know of any additional circumstances 
confirming the above supposition, such as traces of 
water at other places much above its present level, 
and near the supposed boundary I have sketched'out? 

2. Are there any traditions among the Indians, 
tl)at the country was formeriy covered with water ? 
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3. Do you know how far the rldge, on whlch the 
ridge road is constructed from Lewistown to the 
lower falls of Genesee, extends to the eastyrard of 
Oenesee River, and do you know of any other 
remarkable ridge or steps, similar to that wbich 
occasionQ the falls of Niagara and Oswego ? State its 
height, dii;ection, extent and composition. 

4. What is the composition of rocks in your 
neighbourhood, and how do they lie ? — ^in strata or 
otherwise ? inclined or horizontal ? 

6, What strata are observed in the earth in digging 
wells, &c. 

6. What Shells are found ? on the surface or what 
depth ? are they similar to the shell-fish at present 
existing in the adjoining waters, or are they of 
unknown species? are they found in the hills, or in 
the Valleys, or in both ? 

7^ Have any bones of animals been found? — of 
what kind? — in the hills, or in the Valleys, or in 
both? 

8. Do you know of any petrifactions in your 
neighbourhood? — of what kind ? and do they resem- 
ble things now existing, or are they of unknown 
substances? are they found in the hills, or in the Val- 
leys, or in both ? 

9. What trees or plants are peculiar to the respec- 
tive soils of the Valley of the lake I have supposed, 
and the uplands? (Note, the botanical names of 
trees and plants should be mentioned, if in your 
power, the English names being applied to very dif- 
ferent species in different parts of the country.) 

10. Do you know of any means of ascertaining, 
or estimating, the age of the forest trees which grow 
on the old Indian fortifications ? 

11. Do you know at what rate per annum the 
lakes in your neighbourhood decrease ? or how much 
have they decreased within your knowledge, or that 
of creditable people ? . . 

12. Are there any Indian hieroglyphics extant in 
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your neighbourhood 7 can you send me a copy, wlth 
the meaning, if it can be obtained— or drawings and 
plans of any Indian antiquitles? 

13. I have heard that the Indians on the Missis- 
sippi, whose language is totally different, can yet 
understand each other very correctly by means of 
signs ; is it so with those in your neighbourhood, 
and can you describe their metbod ? 

14. What effect hasthe Clearing and settling the 
country had on the climate — do the streams dimi- 
nish, and in what degree ? 

15. What is the present Variation of the magnetic 
needle with you, and what has it been formerly, and 
at what places observed i 

16. It has been remarked in Europe that the Varia- 
tion was effected by an earthquake ; can you recol- 
lect about the time of the late earthquaices, which 

. extended (I believe) northeasterly from the Missis- 
sippi, about two years ago, that there was any 
change in the Variation, and how much? 

17. Have you ever observed the Aurora Borealis, 
or northern lights, in your neighbourhood? when 
and where? and describe the phenomena — can you 
recoUect any change in the Variation at the time? 
this has been observed in Europe. 

18. What do you suppose may be the average ele- 
vation of the hüls in your neighbourhood above their 
base? _ * 

19. Send me si, description, and (if convenient) a 
drawing of any Singular and unaccountable natural 
featute in the country, or of any extraordinary phe- 
nomena. 

20. How far can the great step, which occasions 
the falls of Niagara, be traced into Ganada, and in 
what direction — the same of the ledge which occa- 
sions the rapids at Black Rock? 

21. Latitudes and longitudes of any part of the 
country^ ^ill be very important in constructing a 
correct map of the State, and if you can furnish me 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDDT. 337 

wlth any usefnl observatioias, they will be bighiy 
acceptable, — please to describe the obsenration, and 
the instraments used. 

The mind that could pass from the infiplrations of 
the Muse to such deep questions of philosophy, was 
one of no ordinary ränge ; and, by the very point of 
the questions^ as well as from his own suggestions, 
we conceive a high idea of his powers, and feel dis* 
tressed to think, that so laborious and sagacious a 
man should have died so young ; for much might 
have been expected from a scholar in the prime of 
life, pursuing such a course. There are but few in 
this country, who had, at the same time, leisure, in- 
clination, and talents, to make such philosophical 
examinations^ 

The early education of Mir. Eddy was, as the fact 
is given by himself, miscellaneous and scanty. The 
most approved schools in his youthful days were very 
indifferent, compared with those of modern times, 
and but little more than the ftrst elenaents of educa- 
tion could be had in them. He was in a good mea- 
surfe self-taught, and by observing a right course, he 
was constanlly at school, while in the course of his 
business, and gained a knowledge of the world as he 
proceeded int the dutiis of Hfe. Such knowledge, if 
not at first enlirely correct, has a seif correeting prln- 
ciple in it, which is experience. 

His mind was so well disciplined, that every thing 
he gained hekept ; and in gathering up histreasures 
of knowledge^ he always calculatedon ulteriorviews, 
which were not then, eveu to his own mind, fuUy 
developed. He was ambitious of attainment, but. 
never suffered his vanity to interfere with the meaiis 
of gaining knowledge, for he was al great pains in 
getting the opinion of the wiÄe and göod on every 
subject ; but he never foUowed the opinions of any 
maUi until he had studied the subject tboroughly, 
2S 29 
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and weighed every opinion offered. He compared 
all, and, as an Optimist, selected for himself. He 
never seemed startled at any theory , however Singular, 
but took the pains to examine it calmly, and if bound 
to refüte it, did it mildly, but distinctly. In all bis 
exertions, be always measured tbe means in regard to 
tbe ends, and was seldom deceived in bis calculations; 
yet, at times, be was considered as a bold financier, 
füll of expedients ; but tbe results always Justified bis 
calculations, and tbere can be no doubt, but tbat tbe 
opinions wbicb be olBTered on various subjects to the 
corporations to wbicb be belonged, wbicb were not 
adopted in tbe early part of bis course, but wbicb 
proved in tbe end to be tbe correct ones, gave bim a 
greater influence afterwards, tban if tbey bad pre- 
vailed at the time tbey were given. 

His mind was quick, sbrewd, and logical. He 
caught a Suggestion witb great readiness, but was 
slow in making up bis judgment. He looked on all 
sides of a question witb immense care, for he was 
early taught precaution, tbe first ingredient in good 
sense. His combinations, comparisons, parallels, in- 
ferences, and arguments, were all familiär to bim 
before bis opinions were promulgated, but wben' bis 
Judgments were formed, tbey were not readily given 
up, upon any authority. If, in Coming to a conclu- 
Bion, be was slow and wary, iü action be was rapid 
and indefatigable. 

He never wrote until be bad arranged bis thoughts, 
andchosen bis language to clothe them; of course, 
tbere is a neatness and fine connexion in bis writ- 
ing, wbicb, if tbey do not exalt bis style to cletssical 
beauty, make it a much better business vebicle. 
Tbere are no extraordinary thoughts, no wonderfuUy 
brilliant sentences, in bis productions, tbat could be 
quoted to show bis strengtb of wing or boldness of 
flight, but in every work of bis tbere are exhibited 
streng features, and as a whole, the production Is 
always effective. A forcible tbinker, witb only a 
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fair vocabulary, makes a clear and impresslve wrlter, 
Mr. Eddy uses good words in their proper places, and 
that always makes a good style for any subject-mat- 
ter. His logic has much of the Aristotelian clearness 
about it ; but belng exercised upon the practical affairs 
of life, instead of ingenlous theories, it is not so 
apparent. 

His time was all his own, for he had no days of 
gloom or hypochondriacism to weaken the energies 
of his mind, thi*ough the pulses of his heart. He 
indulged in no morbid views of life, nor suffered 
from over strained feelings at human misery, but he 
knew all the evils that existed, and had nerve enough 
to combat them. He depended for fame on no one 
brilliant deed, or no one fortunate occurrence, but on 
a life of active benevolence. A command over his 
passions, is the first lesson that he who intends to 
live for mankind, should learn. It is in this cool sere- 
nity that the mind gains its greatest strength and 
aptitude for action. When obtained, it gives to youth 
the habits and facilities that belong to riper years. 
This complacency increases every day by reflection, 
and keeps the mind from decrepitude and decay in 
more advanced years. In such a State, a man, like 
the mariner sailing before the refreshing trade winds, 
can calculate almost to a certainty what may be accom- 
plished in a given time. When the Imagination is 
under proper control, and man is guided by expe- 
rience, he can correct yesterday's error, if one was 
made, by to-day's reasoning. In such a life, where 
every thing is accurately measured and survey ed, the 
World passet on ward, not like the uncertain shadow 
upon the dial of life, flitting with every cloud, but 
like the heavenly bodies, 

« Wheeling unshaken through the void immense." 

The religious order to which Mr. Eddy was attached 
by birth and principle, have ever since their rise 
been remarkable for self-discipline. This character- 
Istic gave Penn, and his successors, their influence 
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over tbe ladteous, wbieh preserved peace for eo maay 
years in thelr borders. Such mea suffer in turbu- 
lent times for not taking part in the bustle, but are 
amply repaid for thls, in their prosperity in days of 
quiet. Mr. Eddy was a firm orthodox Friend, wbose 
faitb was unshaken in the midst of difficulties. 

The recent Separation whlch has taken place in 
tbe Society of Friends, is a matter of public notoriety, 
and it is also pretty generally known, that a differ* 
ence of opinion, upon some of the leading doctrines^ 
was the cause of this unhappy division. Although 
this Separation did not take place in the society at 
New York, until after Mr. Eddy's death, yet as he, 
from the beginning,. took such a deep interest in the 
controversy, which was carried on for many years 
previous to this event, it becomes tbe duty of hU 
biographer to allude to it. 

A late celebrated minister in the society, who, from 
bis strong natural talents, purity of life, and patri- 
«archai appearauce, had obtained unbounded influence 
Ovar a large portion of the members, for many years 
previous to Mr. Eddy's death, was very actlve and 
zealous in propagating bis peculiar sentiments upon 
the doctrines of the atonement and divinity of our 
Saviour. Without meaning, in the least, to call in 
question bis sincerity, or the purity of bis motivea^ 
it must be admitted, that he beld opinions on those 
important doctrines, and also respecting the holy 
scriptures, which differed materlally from those beld 
by Robert Barclay, and the early Quäkers. They 
ever believed in the divinity of the Saviour, and in 
the efiicacy of the outward atonement, in conjunc- 
tion with spiritual regeneration ; whilst he lowered 
the character of the Redeemer, to that of a good mauj 
and holy pattern, and denied tbe efficacy of the 
atonement altogether, relying solely on the regene- 
ration, as a means of Salvation. The founders of 
the society also, uniformly upheld tbe autbenticity 
and Inspiration of the scriptures, declaring them to 
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be the only outward Standard for determining the 
soundness of their doctrines, and the tnith of their 
principles; whilst tbis modern preacher frequently 
ealled in question their divine authority. 

Mr. Eddy, and other influential members of the 
Society, took an active part in endeavouring to arrest 
the progress, of wbat they considered heterodox opi- 
nions, and they always openly declared, that the 
doctrines promulgated by the preacher before men* 
tioned, were contrary to the fundamental principles 
of the Society, and that therefore th^y could have no 
unity with him. Mr. Eddy was one of the wärmest 
advocates in favour of orthodox opinions, and one of 
the earliest to detect the heterodoxy of the new prin- 
ciples. Regardless of worldly consequences, he had 
tbe courage openly and hcmestly to avow bis senti- 
ments, and thus became unpopulär with those in tbe 
Society, who took the opposite side ; but tbis moved 
htm not — and he continued, through evil report and 
good report, to show bis marked disapprobation of 
tbose doctrines, until bis death. 

No cause was so dear to bis heart, as the interests 
of the Society in which he was born and educated, 
a&d for which he always manifested the most ardent 
attachment ; he, therefore, most deeply deplored the 
division of sentiment, upon wbat he considered vital 
principles. 

Tbe yearly meeting of Friends in England, which 
may be aptly termed the parent society^ has offlcially 
pronounced its condemnation of the novel doctrines 
which were promulgated here, and refuses to hold 
any int'ercourse with the Society in tbis country, 
which sanctions those doctrines. 

So far, therefore, as human authority goes, Mr. 
Eddy's opinions have been completely sustained; 
and although he did not live to witness the division 
In tbe Society which now exists, yet he clearly fore- 
saw, many years ago, that such must Inevitably be 
the result of the' controversy. 
29* 
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The celebrated preacher alluded to, has stnce fol- 
lowed Mr. Eddy to the silent grave ;— they are both 
removed beyond the sphere of human praise or cen- 
sure, and we may safely leave them in the handa of 
Him whojudgethrighteously, and who alone kno weth 
the secrets of all hearts. 

When the mind Is serene, there is nothing of the 
value of life lost in pungent regret for hasty conduct 
and irritable feelings, and nothing by the intoxica- 
ting influence of inordinate Joy. To one prepared to 
be happy by religious philosophy and self-discipline, 
bent on pursuing " the even tenor of bis way," curi- 
osity, desire of knowledge, and love of fame, " the 
last infirmity of noble minds," are all subservient to 
happiness. 

Mr. Eddy had fine powers of conversation. He 
was gently animated in speaking in public or pri- 
vate, and seemed to proceed with ease and fluenc^. 
If bis eloquence had nothing in it of the force of the 
rapid stream, or the sweep of the tide, still It was 
more difflcult to resist ; it was like the gentle drop- 
pings whose continuance will wear away the stone. 
He had no equal in managing a matter before a deli- 
berative body. He watched the ^^mollia tempora 
fandi," and Said no more than just what was wanted 
for the occasion. He was unruffled when hardly 
listened to, and sometimes rudely treated ; but at the 
next interview, it was seen that he had made an Im- 
pression on him, who had, perhaps, in a moment of 
Irritation, turned hastily away. Most minds are to 
be won. if the suitor only knows the means, and 
notices the proper seasons for bis appliances. . 

He was conscious that he was acting for the pub- 
lic good, and was therefore always self-possessed. 

As a neighbour, Mr. Eddy was kind and obliging, 
and attentive to all the little courtesies of life, and 
was loved and respected by those near him, which 
cannot always be said even of those who are striving 
to benefit mankind. 
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In tbe domestic clrcle he was pleasant etnd Instrne- 
tive, and seemed desirous of Alling up every hour as 
of some value tö himself and to others. He seemed 
desirous of examining the mind and habits of the 
young, in order to assist them in gathering up pro- 
per Stores of knowledge, and of giving a right direc- 
tion to their affections. This communion wlth 
young minds is as beneficial to those in years, as to 
the youth who listens to the lessons of age. The 
fresh and. novel views of the world, Coming all unso-* 
phisticated from the young, awaken the recoUections 
of youth in the mind of one near the grave, and he 
seems to travel back again with pleasure to the days 
when every Vision was bright, and hope had not 
known the companion of her later years — disappoint- 
ment. The value of existence will unquestionably 
be increased, when we come to understand by the 
mental improvements which are going on, how much 
good we may do, and of how much happiness we 
are susceptible. 

The person of Mr. Eddy bore no extraordinary 
marks to the casual observer. He was about flve 
feet six inches in height, of a muscular, compact 
frame, capable of t)earing great fatigue without in- 
convenience, and he delighted in corporeal activity as 
well as mental exertion, His head was large and 
well shaped, the features of his face were strong and 
prominent, and his whole physiognomy bold and 
striking. The elevation of his eyebrows gave the 
whole countenance an air of profound meditation. 
He dressed with great uniformity and neatness. If 
his face bore deep traces of thought, there were none 
of grief. He commemorated the death of his friend 
with pious and afFectionate propriety, but indulged 
in no feverish lamentations at their departure, bow- 
ing in humble resignation to the will of heaven. 
He had been failing for several months, but. at 
last his death was as sudden as his life was serehe. 
He died on the 16th of September, 1827, in the sixty- 
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ninth year of bis age, of paralysis. He, who bad 
done so mucb to alleviate the sufferings of otherS) 
was not doomed to su£fer mucb bimself. For him 
death bad no sting and the grave no victory. Tbe 
sweet precepts and boly influence of Cbrlstianity bad 
destroyed botb. 

More tban.four years previous to Mr. Eddy's deatb, 
be withdrew bimself from tbe affalrs of tbe New 
York Hospital, as appears by the foUowing note, In 
Order that the Institution might bave tbe benefit of 
tbe Services of a younger man. 

To the Govemars of the New York Hospital. 

Gentlemen, 

As tbe annual election will take place in tbe 
course of this month, it appears to me my duty 
respectfuUy to in form you, that it is my wisb not to 
be con^dered as a candidate to serve as one of tbe 
Governors for the ensuing year. 

Having now been twenty-eight years engaged in 
the Service of the Hospital, it is with extreme reluc- 
tance that I withdraw myself from any longer taking 
a part in the management of its cohcerns, but I con- 
sider it not consistent with the strict rules of pro- 
priety, to hold a Station that might be flUed with 
much more usefulness by some other person, not so 
advanced in life, and more active than myself. 

I am, with sentiments of the greatest respect and 
esteem, Tour sincere friend, 

Thomas Eddt. 

New Yorkf 5th mo. 7th, 1823. 

But notwithstanding the fact that be bad retired 
from the labours of the Hospital, tbe Governors bad 
not forgotten tbe Services of their former President, 
and at the next meeting of the Board after bis deatb, 
they entered the foUowing resolution on their records: 

Tbe Secretary of tbe New York Hospital respect- 
fuUy informs tbe family of Thomas Eddy, that at a 



LIFE OF THOMAS £DDT. 34S 

meeting of the Qbvernors of the New York Hospital^ 
held 2d instant, the foUowing resolution was passed. 
Eesolvedj That this Board has heard with great 
regret the decease of their late President, - Thomas 
Eddy, who, by devoting his time and talents during 
a long course of years, to the promotion of objects of 
philanthropy, and of public Utility, has deiiervedly 
acquired the esteem of his fellow Citizens in general ; 
and by his many and important Services to this In- 
stitution, has merited particularly the gratitude of its 
Governors, and of all who are interested in its pros- 
perity. 

Robert J. Murray, Secretary, 

The periodicals of the day, in their obltuary notices, 
seemed to vie with each other in paying their tributes 
of reöpect to his. memory. Two or three of these 
notices are before us, and demand from their intrinsic 
merits, an Insertion among the matters contained in 
this life of this distinguished phtlanthropist. 

New York Daily Advertisery September^ 1827, 

In the death of Thomas Eddy, which was men- 
tioned in our paper of yesterday, the commxmlty 
have lost a most worthy and benevolent individuali 
and the Society of Friends^ to which he belonged, a 
most respectable and valtiable member. A large 
portion of a long life has been spent in active useful- 
ness, and in promoting, by his efflcient aid, almost 
every public Institution of charity and benevolence. 
For a long time he has been concerned in the go- 
vernment of the Hospital of this city ; and it is, in 
a great measure, owing to his exertions, that the 
Lunatic Asylum was established and endowed. , 

He was an early friend and supporter of the Peüi- 

tentiary system of punishment ; — a zealous patron of 

the free schools, he encouraged, to the utmost of 

his power, every important project for the extension 

,of general education ; he was a most cordial friend 

2T 
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of freedom, and a most determined opposer of slavery, 
wherever it prevailed. 

Mr. Eddy was, from the establishment öf the Ame- 
rican Bible Society, a cordial and active friend and 
manager of the Institution, where hls conduct^ in 
promoting its great objects, was always marked by 
tbe most liberal and orthodox temper and principles. 
An extensive correspondence with persons of distinc- 
tion in Europe, and particularly in Great Britain> 
rendered his name and his character familiär to many 
of tbe great philanthropists of the age; and bis 
death will be lamented by his friends in that coun- 
try, as well as in this, as a public loss. 

Preedom^s Journal, September, 1827. 

DiED, in this city, on the 16th instant, füll of 
years, and füll of honours, " rested from hls labours," 
that " his works might foUow him," the Christian, 
the Patriot, and the Philanthropist, Thomas Eddy, 
Esq. His family and friends are not called upon to 
florrow, as those who have no hope ; but, with delight, 
may dwell upon the truths of the Gospel, as exem- 
plifled in the character of the husband, the father, 
and the friend. " Let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let my last end be Ijke unto his." 

The name of ThomasEddy, and the deeds of worth 
which fiUed up his life, will be remembered and 
revered by the coloured population of our country, 
and their descendants, to the latest generations. 

Cammerdal Ädvertiser, September, 1827. 

DiED, yesterday morning, in the 70th year of his 
age, Thomas Eddy, for many years a highly respect- 
able and useful Citizen. He was an active member 
of most of our charitable institutions, in whose wel- 
fare and prosperity he was deeply interested, and in 
whose Service most of the latter part of his life was 
spent. As a governor of the New York Hospital, he 
was eminently useful, and by his firmnessof character. 
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and close application to the interest of ihe establish* 
ment, fiUed the highest Offices therein, to the entire 
approhation of his constituents. He was a firm and 
constant advocate of the Lancasterian System of edu- 
catlon, and of the immense importance of public cha- 
rity schools, In whose welfare he feit a deep and Uvely 
interest. His Services as a director of the American 
Bible Society, were duly appreciated by his fellow 
members, and by them his loss will be deeply regret- 
ted. To the descendants of Africa he was a sincere 
and valuable friend, deeply sympathizing with them 
in their low and degraded State, and endeavouring 
by every means in his power, to break the shackles 
which bind them to the cruel yoke of their oppressors. 
He was an early advocate for internal improvements ; 
and his name will be found among the first commis- 
sioners for the construction of the Erle canal. 

In Short, he was a charitable, a Philanthropie, and 
a good Citizen, a kind father, and a tender husband. 

His funeral will take place on Tuesday afternoon, 
the 18th instant, at 4 o'clock, from his late residence, 
424 Broome street. In the death of this gentleman, 
whose life has been long dedicated to deeds of cha- 
ri'ty and benevolence, our city sustains no common 
loss. His friends and connexions, and the members 
of the various societies with which he was associated, 
are respectfuUy invited to attend his funeral. 

National Gazette, Philadelphia. 

An obituary notice of Thomas Eddy of New Tork, 
was copied into our sheet yesterday, from the New 
York papers. It bears a just testimony, which we 
were glad to repeat, and to which we would add an 
humble tribute on our own part, arising from per- 
sonal acquaintance, and a deep Impression of the 
excellence of his character. Unaffected, inexhausti- 
ble goodness; sound sense; extensive Information 
on the practical interests and objects of society ; anx- 
ious, indefatigable benevolence — were the leading 
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tralts which gained for htm aa extraordlnary share 
of fond esteem and confldence, ^wherever he was 
known. He belonged to the religious denomlnation 
of Priends, and in the modest eimplicity of hls tone 
and habits, and the directness, equanimity, and tol^- 
ance of his spirit, as well as by the absolute useful- 
ness of his pursuits and studies, he seemed to reallze 
the picture which William Penn himself sketched, as 
that of a genuine disciple, and a true Christian, in 
his Interpretation of Christianity. 

. There are few, we believe, of the splendid internal 
improvementa, of the foundatlons of social charity, 
or the plans for the amelioration of public morals 
and education, that have signalized, durlng the pre- 
sent Century, the judgment, benevolence, and enter- 
prise of New York, with which the name of Thomas 
Eddy is not connected, with more or less original 
and ackhowledged merft. He was among the first 
projectors and Promoters of the Grand Oanal;^ he 
took a principal part in the establishment and admin- 
istration of hospitals, penitentiaries, high schools, and 
houses of refuge ; he entered into all their details 
with equal zeal and intelligence ; he read, he wrote, 
he travelled, almost without intermission, for pur- 
poses of common good or special humanity: — he 
united the blas and exertions of a Howard and a Bene- 
zet, to those propensities and inquiries which imme- 
diately advance the trade, agriculture, and gene- 
ral cpmfort and beauty of a State. This is a rare 
combination of tästes and endeavours, and in hlm il 
was not in the least ostentatious or ofl9icious, but 
wore a natural, easy, unobtrusive air, suitable to his 
whole mien and style, and never failed to prove efll- 
cient, when it had scope and encouragement. So 
beneficent a being is now enjoying a rest happier 
than that of any of his race, who worshipped at 
shrines of false glory, and wearied their powers in 
seeking or achieving the triumphs of ambition, vanity, 
or avarice. We have seen men of stout hearts, but 



LIFE OF THOMAS EDDY. 349 

kIndred dlspositions, moved to tears, in flrst contem- 
platlng Thomas Eddy after a certain period of Sepa- 
ration. We never approached him without expe- 
rietfcing a moral refreshment, analogous to the phy- 
sical Sensation produced by a pure, elastic, balmy 
atmosphere. The same delightful influence is always 
shed, in a measure, hy Veteran, unequivocal, active 
virtne; hut the artlessness and serenity attendingthe 
Bource in this instance, the piain dress, the homely 
Visage, the kindly eye, the chastened tone, and unso- 
phisticated reason, caused it to be feit by more minds 
with superior force. It is merely justice to add, that 
the individuals and circles with whom th^s philan- 
thropist communed and acted in New York, appre- 
ciated and honoured his peculiar worth, and will long 
praise and cherish his genial memory. All were 
alive to that spontaneous and invariable emanation 
of goodness which we have just noticed — all must 
be aware of its rarity, and regret its loss in any one 
example. 

The foUowing letter is from his friend, Governor 
Clinton, 

Albany^ Vdth Sept. 1827. 
Dear Madam, 

Permit me to mingle my tears with you, and to 
offer to you and your family my heartfelt sympathies 
on the loss of your excellent husband and my inva- 
luable friend : a man who was so much known, and 
so invariably engaged in doing good, has left a vacancy 
which it will be difflcult to All. His usefulness can 
be traced to our institutions of reform, education, and 
benevolence. 

He has foUowed his excellent coadjutors in the 
same glorious cause, Robert Bowne and John Murray, 
Jun. to the grave, and I hope to heaven. 

I am, truly, 
Yout friend, 

De Witt Clikton. 

To Blro. Eddt. 
30 
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Mr. Eddy left a widow, a son, and two daughters, 
to mourn his loss, and to cherish his memory. Mrs. 
Eddy died the summer of 1832. She feil a victlm to 
that scourge of the human race — ^the Cholera. She 
was a virtuous woman, highly respected by all who 
knew her. She was a helpmate to her spouse, as 
far as was proper for her sex, in all his labours of 
philanthropy. The silent unohtrusive course of a 
good wife, has a wonderful influence on the charac- 
ter €Uid fame of her husband. 
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MEMOIR OF WILLIAM ROSCOE, ESQ. 
Bff Dt. Thomoi Sietüort Traue, E R S., E„ ^c. 

" Clororom Virorum facta moresque posteris tradere antiquitus Qsitatam, 
ne nostris quidem te^poribus, quanquam incuriosa snorum etus omisit, quo- 
tiens magna aliqua ac nobilus yirtus ricit ac super^essa est vitkun parris 
magnisque CiTltatibus conuniine, ignorantiam recti et invidiam." — Taciti 
VUa Ägricola. 

In the sentence now quoted, Tacitns kas justly indicated the 
true objects of biography ; and, although in this humbk notice 
of our late illustrious President, I do not profess the Intention 
of handing down his character and virtue to posterity, (a task 
fortunately eonfided to abier hands,) yet I feel satisfied^ that this 
Bttempt will not be displeasing to a society of which he was at 
once the ornament and the head. As our age cannot be justly 
accused of want of curiosity respecting our contemporaries, it 
does not deserve to be cbaracterized as ignorant or euTious of 
merit. If, in tracing the career of Mr. Koscoe, we find him 
rising, by his own ezertions, from obscurity to eminence, that age 
and that country have some claims to commendation, in which 
the force of genius can overcome the obstacles of birth and for- 
tune, and elevate its possessor to the society of the noblest and 
wisest of the land. 

William Roscoe was born on the 8th of March, 1753, in the 
Old Bowling-green House, which still exists in Mount Pleasant, 
and is well known to many persons by the engraving from a 
drawing by Austin. His parents, in humble but comfortable cir- 
cumstances, were little able to advance his education ; yet anxious 
for his improvement, at the age of six they sent him to school, 
keptby a Mr. Martin, for theelementary instruction of children ; 
whence in about two year», he was removed ta the seminary of 
Mr. Sykes, at that time^a considerable private school in Liverpool. 

The instruction which young Roscoe here received was con- 
fined to English reading, writing, arithn^etic, and the elements 
of geometry. At the. age of twelve years he left school, from 
which period he may bc said to have been, in a great measure, 
his own instructor, until about the age of sixteen, when he was 
articled as clerk to Mr. John Eyes, a respectable attorney in this 
town. During the four years that elapsed between his leaving 
school and entering Mr. Eyes' office, ne occupied himself with 
desultory English reading, in cultivating some fields rented by 
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hifl &ther, and in frequenting the painting-room of a porcelain. 
manu&ctory in the neighbourhooa, where he amused himself 
with painting on china. 

At that period of his life, bis English reading appears to have 
been rather confined. His favourite authors were Shakspeare, 
Shenstone, the poems of Mrs. Catharine Philips, and the Spec- 
tator. From the fonner he imbibed a decided predilection for 
poetry« and his taste for English composition was probably 
modeiled on the elegant examples contained in the latter. It is 
curious to trace his attachment to botany and the fine aits to this 
early period. The phenomena of vegetalion, and the cultivation 
of plants, appear to have made a deep impression on his youth- 
ful mind ; and in the little cultivator of his iather's fields, we can 
trace the embryo botanist, to whose ardent enthusiasm in after 
years, we owe our botanic garden, the world the iiew arrangement 
of Scitamineae, and the süperb botanical publication on the same 
beautiful order of plants. The early essä ys in painting china-ware 
seem also to have first inspired him with a love for the fine arta^ 
and drew him on to cultivate his taste in the arts of design, in 
which he not only displayed the knowledge of an intelligent ama- 
teur, but such practical proficiency, which might have led to emi- 
nence, had his genius not been directed to other Channels, as 
several slight but spirited etchings by his band, yet in existence^ 
amply testify. 

The rudiments of Latin he acquired between the age of six- 
teen and twenty, by his own unassisted efTorts, though at a later 
period he read several of the best Latin authors in Company with 
nis friends the late WiUiam Clarke, and Richard I/>wndes, two 
young men of Liverpool, equally intent as himself on mental 
improvement. 

I may here mention, it was not unti] a comparatively later 
period of his life, and, if I mistake not, after the publication of 
the Life of Lorenzo had given him celebrity, that he began to 
study Greek. In a copy of Homer, in possession of his ^mily, 
we find the following note : — " Finished the Odyssey the day I 
came to Allerton, 18th March, 1799. W. R." 

From his fifleenth to his twentieth year, he appears, from some 
memoranda which he has left, to have studied very assiduously 
during his leisure hours; and he luckily found some associates, 
with congenial tastes and habits, of whose friendship he always 

rke, to his latest hour, with affectionate regard. Among those, 
most conspicuous were Mr. Edward Rogers, Mr. William 
Clarke, Mr. Richard Lowndes, Mr. William Neilson, and Mr. 
Francis Holden. To the latter, whose various acquirements and 
extraordinary talents were, in after life, the frequent theme of 
Roscoe's enthusiastic encomiums, he was disposed to attribute 
his first inclination to the study of modern languages ; and he 
had pleasure in acknowledging, that it was by the advice and 
encouiagement of this young friend, that he devoted himself 
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•assidttöüsly to the study of Italian. In his acquisition of the ele- 
ments of French and Italian, he does not seem to have had any 
othej^ assistance than the advice and encouragement of young 
Holden, who, seeing the aptitude and industry of his friend, 
fitrenuously urged him to pursue the path which his own genius 
had opened to his aspirations after literary distinction. 

In fact, Roscoe owed very little of his acquirements to any 
instructors. What he drew from the conversation of his early 
associates, thete is every reason to helieve he amply repaid inr 
kind ; aild, with the single exception of Bums, I do not know any 
of oUr distinguished writers who ii? less indebted to others for 
assistance in the road to literary eminence than William Roscoe—* 
certainly few of them could with ihore truth exclaim, in the lan- 
guage of Phemius, when a suppliant to Ulysses, 

During the time of his app'renticeship, Mr. Roscoe forftied an 
agreenvent with his friends Clarke, Lowndes, and Holden, to 
meet early in the morning, before the hours of business, for the 
purpose of reading together some Latin author, and discouilsing 
on what they read. The example of these yoüthful studeüttf 
cannot be too earnestly inculcated on the rising generation of 
this place, while the success of one at least of them in the fields 
of literature is a striking proof of what may be obtained by such 
appropriation ef hours too oflen lost to mental improvement 
While classic authors thus engaged his morning leisure, Roscoe 
continAed earnestly to cultivate Italian literature. It would seem 
that, before his twentieth year, he had read, in the original, several 
of the Italian historians, and, at that time even, had set his mind 
ön becoming the biographei' of Loren zo d*Medici, the great 
patron of the early restorers of ancient learning. 

Hcb had, from an early period of his life, feit the force of poetic' 
Inspiration, and had undoubtedly cultivated the muses with higfr 
promise of brilliant success, ere he had attained his twentieth' 
Summer. A considerable number of his early verses remain, 
which breathe an ardent spirit of poetry. Some of these arö 
addressed to a young lady of the same age, whose pöetical genius 
had excited his wärmest admiration, and who appears to have no 
less admired the talents of Roscoe. One of her MS. poems, 
written about 1772, contains the following lines, which at once 
prove the poetic powers of the author (destined after wards to 
become the mother of an eminent poet,) and show her discem- 
ment in detecting, in the unknown attorneys clerk, the gern of 
fiiture eminence : 

" But cease, nnr muse, üAequal to the task, 
Forbear the eitort ! and to noblelr hands . 
Resiffn the lyre ! Thee Roscoe ! eyeiy muse 
Uncalled attends, and uninvoked inspires : 
In blooming shades and amaranthine bowers 
They weave the futore garland for thy brow, 

2U .30* 
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And wait to erown thee with immortal ftme;— • 
The Wisdom leads in all her loTely walks, - 
Thee Gknius fires, and moral beauty cfaärms. 
Be it th^ task to touch the feeling heart, 
Correct iu passiona, and ezalt it9 aims; 
Teach pride to own, and owning to obey, 
Fair Virtue's dictates, and her sacred lawi ; 
To brighter worlds show thou the glorioua load, 
And be thy life as moral as tfay song." 

Congeniality of disposition and genius drew close the bands 
of friendship between this lady and Mr. Roscoe ; and it is wot- 
thy of notice, that his first published production, the poem enti- 
tled Mannt Pleasant, written at the age of nineteen, was origin- 
ally inscribed to her, although, when printed, the address was 
omitted. 

This poem, which exhibits, with considerable power of versi- 
fication, a warm poetical feeling of the beauties of nature, is still 
more remarkable for the indignant apostrophe to Brilons on 
the slave trade ; an expression of generous sympathy with the 
suffering sons of Africa, which it required no inconsiderable 
share of moral courage to promulgate at that period, and in the 
Chief seat of the odious traffic. 

" Shame to mankind ! But shame to Britons most, 

Who ^thesweets of Liberty can boast, 

Yet deaf to ev'ry human claim, deny 

That biiss to others, which themseWes enjoy, 

Life's bitter draughts with harsher bitter nU, 

Blast cv'nr joy, aiid and to ev'ry iU : 

The trembhnff limbs with galling iron bind, 

Nor loose the neaTier bondage of the mind." 

These lines are here chiefly quoted to show how early Roscoe 
denounced the traffic in human flesh ; and that the love of liberty, 
which marked his whole life, was in him not the creation of cir- 
cumstances that brought him into public notice, but had grown 
up with his expanding faculties, and became confirmed by the 
reflections of his maturer years. 

While Roscoe was thus improving his literary taste in the 
moments snatched from the ßitigues of his profession, he devoted 
no inconsiderable portion of his attention to the study and pro- 
motion of the fine arts in his native town. He was the chief 
instigator, and most active member, of a small society formed 
here in 1772, "for the encouragement of designing, drawing, 
and painting ;" and he read before the association, at one of its 
first meetings, an ode, addressed to the institution, which was 
aüerwards published with the poem of M&unt Pleasant, in 1777. 

Soon afler the termination of his articles of clerkship, Mr. 
Roscoe entered into partnership as an attorney with Mr. Aspinall, 
and in this profession he continues first with that gentleman, and 
afterwards with Mr. Joshua Lace, until the year 1 796. It is pro- 
per to remark, that Mr. Roscoe, though eminent as a practitioner, 
never relished his profession, and had always expressed his deter- 
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iiatioii to retire firom practice as an attomey, whenever the poa» 
Session of a moderate coi)ipetence sKould enable him to devote 
his attention to literary pursuits. He continued, however, for 
several years to attend sedulously to his Business ; but it was not 
until the year 1781 that the profits of his exertions enabled him 
to marry ; when he was united to Jane, the second daughter of 
Mr. William Griffies, a respectable tradesman of Liverpool. 

This Union was productive of the utmost domestic happiness 
to the subject of this memoir, and made him the happy father of 
seven sons and three daughters ; all of whom, except a son and 
a daughter, survive him. 

For several years afber his marriage, at intervals of leisure, he 
contrived to increase those rieh treasures of literary Information, 
and to cultivate that taste for the fine arts, which gave a peculiar 
eharm to his conversation, and paved the way to his future cele* 
brity. 

In the year 1787, the agitation of the abolition of the.slave- 
trade drew Mr. Roscoe into the field of political controversy, and 
he became the author of two anonymous pamphlets on that great 
question. The first was entitled, *' Original View of the Afirican 
Slave Trade, demonstrating its injustice and impolicy ; with hints 
toward a bill for its abolition." The second was called forth by 
the publication of the Rev. Raymond Harris, entitled " Scriptural 
Researches on the License of the Slave Trade." That author 
had shewn much dexterity as a controversialist. The general 
scope of his argument is based on the practice of possessing 
bond-servants being mentioned in the Old Testament, without a 
copdemnatory commcnt; and from the noted injunction of St, 
Paul to the AovXoi of the New Testament, " Be obedient to them 
that are your masters, according to the flesh, with fear and trem- 
bling," it is inferred, that Christianity gives a Warrant for holdin^ 
our fellow men in slavery, The first proposition was supported 
by the &ct, that Abraham and other very exemplary patriarchs 
purchased slaves or bond-servants, without any Stigma being 
cast on their humanity or rectitude ; and the second was defended 
by the repeated injunctions of the apostles to their converts to 
fear those in authority ; a mode of reasoning which had been 
lately borrowed by two Presbyterian divines from this reverend 
Jesuit ; whose work, it is said, was considered, by the Common 
Council of Liverpool of that day, as worthy of a donation of 
200Z. to the author. 

Harris's pamphlet caused a eonsiderable Sensation ; but was 
soon attacked by the Rev. Mr. Dannet, minister of St. John's, in 
Liverpool, who was evidently inferior as a controversialist to his 
Catholic Opponent ; but the doctrines of the latter were ably and 
warmly attacked in Mr. Roscoe's second essay, which bore the 
title of " Scriptural Refutation of a Pamphlet lately published 
by the Rev. Raymond Harris," &c., on the Christian principles 
that " all men are equal in the sight of Gk)d," and the benevolent 
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iiijuneiion of the great Founder of our religion, *' Therelbre, all 
things whatsoeyer ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even to them." 

The question of the slave-trade, at that period, so engrossed 
the mind of Roscoe, that, in the same year, he published his 
well known poetic efiusion, " The wrongs of Africa," in two 
parts : the profita from the sale of which he placed at the di»r 
pesal of the committee then formed for promoting the abolition 
of the slave trade. 

The Society for the encouragement of the Arts of Design had 
soon melted away ; but Mr. Roscoe, about the time now alloded 
to, succeeded in forming a pew association for a similar purpose ; 
and to their exertioDS Liverpool is indebted for its first exhibi- 
tions of works of art, which were continued for several years with 
success. To.this Society, which bore the name of "Liverpool 
Academy for the Encouragement of the Fine Arts," Mr. Roscoe 
delivered a series of lectures on the Progress and Vicissitudes of 
Taste, which remain in manuscript, and which he appears to 
have, at one time, contemplated to publish, as I find among them 
a title page, thus — " An Historical Inquiry into the Rise, Pro- 
gress, and Vicissitudes of Tastes, as exemplified in Works of 
Literature and of Art. In two volumes. Vol. I." The manu- 
script, however, does not seem to have received his last correc- 
lions ; though many of the Observation» are original and inte? 
resting. 

He had also, for some years, a correspondence with Mr. Strutt, 
the engraver and antiquary, and author of the valuable Diction- 
ary of Engravers. The letters of Strutt acknowledge the receipt 
of various important disquisitions on the history of engraving 
from Mr. Roscoe, of which, if I mistake not, Mr. Strutt avaiied 
himself, and incorporated them in the preliminary essays of his 
Dictionary. 

About the same period, Mr. Roscoe comme^ced his fine ool" 
lection of prints, which was particularly rieh in painter's etch-r 
ings, and engravings of the old masters. This coUection was 
chiefly formed between the years 1780 and 1790; but continued 
for many years to receive valuable additions, by every journey to 
London, which his professional business often rendered necessary. 
* At a later period he began to collect drawings by great mas-» 
ters, and of these his coUection was remarkably choice; his taste 
and judgment in that department being excellent 

From the time when his professional exertions put it in his 

Eower to indulge his elegant propensities, the formation of a 
brary became a prominent article in his expenditure. Simple 
and refined in his habits, these were his chief expenses. He 
^as not, however, a mere coUector. His books, his prints, and 
other works of art, were diligently employed to störe his mind, 
or to improve his taste, with the wisdom and art of former ages. 
In the yoar 1789, aller much previous study of Italian literav 
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ture, he began to devote himself to the object of jiis early ambi- 
tion, the Life of Lorenzo the Magoificent. In jthe course of that 
year, he communicated his Intention to his valued friend William 
Glarke, (who, on account of his health, in the autumn of 1789, had 
fiied his residence at Fiesole, near Florence,) and reqaested his 
assistance in coUecting manuscript documents relating to the sub- 
ject. The fruits of the friendly exertions of that amiable man 
are best given in Roscoc*s own words : 

** An intimate friend, with whom I had been many years united 
in studies and affection, had paid a visit to Italy, and had fixed 
his winter residence at Florence. I well knew that I had only to 
request his assistance, in order to obtain whateyer information he 
had an opportunity of procuring, from the very spot which was 
to be the scene of my intended history. My inquiries were par- 
ticularly directed to the Laurentian and Ricardi Libraries, which 
I was conyinced would afibrd much original and interesting 
mformation. It would be unjust merely to say that my friend 
afforded me the assistance I required ; he went far beyond even 
the hopes I had formed, and his return to his native country 
was, if possible, rendered still more gratefiil to me, by the mate- 
rials which he had collected for my use." 

Of these documents, several are published entire in the appen- 
dix to Roscoe's work, especially the poems of Lorenzo; the ezist- 
ence of which had escaped the knowledge of the former biogra- 
phers of the Princely Merchant. 

From a very early period, Mr. Roscoe had taken a deep inter- 
cst in political matters. In the year 1788, he took an active part 
at the meeting which, in Liverpool, as well as in other parts of 
England, assembled to commemorate the centenary of the revo- 
lution that expelled the family of Stuart from the throne of these 
kingdoms ; and he composed an ode, which was recited on that 
occasion. 

In the following year, the French revolution broke out : and, 
in common with many warm and generous spirits, he hailed its 
Mi and auspicious dawn with all the devotion of a friend to the 
human race, the ardour of a patriot, and the enthusiasm of a 
ppet. To those who recollect the flattering commencement of 
that extraordinary movement, it is unnecessary to observe, that it 
was viewed with unmixed satisfaction by a great majority of the 
people of this country, as affording the prospect of vast improve- 
ments in the social institutions of the European Commonwealth. 
In various places meetings of the friends of liberty were held, 
similar to those of the preceding year, to celebrate another triumph 
of a great people over an unjust and tyrannical govemment; andat 
one of those assemblies, Roscoe produced his two admirable lyrics, 
" O'er the vine-covered hüls and gay Valleys of Prance," 

and, 

" Unfold, Father Time, thy long records unfold." 

These brilliänt and exulting stnuns were poured forth in tibe 
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year 1789, while <*the Genius of French freedom," in the ner- 
▼OU8 language of Currie, "appeared on our southem horizon 
with the countenance of an angel," and vanished ere she had yet 
"assumed the feature of a demon, and vanished in a shower of 
Wood." 

Mr. Roscoe had, on several occasions, made himself conspi- 
cuous by his attachment to the cause of civil and religious liberty, 
in such a degree as to attract the notice of several eminent states- 
men, and particularly of the late Marquis of Lansdowne, with 
whom he maintained a close correspondence until the death of 
that nobleman. Literature, and especially politics, were the sub- 
jects of their correspondence ; and the letters show how consider- 
able were the parliamentary reforms advocated by the Whig 
statesmen of that period. 

The violence of the second French National Assembly, in the 
two succeeding years, alienated a great many of their admirers 
in this country ; but many good men still hoped that the ferment 
would subside into rational liberty, and deprecated the evident 
hostility which our government began in 1792 to exhibit. Among 
the latter was Mr. Roscoe. On the appearance of Mr. Pitt's 
famous proclamation against sedition, the minds of men were 
much agitated, and greatly divided. The friends of the minister 
in Liverpool convened a meeting to thank his majesty for the 
proclamation. Mr. Roscoe, seconded by the late William Rath- 
bone, succeeded in carrying a counter-address ; but, on the fol- 
lowing day, a mob rose and destroyed the counter-address where 
it lay for signature. Party spirit, on that occasion, rose so high 
in Liverpool, that a small private literary society, of which Mr. 
Roscoe, Mr. Rathbone, and Dr. Currie were members, thought 
it expedient to discontinue their meetings, lest their objects should, 
by party malice, be represented as seditious or revolutionary. 

On the breaking out of the war with France, Roscoe again 
appears as a political writer. He inveighed against the unjost 
and impolitic interference of this government with France ; and, 
in a pamphlet entitled, *' Thought on the late Failures," published 
in 1793, he attributes the mercantile distress of that period to 
the^consequences of our meddling policy, a subject which he 
resumed in 1796, in "An Exposure of the Fallacies of Mr. 
Burke's celebrated invectives against the French Revolution." 

We come now to the principal event in the history of our 
anthor, the publication of the " Life of Lorenzo de Medici," which 
atppeared in the winter of 1795, in two volumes quarto. The 
work was printed by John jAcCreery in Liverpool, and is a fine 
specimen of provincial typography, both for accuracy and ele- 
gance of execution. 

The Sensation produced by this work was immense ; the first 
edition was rapidly exhausted, and a second was demanded by 
the public withm a few months. Letters of the most gratif^ring 

ii wese showered on the author from high literary authoritiei 
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in all quarters. Among others, the late Earl of Bristol, Bishop 
of Derry, then resident at Rome, hailed with the highest enco' 
miums the appearance of an English work, which was the sur- 
prise and envy of the Italians themselves, and he immediately 
wrote to the publisher to know " what present of Italian books 
would he most acceptable to the accomplished author." Its suc- 
cess on the continent was no less gratifying. Besides a reprint 
of the original, the work was speedily translated into the Italian^ 
French, and German languages ; and it procured for Roscoe the 
esteem and correspondence of some of the most eminent literary 
men of Europe. 

A work which has received such marked public approbatioor 
which has gone through so many large editions in Britain, which 
has been translated into the most polished tongues of the conti- 
nent, it is not my intention to criticise. I shall content myself 
with remarking, that the author' s intimate acquaintance with the 
literature of Italy has excited the surprise even of Italians ; and 
I well recollect the incredulous stare with which an Italian noble- 
man, of great literary taste and information, received my asser- 
tion that Mr. Roscoe had never been out of England. 

The success of the Life of Lorenzo appears to have confirmed 
the author's intention of relinquishing his practice as an attorney ; 
and some time after that event, he entered his name as a member of 
Grays Inn, with a view of being called to the bar. This determi- 
nation, however, he also relinquished, upon keeping a few terms. 

In the year 1797, while his name remained on the books of 
Gray's Inn, he paid a visit of some length to London. In con- 
sequence of his literary reputation, and his intimacy with Lord 
Lansdowne, he was introduced into the first literary and variöus 
political circles : in particular, he used to State, that he then had 
the pleasure of becoming personally acquainted with Mr. FoJt, 
and Mr., now Lord, Grey ; and he formed besides many valued 
private friendships, which were dissolved only by death. Among 
those who then more particularly gained his esteem, he oflen men- 
tioned Dr. Moore, author of Zelucco,of the spirited "View of 
Manners in Italy," and ofa "Journal of a Residence in France," 
the father of the gallant and unfortunate Sir John Moore. 

Mr. Roscoe' s retirement from professional labours enabled him* 
to devote himself with increased assiduity to Italian literature. 
To relieve his mind from the fatigue of more intense researches^ 
he this year translated into English verse, ihe.Balia of Tansillor 
in which the long neglected beauties of the Italian poet are brought 
home to British ears and British feelings with admirable tact and 
spirit. His more arduous occupations were the vast stores of Italiaa 
history, about the period of the restoration of Letters, with a view 
to the life of Leo X. ; a subject which had been recommended to 
him by Horace Walpole, (Lord Orford,) and some otber literary 
friends, after his successfol publication of the life of LfOrenzo 
the Magnifiicent. 
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In the year 1798, the want of a public reading-room, on a bet- 
ter footing than Liverpool then could boast, caused the founda- 
tiou of our AthenaBum. The plan suggested by Dr. Rutter was 
warmly supported by Mr. Roscoe, Dr. Currie, Mr. George Gase, 
and some other gentlemen, who, exerting their influence among* 
their friends, obtained so general a subscription in Liverpool, that 
the foundations of our magnificent Gonsultation Library and 
News-Room were speedily laid, and a considerable collection oi 
books soon formed. In this institution, as creditable to his native 
town, Mr. itoscoe always took much delight. 

The numerous strangers who were now attracted to Liverpool, 
chiefly by the reputation of our distinguished fellow-citizen, 
caused such encroachments on his time, notwithstanding his. 
letirenient from business, that he resolved to retreAt into the coun . 
try ; and with this view he purchased half of the estate of Aller 
ton from the representatives of Mrs. Hardman, and removed to 
that beautiful spot in 1799. In a playful letter to Fuseli the: 
painter, Mr. Roscoe mentions his removal, and his intention of not 
again embarking in any kind of business, but of dedicating himself 
wholly to agricultural and literary pursuits. His tastes were 
simple, . his vie ws moderate, and his means fully competent to 
realize hisplans; from which it is greatly to be lamented that 
any circumstances should ever have induced him to deviate. 
While employed as a professional man to arrange the involved 
concerns of the bank of Messrs. J^ & W. Clarke, hie was tius 
brought into contact with Sir Benjamin Hammet, a London 
banker, who held acceptances of the Liverpool Bank to an im- 
mense amount (I am informed for 200,0002.) Hammet was^o 
Struck with Roscoe*s ability in arranging the affairs of his friends, 
that he wished him to become a partner in the concern. This 
he repeatedly refused ; but Hammet threatening, in case of his 
refusal" to join his concern, to make it bankrupt, Roscoe, satisfied 
that the assets were, in ordinary times, more than sufficient to 
Cover the demands, finally consented, and for twenty years the 
principal part of his time was occupied in the management of 
that importiant establishment. 

While thus employed, the hours which he was now enabled to 
devote to the history of Leo were abstracted from the period 
usually dedicated to repose or recreation. Yet, with all these 
demands on his application, the interest he always feit on great 
political questions did not suffer him to view in silence the crisis 
of 1802 ; but called förth his pamphlet, entitled, " Observations on 
the relative Situation of Great Britain and France ;" a tract in 
which he has recorded his detestation of war, and his anxiety to 
see the two foremost nations of Europe engaged in the less guilty 
rivalry for pre-eminence in the arts of peace. 

In 1802, the Botanic Garden of Liverpool was established, 
chiefly through the influence of Mr. Roscoe, and, at its opening, 
he delivered an address to the proprietors, which was printed. 
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In this establishment he always took the interest of a parent i» 
a favourite child. Under his auspices, and the consummate skiU 
of Mr* John Shepherd, the curator of the garden, it speedily 
became €6n8{)ieuous among botanical establishments, ana it still 
nudks among the first in Europe. 

In 1805, he completed his history of " the Life and Pontificate 
of Leo X," whieh appeared that year in four volumes, quarto. 

This elaborate work had been the fruit of mach research, of 
intense previous study, and was always regarded by its author aa 
Buperioif to his Life of grenze, yet it was not so favourably receiv- . 
ed by the British public; a ciroumstance with some truth attributed 
to the yiolent attacks on it in several of our periodical works. 

The hostility of some of the reviews was evidently produced 
by political rancour towards Roscoe, as an Opponent of the minis- 
lerial measures of that eventful period : in others, it Sprung from 
anger at the manne? in which he had treated the eharacter of 
Luther, as the fbunder of a new church. 

It appears to me, that Rpscoe had sufficiently lauded the bold- 
ness and constancy of the man, to whom we owe the assertion of 
private judgment in religious and civil matters ; that he had given 
the history of Luther with the impartiality of a searcher ai^er 
truth» admitting his failings and his errors, while he applauded 
his courage and undoubted talents; that the early patrons of litera- 
ture and the-fine arts demanded our warm approbation and our 
gratitude, and that the historian of the Revival of Letters had 
wisely dwelt more on the unquestionable merits of Leo and bis 
&mily, in promoting that great object, than in raking up, from 
the gross scurrility.of a profligate age, imputed crimes of vices, 
which, after all, rest only on the doubtful authority of acrimoniou» 
and yindictive controversialists. 

The merits of the Life of Leo were, however, difierendy esti- 
mated on the continent. It was speedily translated into the 
kreuch, Öerman, and Italian ; and the extensive sale of several 
editions of it in Italy, where, it may be fairly presumed, the best 
j'üdgment of its wants or its defects could be formed, sufficiently 
attests the eharacter which foreign critics entertain of this great 
work of our author. 

On the appearance of the British criticisms, Mr. Roscoe pre- 
pared a füll answer to the objections of the reviewers, but this 
reply he never published ] cotitenting himself with inserting a 
short abstract oi it in the preface to the second edition, which 
appeared in 1806, within a year of the publication of the first 
The chief objections, in addition to the criticisms above stated, 
were, that he was fond of paradoxical opinions, as instanced in 
the chivalrous defence of the eharacter of Lucr^tia Borgia ; and in 
his doubting whether Pope Alexander VI. was stained with every 
crime laid to his charge by his numerous enemies — that he was 
too fond of quotations from the poets; and that, by retaining the 
Italian orthograpby of proper names, he had made needless inno- 
2V 31 
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yations on our langnage. These charges are not rery importmt 
defects in such an elaborate work, eren if we admit their justice. 
In my opinion, they a^e sufficiently aQswered by his few remarksf 
and the Life and Pontificate of Leo X. already ranks, by the beatity 
of its style, and the value of research, among our Standard his- 
torical works. 

White engaged in these occupations, on the dissolution of Par« 
liament in October, 1806, Mr. Roscoe was, to himself, most unex- 
pectodly called on to become a candidate for the representation 
of his native town. The requisition was signed only a few days 
previous to the election ; — and, after a keen contest for eight days, 
during which there was a coalition against him, between the 
friends of the rival candidates, Generals Tarleton and Grascoyne, 
he was placed at the head of the poll by a large majority. 

His parliamentary career was of short duration ; but he had 
the satisfactiDi), in that short period, of declaring his sentiments 
on several subjects in which he feh a deep interest. He spoke 
and voted for Sir Samuel Romilly's bill, for rendering real 
* estates subject to simple contract debts ] he had the happiness to 
lifl his Yoice in parliament for the abolition of the slaye-trade, 
and to See that great act of national justice triumphantly carried ; 
he had an opportunity of advocating the claims of our Roman 
Catholic brethren to an equality of political rights ; and he de* 
livered his sentiments with indignant energy on the dismissal of 
the Whig administration in 1807, on their attempt to redeem the 
pledge given by Pitt at the period of the Irish Union ; a pledge, 
oy themselves, always considered as just and expedient. 

Mr. Roscoe' s chief parliamentary friends at that time, were, 
Mr. Whitbread, Sir Samuel Romilly, and Mr. William Smith; but 
he never permanently attached himself to the ministry ; and was 
by them regarded as a person who would rather act on his öwn 
Views of what was right, than enter into the trammels of party, 

On the dissolution of Parliament, he received another requisi- 
tion to offer himself for Liverpool, and was escorted into town by 
a very numerous and respectable cortSge. His opponents, how- 
ever, hadsucceeded in prejudicing many of the populace against 
him, especially on the ground of his vote for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade — a trafiick which they had been taught to consider 
as essential to the commercial greatness of the port ; and the 
rage of zealots was kindled against him for his speech on the 
Catholic Gluestion. The consequence was, that, On the arrival 
of the Corte ge in Castle-street, a serious riot took place, and Mr. 
Roscoe was induced, from the fear of hazarding the peace of the 
town, to decline allowing himself to be again put in nomination. 
I have reason to believe that this determination did not cause him 
much regret ; a distaste for parliamentary duties was not unna- 
tural to a man of his previous habits, entering on a new career 
at a rather advanced period of life. These considerations deter- 
mined him to withdraw from the contest ] but he was, without 
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Us concnnence, or that of his most intimate friends, proposed m 
a candidate on that occasion, as well as in 1812, when he was 
pQt in nominatioü in a similar manner at Leicester, without his 
-consent, and poUed a very considerable number of votes. 

We have already noticed Mr. Roscoe as the eamest advocate 
of peace. In 1808, he published ** Considerations on the Cause 
and Consequences of the War with France," — a pamphlet which 
excited much attention, and speedily went through eight editions. 
It was followed in the same year by another pamphlet, entitled, 
** Remarks on the Proposais made to Great Britain for opening 
Nefifociations for Peace with France," in which he endeavoured 
to show that the advances of France had not been met with a 
sincere desire on the part of our Grovernment to put an end tö 
the miseries of a ruinons and bloody contest 

In 1810, Mr. Roscoe published a letter to the present Lord 
Chancellor, then Mr. Brougham, on the question of Parliament* 
ary Reform. In that tract, he advocates a more extensive Reform 
than the partial measures then in contemplation by the Opposi« 
tion ; and the coincidence, in many respects, between his sug- 
gestions and a late measure, has, within the last few months, 
caused a republication of Mr. Roscoe's pamphlets. 

This letter brought him into more immediate correspondönce 
with Mr. Brougham ; and when that gentleman was invited to 
become a candidate for the representation of Liverpool in 1812, 
Mr. Roscoe not only entered warmly into the contest to support 
Mr. Brougham, but pn the return of Mr. Ganning, the rival can- 
didate, wrote a caustic review of the electioneering Speeches of 
that statesman, which the enthusiasm of his admirers had col« 
lected into a bulky pamphlet. Such ephemeral specimens of 
oratory should, on all sides, be permittea to remain in the less 
ambitious pages of provincial newspapers. 

At every period of his life, Mr. Roscoe was much attached to 
the study of botany. As we have stated, the establishment of 
our Botanic Garden was principally due to his suggestions. In 
1809, he piesented to the Linnean Society his valuable paper 
'' On a new arrangement of the Scitaminean order of plants," 
which appeared in their Transactions, and established his claim 
to the character of an original thinker in this elegant department 
of natural history. IKs reputation, still more than the claims of 
private friendship, led Sir James Edward Smith, to Institute the 
genus Roscoea, which now contains many species of that beauti- 
ful Order. 

A similarity of political principles, and congeniality of taste 
for agricultural improvements, had, for some time, made Roscoe 
acquainted with Mr. Coke of Norfolk. In 1814, he was invited 
10 visit Holkham, tl^e splendid seat of that eminent agriculturist 
There he found ample employment in the magnificent library 
collected by the late Lord Leicester, uncle to the present posse» 
sor, a nobleman who, with vast wealth, possessed a highly culti- 
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▼ated mind, and a paasion for coUecting booka and manuacrinCi«, 
It was well known that the coUection was immensely rieh in cLuk 
tieal manuscripts and unpublished works on Italian history. Mr. 
Roscoe readily undertook the examination of this süperb collec- 
tion, which had afforded to Drakenborck the manuscript copiea 
of Livy, employed in bis val nable edition of the Roman HistoriaD» 
and which, among 600 manuscript volumes of ecclesiaatical an- 
nals and Italian civil history, was discovered by Mr. Roscoe to 
contain one of the lost volumes of Leonardo da Vincis TVeaiises 
on Mechanies^ and the long deplored and precious volume in 
which Raffaello, at the desire of the Pontifi) had made pen draw- 
ings of the remains of ancient Roman magnifieence, illustrated 
by short descriptions in bis own hand-writing. Mr. Roscoe un- 
dertook to make a catalogue raisonnSe of the manuscripts of the 
collection ; a task which he some years afterwards, with the as- 
sistance of Mr. Madden, now one of the librarians of the British 
Museum,, fully accomplished. This catalogue (of which a short 
account was given to this Society a few years ago) extends to four 
or five thick fblio volumes, and is enriched with engraved fac 
similies and illuminated Ornaments. 

The manuscripts have been little attended to for many years. 
Many öf them were in the original coarse paper Covers, ana some 
were injured by damp and time. The whole were some time 
aflerwards consigned to Mr. Roscoe's care, who put them into the 
hands of our eminent binder, the late Mr. John Jones, who, by 
grtot industry and skill, succeeded in restoring crumpled vellum 
to its original smoothness, in pasting torn leaves with wonderfui 
neatness, and who bound the whole collection in a durable and 
elegant manner. An ancient and admirable Hebrew manuscript 
of the Pentateuch,* written in a beautiful band, on deer skina» 
forming a rcll thirty-eight feet in length, was mounted, by the 
same ingenious artist, on roll er s ornamented with silver bells, 
under the direction of a learned Rabbi, who believed the manu- 
script to be an eastem transcript of great antiquity. 

Toward the close of 1814, by one of our too frequent commer- 
cial convulsions, and by the extent of their accommodations to 
perscns engaged in business, the afifairs of the bank in which 
Mr. Roscoe was a partner, became involved and the house found 
it necessary to suspend payments. For four years Mr. Roscoe 
devoted himself to the arrangement of their affkirs ; entertaining 
throughout the most sanguine hopes of being able finally to dis- 
Charge all their engagements, as the Joint property of the part- 
ners was valued, at the time of the Suspension, of payments, at 
considerably more than the amount of their debts. The 4epreci- 
ation, however, of that property, combined with other circum- 
stances over which Mr. Roscoe had no control, prevented the ao- 
complishment of bis most earnest wishes, and in 1820, he became 
a bankrupt. Previous to this, (in the year 1816,) bis noble 
* Believed to be more than one thousand years cid. 
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library, his fine coUection of prints and diawings, ,aiid his cari- 
ous collectiona of paintings, were dispersed, and the proceeds of 
the sale were applied to the payment of the dehts of the house. 
It will con7ey some idea of the collection, to State, that the books, 
consisting of about 2000 works, sold for no less a sum than 
5150^, the prints for 1886Z.; the drawings for 740/., and the pic- 
tures for 3239Z. ; making a total of 1 1,0 UZ. 

The beautiful sonnet* written by Mr. Roscoe on parting with 
his library, was given to a friend, and handed about in manu- 
Script ; but the Reverend William Beloc has since inserted it, 
without any acknowledgment, in autobiograph, as the motto to 
one of the chapters ofthat conceited work. 

Several of Mr. Roscoe' s friends, anxious to preserre to him 
various works, which they knew he highly prized, either for 
their intrinsic worth, or as th^ gifl of esteemed friends, bought 
ihem up at the sale of his library, to the amount of 600Z., and pre- 
«ented them to Mr. Roscoe. The gift, however, was firmly but 
gratefuUy declined ; and the subscribers resolved to present the 
collection to the Athen sBum Library, to be kept together as a 
iestimony of their esteem for their respected friend ; and of that 
library the coUeetion now forms a distinct part, 

A selection from his pictures, comprising specimens of art 
highly illustrative of the progress of paintin^, was purchased by 
eeveral of the same gentlemen, at a liberal price, fixed by Mr. 
Winstanly and myselfl and presented to the Royal Institution by 
those admirers of Roscoe. This >collection cost 50Z. and forms 
an interesting part of the objects which attract strangers to our 
Institution. 

I may here remark, that the original plan of the Liverpool 
Royal Institution originated, and was drawn up by me, in 1813 : 
although it was carried into eifect during my absence on the 
Continent, in 1814. Mr. Roscoe took an active part in this mea- 
«ure, was long the Chairman of the Committees while it was 
struggling into existence ; and, as its first President, read an elo* 
quent address on the opening of the Institution in the year 1817. 

From an early period, Mr. Roscoe had been a warm advocate 
for a reformation of the sanguinary penal code of this country. 

• SONNET. 
" As one who destined from his firiends to part, 

Regrets their loss, yet hopes again erewnile 

To share their converse, and enjoy their smile, 
And temper as he may Affliction's dart, — 
Thus, loVd associates ! chiefs of eider aitl 

Teachers of wisdom, whocould once b^ruile 

My tedious hours, and brighten ev'ry to3, 
I now resign you — nor with fainting heart; 

For pass a lew short years, or days, or honra, 
And happier seasoüs may their dawn unfold 
And alt your sacred fellowships restore; 

When, fireed from earth, umimited its power, 
Mind shall with mind direct communion nold, 
And kindlfid spirits meet to part no more." 

31* 
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His hmnanity «nd amiable mind rerolted from the freqpienqr of 
«zecutions ; and he eagerly desired tö see thoae Statutes which 
awarded death for triflinff ofiences, and are too barbarous to be 
enforced, in the present day, expunged from tbe code of Britisk 
jurisprudenca Shortly before the period of his misfortune«, his 
attention had been turned to the subject of penal law and phson 
discipline. In 1 8 1 9, he published his tract, entitled, " Observaü^m 
on Penal Jurisprudence, and the Reformation of Criminals ;" 
which was followed, between that period and 1825, by two other 
diasertations on the same sabject. 

The principle of the system which he advocates is, that the 
only legitimate object of punishment is the prevention of a rep«r 
tition of the crime, by a reformation of.the ofifenders; which ef- 
fect he proposed to accomplish by hard labour in penitentiarieSt 
and by moral instraction. . He denies that we have any right to 
punish for the mere benefit to society of the example. He inveighs 
against the barbarous maxim, that revenge or e:i^piation for the 
injury committed, ought ever to be the principle ot penal legisla- 
tion ; and cannot admit that retribution to the injured party can 
be the proposed end of punishment. In the third part of nis essay« 
he seems to doubt the propriety o(the punishment of death in any 
case: (Part III. p. 166;) but, at all events, he considers that it 
should be reserved for four or five crimes of the blackest dye. 
These essays contain the outline of some principles which are 
now generally acknowledged ; and if the hmnanity and gene- 
rous spirit of the author, have led him to form a too favourable eati- 
mate of human nature, and to overlook some difficulties in the prac- 
tical application of his principles of legislation, we cannot but ad" 
mire the benevolent enthusiasm and earnest appeal to the best 
feelings of our nature which are stampt on every page of hjs 
treatise. 

In the second tract, he had pointed out the eyil consequences 
likely to result from too great severity in prison discipline, and 
had entered a warm protest against the horrid punishment of long 
continued solitary confinement, as a general measure for efiecting 
this reformation of offen ders. He severely commented, in the 
(hird part, on the atrocities which appeared to have been perpetrat- 
ed in the Auburn Penitentiary, in the State of New York. This 
drewhim into a long controversy with several American writers 
in the latter years of his life; and to,the zeal with which he de- 
Yoted himself to plead the cause of the outcasts of society, we have 
to ascribe the first serious shock to his general health, as I shall, 
by and by, have occasion to notice ; but he had the happiness to 
find, after much angry discussion in the newspapers of the western 
World, that his arguments against solitary confinement, which he 
stigmatized as the utmost refinement of cruelty, and utterly inef- 
fectual as a punishment, were not lost on the Americans. The 
infirm State of Mr. Roscoe's health at that time brought me much 
into contact with my venerable firiend ; and when he learnt from 



APVBSTDIX. 367 

irUriotn qmiTterfl, that the change which was taking place in the 
priflon 'di8oi|diDe of America was in no small degree attributed to 
ms expostulations, I heard him repeatedly declare, ** that no lite*. 
raiy dutmction had ever afibrded him half the gratification he re- 
ceived from the reüection on the part he had taken on this great 
question : and he expressed his satisfaction that he now might be 
permittea to think that he had not lived ahogether in vain." 

I have, in noticing the conclusion of this controversy, anticipa- 
ted 8ome events of his life to which we must now return. 

When released froin the harassing cares of business, the mind of 
Mr. Roseoe, with the elasticity and application of youth, diligently . 
entered on yarious literary projects. Since the first appearance of 
the Life of Lorenzo, he had obtained from Italy, and eisewhere, ya*> 
rious documents illustrative of that work. This he prepared Ibr 
publication, together with some strictures on the manner in which 
the character and biography of Lorenzo had been treated by 
Sismondi, and some other writers. This work appeared in an 
octaro volume in 1822, under the title of ^* Illustrations of the 
Lorenzo de' Medici." The streng terms in which Sismondi ac- 
cused Mr. Roscoe of partiality to the Medici Family, and of pal- 
liating their crimes, drew forth an able and indignant answer ; 
yet, it is pleasing to reflect, that when Sismondi, a few years after- 
wards, visited England, Mr. Roscoe formed with him a personal 
acquaiiitance in no way affected by their literary controversy. 

About the säme period, Mr. Roscoe published an amusing 
** Memoir of Richard Roberts," a self-taught Knguist, well known 
in Liverpool, by the extraordinary number of languages which 
he can read, no less than by the filth of his person. The profits 
of this publication Mr. Roscoe humanely dedicated to the use of 
this Singular person; whose intellect, defective in every thingbut 
language, renders him as helpless as a child, and Roberts may 
now be Seen in whole clothes, with his .portable library stuifed, as" 
in former times, between his shirt and his skin ; for he disdained^ 
a fixed abode. 

An application having been made to Mr. Roscoe to become the* 
editor of a new edition of Pope's works, and to furnish a fresb 
lue of the author, Mr. Roscoe engaged in it with all the ardour 
of a poet, having ever been a warm admirer c^ Pope's genius. 
This was no trifling task^or he added notes on the poems with 
much care ; and in the life, which fbrms the first volume of the 
edition, defended the talents and character of Pope from sundT3r 
imputations cast on him by Mr. Bewies and others. The date of 
publication was 1824. 

About the same time, he superintended a new edition of the 
Idves of Lorenzo and Leo, to the latter of which he added many 
new notes. 

In 1824, Mr. Roscoe was elected a '* Royal Associate" of the 
Royal Society of Literature, founded by his late Majesty George 
IV. A Pension of lOOZ. a year was awarded to each of ten as-- 
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•ociaftes, whieh Mr. Roscoe enjoyed for three or fovx yean ; bat 
which« firom the neglect of providing a permanent fand for the 
purpose, would have ceased about the time of bis decease. The 
great gold medal of the Society, value 50 gaineas, was aldo 
awarded to him as an historian, two years before he died ; and il 
remains with his family. 

It would be unjust to omit, that the ihisfortunes of our distin* 
guished fellow-citizen called forth the warm sympathy of his 
numerous friends, and prompted them tu take steps for securing^ 
him against their immediate consequences. It is more necessary 
.to State this, hecause many unjust imputations have been yented 
againat the inhabitants of Liverpool, on account of their supposed 
neglect of Mr, Roscoe in his ad versity. There was considerable 
deficacy necessary in the Steps which were taken to testify their 
esteem and attachment Mr. Roscoe had a noble and independent- 
mind. He had steadily refused the profiered giil of a valoable- 
sejection from his library, even after it had been for that purposer 
booght by his friends at the sale ] and those who had the pleasure 
of being intimate with him, well know how necessary it woold 
be to keep him in ignorance of what was intended, until it was- 
accomplished. During a second visit which he made to Holk- 
ham, a private fund was quickly subscribed among his friends, foF 
the purchase of an annuity on the lives of Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe. 
The delicate task of communicating what was done devolved on 
me* and the correspondence which ensued between us, though his 
pride of independence was at first alarmed, the example of hia 
friend, Charles James Fox, under similar circumstances, was suc- 
cessfully urged, to reconcile hia mind to receive this spontaneou» 
homage to his talents and his worth from sincerely attached 
friends. 

We have already noticed Mr. Roscoe' s early attachment to 
botany, and his critical labours on the order Scitaminea^ to whick 
he had long paid much attention, stimulated by the continual ad-* 
ditions this order was receiving ifrom the East and West Indies^ 
The number of new.species which the judicious eare of Mr. Shep- 
herd, the skilful curator of our Botanic Garden, had successfuUy 
cultivated together with the dried specimens which Mr. Roscoe 
reeeived from various qnarters, determined him to publish a work 
containing coloured figures of new or interesting species, with 
botanical descriptions. This gave rise to the most splendid bota-- 
nieal work that ever issued from the provincial press of any coun-- 
try; which occupied much of his time during the latter years of 
his life, and was only completed shortly before his death. Of 
this süperb work, he printed too few copies ; and before the second 
number came out, there was a necessity of reprinting addkional 
copies of the first. The work is highly prized by botanists ; and 
it IS particularly valued on the Continent, where, from the small 
number of impressions which Mr.* Roscoe could be induced to 
throw oS^ it is extremely scarce. Many of the beautiful figures 
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ia bis vrotk are froza bis own spirited sketches ; but tbe majority 
of tbem are the productions of tbe pencil of bis daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. Edward Roscoe, or of Miss R. Miller, of tbis place. 

My acquaintance witb Mr. Roscoe commenced in 1806, and I 
soon bad tbe felicity of being received as an intimate friend. From 
1810 I was furtber bonoured by being consulted as bis pbysi- 
cian, in wbicb capacity I watcbed witb mueb anxiety orer bis 
declining bealtb. From tbe time of tbe first derangement of tbe 
affairs of tbe bank, tbe immense mental and bodily exertions wbicb 
be made, produced great inroads on a Constitution naturally good.- 
He tben began, on mucb application to any sabjeet, to be seized 
witb occasional feintness } and once, in 1816, be was attacked at 
tbe bank witb a sligbt loss of memory, whicb spcedily wore oft, 
His babits of intense study, after tbis period, produced similar ef^ 
feets; and wbile engaged in tbe controversy on prison discipline^ 
aller writing for tbe greatest part of a nignt, to overtake a ship 
about to sail for America, be was affected^in tbe winter of 1827, 
witb partial paralysis of tbe muscles of tbe mouth and tongue. I 
was immediately called; the patient was freely bled— on wbicb be 
recovered bis speecb ; and tbe introduction of a seton in bis neck 
removed tbe paralytic affection of the mouth. Intense study was 
forbidden : and after a period of perfect relaxation from bis literary 
occupations, be recovered sufficiently to be able to complete bis 
botanical work, tbe catalogue of Mr. Copke's library, and to cor- 
rect for the press bis latest tracts on prison dificipline. It was a 
great satisfaction to find his intellect (]pite entire, and it remained 
80 until witbin an bour or two of his death. His bodily feeble« 
ness, bowever, gradually increased^ yet, by the afiectionate care 
of bis family, bis infirmities were but little feit. His amusements 
were, various reading, the illustration of hiä son's translation of 
Lanzi's History of Italian Painting, by a small collection of etf- 
gravings, together with putting tbe last band to bis botanical worfe. 
He wa» unable for the fatigue of receiving mucb companyr or of 
seeing* strangers, for some time before bis death : yet be loved to 
conveFse witb a few friends, and took a lively intefest in the poli- 
tical events with wbicb the last year (18^) was pregnant. On 
the French Revolution of July, be wrote a long and earnest letter 
to M. La Fayette, (witb wbom he bad before occasionally corres- 
'ponded,) urging bim to use the infiuence of his name and popular- 
ity, to induce tbe French nation to spare, tbe lives of tbe ministers 
tben under arrest ; pointing out bow a sanguinary punisbment 
would detract from the glory of tbe revolution, and wbat a noble 
opportunity the French people now bad of setting an example of 
mitigation of the criminal code to all the nations of Europe.- Tbis 
letter, and anotber of gratulation to the pipesent Lord Cbancellor, 
on his attaining that high office, were tbe last public acts of his 
inde&tigable and useful life. 

In tbe month of June, 1831, he was attacked witb influenza; 
aad bis exbausted firame being unable to struggle witb tbe dis- 
2W 
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ease, efltuion into the ehest took place, and he expired on the SOtli 
of that month, in the 78th year of his age. 

Besides his published works, Mr. Roscoe has left behind him a 
large mass of papers, and an extensive and valuable correspondence. 

Among the former, are various dissertations on the fine arts, 
some of which appear in a finished State. In the year 1814, Mr. 
Roscoe had proposed to the writer of this memoir to undertake 
the translation of Lanzi's^Storia Pittorica della Italia, and he en- 
gaged to fumish notes, and a preliminary dissertation. I had 
made considerable progress in the translation, when Mr. Roscoe' s 
misfortunes, and my awn professional avocations, interrupted the 
work; which has since been well executed by his son, Mr. 
Thomas Roscoe. Among the papers of roy venerable friend, I 
find a yery interesting introductory dissertation, intended for cur 
Joint work, tracing the history of tne art of painting and sculpture 
to a mach later period than their supposed extinction in the west, 
indeed almost to within 200 years of their supposed reviral by the 
Pisani and Cimabue. This treatise is in such a State that it 
might be published, and it would form an excellent in^roduction to 
Lanzi's work. It is entitled, " An historical Sketch on the State 
of the Fine Arts during the Middle Ages." 

I find also a curious dissertation on Painters^ Drawings^ 
another on ihe Origin of Engraving on Wood and on Copper^ a 
third, on the Engravings of the Early German School. There 
are large fragments also of a work on the Etchings of the Italian 
Painters, which contain mach useful Information ; and a lecture 
" on the use of Prints," another on the " Practical Part of Paint- 
ing," and two " on the Origin and Progress of Taste." There is 
also a poem on the origin of engraving, written in 1783, of which 
there are two copies in MS. 

I have already mentioned, that the lectures on the Origin and 
Progress of Taste were extended into a Treatise, which is not 
finished. This is also the case with some dissertations on the 
State of letters and the arts anterior to the Greeks, and their pro- 
gress among that people. The whole seem to have been parts 
of a great work on the fine arts, which he left imperfect. 

Among his papers are some MS. essays on moral and political 
subjects ; and a considerable one ** On the principle of Vegetation 
a'nd the Food ofPlants?^ 

His correspondence with various eminent characters is very 
extensive; and Qomprises a period of upwards of fifty years, during 
a succession of most interesting events. A selectien of these 
letters will form an appendix to the Life of Mr. Roscoe, now in 
preparation. 

The letters consist of,— 

1. Correspondence on politicial subjects with the Duke of 
Glöucester, the late and the present Lord Lansdowne, Mr. Whit- 
bread, Sir Samuel Romilly, Mr. Creevy, Mr. Coke, Lord Hol- 
land, the present Lord Ghancellor, and President Jefierson, 
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2. Chi penal jurispmdence and prison discipline, with Mr. 
Basil Montague, M. de La Fayette, M. Van Praet, Mr. Powell 
Buxton; with Dr. Mease, Mr. Roberts Yaux, Mr. Stephen Allen, 
Mr. Bradford, and other American gentlemen. 

3. On literary subjects, with Lord Carlisle, Lord Orford, Dr. 
JParr, Dr. Symmons, Dr. Aikin, Mr. Samuel Rogers, Mr. Thomas 
Campbell, Mr. Montgomery, Miss Lucy^ Aiken, Mr. Dawson 
Turner, Mr. William Olarke, Professor William Smyth, Professor 
Wilson, Mr. Barnard Barton, Mr. Capel Lofft, Dr. Channing. 

4. On matters relating to the fine arts, with Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, 8kt Thomas Lawrence, Mr. Strutt, Mr. Fuseli, Mr. John 
Gibson, &c. 

5. On botany and agriculture, with Sir Joseph Banks, Sir John 
Sinclair, Sir James £. Smith, Dr. Wallich, Dr. Carey, Dr. 
Hooker. 

6. On his history of the Medici Family, with Fabbroni, Moreni, 
Mecherini, Professor Sprengel, Count Bossi, and Mr. Henke. 

In person, Mr. Roscoe was tall, and rather slender. In early 
life he possessed much bodily* activity : his hair was light auburn, 
almöst inclining to red ; bis füll gray eye was clear and mild, 
his face expressive and cheerful. As he advanced in life, the 
benevolent expression of his countenance remained, but the viva- 
city of the features was tempered into a noble dignity, which it 
was impossible to sce without respect and admiration ; while the 
mouth bespoke taste and feeling, and the clustering hoary hair 
roand his temples gave a venerable air to his manly features. 

There are several representations of him ; but none of them 
appear to me so finely to express the characteristic traits of his 
head as John Gibson's medallion. The portrait in the Institution, 
and Spence's busts, give us Mr. Roscoe in his decline with great 
fidelity. Gibson's marble bust is said to recall his youthful ap- 
pearance, but the Terra Cotta medallion is Mr. Roscoe, as I 
should wish to remember him. I may add, that it has been ez- 
ceedingly well copied in the fine medal, published by Mr. Cle- 
ments of this town, from a die by Clint. 

Of Mr. Roseoe's genius and acquirements, his published works 
present a better memorial than any panegyric can confer ; but I 
may be permitted to State my conviction, after having examined 
a great mass of his unfinished manuscript dissertations, that had 
he been left to pursue his original plan of literary retirementt in-* 
stead of again plunging into the cares and anxieties of businesSf 
he would iiave left behind a work on the History of the Fine 
Arts, &r superior to any thing on that subject which British 
literature possesses. 

In public life, Mr. Roscoe was a consistent and fearless Cham- 
pion of civil and religious liberty ; the uncömpromising enemy of 
oppression, and the humane advocate of a mitigation of the severity 
of penal enactments. 

Qf the qtialities of his heart, aa a* private individual, it ia im- 
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possible to «peak too higbly. In the relations of hnslNind, fiither, 
and friend, his conduct was most exemplary ; and it wonld be diffi- 
calt to point out a man who possessed foscination of manner which 
attracts and rivets attachment, in a higher degree than William 
Roscoe. He had deep and solemn feelings of devotion, which 
it was not his practice to obtrnde on his acquaintance ; but which 
he occasionally expressed to his intiihate friends in the language 
of heartfelt piety. The beautiful invocation to the Deity, which 
he substituted for the intended dedication of his great botanical 
work, breathes the deep fervour of his adoration of the Supreme 
Creator { and is also remarkable as the actual Suggestion of a 
poet*s dream at the advanced age of 76. An innate love of sin- 
cerity and truth ; simplicity, combined with a playful vi^acity, 
yet suayity of manners ; a generous belief in the integrity of 
pthers, the consequence of his own rectitude of purpose; an 
Anxiety to do justice to the merits of others ; a liberal and judi- 
cious patronage of modest talent, struggling to escape from ob- 
scurity, joined to a natural cheerfulness of disposition ; all united 
to convert into devoted and enthusiastic admirers, those who flrst 
sought his friendship from his literary reputation. The fame of 
Roscoo belongs to his country :— the memory of hi9 inestimabl^ 
qualities remain to his friends : 

" Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit — 

cui Pudor, et JustitisB soror 

Incorrapta Fides, nudaque Yeritas, 
Gluando ullum invenient parem 1"— Horat. 



MEMOIR OF GENERAL SCHÜYLER. 

Philip Schutler, a major genera] in the American army, 
was born at Albany, in 1731. His family were respectable and 
opulent, and his education was liberal for the age in which he 
lived. In the war of 1755, he was an officer, and served with the 
provincial troops until 1759, when Wolfe feil in taking Cluebec, 
After the repose given to the colonies by the treaty of 1763, he 
returned to the quiet of domestie life, with the high respect of the 
provincial and British ofiicers. On the breaking out of the wajr 
in ] 775, only two days after the battle of Bunkerphill, he was ap? 
' pointed a major general in the American army, and was directed 
to take Charge of the northem forces, raised from New York and 
New England to secure the lakes and to penetrate into Canada, 
But sickness prevented him fronx discharging this great duty, and 
the command devolved upon the gallant General Montgomery, 
His prowess and his misfortunes are detailed elsewhere. After 
he had recovered, and the ill fortunes of the campaign were 
known, General Schuyler was assiduous on the firontier, and did 
all that a wise and brave man could do, to keep the Indiana in 
Order and to prev^t predqitory incursions. Jie was not the first 
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genetal of whom the country expected more than he, or ahy one^ 
could do. The New England people had so öflen hled and föught 
on the frontiers, and particularly at Ticonderoga, that they da«- 
moured when they heard of St. Clair's defeat. The blame was 
put on, Schuyler, but without the slightest foundation. He had 
done all that mortal could have done, with his means ; but these 
murmurs had their effects on Congress, and Schuyier was sup^- 
ceded by Greneral Gates. Schuyier met the crisis as a great man 
should. His conduct on this occasion was above all praise ; it 
was not tainted by any mark of resentment nor Indignation. 
With the utmost complacency, but with deep feeling, he delivered 
his papers and gave up his command to Gates, with these 
remarks : " Sir, I have done all that could be done, as far as the 
»eans were in my power, to injure the enemy, and to inspire 
confidence in the soldiers of our army ; and, I flatter myself, with 
sonje success ; but the palm of victory is denied me, and it is left 
to you, general, to reap the fruits of my labour. I will not feil, 
however, to second your views ; and my devotion to my country, 
will cause me with alacrity^o obey your Orders " He had per- 
formed his duty to the utmost extent ; for he had been in the forest 
and felled the tree, broken up the roads, and thrown a thousand 
obstacles in the way of the enemy. But these facts were then 
unknown to New England, who had not made particular inquiry, 
but who, like their mother country, placed all things on success. 
After the conquest of General Burgoyne, General Schuyier took 
the* British officers and their friends to his hospitable mansion, 
and treated them as his friends, and tried to make them fordet 
their Situation. Lady Harrict Auckland, the Baroness of Rieae- 
sel, and the Lady Balcarras, spoke of General Schuyier, as one 
born to support the dignity of an officer of distinction, Burgoyne 
himself, the proud minion of his monarch, apologised to Schuy- 
ier, for burning his splendid house a few days before his capture, 
and intimated that he could not have any idea that it belonged to 
an officer of his rank and character. The reply was as piquant 
as gallant, ** Make no excuse, my dear general, for this trifling 
incident; the loss is more than compensated by the honour of meet- 
ingf you at my table." Burgoyne, always tasteful, said, after- 
wards, that my Lord Chesterfield could not have surpassed this ; 
and, indeed, it had in it the essence of courtesy and keenness. 

History shows us but few instances of patriotism that will com- 
pare with Schuyler's conduct. Epaminondas, deprived of the 
supreme command by the jealousy of the politicians of his city, 
marched to victory as a private soldier — he lived in an age of the 
greatest heroism ; and Schryznecki of the Poles, removed by the 
folly of his country men, drew his sword in the ranks as a private 
soldier: but Schuyier was bred in British pride of rank, where no 
such examples had even existed ; but he had the mas^animity to 
make a precedent for the good of his country. If he had cla- 
moured and raved as a little man would have done, he had ao 
32 
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many iBriends that confusion would have been produced ib die 
anny, and Burgoyne might have come on triumphantly to the 
city of Albany. 

At.the close of the war, as well as during the contest, General 
Schuyler was held in the highest reverence and admiration by all 
the omcers and soldiers of the army, and by none more than by the 
New England troops. The Rhode Island brigade, then under the 
command of Major Allen, presented him a most affectionate 
address, which, if in existenc^ as a document, is out of the reach 
of the writer of this short eketch, but the response of Creneral 
Schuyler was found in bis own band writing, amoncf the papers 
of Major Allen, in the possession of bis son, and directed ** To 
Captain Allen, and the other gentlemen of the Rhode Island 
Corps, present." The original has this endorsement upon it 
"Received at Saratoga, 16th of Dec. 1783." 

Saratooa, Dec. 16th, 1783. 

Gentlemen: The great goodness of your hearts, has induced 
you to verrate the small Services I have been able to render you ; 
most sincerely do I wish they had been in any degree propor- 
tionate to your merits, or to my inclinations. Tne polite and sen- 
timental manner in which you have been pleased to convey your 
acknowledgments, is another instance of that urbanity which you 
have so constantly and invariably evinced to be happily possessed 
of, and which has afforded me a satis&ction, too sensibly feit by 
the heart, to be adequately conveyed by words. 

To those sentiments of gratitude and esteem, which pervade 
me with regard to you, as a part of that gallant, persevermg, and 
sufiering band of Americans, to whom, under heaven, we are so 
immediately indebted for the inestimable blessings of peace, liberty, 
and independence — others of a private nature are superadded, 
arising from the contemplation of the attentions I have received, 
from the pleasures which have resulted from the social virtues 
which you cherish, and which have justly acquired you the 
ßsteem, and rendered you dear to all the vicinity. 

Those wishes which you so warmly express for my prosperity, 
honour, and happiness, I implore the divine being to realize on 
ieach of you : may heaven impress the hearts of your fellow Citi- 
zens with a proper and a generous sense of your sufferings and 
your Services; may they never suffer a thorn to spring in your 
future path of life : ana permit me to assure you, that I shall 
most readily and most cheerfully seek for, and improve, every 
occasion to serve you, and to evince the friendship, the esteem, 
and regard, with which my heart is penetrated. 

I am, gentlemen, affectionately, and very 
Sincerely, your obliged and. obedient servant, 

PH. SCHUYLER. 
To Ciq;)tain JLUen, and the gentkmen of the Rhode Island regtment 



APPBNDTZ. 376 

The war had closed, and the anny was breaking up; the 
memory of the past was crowding on the souls of the brave, who 
had fought their country's battles, and the visions of the future 
were then so gloomy, that there was a solemnity and honesty in 
eyery thing that was said. The Rhode Island brigade was a 
highly röspectable corps of men, and were in command of as gal- 
lant an officer as could be found in the service. This respect fox 
the character of General Schuyler, had pervaded the wholearmy, 
from Washington to the humblest soldier. Never was there a 
man who had so entirely laid down ^1 prejudice ; and all were 
anxious td make amends for the early jealousies of a few. Brooks 
commended him as soldier, and Wigglesworth considered him 
as a Scholar; and all knew him to be a patriot. This was enough 
for New England. The beauties of a social intercourse, in the 
American army, and the efibrt of mind upon mind during the 
awful stTuggle for freedom, will never be known ; the day has 
gone for' recording them. The great points of the drama of the 
revolution are and will be preserved ; bat the interesting under 
plots and by-play, if we may use such an expreasion, have passed 
away with the actors and the audience. 

After the war had closed, .General Schuyler was an active 
patriot, and laboured in the halls of congress, and every where, for 
the good of the country, without any narrow or selfish views. 
He was a member of congress under the old confederation, and 
was one of those who early saw that that form of government 
was not sufiiciently energetic for the exigences of a great people. 
And he was a firm supporter of the Constitution of the United 
States, and acted in concert with all the great spirits of the time, 
in obtaining something as a rule and guido for the nation, that 
would develop the character of the people, and the resources 
of the country. He was twice elected a Senator of the United 
States, and served his country faithfully in that office. Into that 
august body he carried the principles of a patriot, the wisdom of 
a statesman, and the manners of a gentleman. He acted as a 
legislator in his own Commonwealth, as well as in the United 
States government, and was a prominent man in making many 
good and wholesome laws. 

He died November 18, 1804, near Albany, and in the seventy 
third year of his age, much lamented by all who knew him. The 
time must come, when we shall not complain of the scanty annals 
of one so deserving of his country's gratitude, for we under- 
stand that the papers of General Schuyler are now in the hands 
of one who is capable of doing justice to the subject, as he has 
done to the Constitution and laws of, his country. 
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MEMOIR OF JOHN MÜRRAY. JÜN. 

John Murrat, jun. was bom in this cky, on 3d of the 8th 
month, in the year 1758. He was the son of Robert Marray, the 
principal of the highly respectable commercial house of Murray, 
Sansom db Co., of London and New- York ; and brother to Lindley 
Murray^ of the city of York« in England, whose literary character 
is well known in Earope and America. 

When about twelve years of age, he was a scholar wkh myself 
at Friends' Grammar School, in Philadelphia j the remaioder of 
his education he received in England. 

In his youthful davs he was remarked as being of antUKoni' 
monly active and lively disposition. 

Early in lifo he commenced business in this city with Moses 
Rogers, was very successful in his commercial pursuits, and afler 
a few years, withdrew himself from this concern. 

His mind for sometime had received deep religious impresdons, 
and under the power of the mild and humanizing principles of the 
Gk)spel, his natural feelings were controlled, and, in a good degree, 
subjected to the benign influence of divine grace. From this time, 
he became zealoasly engaged to promote every measure, that 
would conduce to ameliorate the condition of mankind, without 
distinction of sect or colour. But that he might be rightly qualified, 
under the guidance of the divine spirit of his Lord and Master, he 
considered, that a sense of religious duty should preeede his 
actions for promotins^ benevolent purposes, and thus secure the 
divine blessing on all his undertakings. 

About this period, bis father proposed to hiiii, to admit him as 
a partner in the house of Murray, Sansom, & Co., which flatter- 
ing ofTer he decllned, from a sense of religious Obligation. 

Having acquired, as he conceived, a competent share of this 
world's goods, heapprehended it to be his duty, as a faithful Steward, 
to show his gratitude to his Creator, in giving up a due portion of 
his time and substance, towards assisting the poor and indigent, 
by encouraging them in habits of industry, and in promoting the 
means ofbestowing upon their children the benefits of education. 
In Order to accompHsh this purpose, he gradually relinquished all 
mercantile pursuits. 

How rare it is to meet with a person, in the course of a pros- 

rsrous business, to stop short, and say-^I have enough — lier^dier 
will consider, what Providence has put into my hands, as a trust 
for the good of my fellow-creatures 1 

It would extend this memoir to an improper length, to attempt 
exhibiting his various pursuits in advancing the great cause of 
universal philanthropy, which, at different periods of his lifo, en« 
gaged his attention. I will therefore confine myself to some pro- 
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nunent featares, that may serre to illastratetbe getieml ckaractef 
of our late excellent and Toluable üriend. 

Tlie first public «ngagfement of benevolence in which he eat* 
baiked^ was as a Gk>yernor of thia Hospital, to which he was first 
elected in 1782, and successively afierwards to the present year, a 
period of 37 years. Daring this time, he rendered this institution 
many essential and important Services, by his uniformly kinci an<f 
aflectionate attention to the sick, and in advancin^ the general inte* 
rests of the Hospital. He was remarked for his punctual and 
riBgular attendance (when his health permitted) of the monthly 
and special meetings of this Board. 

In the year 1785, he was sedulously engaged in the formation 
of the " Society for promoting the inamimission of Slaves, and for 
ptMedting such of them as hare been or may be liberated." AI 
this period, the minds of most of our Citizens were not enlightened 
OD (be great subject of African Enxancipation, and their deep 
rooted prejudices were soviolent, that the Mends of humanity, in 
asserting the righta of the people of colour, ^ad to encounter 
innumeraUe and serious difficulties; an enmity, accompanied 
with a bitter spirit, was excited in the minds of those, whose 
aelfish int^est induced them to consider the acts of the Society n» 
an' interference in their personal rights— ^he members therefore 
were constantly exposed to personal insult. But, knowing the 
istegrity of their motives, and convinced of the justice of the 
cause, no difficulties could deter John Mürrav from contributing 
largely, in a pecuniary way, and uniformly and zealously, by 
peftonal exertions, in support of a cause, that he conceived, was 
sanctioned by the principles and genuine spirit of Christianity«^ 
Frbm the first fbnnation of the Society, a great portion of his tim^f 
w» devoted, not merely to obtain the Hberty of those who werer 
by law entitled to their freedom, but to ameliorate their conditiony 
by promoting their religious and moral improvemeot, and to 
anbrd to them the blessing of education. With these views, he 
proposedto the Society the establishing of a school exclusively for 
the education of coloured children,inthe superintendenceof which, 
much of his time was bestowed ; for, although it was under the 
care of aboard of trustees, yet for many years he was particularly 
occupied in advancing its interests as a trustee, and as treasurer, 
in which latter capacity he served the Society from it» firM 
establishment in 1785, to the termmation of his life, 

The distressed Situation of the aboriginal inhabitants bf this 
country, excited much of his attention and sympathy. About the 
year 1795, he was instrumental, with several of hie friends, in 
endeavouring to improve and ameliorate the condition of the 
Indians, residing witiiin the limits of this State, by instructing 
them in agriculture and the useful «irts, and ii^ having their 
children taught the common branch^s of school learning, and 
thus to prepare their minds' for the reception of a knowledge of 
the Christian religion. He performed several interesting Visits to 
2X 32* 
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the tribes of Brothertown, Stockbridge, Oneida, and Onaiidago, 
and had to encounter, in the course of these joumeys, considerable 
hardships and inconvenience, at a time when roads were extrocnelY 
bad, ana tbe accommodations for travelHng very indifferent Di- 
rected by an ardent zeal for pronioting the best interests of 
humanity, he spared no effort to aid the religious and mdral 
improvement of this afflicted and neglected portion of the human 
family. 

The penal laws of this State, prior to 1796, were extreraely 
imperfect, infiicting penalties very disproportionate to ofiences. 
In many instantes the punishment of death was deemed indispen- 
aably necessary, to expiate certain crimes. Believing that these 
laws were alike opposed to humanity, to justice, and to poliey, as 
well as to the mild spirit of the religion we profess, our werlhy 
coUeague united with some others of bis friends, in an applica- 
tion tö the leading members of our legislature, in proposing an 
entire repeal of the then existing penal code, for the purpos« of 
introducing the present penitentiary System. In consequence of 
this application, and principaliy owing to the friendly aid and 
exertions of • General Schuyler, and the present Chief Justice 
Spencer, then distinguished members of the Senate, a bill was 
introduced by the latter gentleman, and passed into a law, by 
which the former penal laws were repealed, a more mild code 
established, and a State prison directed to be built in the vieinity 
of this city. To carry this law into effect, our deceased friend 
was appointed one of the commissioners, and he also voluntarily 
accepted the appointment of one of the inspectorö of the prison. 
The first Board of [nspectors had an arduous task to perform, 
in organizing a plan for establishing cleanliness, order, and regii- 
larity amongst the convicts, and devising for them various modes 
of employment. During this period the affairs of the prison 
were greatly benefitted by the zeal of John Mürray, and the 
board derived considerable aid from bis mild and conciliatory 
demeanour, which very much contributed to soften the minds of 
the prison ers, and to improve their moral habits. 

There is perhaps no benevolent institution in the city, that haa 
been more productive of real usefulness, than the New York 
Free School Society. It has now under its care four schools, that 
educate near two thousand poor children. Of this society, it may 
almost be seid, John Murray was the founder. On its first 
establishment he was elected vice president, and continued as one 
of its most active trustees, as long as bis health permitted. 

In the year 1811, he was appointed by Governor Tompkins, 
one of the commissioners to report to the legislature a plan for 
the *' better Organization of common schools throughout the State 
of New York,'' intended to be supported by a fund, denominated 
** the Common School Fund," which is yearly increasing, and 
now yields about 80,000 dollars annually. The report of the com- 
missioners was adopted, and a law passed, 1812, appointing a per- 
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8on as snperintendant of common schools, and otherwise perfect- 
ing a System, which is likely to produce incalculable benefits to 
the present and future generations. 

But in bis career of usefulness, he was not confined to snch 
institutions as may strictly be denominated benevolent ; be feit an 
interest in whatevet bad a tendency to exalt the character of bis 
native State. His name is recognized among the first members of 
the New York Historical Society, and on its formation, he made 
a handsome donation to its funds. 

The yearly increase of paupers in our city, notwithstandinc^ 
the great assistance aiforded them by the numerous public and 
private institations, induced John Murray to unite with several of 
OUT Citizens, to establish ** the Society for the prevention of Pau- 
perism." Among many important public advantages produced 
by the efibrts of this society, is the New York Savings Bank, 
incorporated by a law passed on an application by the board of 
managers. Perhaps no similar occasion served more to call forth 
the anxiety and energies of our deceased friend, than the succesa 
of this undertaking. In the act of incorporation, John Murray 
was named as the tirst vice president, and the directors also 
appointed bim treasurer ; a name that peculiarly served to render 
tne institution populär amongst all ranks of our fellow Citizens. 
He was prevented by his last sickness from rendering it any per- 
sonal Services, but the last inquiry, which it is believed he made, 
after any of the numerous public charities with which he was 
concerned, was, "how does the Savings Bank get on ?" On being 
told of its unexampled success, he was too weak to say more, than 
that **it afibrded him great satisfaction." Soon after bis decease, 
the foUowing entry was made in the minates, and published by 
Order of the directors of the Savings Bank : 

" At a meeting of the Board, held in the Bank this day, Dun- 
can F. Campbell, was unanimously elected to fill the offipe of 
Treasurer, vacated by the lamented death of John Murray, Jun. 
Esc^uire. 

" The Board take this opportunity of expressing their deep 
regret, at the loss sustained by this Institution, in the death of so 
distinguished a philanthropist as Mr. Murray. In doing it, they 
but join in the general sympathy of all who have witnessed his 
long and active course, in every thing which could meiiorate the 
condition of suffering humanity, or promote moral improvement 
among every class of his fellow men. He now rests from his 
labour, and nis works follow him. 

" By order of the Directors, 

JAMES EASTBURN, Secretary. 

Bcmk of Savings, llth August, 1819." 

The society for promoting industry, established in this city 
in 1814, under the management of our most respectable and pioas 
females, has been productive of incalculable benefit * but for want 



38D APPRNDIX. 

of adequate fonds, to carry into effect the views aad wiabes of 
tke managers, they were oüea embarrassed and discouraged. 
At thete periods, John Murray came forward, and by advancing 
HMmey, and using bis influence to prevail on otbers to make 
similar advances, the society was enabled to continue ita exten* 
•Ire osefuhieM. The foUowing extracts from the minutes of the 
managers, will serve to show how highly tliey esteemed the cha- 
raoter of their late friend. 

** While many able pens are engaged in deploring the los«, and 
commemorating the worth, pf the late friend of humanity, John 
Murray, jun. the Society for the Promotion of Industry would 
raise their voice, however feeble, in the geiieral regret ; and gra- 
tüy their feelings, by enumerating a few of the benefits they 
received from their late friend, who might justly be styled their 
best friend. 

** The Society was institated in 1814, and at its commencement 
was honoured with bis countenance, by expressed approbation, 
and a liberal donation to its funds, which was afterwards increased 
to double the amount.'' The minutes then detail the aid reeeived 
from him, by bis personal influence with the city Corporation, in 
otder to obtain from them pecuniary assistance, and also of bis 
addressing a meeting of Citizens, called for the purpose of sup- 
porting and extending the plan proposed to be pursued by the 
Society. In the commencement of the present year, being in- 
formed that the society were again without funas, and had no 
other prospect but closing the House of Industry, John Mur* 
ray addressed them by letter, in which he expressed bis anxiety 
for the advancement of "the good work they are engaged in," and 
offered to advance them $100, to be taken out in work, and to 
loan them $500 for one year, without interest. This, with other 
assistance, enabled them further to prosecute the designs of the 
establishment. The minutes then dose in the following words :-^ 
*• When the last enemy to be encountered, gained the victo'ry orer 
John Murray, jun. it is much to be feared that this institution 
reeeived a mortal blow. The managers would still continue to 
raise their prayers to that God who seeth not as man seeth ; and 
while the kind Offices of their deceased friend, can never be 
effaced from their memories, they would humbly pray, that others 
may be induced to foUow bis example, and go and do likewise. 
Then inav this institution still be a blessing to the public." 

It would be unnecessary to detail more of the many public con- 
cems, that engaged the attention of our late worthy colleague. 
During the last thirty years of bis life, bis time was mostly 
devoted to the Service of the religious Society of Friends, (of 
which he was a member, and for many years a distinguished 
eider,) and to the various objectsof public and private benevolence. 
The income of bis estate was considerable, and he more than 
once mentioned to me, that he did not wish to reserve more than 
sufficient for bis common expenses ; the overplus was spent in 
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promötittg the benefit of his fellow creatures. His humility and 
self-denial were manifest in his piain manner of living, scrupu- 
lously avoiding any kind of extravagance, lest he mignt expend« 
in aseless objects, what he conceived ought to be reserved for the 
use of the poor and needy. In his manners he was courteous, 
kind, and charitable* evincing a readiness on all occasion», ta 
devote his time and talents to the best of all causes, the good of 
mankind His private charity was great, and generally unknown 
to his most intimate friends. He was a member of a greater 
part of the charitable societies in the city ; each of whom received 
from him a yearly anonymous letter, enclosing from fifly to ooe 
hundred doUars. His delight seemed to be, to clothe the naked« 
to feed the hungry, and to visit the sick and distressed ; or, to 
adöpt the language of an eloquent writer, " to survey the man- 
sions of sorrow and pain ; to take the gage and dimensions of 
misery, depression, and contempt; to remember the forgotten; 
to attend to the neglected, and to visit the forsakenj' 

In 1812, whilst attending, at Albany, a meeting of the com- 
missioners appointed to consider the subject of improving the 
State of common schools, he left his lodgings one evening, to have 
an intlerview with a committee of the legislature, to whom was 
referred a communication made by the governor, proposing to 
Substitute some mode of punishment for that of death. The 
streets of Albany were at this time covered with ice, which ren- 
de red Walking extremely hazardous ; our lamented friend had 
not proceeded &r on his humane errand, when he feil, and was 
so seriously injured, that notwithstanding the care and solicitude 
of his friends, he was confined to his room some weeks, and never 
recovered from the injury he thus sustained. This accident sub- 
jected him to alraost constant, and frequently excruciating pains ; 
and, without doubt, hastened his death. Bat he endured all his 
sufiTerings with Christian patience, and Submission to the divine 
will; and when in Company with his friends, generally exhibited 
a disposition remarkably cheerful. About the commencement of 
the present year, he became more seriously indisposed, and on the 
morning of the fourth of last month, he died, whilst in the act of 
supplication to that Lord whom he so faithfiiUy served. His 
body was interred in Friends' burying-ground, afler a solemn 
meeting in their meetiag house, attended by a considerable num- 
ber of his friends, who, it is believed, will long remember the 
solemnity of the occasion. 

The religious character of John Murray, jun. was highly 
. estimated by his fellow members of the Society of Friends, and 
also by those of other religious denominations, to whom he vras 
personally known. He was by no means contracted in his 
opinions, but of a disposition liberal and enlarged He ofien 
expressed his sincere desire, that Christians might more and 
more avoid unnecessary disputes about non-essentials, and unite 
in promoting the common cause, in which they all pro&ss to be 



362 



APPENDIX. 



eagaged ; that, for bis own part, he knew of no distinction of 
sect or party; bat that the one true church is composed of indi- 
viduals of all religious denominations, who, possessed of the 
spirit of divine love, are faithfully endeavouring to know and to 
perform the divine will concerning them. These, he would often 
say, are united in one head, cven Christ, and in the fellowship 
of his gospel ; they feel that they are all brethren. In his inter- 
course with roankind, he seemed to have adopted for his motto 
that saying of Luther, '* Inquo aliquid Christi video illum diligo." 
•* In whomsoever I see any thing of Christ, him I love." Pos- 
sessed of these sentiments, it afTorded him the most heartfelt satis- 
fiiction, to meet with a considerable number of highly respecta^ 
ble and pious men, of various religious denominations, who con- 
yened in this city, from almost every State in the union, for the 
purpose of formmg a national Bible Society. He was a member 
of tne Convention, and frequently expressed his having enjoyed 
great satisfaction in vntnessing its proceedings, conducted as they 
were in remarkable condescension and harmony, and in the 
spirit of gospel love. He was appointed a member of the first 
board of managers, and twice contributed to the general funds of 
the Society. He often remarked, that one of the most evident 
designs of divine Providence, in establishing this highly impor- 
tant Society, was, to bring together those of all denominations, by 
which means sectarian jealousies may be removed, and peace 
and love established between Christians. These cotisiderations, 
so congenial with the mind of John Murray, and his solicitude to 
witness the difiusion of the holy scriptures amongst the poor and 
neglected, in every part of this widely extended continent, induced 
him, during the remainder of his life, to continue to be an ardent 
and active member of the American Bible Society. His senti- 
ments of the importance and usefulness of that society, were fuUy 
evinced, in a Speech he made, at its anniversary meeting, in the 
iifth month, 1818; an extract from which, as it serves farther to 
illustrate his general character, will, I presume, be considered as 
an acceptable and appropriate termination of the present very 
brief sketch of the life and labours of our deceased friend : 

** In rising to speak on the present interesting occasion, I feel 
my mind solemnized, and it is with diffidence I attempt to ofier 
a sentiment before this very respectable assembly. In making 
the motton which I have done, I have two considerations in 
view ; the one is, to approve of the proceedings of the board of 
managers, the other to avail myself of the opportunity of com- 
municating a few sentiments, in relation to the highly important 
nature of this society, formed for the express purpose of promot- 
ingf & general diflfusion of the holy scripture — a work of stupen- 
dous magnitude, contemplating incalculable good to th^ human 
fiimily ; more especially when we connect with it a practical 
observance of those moral and religious duties which they enjoin, 
and with which the scriptures of the old and new testament are 
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replete. Hence it is, in a peculiar manner, obligatory on the 
members of a society, so noble and dignified as this, to be care- 
ful and fiolicitous to Square tbeir lives and conduct by'the pre- 
cepts contained in the book they are so assiduous and zealous 
to circulate ; as it must be granted, *that example speaks a louder 
kinguage than precept.' I rejoice in the bope, that the efR)rts of 
Bible societies, and other associations and means for enlightening 
the human understanding, and improving the heart, will be blest 
in an eminent degree, not only in our own country, but in regions 
&r more remote. I also indulge the consoling hope, that they ' 
will tcnd to dispel prejudice and bigotry, and to batter down that 
wall of partition which ignoranee and illiberality of sentiment 
has raised up between the difierent religious denominations. I 
am glad in belieying that I am no bigot, and that I can with 
great sincerity adopt the language of the apostle Peter, whose 
mind, like many others, had been biassed and warped by the pre* 
judices of education, and the force of tradition ; but, when bis 
understanding became enlightened by the rays of Divine Light» 
he could then bear testimony to the universality of the love oi 
Grod, uttering the following memorable expressions> *0f a 
truth, I perceiye that Gpd is no respecter of persons, but that, 
in eyery nation, they that fear him, and work righteousness, 
will be accepted of him.' There is no doctrine more clearly 
and fuUy inculcated in the new testament, than that of charity, 
or, in other words, diyine loye. ' God is loye, and they that 
dwell in him, dwell in loye;,' and by this, said our blessed 
Sayiour, shall all men know *ye are my disciples, if ye loye one 
another.' 

** The apostle Paul, in the 13th chapter af the first Espistle to • 
the Gorinthiana, describes the excellency of this yirtue in a pecu- 
liar and striking point of yiew. His illustrations go to proye 
that it is the prominent feature in the Christian character. Let 
US, therefore, my friends, cultivate this heavenly principle; let 
US, by the tenor of our lives and conduct, evince that we are the 
disciples and fallowersofJesuS^ Christ. I am thankful at feeling 
my heart glow with love to all ihy fellow-creatures, and that I meet 
with those of every Christian denomination, to whom I can give 
the right band of fellowship. 

" When I reflect, my friends, on the solemnity of Aie oecasion. 
which has drawb together so large and respectable an assem- 
blage of our fellow creatures, all of whom, I trust, are arraigned 
as candidates for an immortal and glorious inheritance, I hope 
we feel renewedly animated, in a cause which is calculated to 
promote the present and the future happiness of mankind. 

*' I do not wish to trespass either on the time or patienee oi 
this assembly ; but, I do not know that I can close my Communi- 
cations with sentiments more appropriate,, or with language better 
adapted, than was used by my late friend Henry Tuke,* at a 
* An enoixient Minister of the Society of Friends. 
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meeting of the Bible Society of York« in England, of which ha 
WB8 a distingiiished member. 

**'I feel/ Said he, 'disposed to express the gratification which 
I experience, on seeing so large and lespectable a meeting of my 
fellow Citizens on the present occasion, and particularly with the 
Union of Christians of yarious denominations, in the support of thia 
great cause. May we not compare the various sects of Chris- 
tianity to the diflferent tribes of ancient Israel % We, like them« 
may haye some different views, and separate interests ; but we 
aclaiowledge one Qod, and one Lord, even our Lord Jesus Christ 
We profess to be govemed by the same laws, which are con- 
tamea in the Holy Scriptures, and though we may not unite in 
the construction of some of these laws, yet, when we consider 
in how large a proportion of them the professors of Chris» 
tianity are agreeo, and consequently how small is the part in 
which we differ, there is much cause for us to feel as brethren« 
and to unite, as has firequently been the case, indefenceofour 
conunon fiiith; and I can truly say, it affords me no small pleasure 
to believe, that if it should eyer be my happy lot to gain an admit- 
tance into that city whose walls are saiyation, and its gates praise, I 
shall there, as well as here, haye many fellow-citizens, and I trost, 
no small portion of those who now hear my yoice; who, though I 
may difier firom them on some points of Christian doctrine, or 
rather, perhaps, of Christian practica, I feel no difkulty in 
belieying, will finally be added to that innumerable multitude^ 
which me diyinely eagle-eyed apostle saw Standing before the 
throne, clothed in white robes, and haying palms in their hands : 
but, who, though possessed of these emblems of righteousness and 
of yictory, were far from claiming any merit to themselyes, but 
aacribe tneir saiyation wholly to the Lord God and the Lamb.' " 



THE HON. AMBROSE SPENCER. 

Ip it betrue that high-minded men constitute a State, — and who 
will deny the axiom? — should we not make anxious inquiries to 
obtain just yiews of our own distinguished characters in the 
nation — ^men who should rank with the first in society now, as 
they certainly will leave an impress on the age in which they 
liyed, when they shall haye gone from the scene of action 1 

To wait until a man is dead, before we venture to speak of hia 
merits, is as idle as not to count our treasures until we haye lost 
them. It is aggrayating to know what intellectual wealth we 
once possessed, when it is fled beyond recovery. It is fortunate 
that we are foUowing the examples of Europe, in spreading before 
the public the deeds and characters of those who are still on the 
stage, acting their parts welL It is an historical truth, which 
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Ml fisw will dare to controveit, that in the very best periocb of 
every nation which has dope any thing* for mankind, that their 
great minds who were active in public aflairs, were best known 
to each other, and enjoyed the füllest communion with the intelli- 
gent people at large. Some of the great men of Athens prided 
themselves in being acquainted with the characte^ of almost every 
man in the country, and partioularly in the city, in which they 
lived. They yisited ireely, and made it a point to converse on 
sach subjects as would test each individuaPs Claims to distinc- 
tion. As the territory of Attica was small, this could easily be 
done ; but not so with us — ^for some of our great men live a tnou- 
sand miles apart ; bat, when personal interviews cannot be had, 
Ihe press should raake men acquainted with each other. We are 
begmning to grow wiser in this respect. The Memoirs of G^ene* 
ral Jackson, Mr. Adams, Webster, Calhoun, Clay, Story, and 
many others, have, with more or less fairness and ability, been 
given to us thraugh the medium of the public Journals. Poets, 
Dinnes, and Lawyers< have come in for their share of public 
notice ; and any one, who has any claims to distinction, does not 
blush to See bis name in works intended to instruct mankind. 
We now venture to add to these great names that of Ambross 
SPBHcm, an eminent lawyer, and a profound judge, who has for 
many years filled a great spaee in his coontry's history, and who 
now^ in a green old age, is able to take a part in all the afiairs of 
the nation. It would be idle to teil the courts and bars of the 
United States any thing of the character of Ambrose Spencer ; 
but as they make but a small part of the reading Community, we 
will venture to give a slight, but, as far as it goes, a fair sketch 
of this great man, 

Judge Spencer is the son of Philip Spencer, Esquire, who 
was a native of Saybrook, in Ck>nnecticut. Their ancestor was 
from England, and migrated to this country soon after the resto- 
ration of Charles IL Philip Spencer removed from Connecticut 
to Oblong, in the county of Ehitchess, New York, in 1766. He 
was a respectable iarmer, and filled with iidelity the office of 
Justice of the Peace for several years, and died at a gooü old age, 
in 1815. Judge Spencer was born in December, 1765, in the 
town of Salisbury, in Connecticut He and an eider brother, 
after the necessary preparatory studies, entered, in 1779, the 
fireshman class in Yale College, the Rev. Ezra Styles being 
Ihen President of that College. The two brothers continued 
members of it, until the autumn of 1782, when they were honour* 
ably discharged, and, in the same autumn,- were admitted mem- 
bers of the senior class in the University of Cambridge. They 
both graduated there in 1783. In the same year, Judge Spencer 
commenced the study of the law, under the direction of John 
Canfield, Esquire, of Sharon, in Connecticut ; being, however, 
determined to pursne his profession in the State of New York, he 
fiompleted bis legal studies under the direction of John Bay, and 

2Y 
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Ezekiel Gilbert, Esquires, and was admitted to the bar ef tbe 
Supreme Court of the State of New York^ in 1788^ 

He commenced the practice of the law in the ciCy of Hudson, 
and pursued his profession with great diligence ; in I79ä he was 
elected a member of the assembly from the county of Columbia ; 
in 1795 he was elected a Senator of the Senate of New York for 
three years; in 1798 he was re-elected to the Senate for four 
years; in 1796 he introduced a biU for meliorating the criminal 
Code, and for the erection of a State prison in the vicinity of the 
city of New York This bill he had the satis&ction ol seeing 
become a law ; it abolished the punishment of death in all cases 
but those of treason and murder, and substituted imprisonment 
in the State prison and hard laboux. This law produced a great 
change in the penal code of New York ; the then existing laws 
denounced the punishment of death en many offences, which the 
bumanity of the executive, and the enlightened wisdom of the 
ag^e, interposed to prevent the execution o( and experience has 
demonstrated that crimes have not increased in conseqiience oi 
the mitigation of punishment. In 1796, Judge Spencer was ap- 
pointed, under the administration of Gk>vernor Jay, District 
Attorney for the counties of Columbia and Rensselaer, which 
Office he continued to fiU until 1801. In 1802, he was appointed, 
under the administration of GoTemor George Clinton, Attorney 
General of the State, on the resignation of that office by Josiah 
Ogden Hoffman, Esquire. He continued in this office until 
February, 1804, when he was appointed, also under the admin- 
istration of Governor Greorge Clinton, a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of New York. In 1819, he was appointed Chief Justice 
of the State, under the administration of Governor Dewitt Clin- 
ton; he remained in that office until Januar y, 1823, wken, under 
a Provision in the amended Constitution, all civil offices were 
vacated. After his retirement from the Bench, he resumed his 
profession as counsellor of law with great success, and continued 
therein until 1 827, when he retired to a farm in the vicinity of the 
city of Albany, and since then has appeared very rarely at the Bar, 
though he has not declined entirely acting as Chamber counsel. • 

in 1828, he was elected a member of the 2 Ist Congress, from 
the county of Albany, and punctually attended to the duties of his 
appointment, during the two sessions ; never having been absent 
from the House but two days. He was one of the managers on 
the part of the House of Repräsentatives, on the impeachment of 
Judge Peck. He believed Judge Peck to have transcended his 
judicial duties, and to have violated the law from bad motives, in 
the imprisonment of one of his fellow-citizens; and, thus believing, 
he put forth all his energies to produce his conviction. He never 
questioned the purity of the motives of those Senators, who pro- 
nounced his acquittal, on the ground that, although the law näd 
been violated, the motives of the Judge were not impure. 

At the first session of that Congress, he opposed, in a speech 
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whicb has been pubHshed, a bill introduced by tbe Judiciary Cohi* 
mittee, for increasing the number of the Judges of the Sapreme 
Court of the United States. 

! Judgc Spencer, although then a very young man, was .deci- 
dedly in favour of adopting the Constitution of the United States» 
as it came from the hands of the Convention, and was so far a 
Federalist. He soon, however, became convinced tjiat the Föde- 
ral party held doctrines too high-toned for the interests of the 
people of the United States, and became an active member of tbe 
great Repablican party. 

It has been objected to him, that, whilst a Judge of the Supreme 
Court, he indulged too mueh in politics; those who now make 
the' objection do not consider either the temper of the times, or 
the examples he had before him, or the change which public 
epinion has undergone in that respect. There was then no such 
thing known as neutrality of opinion in politics; and all bis 
associates on the Bench were open and decided in their political 
o|Hnion8. It would, indeed, be a severe and lasting reflection.. if 
it could be affirmed with truth, that these political feelings influ- 
enced bis conduct as a Judge, and in the decision of causes.. 

He was a warm and decided friend to the declaration of war 
against Great Britain in 1812, and gave the war all the support 
and countenance which he consistently could. In the case of 
Vander Heyden vs. Young, 1 1 Johnson, 157,^ he delivered an 
opinion, in which the majority of the court concurred, in entire 
Opposition to the doctrines aavanced by Chief Justice Parsons, 
and Judges Sewall and Parker, (8 Mass. Rep. 549,) that the 
President of the United States, alone, is made the judge of the 
bappening of an event, authorizing him to call forth the militia 
nnder the act of February, 1795; and this opinion was subse- 
quently approved by the Supreme Court of the United States, in 
Martin and Mott, 12 Wheaton, 28. 

The fact that Chief Justice Spencer was not re-appointed Chief 
Justice under the amended Constitution, has never, it is'presumed, 
occasioned him any mortification. It is well understood that the 
Convention in New York, öf 1821, was a party measure; it was 
a political tomado, which swept through the State, prostrating 
every Institution, Standing in the way of the dominant faction ; 
and it is not too much to say, that, instead of improving the Con- 
stitution of 1777, it actually introduced injurious innovations. It 
reduced the number of the Judges of the Supreme Court from 
ßre to three, and thus injuriously dcrogated from the authorita- 
tive form of decisions. Senators, elected immediately afler the 
adoption of the amended Constitution, partook of the feelings of 
tbe Convention ; not to be re-appointed under. such circumstances 
can never detract from tbe private or public character of any of 
tbose officers, whose offices have been vacated to subserve party 
purposes. 

Every one, who is acquainted with tbe professional character 
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of Jttdge Spencer, er who has read bis adminble opimmu in ihm 
report«, or any of bis Speeches, will freely award to nim a stroBg^ 
discriminating, well-balanced mind. He seea the points of a 
cause with great sagacity, and goes directly to discnss them, 
. without any painful cireumlocutions, or unnecessary preliminaiiea 
about eandour, disinterestedness, or any apologies for bis honest 
decision. He keeps constantly armed for every field ; and if it 
sometimes appears that bis armour is too strong and weigkty for 
tht ordinary /eontests, still he does not, in the sligbtest de^ee, 
seem incumbered with it, but marches onward with dignity aad 



His argumenta are extensire, particularly in bis profession. 
He bas kept up, which reqnires no ordinary efibrt, with the 
Science and literature of the age, out of the pale of bis profea- 
sicHial studies, and, on most subjects, converses as one who had 
thought much upon the very topics under consideration. 

Disciplined in the balls of legislation and of justice, he is not 
oniy powerful in argument, but prompt in debate^ and never 
cowers at the presence of any antagonist, boweTer pow«rfuL 
He nerer indulges in any flights of the imagination, nor erer 
labours for any omaments, although he is frequently as felicitous 
in illustration, as profound in argument. The style of hia elo* 
quence is, moreover, manly and clear. If he ever thought of a 
model, which I very much doubt, it was that of Pericle^i b<H 
of Cicero. His sentences are carefhUy turned and well arianged» 
but haye no meliifluous flow, or extraordinary harmony in them; 
but the reader never mistakes his meaning, nor is ever offcnded 
by inyolution, harshness, or obscurity; for he goes on, step by 
Step, never striving to charm, but always sure of '* binding hia 
audience in chains." In every sentence he utters, there is a 
combination of intelligence, a sense of duty, and an impression 
of responsibility, with "the lion-heart of independence," that 
never fails to interest all, and to secure the impartial. Ttie 
weight of his argumenta was always enhanced by the weight of 
his character ; this even envy owns, since he is no longer on the 
bencb, and, in a measure, out of political life. 

The legal opinions of Judge Spencer are of the first authority, 
not only in the courts in New York, but also in every State in 
the Union. Many years ago, Parsons spoke of Spencer as an 
excellent judge, and perhaps he is as often quoted as an autho* 
rity, as any one in the United States, at the present time. He 
put hin^self in the reports as willing to trust his reputation on 
what may be found there, and he need not fear the resulL 

It is Said that, in his retirement, he bas not forgotten his labor 
rious babits, and that bis pen or his book is constantly in bis 
band. A füll life of De Witt Clinton may be ezpected froaa 
bim at no distant day. No man knew Clinton bettex than 
Spencer. They lived. in a bustling world togetber, and, a^ 
the lot of bumanity, were sometimea intimnte, and sometimfBS 
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^tXTvakgei; but Time, tkat softens asperities, and digs the grave 
of enmities, which arise out of the irritations of party, has pre- 
aerved their friendships entire; and a correct biography of 
Clinton may be oxpected, firom one who will be as free from 
adulation as from narrow yiews. 

The person of Judge Spencer is tall and commanding, and bis 
manners are digniiied. His countenance is just such an one as 
an observer of human nature would mark in the greatest 
crowd ; it has composure with strength, and solemnity without 
gloom or rigidity ; at times, it is lighted up with the sanshine of 
Sriendly sympathies, and bears evidence of well-trained afiections. 

Although past the constitutional age, in the State of New 
York, for holding a seat on the bench, he is still as capable of 
sustaining the duties of a judicial Station as at any period of hia 
lifo. 

The calm and peaceful days of the autumn of life, especially 
when the heat and bürden of it has been spent in mental labour, 
a»d public usefulness, " are sweet as summer." If there be no 
aecond spring, in the life of man, to produce flowers anew ; if 
there be no forming again the enchanting wanderings of youth, 
no fresh rhapsodies of sentiment to enjoy, and no dreams of 
ambition to indulge, yet, the mellow fruit from early culture, the 
gathering of industry, the odour of fame from past honour, the 
thousand fond recollections of the by-gone days, the increasing 
hopes and confidence for the future, throw a charm oyer this 
portion of human existence that no other season can know. It 
ia the cool of the evening, when man converses with his Maker. 

We sincerelv hope that this autumnal sunshine may last long, 
that the world may be benefited by his ripe scholarship, and 
mature understanding. 



MEMOIR OF JOHN HOWARD. 

John Howard, was born at Hackney, in Middlesex, in the 
year 1726, and put apprentice to Mr. Nathaniel Newnham, a 
wholesale grocer, in Watling street. His Constitution was thought 
yery weak, and his health appeared to have been injured by the 
necessary duties of his apprenticeship ; at the expiration of it, 
therefore, he took an apartment in a lodging house, in Stoke, 
Newington, kept by a Mrs. Sarah Lardeau, a widow, by whom 
he w^s nursed with the utmost care and attention. At length he 
became so fond of his landlady, that they were privately married, 
about the year 1752. She was possessed of a small fortune, 
which he presented to her sister. This wife, however. died in 
1755, and he was a sincere and affectionate mourner for her deatfa. 
About this time, it is believed, he was elected F. R S., and, with 
an Intention of viaiting Lisbon äfler the earthquake, he at mid» 
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aommer, 1756, set sail on board the Hanover packet, which was 
taken by a French privateer ; and he behared with so much hau- 
teur, 80 much a T Anglois, to the captain of the prirateer, as might 

Srobably be the cause of his suffering so severely as it appears 
e did, and perhaps what he suflfered on this occasion, increased 
(if it did not first call forth) his sympathy with the unhappy peo- 
ple. He aflerwards, it is believed, made the tour of Italy ; and 
at his return, settled at Brokenhurst, a retired and pleasant viUa 
in the New Forest, near Lymington, in Hampshire; having, 
April 25, 1758, married Harriet, only daughter of Edward Leeds, 
£sq. of Croxton, in Cambridges hire. Mrs. Howard died in 
1765, in childbed. After the death of his second wife, he left 
Lymington, and purchased an estate at Cardin gton, near Bedford, 
where he very much conciliated the esteem of the poor, by em- 
ploying them, building cottages for them, &c. In 1773, he seryed 
the officö of sherifif of the county of Bedford. This office, as 
he observes, brought " the distress of prisoners more immediately 
under his notice ;" and with a view to its alleviation, he began 
his labours by visiting most of the county jails in England, and 
afterwards the bridewells, houses of correction, city and town 
jails, where he found multitudes, both of felons and debtors, dying 
of the jail fever and the small pox. Upon this subject he was 
examined in the house of commons, in March, 1774, when he 
had the honour of their thanks. This encouraged him to proceed 
in his design ; he travelled again and again through Great Britain 
and Ireland, and also into France, Flanders, Holland, Germany, 
and Switzerland ; and published " The State of the Prisons m 
England and Wales, with preliminary observations, and an ac- 
count of some foreign prisons, 1777." In 1780, he published an 
appendix to this account, in which he extended the narratire of 
his travels to Italy, and gave some observations on the numage- 
ment of prisoners of war, and the hulks on the Thames. This 
Appendix he republished, in 1784; which publication included 
also an account of his visit to Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Poland, 
Portugal, and Spain. By this time his character for active bene- 
volence had engaged the public^ attention, and it was proposed 
that a subscription should be set on foot, to erect a statue to his 
honour. This idea was so well received, that in £fteen or sizteen 
months, six hundred and fifteen persons subscribed 1533/. I3s. 
6d. ; but some of those who knew Mr. Howard best never con- 
curred in the scheme, being well assured that he would never 
countenance nor accede to it : and the event justified their con- 
duct ; for the language that he held upon the subject, when first 
advised of it, was, ** have not I one friend in England that would 
put a stop to such proceedings ?" In consequenee of two letters 
from Mr. Howard nimself to the subscribers, the design was laid 
aside. In 1789, Mr. Howard published "An account of the prin- 
cipal Lazarettos in Europe, with various papers relative to the 
plague, together withfarther Observations on some Foreign Pri« 
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•CHS and Hospitals, and addkional remarks on the present State 
of those in Great Britain and Ireland," with a grpat number of 
curious plates. Not tatisfied, however, with what he had already 
done, he concludes his " Account of Lazarettos" with announcing 
his intention again to quit his country, for the purpose of revisit- 
mg Russia, Turkey, and some other countries, and extending his 
tour in the £ast. On this tour, however, he feil a victim to his 
humanity ; for, having visited a youas^ lady at Chersoni sick of 
an epidemic fever, for the purpose of administering some medical 
assistance, he caught the distemper himself, and was carried off 
in 12 days, Jan. 1790. The name of Howard will lire in the re- 
membrance ofthose who have been rescued, by his exertions, from 
the gloomy horrors of confinement, which might otherwise have 
been unlimited ; alleviated in the pangs ofdisease, which might have 
been irremediable; and comforted in the still more agonizingre- 
proaches of conscious guilt, whi«h would inevitably have termi- 
nated in destruction. A statue to Mr. Howard's memory has been 
erected in St. PauPs cathedral. 



I have been induced to insert the foUowing interesfing letter 
from the Hon. Cadwallader D. Golden, addressed to Professor 
J. W. Francis, on account of the very singuiar and important 
&cts which it discloses concerning the case of insanity of the 
late distinguished Count Regnaüd De St. Jean D^Anoely; 
and because I find upon enquiry, that Mr. Eddy was one of the 
committee before whom the case was brought, when an exami- 
nation de lunatico inquirendo, was instituted. Mr. £lddy's exten- 
sive practical knowledge enabled him to prove of essential Ser- 
vice on this contested case, and the whole matter presents one of 
the most remarkable examples on record to show the intricate 
nature of mental aberration; juridical medicine is perhaps never 
more severely taxed for the exercise of its nicest principles, than 
in cases of feigned and real insanity. It need scarcely be added, 
that the disordered State of Count Regnaud terminated only with 
his life ; which event took place, I believe, the very day of his 
arrival at Paris, upon his permission to return to his native 
country. 

New York, Jidy 1, 1833. 
My Dear Sir, 

I do not See how any thing relative to St. Jean D'Angely can 
be brought into the biography of Mr.Eddy, because I do not recol- 
lect 'that he had any connexion with the proceedings to which, 
in our late momentary interview, you referred, than that at the 
time thev took place Mr. Eddy was a governor of the hospital 
where tne Count was confined, and where the commission of 
lonacy was executed. I recollect, however, some circumstaaces 
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eonnected with that aflSur, the relation of which may be amnägv 
and perhaps, interesting to you, whose attention has been directed 
to the derangements of the human mind. Posssibly yoa may be 
able to find a place for this subject, in the commanication relative 
to Mr. Eddy, which I understood from you, yoa was about to 
make to Colonel Knapp. 

I preaided at the execution of the commisaion, which anthorized 
me, and Iwo other commissioners, (who they were, I cannot recol- 
lect,) to hold an inquest, as to the mental condition of the Connt 
When the commission was opened, the Count appeared in per« 
Bon. There was nothing in bis manner that inaicated in the 
least an aberration of mind, but there was a fierceneas and restless- 
ness in his eye which might not haye been noticed, had it not 
been known that he was the subject of the inquiry we were 
anthorized to make. As soon as the nature of the proceedinff 
was explained to him, he, in a very formal and professiontu 
manner, objected to the form of the inquiry, and attempted to 
prove that it was illegal. As soon as he was informed that the 
commission had issued, he had possessed himself of a n umher 
of what the lawyers call books of practiee, and seemed to have 
devoted his attention particularly to Harriso a's Chancery Prac- 
tice, from which he undertook to prove, that the proceeding 
should be done by bill, which he should have had an opportunity 
of answeriog. He gave us ihe history of our Chancery practice 
as derived from England, where it had been taken from the civil 
law. His address to the commissioners, showed that in the 
Space of a few days, he must have read a great part of the books 
he had had in his possession ; and that, however the other facul- 
ties of his mind might be afiected, he retained his memory in 
great vigour. He did not confine himself, in what he said, to 
the ordinary bounds of law argument, but gave expression to 
his feelings in a speech of very considerable length, which, both 
as to manner and language, was highly oratorical ; and though, 
from his ignorance of the laws of this country, he had assumed 
&lse premises, there was nothing illogical or irrational in his 
argument ; on the contrary, if he were mad, there was certainly 
method in his madness. Finding that his objections to the form 
of the proceedings could not prevail, he submitted to the decision 
of the commissioners with great complacency. His course was, 
when a witness testified to some act of his, calculated to show 
an alienation of mind, to comment on the testimony, and give 
explanations, immediately. In some instances, he showed great 
ärt and ingenuity. It was proved, that he happened to be passing 
the Park at a time when they were cutting the grass. He bar* 
ffained for the whole crop, which amounted to several cart loada, 
had it transported to his hou6e, and stowed away in one of bis 
bed rooms ; when the testimony of this witness was concluded, 
he Said, Qentlemen, I will give you a very satisfactory explana- 
tion of this &ct: goat's milk had been prescribed tot me. Just 
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piWi oa flrf y to my paMing through the Park^ I had purifhased 
t#ö of taeae tt&untüa from a ship, that had theo terminated a 
Icftkg voyage. Seeing the grass in the Park« it oocurred to me, 
how agreeable some of it would be to my poor goats. I made 
the purchase of so many tons, not knowmg exactly what a ton 
was, bat supposing it might be something like the bundles in 
which the same atticl« is sold in France. I had directed xaj 
servant to let it be put away in a vacant room in my house, and 
when I to,w it there, I was as much surprised at the quantity as 
you can be, and still more, to reoeive an apology from the man 
■of whoift t made th^ purchase, when he came for payment of his 
bill, for not delivering as much as he had bargained with me for, 
as he Said the produce of the Park was not as many tons as he 
had calculated it would be. So you see my kindness to my poor 
goats, and my imperfect acquaintance with your language, are 
now to be tortured into evidence of my insanity. 

It was proved by several witnessess, that he had disclosed to 
them a plan in which he was engaged, to rescue Bonaparte from 
his captivity at St. Helena. That he had stated to them, that he 
had a number of steam boats prepared for the expedition. Tq 
this he gave the following explanation : It is true that some of 
my friends in Europe, said he, had conceived such a project, and 
wrote to me, to ascertain whether I could procure the steam 
boats in this country. I applied to Mr. Livingston, who recom- 
mended me to a person, whp I engaged to construct several 
modeis, and these are the steam boats of which I spoke to 
the witnesses. I endeavoured to engage them to join in the 
expedition, as I intended to do myself, when the plan should be 
matured. So that you see it is but a slight misunderstanding 
that has led the wimesses to testify that I had represented to 
them, that I had steam boats in readiness for such an underta- 
king. Count Real was one of the witnesses who were examin ed 
on this point. Immediately after he had concluded his testi- 
mony, St. Jean D' Angely took Count Real to one side, and said 
to him, as he afterwards testijfied, never mind all this, I have 
the steam boats all prepared, I have a competent force at Brook- 
lines, awaiting my Orders. But you do not believe me to be so 
mad, or such a fool, as not to be able to keep my course secret. 

When Count Real was called to the book as a witness, his 
name, more than that of the Count St. Jean ly Angely, was in 
the mind of the person who administered the oath, and instead 
of saying, as he ought to have done, " the evidence you shall 
"give m this matter, touching the lunacy of Count St. Jean D* An- 
gely, shall be the truth," &c., he said, " the evidence you shall 
give, touching the lunacy of Count Real," &c. St. Jean D* An- 
gely burst into a loud laugh, and said to Count Real, " ah, my 
friend, you see what is Coming. It is my tum now, but it will 
be yours the next. The gentleman could not have made such a 
mistake, if he had not in his pocket a commission to inquire 
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whether you a're in your right senses ; and no dojibt, diese wit* 
nesses intend to prove, that every friend of Bonapaite that comes 
to this country is mad, and to sliut them up, as they have dxme 
me/' I dare say, I could recollect aeveral other anecdotes of the 
aame character, bat I find they cannot be told in writing in a few 
words. These may be sufficient to show that the case of St« 
Jean D^Angely, was one ofthose, where certain mental fiiculties 
may be exercised, as if the understanding was nnimpaiied, 
when the person is, as the jury found the Count to be, a lunatic. 

Most respectfuUy yours, 

CADWALLADEB D. GOLDEN. 
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